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STREETS    ARE    RESERVED    FOR 
PLAY  IN  MANY  CITIES- 

Closed  During  Certain  Hours. 
*By  James  Edwasd  Rogebs. 

Numerous  requests  have  come  to  the  office 
of  the  Recreation  League  asking  co-opera- 
tion in  having  certain  streets  in  the  con- 
gested parts  of  our  city  without  playgrounds 
set  aside  for  play  purposes  during  certain 
hours  of  certain  afternoons. 

This  program  of  street  play  has  been 
given  special  study  in  other  cities,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  learn  that  in  1913  fifteen  cities 
reported  that  streets  had  been  set  aside  for 
play  purposes. 

These  fifteen  cities  are: 

Birmingham.  Ala.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  Nor- 
walk,  Conn.,  Oakland,  Cal.,  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  Gainsville,  Ga.,  Wilmington,  Del., 
Perth  Aniboy.  X.  J..  Peru.  111..  PensacoLa, 
Fla.,  Roebling,  N.  J.,  Elyria,  Ohio,  Baltimore, 
Md..  San  Bernardino,  Cal.,  Shenandoah,   Pa. 

Those  who  have  had  most  experience  in 
conducting  street  play  in  New  York  believe 
that  the  feasibility  of  street  play  has  been 
proved  and  the  experimental  stage  passed. 
Probably  there  are  few  cities  in  which  street 
play  is  justified,  for  street  play  ought  not  to 
be  made  a  substitute  for  permanent  play- 
grounds except  in  very  unusual  cases  of  con 
gestion. 

One   of  the    most   interesting    features    in 
New    York    City    has    been    the    attitude    of 
sympathy  and  cordiality  on   the  parr   of  p 
1  icemen    toward    the   children    in    the   street 
play  zone. 

Those  advooating  street  play  in  New  York 
have  not  regarded  it  advisable  to  pass  ordi- 
nances on  the  subject,  for  it  has  been  recog- 
nized that  street  play  is  an  emergency  meas- 
ure for  dealing  with  unusual  conditions  and 
not  something  to  be  regularly  planned  tol- 
as a  permanent  feature  of  city  life. 

Many  streets  in  New  York  are  closed  be- 
tween the  hours  of  three  and  six  o'clock 
every  afternoon.  Several  policemen  are 
stationed  at  each  center  to  give  protection 
and  any  assistance  necessary;  in  some  cases 
the  streets  are  roped  off,  while  in  others 
wooden-horse  standards  are  used.  At  each 
■center  a  placard  is  displayed,  stating  that 
the  streets  are  closed  to  traffic  during  the 
hours  named,  for  use  as  playgrounds. 

The  play-streets  under  the  direction  of 
the  Parks  and  Playgrounds  Association  are 
supervised  by  trained  play-leaders  employed 
by  that  Association  to  organize  and  direct 
the  children's  play.  In  other  cases,  volun- 
teer play-leaders  direct  the  activities. 

The  only  regulations  regarding  the  use  of 
streets  as  playgrounds  are  that  the  street 
in  question  shall  be  well  paved,  situated  in 
a  district  where  traffic  is  not  heavy,  and 
shall  be  neither  a  commercial,  fire,  nor  hos- 
pital street.  Requests  for  the  closing  of 
certain  streets  for  play  are  filed  with  the 
Commissioner  of  Police. 

The  City  of  Oakland  has  worked  out  an 
ideal  system  in  the  close  co-operation  be- 
tween the  Police,  Street  and  Playground 
Departments. 

Mr.  George  Dickie.  Superintendent  of  Re- 
creation. Oakland,  speaks  of  the  experiment 
as  being  successful. 

As  in  Oakland,  so  in  other  cities,  street 
play  is  under  the  supervision  of  public  and 
private    agencies.      In    those    neighborhoods 

♦Compiled  from  data  supplied  by  the  Play- 
ground and   Recreation  Association  of  America. 


where  streets  are  set  aside  for  street  play, 
philanthropic,  educational  and  civic  organ- 
izations furnish  the  persons  providing  su- 
pervision. This  is  the  scheme  largely  used 
in  New  York  City  where  Miss  Ruth  Robin- 
son, Chairman  of  the  Street  Play  Committee, 
has  been  successfully  working  out  an  inter- 
esting experiment  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  Police  Department. 

Twenty-nine  streets  were  set  aside  in  New 
York  and  six  in  Brooklyn  for  street  play. 

This  is  an  interesting  bit  of  constructive 
recreation  work  and  the  Recreation  League 
in  answer  to  these  requests  from  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  will  appoint  an  active 
committee  to  investigate  the  situation,  and 
if  deemed  wise,  to  co-operate  with  all 
agencies  that  will  work  toward  bringing 
about  street  play  in  San  Francisco  under 
the  proper  conditions  of  supervision  and 
leadership. 


TWO-THIRDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO'S 
CHILDREN  WITHOUT  PLAYGROUNDS* 

The  question  of  the  adequacy  or  inade- 
quacy of  the  present  park  and  playground 
systems,  as  fulfilling  recreational  needs, 
and  the  establishment  of  an  adequate  one, 
has  been  carefully  studied  from  the  point 
of  view  of  standards  established  by  the 
Playground  Association  of  America  after 
studies  made  by  the  Russell  Sage  Founda- 
tion. As  a  result  of  these,  the  rule  has 
been  laid  down  that,  in  general,  small 
children  will  not  go  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  play.  Larger  boys  will  jour- 
ney further  to  athletic  fields,  but  larger 
girls  are  on  almost  the  same  basis  as  the 
smaller  children.  By  taking  a  map  of 
the  city  of  San  Francisco  and  laying  off 
the  areas  around  the  playgrounds  and 
parks  having  recreational  facilities,  it  has 
been  found  that  out  of  a  school  popula- 
tion of  some  43,535,  12,138  are  within  a 
quarter  mile  of  a  playground.  Around 
grounds  having  athletic  fields  and  facilities 
for  older  boys,  a  half-mile  radius  has  been 
laid  out  and  within  this  area  the  number 
of  boys  of  the  grammar  grades  and  high 
school  has  been  segregated  as  being  pro- 
vided for,  the  rest  being  considered  with- 
out play  facilities.  On  this  basis  14,231 
children  are  provided  with  playgrounds 
sufficiently  near  to  be  useful,  29,204  are 
without  play  facilities. 


luted  from  the  Report  of  t lie  Recreation 
Survey  Section  of  the  Commonwealth  Club  made 
in  1U13.  Conditions  have  not  changed  materi- 
ally in  that  time  and  the  above  figures  may 
still  be  regarded  correct  as  to  proportion  if  not 
to  actual   numbers. 


To  Aid  Preservation  of  Exposition. 

President  Lilienthal  has  appointed  the 
following  committee  to  represent  the 
Recreation  League  in  co-operating  with 
other  organizations  for  the  preservation  of 
parts  of  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition: 
Sidney  S.  Peixotto  (chairman),  Walter  Mac- 
Arthur,  Mrs.  I.  N.  Walter,  Dr.  George  W. 
Merritt,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Graupner. 


Mission    High    Girls    Take    Up    Swimming. 

A  swimming  club  has  been  organized 
among  the  girls  of  the  Mission  High  School 
with  a  membership  of  about  80.  Mr.  Ben 
Weed,  one  of  the  teachers  of  the  school, 
is  assisting  the  girls  in  their  efforts.  The 
girls  engage  in  their  chosen  sport  at  Sutro 
Baths. 


AQUATIC    PARK    IS    PART    OF 
BOULEVARD  SCHEME. 

Drive  from  Embarcadero  to  Reach. 
By    Walteb    MacArthuk. 

The  Aquatic  Section  has  indorsed  the 
proposal  to  preserve  the  Marina  and  Yacht 
Harbor  on  the  Exposition  grounds.  This 
action  is  taken  with  the  view  of  ultimately 
completing  an  esplanade  around  the  Penin- 
sula from  the  end  of  the  Embarcadero  to 
the  ocean  beach. 

The  chief  object  of  the  Section,  namely, 
the  establishment  of  an  aquatic  park  or 
playground  at  Black  Point  is,  of  course, 
included  in  the  plan  here  suggested.  The 
Section  does  not  regard  the  proposal  to 
preserve  any  part  of  the  Exposition  as  an 
alternative  of  the  proposed  aquatic  park  at 
Black  Point,  but  simply  as  an  extension  of 
the  latter  plan. 

The  Black  Point  cove  has  long  been 
looked  upon  as  the  only  available  place  on 
the  waterfront,  in  which  to  establish  the 
facilities  for  boating,  bathing,  etc.  This 
view  has  not  been  modified  in  any  degree 
by  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Marina. 

The  acquisition  by  the  city  of  the  lands 
surrounding  Black  Point  Cove  is  the  first 
necessary  step  in  any  plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  water  front  for  purposes  of 
pleasure  and  recreation.  Any  plan,  however, 
good  in  itself,  which  omits  this  requirement 
fall  far  short  of  the  ideal,  and  at  the 
same  time  practical  scheme  for  utilizing 
the  whole  waterfront  by  the  construction 
of  a  complete  and  continuous  road  from 
bay  to  ocean. 

The  Marina  and  Yacht  Harbor,  while  very 
able    features  of  the  general  plan, 
of  no  value  for  the  special  pi 
aquatic  park.     So  far  as   t  Harbor 

it  St  if   is    coni         </.    it    can    ru  vt  r    be    n 

■.milt — a  species  of  model  har- 
to  the 
•    scheme,   but   entirely   unavailabh 
the  practical  nerds  of  boat, 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  plan  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Marina  and  Yacht  Har- 
bor will  be  realized.  Unity  of  action  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  interested  in 
this  project  and  those  who  have  been  for 
a  long  time  striving  to  secure  possession 
of  Black  Point  cove  for  use  as  an  aquatic 
park  would  greatly  increase  the  prospects 
of  success  in  both  matters. 


To  Supervise  Girls'  Games. 

Girls'  athletics  show  signs  of  progress  in 
San  Francisco  in  that  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion has  appointed  four  trained  athletic 
teachers  to  supervise  physical  education  gen- 
erally, including  games  among  the  school 
girls.  They  are:  Agnes  Stevenson,  Emma 
.1.  Waterman,  Grace  M.  Lincoln  and  Alys 
Watson.  This  is  another  step  in  the  plans 
of  Mr.  E.  B.  DeGroot  for  a  better  system  of 
physical   education. 


Medals   for  Second  Place  Teams. 

The  San  Francisco  Athletic  League,  the 
controlling  body  of  local  high  school  ath- 
letics, has  inaugurated  the  giving  of 
medals  to  teams  which  finish  second  in 
tournaments  in  basketball,  baseball,  and 
football,  as  well  as  to  the  winners.  This 
is  in  line  with  the  league's  general  policy 
in  encouraging  the  widest  possible  partici- 
pation in  athletics  and  not  confining  atten- 
tion to  the  best  athletes  only. 
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IN  the  present  state  of  our  city  finances 
there  seems  little  prospect  for  any  con- 
siderable increase  in  playground  facilities 
without  a  bond  issue  and  in  the  present  state 
of  feeling  with  regard  to  bond  issues  there 
seems  little  prospect  of  one  for  that  pur- 
pose. "  On  the  other  hand  there  are  large 
and  densely  settled  portions  of  the  city  abso- 
lutely without  play  facilities. 

Such  being  the  situation,  the  suggestion 
that  certain  streets  be  closed  from  3  to  6 
o'clock  daily  as  play  places  for  the  children 
of  the  neighborhood  has  merit  as  a  tem- 
porary expedient.  Many  residence  streets, 
especially  cross-town  thoroughfares,  are  little 
used  during  these  hours  and  an  occasional 
delivery  wagon  or  automobile  could  go 
around  the  block  with  little  inconvenience 
or  loss  of  time. 

The  needed  steps  to  reserve  a  street  for 
play  are  these:  (1)  The  consent  of  the 
property  owners  of  the  block  to  be  closed; 

(2)  the  permission  of  the  chief  of  police; 

(3)  signs  "Street  Closed  for  Play"  of  same 
character  as  the  "Safety  Zone"  signs  on 
Market  street;  (4)  supervision  and  some 
portable  play  equipment  to  be  provided  by 
the   Playground   commission. 

It  would  take  very  little  money  and  very 
little  trouble  to  try  this  experiment. 
*     *     * 

PLANS  are  progressing  nicely  for  the 
preservation  of  certain  features  of  the 
Exposition.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  in 
charge  of  the  carrying  out  of  these  plans 
will  bear  in  mind  the  uses  to  which  the  new 
park  areas  may  be  put,  as  well  as  their 
beauties.  There  is  much  talk  of  trading 
Lobos  Square  for  other  lands  and  Lobos 
Square  is  referred  to  as  though  prior  to  the 
Exposition  it  was  of  little  use  to  the  people. 
Probably  those  who  think  of  it  in  this  way 
are  not  familiar  with  conditions  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  Lobos  Square  is 
located.  It  was  used  every  day  and  crowded 
every  Sunday  with  baseball  teams  for  it  was 
one  of  the  few  places  in  town  where  boys 
and  young  men  could  indulge  in  the  national 
pastime. 

If  this  land  is  exchanged  for  other  prop- 
erty there  should  be  some  compensating 
area  provided  for  sports.  This  is  not  im- 
possible.    The  north  gardens  on  the  Marina 


have  been  used  during  the  Exposition  for 
soccer  football,  track  and  field  events  and 
various  other  sports  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  use  cannot  be  continued.  Surely 
anyone  driving  along  the  proposed  "Camino 
del  Mar"  will  prefer  to  see  a  greensward 
covered  with  people  engaged  in  sport  than 
surrounded  by  "Keep  off  the  Grass"  signs. 
Then  also  there  is  the  dance  hall  in  the 
California  building  to  be  considered  and 
possible  aquatic  features  at  the  yacht  har- 
bor, although  the  value  of  this  as  a  boat 
harbor  is  much  exaggerated  by  the  unin- 
itiated. The  most  advantageous  use  of  these 
facilities  for  recreation  are  points  that 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
*     *     * 

CLOSELY  connected  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Exposition  is  the  use  of  the 
Civic  Auditorium  which  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  city  by  the  Exposition  Company  about 
the  first  of  the  year.  Intelligent  manage- 
ment with  a  social  viewpoint  and  a  little 
imagination  behind  it  can  make  this  struc- 
ture a  great  center  for  the  social  life  of  the 
community.  If  the  policy  to  be  pursued  is 
simply  to  wait  for  organizations  to  engage 
the  building  it  will  be  used  comparatively 
seldom  and  some  of  the  smaller  halls  prob- 
ably never. 


TREASURER'S    REPORT 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing memberships: 

April,   1915 

A.   B.    Spreckels  Dr.   D.  D.  D'Ancona 

James   D.    Phelan  L.  H.   Otis 

Pacific  Gas  &  Elec.   Co.E.   M.   Peixotto 
D.    Ghiradelli  Miss   D.    Jefferys 

Thomas   F.    Boyle  J.    C.    Kortick 

Emanu    El    Kindergar-  W.   J.   Hogg 

ten  Recreation   Club   for 

Miss   Clara   Neyman  Girls 

Miss   Helen   H.    Ashton  S.   B.   Stoy 
Miss   Olga   Bridgman       Mrs.   I.   Ackerman 
A.   J.    Cloud  Miss  Grace  E.  Barnard 

C.    O.   Hooker  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  B. 

Mrs.   Henry  Payot  King 

H.    Hauser  Mrs.   M.   A.   Gunst 

Mrs.   Chas.  A.  Hawkins  Miss  Hattie   Mooser 
Miss   Isabella   Wilkie       Miss   Ethel  Moore 
Mrs.   Jacob  B.   Levison  Miss  Mary   S.    Shatter 
Chas.   A.   Murdock  A.   A.   Fredericks 

Evelyn  B.   Keck  People's  Place 

Mrs.   L.   M.   Layng  Parent    Teachers'    Assn. 

Mrs.   A.    Haas 

San   Francisco   Association   for   Study   and   Pre- 
vention of  Tuberculosis. 

May 

Mr.  Alexander  Russell  Nicholas  J.  Prendergast 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Brandenstein  San  Francisco  Labor 
Jay  B.   Nash  Council 

Mrs.       Angus      Gordon  Mrs.  A.  D.  McBryde 

Boggs  Misses      Blanche      and 

Dr.  Hans  Barkan  Helen    Son 

Mrs.  Simon  Baekman  South  End  Rowing  Club 
Knights    of    the    Royal  San    Francisco    Center 

Arch  of  Cal.  Civic  League 

J.   J.   Gottlob  M.     V.     Green— Empo- 

A.    M.   Bender  rium 

June 

Mr.   Cutler  Paige  Mrs.  Angus  M.   Bourn 

Dr.  Rene  Bine  Thomas  D.  Williams 

Miss  Jeanette  Pauson  Mrs.  A.  P.  Black 

Prof.  Wm.  Popper  Mrs.  I.  W.  Hellman,  Jr. 

Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton  Philomath    Club 

J.    C.    Astredo  Emanu  El  Sisterhood 

July 

Ernest   L.    Heuter  Hon.    Charles   E.   A. 

Mrs.  J.  J.   Jacobi  Creighton 

Fred.    J.   Koster  C.  A.  Hooper  &  Co. 

Miss  Alice  S.  Griffith  Mrs.  Kate  W.   Slack 

Miss  Beatrice  Vrooman  San     Francisco     Labor 

Mrs.    Florence    F.  Council 
Schloss 


August. 


S.   I.  Wormser 

Garrett  W.   McEnerney 

Mrs.   Alfred   Ehrman 

Jesse  W.  Lilienthal 
rs.  Leon  Guggenhime 
Ludwig  Arnstein 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Ehrman 
Elsie  Bowman 
Mrs.   Sidney  M.  Ehrman 
Helen  Hecht 
Mrs.  J.   S.   Silverberg 
M.   S.  Nickelsburg 


Gustav  Brenner 
Mrs.  Connie   Koshland 
Dr.   G.   H.   Richardson 
Hon.  Thomas  F.  Grahan 
Rolla  V.   Watt 
James  Newlands 
Lester  IT.   Morse 
Exposition  Golden  Gate 
Valley  Imp.  Co. 
People's  Place 
Mrs.  F.  H.  Beaver 


DIRECTOR  OF  PHILIPPINE  EDU- 
CATION SPEAKER 

Addresses  Monthly  Luncheon  Meeting. 

The  regular  monthly  luncheon  of  the  Re- 
creation League  was  held  at  Hale's  Pom- 
peian  Court,  September  2nd,  1915,  at  12:30 
p.  m. 

In  the  absence  of  President  Lilienthal, 
Mr.  E.   B.  DeGroot  presided. 

Mr.  DeGroot  spoke  of  the  past  work  of 
the  League,  its  splendid  meetings,  and  said 
the  League  merited  financial  support  and 
should  have  enrolled  at  least  a  thousand 
members. 

The  Secretary  reported  fifteen  meetings 
held  in  August;  read  the  honor  list  of  sub- 
scribers for  July  and  August  to  the  number 
of  thirty-six.  The  Secretary  reported  the 
achievements  of  the  League:  (1)  aid  to  the 
Immigration,  Race  Betterment,  Thrift,  So- 
cial Hygiene,  League  of  the  Cities  Con- 
gresses; (2)  the  work  of  the  Boys'  Section, 
the  summer  camp,  the  special  meeting  with 
Mr.  Atkinson  of  New  York  and  Mr.  Davis 
of  Boston;  (3)  the  work  of  the  Aquatic 
Section  on  the  Yacht  Harbor;  (4)  the  de- 
velopment of  Lincoln  Park  for  municipal 
golf  purposes;  (5)  affiliation  with  other  or- 
ganizations on  City  Planning  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Marina. 

The  Secretary  reported  as  the  special  work 
of  the  League  for  the  year  the  following: 
(1)  the  publication  of  the  reports  on  the 
"Girl  of  Leisure"  and  on  the  "Leisure  of  the 
Working  Girl";  (2)  a  study  of  street  play 
in  San  Francisco  and  what  other  cities  are 
doing;  (3)  City  Planning  and  the  City  Plan- 
ning Commission;  (4)  deevlopment  of  Boys' 
Camps;  (5)  development  of  Choral  Work, 
and  (6)  the  celebration  of  the  Shakespear- 
ian Tercentenary  and  the  erection  of  a 
Shakespearian  monument  in  Golden  Gate 
Park. 

Mr.  Eustace  M.  Peixotto,  Editor  of  the 
Magazine,  spoke  of  the  special  numbers  and 
the  demand  for  them  by  outside  organiza- 
tions and  individuals.  As  Chairman  of  the 
Boys'  Section  he  told  of  the  meeting  with 
experts  from  the  East,  the  work  on  the 
questionnaire  for  the  adolescent  boy  and  the 
development  of  the  boys'  camps  during  the 
summer. 

Mr.. Harry  Tiedemann,  who  had  charge  of 
the  Recreation  League's  Boys'  Camp  this 
summer,  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the 
vacation  of  25  boys  for  over  four  weeks  un- 
der the  educational  guidance  of  the  U.  S. 
Forestry  Reserve,  teaching  the  boys  wood 
lore,  how  to  fight  fires,  how  to  track  animals. 
Miss  Martha  Chickering,  Chairman  of  the 
Girls'  Section,  told  of  the  two  studies  to  be 
made  by  Dr.  Peixotto  and  Miss  Hagelthorne; 
of  the  plan  for  their  publication;  of  the 
hope  to  have  girls'  camps  as  the  Boys'  Sec- 
tion had,  and  to  study  the  question  of  girls' 
sports,  especially  swimming. 

Interesting  reports  were  made  by  Mrs. 
Schlesinger  and  Mrs.  Layng  on  the  Race 
Betterment  and  the  Social  Hygiene  Con- 
gresses, respectively. 

The  guest  and  speaker  of  the  day,  Mr. 
Frank  L.  Crone,  Director  of  Education  for 
the  Philippine  Islands,  spoke  on  "Athletics 
and  Recreation  in  Connection  with  the  Pub- 
lic School  System  in  the  Philippines." 

Mr.  Crone  gave  a  most  interesting  and  in- 
structive talk  in  a  very  happy  vein,  which 
was  well  received  by  all  who  listened  most 
attentively.  He  gave  a  splendid  picture  of 
Filipino  life;  of  the  change  that  has  come 
since  American  occupation;  of  what  the 
American  school  has  meant;  of  the  intro- 
duction of  athletics  and  recreation  into  the 
school  system  and  the  splendid  results  that 
have  followed.  In  the  Philippine  Islands 
they   have   developed    a   thorough,   complete 
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system  of  athletics  under  proper  control  and 
supervision,  reaching  from  one  end  of  the 
islands  to  the  other  and  taking  in  every 
child.  Mr.  Crone  perfectly  pointed  out  the 
fact  that  the  Philippine  Islands  were  being 
Americanized  and  made  over  largely  through 
athletics  and  that  the  development  of  sport 
and  recreation  was  the  salvation  of  the 
islands. 

Mr.  Eustace  M.  Peixotto  presented  the  fol- 
lowing  resolutions: 

"Whereas,  the  preservation  of  parts  of 
the  Exposition  and  their  subsequent  use  by 
the  city  are  vitally  connected  with  ques- 
tions of  public  recreation  in  San  Francisco; 

"Resolved,  that  the  President  be  empow- 
ered to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  such 
number  as  he  may  deem  expedient  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  other  bodies  already  at 
work  upon  this  question. 

"And  further  Resolved,  that  the  Secretary 
be  instructed  to  communicate  with  organi- 
zations already  moving  in  the  matter  to 
notify  them  of  the  Leagued  hearty  endorse- 
ment of  that  project  and  readiness  to  co- 
operate in  any  way  within  its  power." 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  adopted. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  2:15  p.  m. 


RECREATION  CONGRESS 

BRINGS  MANY  EXPERTS 

The  National  Congress  on  Recreation 
was  held  in  San  Francisco  from  July  6 
to  10.  Besides  the  meetings,  at  which 
some  very  interesting  papers  were  read, 
the  visiting  delegates  were  given  an  op- 
portunity to  see  the  playgrounds  and 
recreation  facilities  of  all  of  the  cities 
around  the  bay,  each  of  the  local  play- 
ground commissions  vieing  to  do  itself 
proud  in  the  matter  of  entertaining  the 
delegates. 

Following  are  some  of  the  more  promi- 
nent delegates  who  came  from  distant 
points: 

Alderman  E.  H.   Block,  chairman  special  park 
commission,       Chicago:       Mrs.       Mary      L.      H. 
Brooks,    former   director    clubs,    University    Set- 
tlement,   New    York:    Mr.    Whittier    H.    Brooks, 
former  head  worker  House  Seven  Gables  Settle- 
ment,    New     York;     Elizabeth     Burchenal,     in- 
spector of  athletics,   New  York;   Frances  Elliott 
Clark,    director    educational    department,    Cam- 
den,   N.    J.;    Mrs.    L.    S.    Copping,    official    city 
delegate,    Rockland,    Me.;    Carin    H.    Degermark, 
physical  director  women's  gymnasium,  Portland, 
Ore.;  Jennie  Y.  Fleming,  physical  education  di- 
rector,  Middleburg,    N.    C. ;   F.    S.    Gannett,    high 
school  principal,   Salem,   Ore. ;   H.   H.   Garretson, 
secretary     Recreation     Commission     and     Park 
Board,    Tacoma,    Wash.;    C.    M.    Goethe,    official 
city     delegate,      Sacramento,     Cal. ;     Clark     W. 
Hetherington,      professor      physical      education, 
University  of  Wisconsin,    Madison,   Wis.;    P.    C. 
Hayden,      chairman      Playground      Association, 
Keokuk,    Iowa;    Frederick   J.    Hokin,    supervisor 
physical    education,    Cedar    Rapids,    Iowa;    Miss 
Elizabeth    Johnson,    play    leader,    Montclair,    N. 
Y. ;    Mrs'.     Chas.    Kelsey,     director    civic    music, 
Grand   Rapids,   Mich.;    Mrs.    Ernest   R.   Kroeger, 
St.    Louis  Pageant   Association,    St.   Louis,    Mo.; 
Chas.    S.   Lamb,   secretary  Playground   Commis- 
sion,  Los  Angeles,   Cal. ;    G.    S.   Maxwell,   super- 
visor  of   playgrounds,   Vancouver,    B.    C. ;   A.    N. 
Morris,    recreation   secretary,    Sioux   City,    Iowa; 
Wm.    H.    Nolan,    educational    department,    Osh- 
kosh.   Wis. ;    Chas.   T.    Officer,   official   city   dele- 
gate,   Council    Blunts,    Iowa;    K.    Owyang,    com- 
missioner  to   Panama-Pacific   International   Ex- 
position, China;  Eduardo  Perrotti,  commissioner 
general    to    P.    P.    I.    E.,    Montevideo,    Uruguay; 
Geo.   G.   Prentice,   member  Board   of  Education, 
New     Haven,      Conn. ;     Raymond     L.      Quigley, 
superintendent       Playground      and      Recreation 
Commission,  Fresno,  Cal. ;  C.   B.  Raitt,  superin- 
tendent   of   playgrounds,    Los    Angeles,    Cal. ;    J. 
R.   Richards,   superintendent  of  recreation,   Chi- 
cago,    111.;     Dr.     Manuel    Roldan,     commissioner 
general    of    Portugal    to    P.     P.    I.    E.,    Lisbon, 
Portugal;    Elsie   Sammeth,   physical   director  for 
women,    Reno,    Nev.;    Sidney  A.    Teller,    director 
Stanford  Park,   Chicago,   111.;   J.   Lee   Thompson, 
superintendent     of     public     playgrounds,     Port- 
land,   Ore.;    Dorothy   Wooster,   assistant  depart- 
ment of  hygiene  and  physical  education,   Smith 
College,     Northampton,      Mass. ;     Anne      Louise 
Johnson,   head   supervisor  of  playgrounds,    Den- 
ver,  Colo. 


NOTED  BOYS'  WORKERS  MEET 

WITH  LOCAL  MEN. 

Discuss  the  Adolescent  Boy. 

Two  men  of  note  in  the  sphere  of  boys' 
work  happening  to  be  in  town  simultan- 
eously the  Boys'  Section  of  the  League  was 
called  together  hurriedly  to  meet  them. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Atkinson,  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Boys'  Clubs,  explained 
the  work  of  his  organization  and  its  affilia- 
tion with  the  Playground  and  Recreation 
Association  of  America.  The  Boys'  Club 
Federation  has  existed  for  some  years,  but 
has  not  carried  on  a  very  active  propaganda. 
About  a  year  ago  largely  through  Mr.  Atkin- 
son's efforts  the  Federation  decided  it  would 
inaugurate  a  more  active  campaign  for  the 
organization  of  boys'  clubs  all  over  the 
country  and  for  a  better  standardization  of 
their  work.  In  consequence  the  headquar- 
ters were  moved  from  Boston  to  New  York 
in  rooms  adjoining  the  Playground  Associa- 
tion and  Mr.  Atkinson  was  persuaded  to 
give  up  his  club  work  in  Toronto  and  take 
the  secretaryship  of  the   organization. 

The  fact  that  in  many  cities  of  the  East 
playground  work  is  a  purely  summer  affair 
and  boys'  club  work  the  indoor  activity  of 
the  winter  makes  it  possible  for  the  two 
organizations  often  to  work  out  an  excel- 
lent program  in  a  small  town  by  having  the 
town  secure  the  services  of  a  good  man  who 
can  take  charge  of  playgrounds  in  the  sum- 
mer and  boys'  clubs  in  the  winter. 

Mr.  Philip  Davis,  head  of  the  Civic  Ser- 
vice House  of  Boston,  is  secretary  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Settlements  to  make  a  study  of  the 
problem  of  the  adolescent  boy,  the  results 
of  which  will  be  published  in  book  form. 
Mr.  Davis  explained  the  methods  employed 
in  making  the  study  and  the  desire  of  the 
committee  to  get  data  and  opinion  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  He  then  undertook 
the  role  of  cross-examiner  and  asked  each 
person  present  to  give  his  answer  to  the 
question,  "What  is  the  crux  of  the  boy  prob- 
lem?" 

The  Section  had  already  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, of  which  Mr.  Eugene  Richards  is 
chairman,  to  gather  answers  to  a  lengthy 
questionaire  which  Mr.  Davis  had  sent  some 
time  before.  These  answers  will  be  dis- 
cussed at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Boys' 
Section  and  the  final  results  of  the  collect- 
ive judgments  of  the  members  will  be  for- 
warded to   Mr.  Davis. 


BROAD     ATHLETIC     PROGRAM 
FOR  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

"Hiking"   is   a   Novel   Feature. 

The  Public  Schools  Athletic  League  has 
adopted  a  full  program  of  athletic  events 
for  the  school  boys  of  San  Francisco  for 
the  coming  year.  One  of  the  features  of 
this  program  will  be  the  competition  in 
class  athletics,  in  which  every  boy  in  a 
given  grade  must  take  part,  the  winner  be- 
ing determined  by  the  best  average  per- 
formance. This  work  was  inaugurated 
two  years  ago  when  the  Recreation 
League,  through  its  treasurer,  Cutler 
Paige,  donated  a  trophy  for  competition 
in  the  eighth  grade. 

An  assistant  in  athletics  has  been  ap- 
pointed in  each  of  the  four  athletic  dis- 
tricts into  which  the  city  is  divided,  and, 
beside  these,  the  principal  of  each  school 
will  select  five  athletic  leaders  from 
among  the  older  pupils.  These  athletic 
leaders  will  be  given  a  special  course  of 
training  under  the  direction  of  the  super- 
visor of  athletics,  and  they  will  be  ex- 
pected to  help  in  the  management  of  ath- 
letics in  their  own  school. 

Soccer  football  is  being  introduced  into 
the  grammar  schools  for  the  first  time  this 
year.  This  is  the  most  international  of  all 
football  games  and  is  also  rated  the  safest. 
The  California  Football  Association,  which 
is  the  governing  body  of  the  sport  in  this 
vicinity,  is  supplying  a  large  number  of 
volunteer  coaches  from  among  its  players 
and  is  also  presenting  footballs  to  schools 
which  take  up  the  sport.  This  policy  of  en- 
couragement has  borne  fruit,  as  fourteen 
schools  have  already  signified  their  inten- 
tion of  playing  the  game. 

In  these  ways  a  much  wider  program 
will  be  possible  than  ever  before. 

The  events  scheduled  by  the  Public 
Schools  Athletic  League  are  as  follows: 

1.  Soccer   football.      Training  under   di- 

rection of  volunteer  coaches  from 
California  Football  League  during 
fall  term.  Tournament  .January- 
February,   1916. 

2.  Class    standing    broad    jump,    August 

1-October  1,  1915. 

3.  Championship    swimming   meet,    Sat- 

urday, September  25,  1915. 

4.  Class  hop,  step  and  jump,  October  1- 

December   10,    1915. 

5.  Championship     outdoor     field     meet, 

Saturday,  October  9,  1915. 

6.  Novice  outdoor  field  meet,  Saturday, 

October   23,  1915. 

(Continued   on  Page   4.) 
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THREE  TYPES  OF  FOOTBALL 

BEING   PLAYED  THIS  SEASON 

m  this  year  of  new  things  Eoi'  the  Pacific 
Coasl  and  San  Prancisco,  some  striking 
changes  are  tak  ng  place  in  the  athletic 
world.  A  situation  overshadowing  all  others 
is  resulting  from  the  upheaval  which  lias 
01  jurrcd  in  the  athletic  relationship  between 
the  Universities  of  California  and  Stanford. 
Owing  mainly  to  a  difference  in  view  re- 
garding  the  eligibility  of  freshmen  to  rep- 
resent their  university  athletically,  compe- 
tition in  sports  between  these  two  leading 
Institutions  has  been  abruptly  discontinued. 
the  same  time  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, partly  in  response  to  a  growing  de- 
mand and  partly  to  provide  adequate  com- 
pel it  ion  in  a  major  sport,  has  resumed  the 
old  American  or  Intercollegiate  football 
came.  Instead  of  the  annual  California- 
Sum  ford  same,  there  v/ill  probably  be  sev- 
eral  California-Washington  and  Stanford- 
Santa  Clara  games.  A  number  of  prepara- 
torv  and  high  schools  have  returned  to  the 
American  style  of  the  game,  while  many 
others,  including  the  San  Francisco  schools, 
are  remaining  loyal  to  the  English  game.  A 
very  interesting  situation  has  been  created, 
with  a  tine  opportunity  for  observing  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  the  rival  games. 

Rugby  among  the  high  schools  of  San 
Francisco  shows  a  higher  state  of  develop- 
ment than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the 
Athletic  League.  Better  coaching  and  harder 
work  have  been  the  rule  this  year.  Espe- 
cially does  this  seem  to  be  true  of  the  com- 
bined Lick-Wilmerding  team  which  in  prac- 
tice games  has  shown  a  fighting  spirit  and 
form  which  bid  fair  to  place  it  among  the 
leaders  in  the  race  for  the  city  champion- 
ship. 

Soccer  football  is  consistently  gaining 
ground  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  In  the  North- 
west a  series  of  games  will  be  played  among 
the  University  of  Oregon,  the  University  of 
Washington  and  the  Oregon  Agricultural 
colleges  for  the  collegiate  championship.  It 
is  proposed  to  install  the  game  as  a  regular 
sport  in  the  grammar  schools  of  Portland 
and  Eugene.  The  Public  Schools  Athletic 
League  of  San  Francisco  has  included  an 
Association  or  Soccer  Tournament  in  its 
autumn  athletic  schedule.  The  California 
Football  Association  has  agreed  to  supply 
coaches  to  schools  who  wish  to  compete,  and 
the  boy  are  showing  an  enthusiastic  appre- 
ciation of  their  opportunity  to  learn  the 
game. 


PLAYGROUND    NOTES. 


Change  in  Basketball  Rules. 

An  important  change  has  been  effected 
in  the  basketball  rules  of  the  Amateur  Ath- 
letic Union  by  the  adoption  of  the  inter- 
collegiate rule  permitting  dribbling.  This 
new  rule  will  doubtless  cause  faster  play  and 
give  more  opportunity  for  the  individual 
good  player  to  perform  to  advantage. 


Y.  M.  I.  Juniors  to  Enter  Athletics. 

The  Junior  Department  of  the  Young 
Men's  Institute  is  a  new  organization  which 
will  probably  apply  for  membership  in  the 
Boys'  Club  Athletic  League.  Teams  in  all 
lines  of  sport  will  be  formed  by  the  Y.  M.  I. 
boys,  who  have  already  started  enthusiastic 
work  in  their  new  building. 


The  Excelsior  Junior  Baseball  Team  is 
rounding  out  a  very  successful  baseball  sea- 
son. These  boys  have  achieved  a  remark- 
able record  of  eighteen  wins  out  of  twenty- 
one  games  played. 

Many  groups  of  boys  from  playgrounds 
all  over  the  city  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  for  a  good 
swim  at  the  North  Beach  Bath  House.  Fresh 
proof  is  continually  being  given  of  the  ne- 
cessity for  swimming  tanks  in  every  dis- 
trict of  San  Francisco. 

*  *     * 

Several  boys'  gymnasium  clubs  have  been 
formed  on  the  Southside  Playground  and  are 
meeting  regularly.  One  of  the  leading  ob- 
jects of  these  clubs  is  the  development  of 
leaders  among  the  boys  who  will  be  able 
to  direct  activities  among  the  others  when 
necessary. 

*  *     * 

The  new  and  larger  Hamilton  Playground 
is  developing  some  very  promising  diminu- 
tive athletes.  The  85  pound  and  95  pound 
basket  ball  teams  are  showing  up  very  well 
in  their  early  season  work.  A  successful 
singles  tennis  tournament  for  hoys  under 
14  years  of  age  is  now  being  conducted. 

Evening  work  for  the  autumn  has  begun 
in  the  auditorium  of  Jackson  Playground. 
Gymnastics  with  basket  ball  and  other  in- 
door games  for  working  boys,  will  be  the 
main  activities,  with  occasional  social  par- 
ties and  dances  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Playground   Commission. 


P.  A.  A.  Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pacific  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  will 
be  held  on  Monday,  September  20th,  at 
the  Hotel  St.  Francis.  Officers  for  the  en- 
suing year  will  be  elected,  including  a  rep- 
resentative to  attend  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  of  the 
United  States,  which  will  be  held  in  New 
York  in  November. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LEAGUE 

HAS  ELABORATE  PROGRAM 

(Continued  from  Page  3.) 

7.  Basketball    tournament,    commencing 

September  27,  1915. 

8.  Class  chinning  the  bar,  January  10- 

March    15,    1916. 

9.  Baseball     tournament,      commencing 

March   15,   1916. 

10.  Championship    outdoor    track    meet, 

Saturday,  April  23,  1916. 

11.  Novice    outdoor    track    meet,    Satur- 

day,  May   14,    1916. 

12.  Class    running,     March     15-May     15, 

1916. 

Somewhat  of  a  departure  from  the  ordi- 
nary program  of  athletics  is  the  plan  of 
weekly  "hikes"  which  the  league  is  inaugu- 
rating this  season.  Every  Saturday  each  of 
the  four  Athletic  Assistants  mentioned 
above  takes  a  group  of  boys  from  some 
school  for  a  walk  varying  in  length  from 
8  to  15  miles.  These  walks  are  through  the 
city  or  the  environs  and  are  usually  so  ar- 
ranged that  a  stop- can  be  made  at  some 
point  where  the  boys  can  enjoy  a  swim. 
In  order  to  avoid  any  difficulties  or  danger, 
parties  are  limited  to  30  boys  for  each 
leader  and  boys  must  give  their  names  to 
their  principal  in  advance.  In  addition  the 
following  "safety  rules"  have  been  made  ef- 
fective for  all  "hikes"  under  the  auspices 
of  the  League: 

1.  All  boys  who  go  on  a  walk  must  stay 
with  the  party  until  the  end  and  not  go  off 
by  themselves,  except  by  special  permission 
of  the  person  in  charge. 

2.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  walk,  boys 
must  go  directly  to  their  homes  from  the 
point  of  dispersal  of  the  party. 

3.  On  the  walk  "leaders"  and  "trailers" 
will  be  appointed,  and  boys  must  keep  be- 
hind the  leaders  and  ahead  of  the  irailers. 

4.  At  halts  boys  must  not  go  out  of  sight 
of  the  main  party   without  permission. 

5.  Boys  who  disobey  these  rules  or  any 
special  instructions  given  them  by  the  per- 
sons in  charge  of  walking  parties  will  be 
prohibited  from  going  on  walks  in  the 
future. 
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The  Playground  and  Athletic  Movement  in  the  Philippines 


[The  address,  given  by  Mr.  Crone  at  the  Au- 
gust luncheon  ol  the  Recreation  league,  told 
such  a  striking  story  of  a  fully  developed  sys- 
tem of  athletics  in  public  schools  that  Mr. 
Crone  was  asked  to  write  his  speech.  This  he 
kindly  consented  to  do  in  order  that  all  of  the 
members  of  the  Recreation  League  might  be- 
come familiar  with  the  remarkable  achieve- 
ments in  the  Philippines.  On  account  of  lack 
of  space  Mr.  Crone's  article  will  he  published  in 
three  installments,  of  which  this  is  the  first. — 
Ed.] 

I.      Establishment     and     Organization     of 
Athletics. 

TO  appreciate  and  understand  even  in 
a  general  way  the  educational  situa- 
tion in  the  Philippines,  the  foundations  the 
teacher  has  had  to  build  upon,  what  has 
been  done  and  what  remains  to  be  done,  a 
few  facts  and  figures  are  necessary. 

Discovered  in  1521  the  islands  had  en- 
joyed a  European  civilization  after  Spanish 
ideals  for  more  than  300  years  before  the 
American  occupation.  Spanish  schools  had 
been  in  existence  for  two  centuries  and  a 
half  and  incomplete  as  the  system  was  it 
-was  far  superior  to  that  of  any  other  col- 
ony of  the  Orient.  The  archipelago  em- 
braces approximately  3000  islands  and  is 
about  as  large  as  the  New  England  States, 
with  New  York  and  New'  Jersey  combined. 
The  people  belong  to  the  Malay  race. 
They  are  Christians,  the  only  Christian 
people  in  the  Far  East.  A  small  fraction 
of  the  population  is  found  among  the  non- 
Christian  mountain  peoples  and  the  Mo- 
hammedans of  the  southern  islands.  The 
present  population  is  about  8,000,000,  in- 
cluding 40,000  Chinese,  4,000  Spaniards, 
8,000  Americans  (exclusive  of  American 
soldiers),  and  3,000  other  foreigners.  Eng- 
lish has  been  the  language  of  instruction  in 
the  public  schools  since  1899  and  is  the 
official  language  today.  It  is  much  more 
widely  understood  than  Spanish.  As  their 
mother  tongue  the  Filipinos  speak  dialects 
of  the  Malay  language.  The  entire  cost  of 
the  Philippine  Government  is  borne  by  the 
people  of  the  Philippine  Islands  them- 
selves. The  total  annual  per  capita  tax  for 
all  government  purposes  is  about  twTo  dol- 
lars. From  a  beginning  of  almost  nothing 
in  1898  the  present  public  school  system 
now  embraces  4,300  schools,  with  an  an- 
nual enrollment  of  600,000,  employs  530 
American  teachers  and  9,400  Filipino 
teachers.  The  school  system  reaches  the 
remr'est  is'and  and  the  farthest  inland 
mountain  settlements. 

Physical  training  is  one  of  the  three 
phases  of  the  balanced  curriculum  which 
embraces  also  academic  instruction  and  in- 
dustrial education.  This  correlation  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  work  into  a  single 
school  system  is  something  upon  which  we 
lay  the  greatest  emphasis.  Not  only  do  we 
expect  the  pupil  to  learn  to  read  and  write 
and  add  but  we  require  him  to  take  up 
some  form  of  industrial  work;  and  he  must 
make  a  satisfactory  showing  in  it  in  order 
to  pass  on  to  the  next  grade,  be  his  as- 
signed task  a  home  garden,  a  basket,  a 
piece  of  embroidery,  or  a  course  in  cook- 
ing; and  we  likewise  require  the  pupil 
(girls  as  well  as  boys)  to  take  physical 
training  as  a  part  of  his  prescribed  school 
work. 

Between  ninety-five  and  one  hundred  per 
cent  of  all  the  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Phil- 
ippine Islands  are  brought  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  athletic  program  of  the  public 
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schools  and  receive  physical  education  in 
one  form  or  another.  This  does  not  mean 
that  all  the  instruction  is  satisfactory  or 
that  the  amount  of  physical  training  is  in 
every  case  sufficient,  but  it  does  mean  that 
the  athletic  program  of  the  public  schools 
has  vitally  touched  the  vast  majority  of  the 
pupils  enrolled  in  them. 

The  establishment  of  a  general  system 
of  physical  training,  such  as  is  found  in  the 
Philippines,  would  have  been  almost  im- 
possible were  it  not  for  the  existence  of  a 
highly  organized  school  system  under  cen- 
tralized executive  control.  The  responsi- 
bility for  the  conduct  of  the  Philippine  pub- 
lic schools  is  placed  upon  the  Director  of 
Education,  who  possesses  the  authority 
commensurate  with  such  responsibility. 
After  questions  of  policy  have  been  care- 
fully considered  by  committees  and  plans 
worked  out  the  Director  of  Education  is  in 
a  position  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to 
carry  them  out  in  an  effective  manner. 
There  is  no  attempt  to  deprive  anyone 
of  the  privilege  of  freely  expressing 
his  opinions  on  the  questions  under  con- 
sideration, but.  the  system  provides  one 
central  authority 'who  is  in  a  position  to 
determine  wlmn  (tiscnssinn  is  to  give  way 
to  action.  Organized  as  the  schools  are, 
it  has  been  possible  to  handle  athletics 
through  exactly  the  same  machinery  as 
any  other  subjects  of  instruction  and  with- 
out the  intervention  of  bodies  not  properly 
a  part  of  the  school  system. 

When  the  present  system  of  public 
schools  was  first  initiated  it  was  found 
that  Filipino  children  had  certain  pastimes 
but  practically  no  sports.  Since  studying 
aloud  was  encouraged  by  teachers  in  the 
old  regime,  we  faced  a  peculiar  situation — 
a  noisy  school  and  a  quiet  playground. 

Athletics  had  their  beginning  in  the 
games  among  American  soldiers.  Later 
there  were  games  in  which  American  civ- 
ilians took  part.  Gradually  a  number  of 
Filipinos  became  interested  in  these  sports. 
However,  they  made  no  headway  in  the 
public  schools  until  a  few  enthusiastic 
teachers,  following  out  their  own  personal 
inclinations  and  their  college  traditions, 
took  up  baseba'.l  on  their  own  initiative. 

The  number  of  teachers  interested  in 
athletics  rapidly  increased  and  the  first  in- 
terprovincial  association  was  founded  in 
1904.  It  was  not  until  1909  that  public 
school  athletics  received  the  unqualified 
support  of  the  government. 

In  developing  athletics  the  teachers  very 
wisely  studied  the  customs  of  the  country 
and  employed  those  methods  which  would 
conform  most  closely  to  the  habits  of 
thought  of  the  people.  The  Filipinos  pos- 
sess in  a  great  degree  what  may  be  termed 
for  lack  of  a  better  word  the  "fiesta"  or 
holiday  spirit,  which  almost  amounts  to  a 
passion  for  public  celebrations  and  festivi- 
ties. For  this  they  have  often  been  con- 
demned as  being  lacking  in  seriousness  of 
character  and  purpose.  The  teachers  found 
that  an  appeal  to  this  spirit  facilitated  the 
introduction  of  athletics,  even  among  those 
who  would  have  been  slow  to  accept  more 
nbstract  reasons  for  their  introduction. 

The   school   authorities,    however,   began 


to  see  very  early  that  athletics  were  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  the  successful  conduct 
of  the  public  schools.  At  first  attendance 
was  extremely  irregular  and  the  amount  of 
tardiness  was  appalling.  After  baseball 
and  other  forms  of  athletics  were  intro- 
duced into  the  schools,  teachers  were  sur- 
prised to  find  increased  regularity  in  at- 
tendance and  decreased  tardiness.  Besides, 
there  was  developed  a  school  spirit  which 
had  not  existed  before  and  there  was  in- 
creased interest  on  the  part  of  the  people 
in  their  local  schools. 

Who  could  withhold  his  support  from 
games  which  were  enlivened  by  the  town 
band  and  graced  by  fair  patronesses  who 
presented  the  prizes  to  the  victorious  ath- 
letes? Then  there  was  the  dance  at  night 
attended  by  the  victors  and  vanquished 
alike,  where  the  events  of  the  day  were 
discussed  and  the  reasons  for  victory  or 
defeat  again  set  forth,  a  fitting  close  for  a 
gala  day.    Who  could  miss  that? 

Besides,  there  was  in  every  locality  a 
very  narrow  town  patriotism  which  in 
many  sections  tended  to  exclude  every  one 
who  was  not  native  born.  Much  use  was 
made  of  this.  By  working  up  town  rivalry 
teams  were  organized  and  equipped  and 
received  the  support  of  their  towns.  Natu- 
rally there  were  some  happenings  on  the 
athletic  field  which  were  unfortunate,  to 
ihe  least,  but  their  number  was  not 
nearly  so  great  as  might  have  been  antici- 
pated. As  soon  as  this  town  rivalry  was 
thoroughly  worked  up  for  the  benefit  of 
athletics  it  began  to  be  modified,  until  now 
in  most  places  in  the  Philippines  it  has 
become  a  healthy  and  sportsmanlike 
rivalry. 

It  was  not  until  athletics  were  firmly 
established  that  the  question  of  their  defi- 
nite organization  wyas  taken  up  by  the  Di- 
rector of  Education.  It  was  a  question 
whether  there  should  be  a  separate  or- 
ganization similar  to  the  public  schools 
athletic  league  of  New  York  and  others 
of  similar  character,  or  whether  athletics 
should  be  handled  through  the  regular  or- 
ganization of  the  Bureau  of  Education.  In 
view  of  the  existence  of  a  centralized  ad- 
ministration in  the  Bureau  of  Education 
it  seemed  neither  necessary  nor  desirable 
that  a  separate  organization  be  established. 

The  Director  of  Education  is  in  charge 
of  athletics,  as  he  is  of  all  other  subjects 
in  the  school  curriculum.  He  in  turn  dele- 
gates control  to  division  superintendents 
of  schools  who  are  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  athletics  in  their  several  divisions. 
The  interprovincial  organizations  are  made 
up  of  the  several  division  superintendents 
of  the  divisions  belonging.  Each  division 
is  divided  into  supervising  districts,  in 
charge  of  which  are  supervising  teachers 
who  manage  the  athletics  within  their  dis- 
tricts. The  principal  of  an  intermediate 
or  a  primary  school  is  responsible  for 
athletics  within  his  school  and  so  on  down 
until  the  last  teacher  is  reached.  Since 
pupils  and  teachers  alike  are  subject  to 
discipline  on  the  athletic  field  as  well  as 
in  the  schoolroom,  instances  of  misconduct 
on  the  field  are  very  rare  indeed. 

The  rules  and  regulations  governing 
athletics  have  been  carefully  prescribed  in 
the    Athletic    Handbook    which    was    orig- 
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ST   RECREATION  XVL, 


WHEN  Supervisor  Charles  A.  Murdock 
offered  the  Fine  Arts  Day  badges 
at  the  Recreation  League's  monthly  the 
members  had  the  first  opportunity  to  aid 
financially  in  the  preservation  of  this  build- 
ing, accounted  by  many  "the  most  beauti- 
ful ever  erected  by  the  hand  of  man."  The 
whole  scheme  of  keeping  forever  of  parts 
of  the  Exposition  is  so  vitally  connected 
with  the  amusement  life  of  the  community 
that  this  league  should  be  well  to  the  fore 
in  the  efforts  being  made  in  that  direction. 
Let  all  members  who  were  not  at  the 
luncheon  contribute  to  the  cause.  Surely 
all  can  buy  a  badge  for  2  5  cents!  And 
most  of  the  members  of  this  league  can 
afford  to  become  regular  members  of  the 
Preservation  League  by  contributing  sums 
from  one  dollar  up.  Everyone  favors 
preservation.  Literally,  HOW  MUCH  do 
you  favor  it? 

*      *      * 

A  SCHOOL  survey  is  upon  us  and  under 
auspices  that  should  make  it  of  some 
value.  We  need  a  survey  because  the  com- 
munity needs  to  know  about  its  schools. 
Aside  from  the  educational  aspects  of  such 
a  study,  in  which  members  of  the  League 
may  take  a  deep  personal  interest,  though 
it  is  hardly  within  the  province  of  the  or- 
ganization to  be  "officially"  concerned, 
there  is  one  way  in  which  this  survey  will 
vitally  affect  the  things  for  which  this 
League  is  working.  Modern  education  has 
much  to  do  with  the  play  interests  of  the 
community,  especially  of  the  boys  and 
girls.  The  League  itself  started  the  "wider 
use  of  the  schools"  by  promoting  the  social 
center  in  the  Monroe  School.  Social  Center 
development,  school  athletics  and  kindred 
recreation  activities  have  been  seriously 
hampered  in  their  development  in  this  city 
by  buildings  ill  adapted  to  such  purposes, 
no  school  gymnasiums,  inadequate  yards 
and,  in  general,  lack  of  things  an  up-to- 
date  school  should  have.  Perhaps  the  sur- 
vey will  arouse  the  community  to  the  lack 
of  these  things  and  make  it  willing  to  sup- 
ply them.  The  Board  of  Education  cannot 
unless  it  is  given  the  necessary  funds, 
which  at  the  present  time  it  is  not. 


TREASURER'S   REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing memberships  for  September: 
W'm.  Denman  Mrs.   B.    Paulsen 

Dr.   G.    W".   Merritt  Mrs.  Bert  Schlesinger 

J.   Emmet   1-layden  S.  P.  Labor  Council 

J.  D.   Grant  R.    H.    Gay 

Hon.  Win.  P.  Lawlor  Mrs.   E.  L.  Baldwin 

Thos.    L.    Heaton  Bay     View     Mothers' 

Max   Abrahams  Club 

Charles  De   Y.   Elkus  L.    M.    King 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Willard  St.   Stephen's  Mothers' 

Mrs.  I.   Lowenberg  Club 

Dr.   W  P  Lucas  Therese  Summerfield 

Mrs.  Edwin  R  Dimond       Rose  F.   Grothwell 
Mrs.    A.    Stahl  Milton  Danziger 

William  Abbott. 


Sept.     1 

Sept.  14 
Sept.14- 

Sept.  16 

Sept.  17 

Sept.  17 

Sept.  23- 

Sept.  23 

Sept.  29- 

Sept.  29- 

Sept.  29 

Sept.  29- 


SEPTEMBER  MEETINGS. 

-Pacific  Amateur  Association,  Regis- 
tration Committee. 

-Girls'   Section. 

High    School    Athletic    League,    Regis- 
tration Committee. 
— Executive    Committee. 

-Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club. 

-Drama  League  of  America. 

-Boys'   Section  Meeting. 

-City   Planing   Committee. 

-Drama  League  of  America 

-San  Francisco  Athletic  League. 

-Street  Play  Committee. 

-Pacific   Amateur   Association. 

10  Rehearsals  of  members  of  Woodland 
Players  getting  ready  for  "The  Tam- 
ing of  the  Shrew,"  Mary  Austin's 
"Fire,"  "Our  Career,"  "The  Simoon." 


League  Offices  Serve  Many  Bodies. 

The  following  organizations  have  their 
regular  headquarters  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Recreation  League: 

Pacific  Association  of  the  Amateur  Ath- 
letic Union  of  the  U.  S. 

San  Francisco  (High  School)  Athletic 
League. 

Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club. 

S.  F.  Center  Drama  League  of  America. 


Executive  Committee  Endorses  Survey. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Recreation 
League  was  held  Thursday  afternoon,  Sep- 
tember 16th,  at  4:30  p.  m. 

Many  matters  of  importance  were  con- 
sidered; two  committees  were  appointed — 
the  Committee  to  study  and  report  on  the 
problem  of  street  play,  and  the  Committee 
to  study  and  report  on  the  development  of 
community  music  through  choral  societies. 

The  Committee  to  Study  and  Report  on 
the  Problem  of  Street  Play  is  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Bert  Schlesinger,  Chairman,  Mr. 
Edward  B.  De  Groot,  Mr.  Eustace  M.  Peix- 
otto, Mr.  Lorbeer  and  Mrs.  G.  B.  Wright. 

The   following   resolution   was   adopted: 

"Resolved,  that  the  Recreation  League 
recognizes  the  urgent  need  and  the  import- 
ance of  a  survey  of  the  educational  condi- 
tions in  San  Francisco  and  being  informed 
that  the  Department  of  Education  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  is  offering  its  services  of  ex- 
perts for  such  a  survey,  recommends  and 
approves  the  purpose  of  such  a  survey  and 
requests  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  ap- 
propriate the  sum  of  $8,000  which  is  neces- 
sary to  defray  the  expenses  thereof." 


league's  Work  Attracts  Attention. 

"Playground"  in  its  September  number 
made  the  following  comments  on  recrea- 
tional activities  in  San  Francisco: 

"The  Mountain  Play  of  California,  that 
famous  drama  held  upon  the  slopes  of  Mt. 
Tamalpais,  gave  as  its  third  annual  pro- 
duction 'Rip  Van  Winkle.'  " 

"One  of  the  most  progressive  efforts  to 
solve  the  girl  problem  in  recreation  is  that 
made  by  the  Recreation  League  of  San 
Francisco,  which  has  a  girls'  section,  which 
has  already  largely  increased  the  swim- 
ming by  gWs  in  the  city.  Last  spring  a 
conference  of  workers  with  girls  was  held 
as  a  beginning  of  an  even  more  serious 
effort  to  affect  the  recreational  life  of  San 
Francisco  girls." 


DRAMA     SECTION     HELPS     TO 
STAGE  SEVERAL  PLAYS 

League  Assists  Outdoor  Productions. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  D.  E.  F. 
Easton,  Chairman  of  the  Drama  Section, 
and  Mr.  Garnet  Holme,  our  pageant  ex- 
pert, the  Recreation  League  has  been  very 
busy  in  lending  its  co-operation  to  the 
artistic  and  dramatic  productions  of  the 
Bay  region.  The  Drama  and  the  Pageantry 
Sections  of  the  League  have  been  largely 
instrumental  in  the  production  of  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Mountain  Play,  "Rip  Van  Winkle," 
Mt.  Tamalpais,  May  2  3. 

Muir  Woods,  "The  Taming  of  the 
Shrew." 

Muir  Woods  Theater,  "Our  Career,"  "Si- 
moon" and  "My  Turn  Next,"  by  the  Press 
Club,   October   3,   1915. 

Mary  Austin's  "Fire,"  P.  P.  I.  E.,  Sep- 
tember 27  and  28,  1915. 

The  Recreation  League  has  been  the 
headquarters  for  all  these  productions  and 
for  the  past  three  months  has  been  seething 
with  activity  and  interest.  The  League 
should  feel  duly  proud  of  its  share  in  the 
development  of  outdoor  dramatics  in  this 
community. 


Planning   Committee  Aids  Fine  Arts  Day. 

Through  the  City  Planning  Committee, 
Messrs.  Sidney  S.  Peixotto,  Chairman,  Dr. 
Geo.  W.  Merritt,  Walter  MacArthur,  Mrs. 
I.  N.  Walter,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Graupner — the 
League  lias  been  co-operating  with  other 
civic  organizations  in  the  celebration  of 
"Tine  Arts  Day,"  Saturday,  October  16th, 
1915.  Mr.  Sidney  S.  Peixotto  and  Mr. 
James  Edward  Rogers  have  been  made 
members  of  the  Program  Committee  on 
that  day. 

This  Committee  has  sent  the  following 
letter  to  His  TT~no-  Mayor  Rolph,  Jr.: 

"San   Francisco,   Sept.   2.S,   1915. 
Honorable  James   Rolph,   Jr., 

City. 
Dear  Sir: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Planning  Committee 
of  the  Recreation  League  of  San  Fra-ncisco,  the 
following  resolution   was  adopted: 

"That  the  Mayor,  James  Rolph,  Jr.,  be  earn- 
estly requested  to  at  once  appoint  the  City 
Planning  Commission  as  it  seems  the  duty  of 
deciding  the  great  question  of  saving  some  parts 
of  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  will  largely 
rest  on  the  final  decision  of  this  new  Commis- 
sion. 

"That  in  making  the  appointments  on  this 
Commission,  some  expert  in  modern  recrea- 
tional needs  be  made  a  member  of  this  Com- 
mission." 

(Signed)  SIDNEY    P.    PEIXOTTO, 

Chairman. 


May  Secure  Aquatic  Park  Without  Bonds. 

The  Aquatic  Section  of  the  Recreation 
League  is  still  working  on  the  problem  of 
the  Aquatic  Park.  The  decision  of  the  City 
Attorney  handed  down  the  other  day  has 
brought  jubilation  to  Chairman  Mac- 
Arthur's  Section,  for  the  City  Attorney 
says  "that  the  City  might  exchange  tide 
lands  for  lands  owned  by  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company."  This  will  save 
the  City  the  expense  of  a  bond  issue  and 
the  League  hopes  to  get  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors to  consent  to  this  exchange. 


Golf  Club  Gains  Members. 

Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club  is  growing.  It 
now  has  a  membership  of  two  hundred. 
The  Club  has  had  many  tournaments,  elic- 
iting much  interest.  The  Board  of  l'i roc- 
tors  held  their  monthly  meeting  in  the 
offices  of  the  Recreation  League  Monday. 
October  4th,  1915.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club  and  tin- 
election  of  officers  was  held  in  the  Assem- 
bly Room  of  the  Phelan  Building,  Monday 
evening,  October  11th,  1915. 


RECREATION  LEAGUE   BULLETIN 


CITY   PLANNING   IS  THEME  OF 
MONTHLY   LUNCHEON 

League  Aids  Exposition  Preservation. 

The  iegular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Recreation  League  of  San  Francisco  was 
held  on  October  7th,  1915,  at  12:30  o'clock 
p.  m„  at  Kale's  Pompeian  Court. 

Mr.  Jesse  W.  Liiienthal,  President,  pre- 
sided. 

Thirty-eight  members  were  present. 

The  Secretary  made  the  following  re- 
port: 

1.  The  appointment  of  a  committee  on 
the  Study  of  Street  Play  and  Work  in  con- 
nection with  the  Juvenile  Protective  Asso- 
ciation and  the  University  of  California. 

2.  Steps  toward  the  development  of 
community  singing  through  the  formation 
of  choral  societies  in  neighborhoods,  stores 
and  settlements  and  co-operation  with  all 
singing  groups  toward  the  holding  of  an 
annual  singing  festival  in  the  Civic  Audi- 
torium when  national,  club,  and  juveniie 
choruses  would  participate. 

3.  The  Secretary  reported  that  pros- 
pects for  the  municipal  aquatic  recreation 
park  were  brighter  in  view  of  the  recent 
decision  of  the  City  Attorney  for  the  ex- 
change of  lands  between  the  city  and  the 
Southern  Pacific  Company  and  the  recent 
steps  taken  by  the  Lands  and  Tunnels 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for 
the  appraisement  of  these  properties. 

4.  The  work  of  developing  the  Lincoln 
Park  Golf  Links;  the  splendid  work  done 
among  the  girls  by  Girls'  Section  and 
among  the  boys  by  the  Boys'  Section  was 
mentioned  by  the  Secretary. 

President  Liiienthal  urged  all  members 
to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  League 
and  to  get  members  to  financially  support 
the  splendid  work  of  the  League  as  out- 
lined by  the  Secretary. 

The  President  then  introduced  M.  M. 
C'Shaugbnessy,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  City, 
Who  spa'^e  en  "City  Planning,"  in  which 
he  pointed  cut  that  much  was  now  being 
dene  in  this  direction.  He  told  of  the 
development  of  the  Lincoln  Park  Boule- 
vard, the  fifty  thousand  dollar  piece  of  the 
Ocean  Esplanade,  of  the  development  of 
Sloat  Boulevard;  of  the  Market  Street  Ex- 
tension, the  Portola  Drive,  the  develop- 
ment of  San  Bruno  Road. 

In  fitting  words  the  President  introduced 
Supervisor  C.  A.  Murdock,  who  gave  a  suc- 
cinct outline  of  the  development  of  the 
Exposition  Preservation  League;  the  ideas 
and  the  ideals  of  the  League  and  what 
had  already  been  accomplished  and  pre- 
sented the  scheme  of  membership.  Mr. 
Murdock's  remarks  were  intensely  inspir- 
ing and  the  Recreation  League  through  the 
purchase  of  buttons  was  the  first  to  buy 
them  and  as  an  organization  contribute 
toward  the  financial  support  of  the  Exposi- 
tion Preservation  League.  Every  member 
present  bought  a  button  and  many,  more. 
Supervisor  Murdock  thanked  the  League 
most  heartily  for  its  active  support. 

Mr.  Walter  MacArthur  made  an  admir- 
able statement  of  the  "Recreation  Idea  in 
City  Planning,"  in  which  he  clearly  point- 
ed out  that  the  question  of  boulevards, 
parks,  playgrounds,  esplanades,  aquatic 
parks  and  the  preservation  of  the  Marina 
and  the  like  was  largely  a  matter  of  the 
recreation  of  the  people — the  out-door  life. 
Mr.  MacArthur  in  detail  pointed  out  what 
might  be  done  in  the  beautification  of  the 
city  by  preserving  our  hills,  by  placing 
upon  them  parks  or  public  buildings  or 
monuments  that  would  be  a  credit  to  the 
city  and  made  special  emphasis  on  the  need 
of  San  Francisco  in  its  city  planning  of 
taking   care   of  its   water   sites,    especially 


at  the  foot  of  Van  Ness  Avenue,  the  only 
place  now  left  for  the  anchorage  of  yachts 
and  other  aquatic  sports. 

President  Liiienthal  introduced  Mr.  I. 
W.  Turner,  President  of  the  Down  Town 
Association,  who  spoke  on  the  program  of 
Preservation  Day,  Saturday,  October  16th, 
and  thanked  the  Recreation  League  for  its 
co-operation  on  behalf  of  this  day. 

Supervisor  J.  C.  Kortick  made  a  brief 
statement  of  his  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  League  and  his  pleasure  at  attending 
the  meeting. 


ATHLETICS  IN  PHILIPPINES. 

(Continued    from    Page    1.) 


inally  issued  in  1911.  Later  it  appeared 
that  a  great  number  of  points  were  ob- 
scure and  many  were  not  touched  upon  at 
all.  Two  years  later  a  revised  edition  was 
issued  which  explained  every  obscure  point 
found  ur  the  first  edition  and  answered 
every  question  that  had  been  asked  since 
the  first  edition  came  out.  Very  frequently 
accessary  to  make  minor  changes  and 
these  are  communicated  to  the  held 
through  general  and  division  office  cir- 
culars. 

In  each  school  there  is  a  series  of  com- 
petitive games  each  year.  Schools  send 
teams  to  district  meets.  Each  district  is 
repiesented  at  the  provincial  meet  and 
each  province  sends  its  best  athletes  to 
compete  for  honors  in  an  annual  meet  in 
which  a  number  of  provinces  take  part. 
The  wanning  teams  in  interprovincial  meets 
come  to  Manila  every  February,  where  a 
general  meet  is  held.  Here  teams  meet 
from  every  part  of  the  islands,  represent- 
ing all  its  people.  Such  a  mingling  of 
athletes  not  only  serves  as  a  wonderful 
stimulus  to  athletics  but  promotes  in  a 
marked  degree  the  spirit  of  nationalism. 

(Continued  Next  Month.) 


Girls'    Section   Promotes   Training   Course. 

The  Girls'  Section  of  the  Recreation 
League  has  for  sometime  contemplated  or- 
ganizing a  volunteer  training  class  for 
social  workers.  This  section  is  now  co- 
operating with  Dr.  Philip  King  Brown  of 
the  San  Francisco  Polyclinic  and  Post 
Graduate  School  in  the  formation  of  a  class 
for  v/ork  in  organized  groups. 

Dr.  Brown's  course,  covering  eight 
months  and  leading  to  a  certificate,  was 
arranged  in  response  to  the  demand  for 
trained  medical  social  workers  in  hospitals 
and  clinics,  for  public  health  nurses,  for 
investigators  of  social-industrial  conditions, 
church-workers,  girl  welfare  workers,  etc. 
This  course  includes: 

(1)  Practice  work  in  clinics  under  di- 
rection, or  work  in  organized  groups,  e.  g. 
settlements,  clubs,  etc. 

( 2  )  Field  work  with  responsibility  for 
a  few  families  and  individuals. 

(3)  Conferences  on  typical  problems  in 
case-work  led  by  director  of  the  school  and 
expert  social  workers. 

(4)  Lectures  on  types  of  social  work 
and  theories  of  social  reform  by  recog- 
nized sociologists. 

Fee  for  full  course.  $20,  or  $10  for  each 
half-year. 

Fee  for  partial  course,  Friday  evening 
lectures,  $10  for  the  30  lectures;  $7.50 
for  course  of  15  lectures. 


LINCOLN     PARK     GOLF     LINKS 
BEING     IMPROVED 

City  and  Club   Promote   Sport. 
By  H.   J.   MlDDAUGH. 

Of  all  the  forms  of  recreation  that  find 
favor  in  this  generation,  none  is  more  ben- 
eficial to  a  greater  number  of  devotees  than 
golf.  This  is  particularly  true  in  that  the 
players  include  old  and  young  of  both  sexes 
and  in  that  the  benefit  is  bestowed  impar- 
tially regardless  of  the  proficiency  of  the 
player.  The  joy  and  profit  to  be  derived 
from  any  form  of  exercise  in  the  fresh  air 
and  sunshine  are  conceded  without  ques- 
tion, to  say  nothing  of  the  moral  and 
mental  discipline. 

In  Kansas  City  a  few  weeks  ago  the 
holder  of  the  City  Golf  Championship  had 
to  defend  his  title  in  the  big  tournament  of 
the  year  against  a  boy  of  nineteen,  whose 
game  had  been  perfected  on  the  public 
linhs  and  who  had  won  his  way  into  the 
finals  of  this  tournament  by  defeating  men 
for  whom  he  had  in  previous  years  carried 
bags  at  both  public  and  private  courses, 
including  the  sales-manager  of  the  multi- 
millionaire lumber  firm  of  whose  office  the 
boy  is  an  employee.  Could  there  be  any 
better  demonstration  of  the  inherent  de- 
mcciacy  of  golf  than  the  way  in  which  that 
boy,  not  only  while  he  was  winning  but 
after  his  final  defeat,  was  the  daily  pal  of 
the  older  men?  The  most  exacting  ad- 
herents to  our  American  ideals  of  democ- 
racy could  ask  no  more. 

San  Francisco  is  starting  in  the  foot- 
steps of  other  large  cities  in  providing 
facilities  for  golf  p'ayers  at  tVe  expense  of 
the  municipality  in  connection  with  the 
park  system. 

At  Lincoln  Park  our  John  McLaren  lias 
started  a  golf  course  that  need  not  be 
looked  down  upon  by  any  other  course, 
public  or  private,  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
There  could  be  no  more  beautiful  location 
for  the  laying  out  of  the  long  stretches  of 
healthy  turf  so  essential  to  the  glory  of 
perfect  links,  and  there  could  be  no  better 
embellishment  of  the  natural  panorama 
surrounding  the  Golden  Gate  than  a  park 
devoted  to  a  form  of  recreation  that  every- 
one can  enjoy. 

The  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club,  composed 
of  two  hundred  members,  is  doing  every- 
thing possible  to  spread  interest  in  the 
game  of  golf  and  is  backing  up  all  of  the 
efforts  of  the  Park  Commissioners  and 
Supt.  McLaren  to  improve  the  golfing  facil- 
ities of  this  city. 

San  Francisco  has  yet  to  do  much  in  this 
direction  for  the  cities  of  the  East,  such 
as  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and 
Chicago  have  splendid  municipal  golf  links. 
Proper  provision  must  be  made  for  golfing 
in  this  community  and  for  the  great  num- 
bers that  will  increase  with  the  years,  for 
golf  is  the  coming  game  and  already  has 
over  five  million  adherents  in  this  country. 


League  Members  Seek  Honors. 

The  following  members  of  the  Recrea- 
tion League  are  candidates  for  the  office  of 
Supervisor:  Charles  A.  Murdock,  J.  Emmet 
Hayden,  Henry  Payot  and  John  C.  Kortick. 


Schoolboys  Kept  Busy  in  Sport. 

The  past  month  has  been  a  very  active 
one  in  the  Public  Schools  Athletic  League. 
Four  hundred  and  thirty-three  boys  en- 
tered the  Championship  Swimming  Meet 
held  at  Sutro  Baths  on  September  25th, 
which  was  won  by  the  Horace  Mann  School. 
On  Saturday,  October  9,  Laguna  Honda 
School  won  for  the  fifth  time  the  Outdoor 
Field  Championship  Meet,  for  which  790 
individual  entries  were  received. 

The  annual  basketball  tournament  has 
been  started  with  an  entry  of  88  teams, 
29  more  than  last  year.  This  will  last 
until  December,  from  six  to  eight  games 
being  played  each  day  after  school  hours. 
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AMATEUR     ATHLETICS 


EDI  T  ED    BY    RAY    DAUGHERTY 


PACIFIC  ASSOCIATION 

ELECTS  A  XKW   PRESIDENT 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pacific 
Association  of  the  A.  A.  U.,  President  John 
Elliott  left  the  chair  and  nominated  Rob- 
erl  w.  Dodd  as  his  successor.  Elliott's 
action  was  a  surprise  to  many  of  the  mem- 
bers, as  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  could 
have  been  unanimously  re-elected  had  he 
desired  to  retain  the  office.  Robert  W. 
Dodd,  who.  following  his  nomination  by 
Elliott,  was  elected  without  opposition,  is 
a  teacher  at  the  Cogswell  Polytechnic 
School  and  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  athletics,  especially  in  high  school 
circles,  for  a  number  of  years.  Dodd  was 
\  ice-President  of  the  Pacific  Association 
during  the  year  past,  has  served  on  many 
of  its  committees  and  several  years  ago 
represented  the  organization  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  in 
New    York. 

The  other  officers  elected  were:  Vice- 
President.  John  Stroud;  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Herbert  Hauser;  Registration  Com- 
mittee. George  James,  M.  Andruss  and 
George  Schlitter;  Delegates  to  the  Ama- 
teur Athletic  Union,  R.  W.  Dodd,  John 
Elliott,  Herbert  Hauser,  George  James, 
James  E\  Rogers,  A.  J.  Cloud. 

A  committee  consisting  of  James  E.  Rog- 
ers. Eustace  M.  Peixotto  and  Milton  Meyer 
was  appointed  to  arrange  for  a  testimonial 
to  John  Elliott  in  recognition  of  his  thirty 
odd  years  of  service  in  the  cause  of  ama- 
teur athletics. 


P.  S.  A.  L.  Championship  Field  Meet. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Championship  Out- 
door Field  Sports  Day  of  the  Public 
Schools  Athletic  League  was  held  on 
Southside  Playground  on  Saturday,  Octo- 
ber 9.  Almost  eight  hundred  boys  were 
entered,  representing  thirty-two  schools. 
Laguna  Honda  won  the  meet  with  38 
points,  leading  Crocker,  second,  by  18 
points;  Horace  Mann  came  third  with  19 
points;  Bay  View,  Hearst  and  Washing- 
ton followed  in  the  order  named.  Three 
championship  records  were  broken;  the 
standing  hop,  step  and  jump  in  the  80- 
pound  class  was  shattered  by  Schlocker, 
of  Crocker,  who  emulated  the  kangaroo 
for  a  distance  of  21  feet,  5  inches.  The 
running  high  jump  in  the  9  5-pound  class 
was  broken  by  Pederson,  of  Laguna  Honda, 
with  a  jump  of  4  feet,  7%  inches.  The 
shotput  in  the  115-pound  class  was  bet- 
tered by  Tsapralis  (Franklin)  with  a  put 
of  35  feet,  5%  inches. 

Boys'  Club  Gymnastic  Meet. 

The  first  autumn  event  of  the  Boys' 
Club  Athletic  League  of  San  Francisco 
will  be  a  gymnastic  meet  to  be  held  in 
the  gymnasium  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  on  November  5.  Con- 
testants will  be  divided  into  two  classes, 
those  _  weighing  under  105  pounds  and 
those  weighing  over  105  pounds.  Three 
entrants  in  each  class  will  be  allowed  each 
club  competing.  Exercises  on  the  horse, 
parallel  bars  and  mat  will  make  up  the 
different  events.  The  following  clubs  have 
already  entered  boys  in  the  meet:  Co- 
lumbia Park  Boys'  Club,  People's  Place, 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Olym- 
pic Club,  San  Francisco  Boys'  Club,  Young 
Men's  Hebrew  Association. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES. 

A  large  crowd  was  attracted  to  North 
Beach  Playground  on  October  3  when  the 
newly  organized  American  football  team, 
the  Telegraphs,  representing  the  play- 
ground, met  the  experienced  Crystals.  The 
game  was  close,  the  Crystals  finally  win- 
ning by  a  score  of  7  to  3.  Director  Robert 
M.   Lundie  refereed   the   game. 

The  Hamilton  Playground  9  5-pound 
basketball  team  continues  to  improve  its 
style  of  play.  In  a  series  of  three  games 
with  the  Lowell  High  School  team  it  lost 
two  games  by  the  narrow  margin  of  one 
point,  winning  the  third  game  in  decisive 
manner.  This  team  also  represents  the 
Hamilton  Intermediate  School,  and  is  the 
lightest  team  entered  in  the  P.  S.  A.  L., 
averaging  85  pounds. 

*  *      * 

The  Excelsior  Boys'  Club  held  an  inter- 
esting track  and  field  meet  September  26 
on  Excelsior  Playgrounds.  The  boys  were 
divided    into    two    classes — Juniors    under 

14  years,  and  Seniors  over  that  age.  Silver 
medals  were  awarded  for  first  places,  ex- 
cept in  the  Senior  440-yard  event,  for 
which  a  gold  medal  was  given.  This  race 
proved  to  be  the  feature  of  the  day,  the 
winner,  Raymond  Galliano,  coming  from 
behind  and  finishing  with  a  wonderful 
burst  of  speed. 

A  dual  track  and  field  meet  will  take 
place  between  the  Excelsior  Boys'  Club 
and  the  Young  Men's  Institute  on  October 
17.  The  events  will  consist  of  all  the 
standard  competitions,  to  be  followed  by 
a  120-pound  basketball  game  between  the 
two  organizations. 

*  *      # 

The  annual  field  and  track  meet  of  the 
League  of  the  Cross  Cadets  was  held  on 
Southside  Playgrounds  on  September  26. 
Almost  a  thousand  spectators  were  in  at- 
tendance on  the  meet  of  the  cadets.  The 
events  were  marked  by  close  competition, 
but  Company  A  captured  first  place  with 
a  total  of  67  points;  Company  B  scored 
19  points  and  Company  D  was  third  with 

15  points;  Company  E  of  Oakland  scored 
9  points;  Companies  G  and  N  each  scored 


3  points.  Cadets  Nolan,  Gisin,  Abinanti 
and  Newhoff  were  easily  the  stars  of  the 
day.  *      *      * 

The  semi-annual  track  and  field  meet  of 
the  combined  Lick-Wilmerding  classes  was 
held  on  Jackson  Playground  on  October  6. 
The  meet  was  won  by  the  '17  class,  with 
'16  class  second.  The  track  manager, 
I.  Jacobs  ('16  class),  was  the  highest  in- 
dividual point  winner,  securing  first  place 
in  the  discus  throw,  the  shotput  and  high 
jump.  He  hurled  the  discus  for  a  mark 
of  90   feet,    5  inches. 

*  *      * 

The  Union  Iron  Works  Football  Club  is 
training  for  the  season  on  Jackson  Play- 
ground. This  team  is  composed  largely 
of  men  who  made  up  the  Barbarians  of 
last  year,  who  won  the  cup-tie  tournament. 
The  team  is  looking  forward  to  a  success- 
ful season  under  the  management  of  David 
Stevenson.  *      *      * 

Children  from  the  municipal  play- 
grounds will  take  part  in  the  program 
which  will  take  place  on  the  Marina  upon 
Fine  Arts  Day,  Saturday,  October  16.  The 
numbers  to  be  presented  by  the  play- 
ground girls  will  consist  of  many  and 
varied  folk  dances.  Hundreds  of  girls 
will  participate,  and  their  part  of  the  pro- 
gram promises  to  be  a  very  enjoyable 
feature  of  the  day. 

*  *      * 

The  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club  held 
its  annual  field  and  track  meet  on  October 
10  at  Jackson  Playgrounds.  The  boys 
were  divided  into  eight  weight  classes 
ranging  from  60  pounds  to  the  unlimited 
division;  the  events  comprised  almost  all 
the  standard  competitions,  the  sprints  pre- 
dominating. About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
boys  entered,  and  over  fifty  events  were 
run  off  during  the  afternoon. 


New  Relay  Team  Formed. 

The  Jovial  Club  of  the  Potrero,  formerly 
of  the  Albion  basketball  team,  has 
formed  a  relay  team  which  will  compete 
in  numerous  track  meets  during  the  com- 
ing year.  The  team  is  composed  of  former 
high  school  and  college  runners  and  ex- 
pects to  make  a  name  for  itself. 
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PROGRESS     MADE     IN     SOCIAL 
CENTER  DEVELOPMENTS. 

Tlu-ee  Schools  Used  at  Night. 

By  Edwakd  B.  DeGkoot. 

Director     of     the     Department     of     Social     and 

Lecture  Centers. 

The  Recreation  League  very  properly 
lays  claim  to  having  started  the  social  cen- 
ter work  in  the  schools  of  San  F'rancisco. 
Pioneering  in  this  phase  of  the  recreation 
movement  has  made  a  few,  if  not  many,  of 
the  members  of  the  League  eager  and  even 
impatient  for  reports  of  the  work  as  now 
carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  In  response  to  this 
demand  for  information,  the  following  may 
be  said  concerning  the  present  status  of 
the  work. 

The  Monroe  School  social  center  is  now 
operated  five  nights  each  week  as  follows: 

Monday — Rug  Weaving. 

Tuesday — Dramatics,  Girls. 

Wednesday — Singing,  Girls. 

Thursday — Girls'  Gymnasium. 

Italian  and  English  Classes. 

Friday — Girls'  Sewing. 

Boys'  Gymnastics. 

A  neighborhood  rally  once  each  month 
and  a  public  lecture  each  month  will  be 
added  to  the  above  program  during  the 
month  of  November.  A  staff  of  twelve  paid 
workers  is  employed  at  the  Monroe  center. 

The  John  Swett  social  center  is  now  con- 
ducted according  to  the  following  plan: 

First  Wednesday  of  each  month — Neigh- 
borhood Rally. 

Second  Wednesday  of  each  month — Lec- 
ture. 

Third  Wednesday  of  each  month — Par- 
ent Teachers'  Club. 

Fourth  Wednesday  of  each  month — Sen- 
ior Alumni  Association. 

Monday  of  each  week — Junior  Alumni 
Association. 

A  staff  of  six  paid  workers  is  employed 
at  the  John  Swett  center. 

The  Bryant  School  social  center  will  be 
opened  November  19th.  The  following  pro- 
gram has  been  arranged  for  this  center: 

One  night  each  month — Neighborhood 
Rally. 

One  night  each  month — Lecture. 

One  night  each  month — Parent  Teach- 
ers' Club. 

One  night  each  week — Dressmaking. 

One  night  each  week — Millinery. 

A  staff  of  four  paid  workers  will  be  em- 
ployed at  the  Bryant  center. 

Centers  will  be  opened  in  the  Yerba 
Buena  and  the  Irving  M.  Scott  schools  as 
soon  as  the  details  of  opening  can  be  ac- 
complihed.  By  "details"  we  mean  the  in- 
stallation of  electric  lights  and  other 
necessary  physical  facilities  as  well  as  the 
selection  of  leaders  and  workers  and  the 
arrangement  of  programs.  The  schools 
thus  far  selected  have  been  minus  many 
of  the  physical  facilities  common  to  the 
first  needs  of  a  social  center.  Even  elec- 
tric lights  in  the  auditoriums,  hallways, 
and  toilet  rooms  have  had  to  be  installed. 
Facilities  and  work  of  every  character 
have  been  and  must  be  paid  for  out  of  a 
meager  appropriation.  The  funds  avail- 
able for  this  work  will  probably  not  per- 
mit the  establishment  of  more  than  five 
centers  this  year. 

Our  social  center  achievement  therefore 
is  not  now,  and  will  not  be  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  very  great.  Substantial  progress, 
however,  is  being  made  along  the  lines  of 


developing  sound  policies,  securing  neces- 
sary laciliiies,  determining  methods  of 
procedure,  and  preparing  the  way  to  take 
advantage  of  larger  opportunities  and  re- 
sources. In  this  connection  it  is  well  to 
remind  ourselves  of  the  fact  that  the  so- 
cial center  movement  represents  an  ideal, 
the  tangible  accomplishment  of  which  has 
not  been  attained,  except  in  very  limited 
degree,  by  any  city  in  the  United  States; 
that  there  is  practically  nothing  left  of 
the  attempted  expression  of  this  ideal  in 
the  city  where  the  movement  was  founded 
under  its  most  distinguished  leader;  and 
that  like  our  democracy,  the  social  center 
movement  is  full  of  pit-falls  as  well  as 
possibilities.  No  phase  of  the  public  re- 
creation movement  calls  for  sounder  judg- 
ment and  stronger  administrative  treat- 
ment than  the  development  and  operation 
of  social  centers  in  public  school  build- 
ings. Whatever  may  be  our  shortcomings 
at  this  time  in  volume  of  work  and 
"showy"  efforts,  we  feel  sure  of  the  appli- 
cation of  good  judgment  and  methods  of 
procedure  exactly  suitable  to  present  con- 
ditions. 

We  regret  that  we  have  not  been  able 
to  take  advantage  of  the  proffers  of  vol- 
unteer help.  The  work  thus  far  has  been 
so  largely  executive  and  administrative  in 
character  there  has  been  no  suitable  place 
for  such  workers.  With  the  expansion  of 
the  work  and  the  final  settlement  of  meth- 
ods of  procedure  will  come  many  oppor- 
tunities for  the  enlistment  of  volunteer 
social  workers. 


Survey  of  Street  Play  Being  Made. 

The  request  has  come  to  the  Recreation 
League  that  some  attempt  be  made  to  or- 
ganize street  play  in  the  direction  of  clos- 
ing some  of  the  streets  on  certain  of  the 
week  days  and  evenings  for  play  under 
proper  supervision.  Other  cities  have  ac- 
complished much  in  this  regard,  but  as 
it  is  a  matter  that  should  be  carefully 
handled  and  so  before  decisive  steps  are 
taken,  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  survey  of 
the  play-life  of  the  children  on  our  streets. 
Such  a  survey  will  be  most  timelv  and  use- 
ful. 

A  special  committee  composed  of  Mrs. 
Bert  Schlesinger,  chairman,  Edward  B.  De 
Groot,  Eustace  M.  Peixotto  and  F.  I.  Lor- 
beer  is  now  at  work  in  active  co-operation 
with  six  women  students  of  the  University 
of  California.  These  women  are  obtaining 
facts  for  a  survey  of  street  play  in  San 
Francisco,  which  facts  will  be  massed  and 
formulated  into  a  report  by  the  committee. 
It  is  hoped  to  publish  this  report  some  time 
in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 

This  survey  will  be  a  distinct  contribu- 
tion to  the  social  literature  of  this  city. 
It  will  be  the  first  survey  of  its  kind  and 
one  that  will  be  of  value  not  only  to  social 
workers,  but  to  teachers  and  educators  in 
general.  If  this  survey  of  street  life — work 
and  play — results  in  things  worth  while, 
the  publication  will  be  in  much  demand 
throughout  the  country. 


Talks  to  Playground  Women. 
The  women  directors  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Playgrounds  were  addressed  by  Dr. 
Frances  Sage  Bradley  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Playground  Commission  on  November  8. 
The  subject,  "What  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment is  Doing  for  the  Children,"  was 
full  of  vital  information  and  found  an 
appreciative  audience. 


ATHLETIC     DEVELOPMENT     IN 
THE    PHILIPPINES. 

II.  Development  of  Group  Athletics. 
By  Frank  L.  Crone. 

Director  of  Education   for   the   Philipp 

[This  is  the  second  installment  of  Mr.  C  rone's 
interesting  article  on  athletics  in  ihe  Philip- 
pines, the  first  of  which  was  published  in  the 
October   number.] 

When  athletics  were  first  begun  it  was 
perhaps  as  much  for  the  diversion  of  the 
teacher  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  pupil.  It 
was  only  natural  then  that  many  teachers 
should  feel  that  in  default  of  other  meth- 
ods of  financing  athletics  they  should  bear 
the  burden  themselves.  This,  of  course, 
was  an  extremely  undesirable  state  of  af- 
fairs. It  proved  to  be  too  great  a  burden 
for  the  teachers  to  bear  and  was  open  to 
the  further  objection  that  it  had  a  pauper- 
izing tendency.  As  rapidly  as  possible 
steps  were  taken  to  throw  the  burden  of 
expense  upon  the  vaiious  localities,  and 
almost  without  exception  the  people  re- 
sponded most  generously  as  soon  as  the 
matter   was  put  up  squarely  to  them. 

To  handle  the  finances,  athletic  clubs 
have  been  organized  in  the  various  sciiools 
with  power  to  raise  and  disburse  money 
for  athletic  purposes.  Money  is  collected 
through  dues,  contributions,  school  enter- 
tainments, admissions  to  games,  popularity 
contests,  and  in  many  instances  the  pu- 
pils themselves  earn  money  through  their 
own  labor.  I  have  in  mind  one  school  the 
pupils  of  which  planted  enough  grass 
along  the  roadside  to  earn  $25  from  the 
Bureau  of  Public  Works.  This  was  in- 
vested in  necessary  athletic  equipment.  In 
another  school  the  children  raised  rice 
enough  to  aid  materially.  In  another 
school  the  pupils  produced  nearly  two  hun- 
dred dollars  worth  of-  sugar  cane.  In 
many  schools  a  share  of  the  profits  from 
industrial  operations  is  sufficient  to  finance 
the  athletics.  The  accounts  are  carefully 
audited  and  statements  regularly  posted 
so  that  each  and  every  pupil  may  know 
how  his  school  stands  financially.  Many 
of  the  schools  deposit  their  money  in 
Postal  Savings  Banks  in  the  name  of  the 
school. 

The  first  athletics  introduced  into  the 
public  schools  were  necessarily  those  most 
familiar  to  the  average  American  and  in- 
cluded baseball,  basketball  and  track  and 
field  sports.  These  had  the  advantage  of 
being  spectacular  and  in  attracting  large 
crowds  to  view  them.  They  were  best  cal- 
culated also  to  work  up  rivalry  between 
the  various  towns  and  provinces.  It  was 
largely  through  these  sports  that  the  in- 
terest of  the  Filipino  people  was  enlisted. 
The  school  authorities  came  to  see,  how- 
ever, that  these  specialized  forms  of  ath- 
letics were  entirely  inadequate.  Only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  pupils  could  hope 
to  make  creditable  records  in  them  and 
it  was  necessary  to  devise  some  method 
by  which  every  normal  boy  and  girl  could 
be  given  physical  education  in  some  way 
or  another. 

This  question  was  solved  through  the 
introduction  of  group  games,  the  athletic 
color  competition,  school  yard  games  and 
calisthenics.  The  group  games  selected 
were  as  far  as  possible  those  in  which 
any  normal  pupil  could  make  a  fairly  cred- 
itable record  and  which  have  some  social 
value.  Besides,  points  are  allowed  for 
attendance  and  a  minimum  is  fixed  below 
(Continued  on  Page  3,  Column  1.) 
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THIS  winter  the  Recreation  League  will 
inaugurate  a  campaign  for  the  develop- 
ment of  community  singing,  in  response  to 
a  geneial  demand  on  the  part  of  musical 
societies  and  music  lovers.  The  appeal 
has  come  to  the  Recreation  League  that 
it  help  to  develop  choral  singing  as  it 
helped  to  further  instrumental  music  by 
organizing  the  People's  Philharmonic  Or- 
chestra. 

The  establishment  of  the  People's  Phil- 
harmonic  Orchestra  through  the  initiative 
of  the  Recreation  League  was  one  of  the 
finest  pieces  of  constructive  civic  recrea- 
tional work  done  in  the  city.  This  or- 
chestra, which  plays  symphony  concerts  at 
vaudeville  prices,  is  now  firmly  established 
and  managed  by  an  independent  associa- 
tion. 

In  the  case  of  community  singing,  the 
plan  is  to  develop  this  by  having  at  least 
once  a  year  a  three-day  festival  of  sing- 
ing by  national  societies  by  singing 
groups  such  as  the  Loring  Club  and  by 
the  juvenile  choruses  of  our  boys'  and 
girls'  clubs  and  settlements.  This  three- 
day  festival  would  be  an  incentive  to  musi- 
cal societies  that  need  encouragement  and 
support  at  the  present  time. 

San  Francisco  has  already  achieved 
some  prominence  as  an  artistic  center,  but 
in  organized  community  singing  there  is 
much  yet  to  be  done. 

The  Recreation  League  will  initiate  its 
campaign  of  education  to  further  this 
movement  at  its  next  monthly  luncheon, 
and  every  member  should  feel  the  import- 
ance of  this  step  as  another  real  thing 
to  be  achieved  in  the  development  of  rec- 
reation among  adults  on  broad  community 
lines. 

*      *      * 

ACCORDING  to  accounts  in  the  daily 
papers  a  number  of  suggestions  have 
been  made  in  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
Municipal  Auditorium  when  that  building 
is  turned  over  to  the  city.  Such  things 
as  a  gymnasium,  medium-priced  concerts 
and  dances  have  been  proposed.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  these  suggestions  will  be 
followed  up. 

In    Europe   generally,     the     government 


subsidizes  high-class  musical  productions 
and  this  city  might  well  afford  to  follow 
in  this  direction  by  giving  such  organiza- 
tions as  the  People's  Philharmonic  Or- 
chestra the  free  use  of  the  Auditorium, 
which  would  amount  to  a  virtual  subsidy. 

A  gymnasium  where  working  boys  and 
men  might  exercise  in  the  evenings  is 
something  that  has  been  established  in 
many  cities  under  municipal  auspices,  Chi- 
cago, Boston  and  New  York  all  furnish- 
ing examples.  Such  a  gymnasium  might 
be  operated  under  the  control  either  of 
the  Physical  Education  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Education  or  of  the  Playground 
Commission. 

Such  a  gymnasium  could  be  located  in 
some  of  the  upstairs  halls  and  would  help 
solve  what  promises  to  be  the  great  prob- 
lem of  the  management  of  the  building, 
namely,  getting  full  use  out  of  the  smaller 
halls.  The  large  auditorium  will  pretty 
well  take  care  of  itself  and  will  unques- 
tionably be  the  part  of  the  building  that 
will  pay  the  largest  financial  return. 

In  this  matter  of  return  on  the  invest- 
ment, however,  there  is  more  to  be  consid- 
ered than  dollars  and  cents  alone.  The  cit- 
izens of  San  Francisco  have  put  directly 
and  through  Exposition  bonds  some 
$2,000,000  into  this  building.  To  make 
the  structure  merely  pay  the  cost  of  its 
upkeep  will  be  no  return  upon  this  large 
original  investment.  The  building  must 
return  a  value  to  the  community  other 
than  a  monetary  one.  If  it  does  not  be- 
come a  factor  in  the  community's  leisure 
hour  life,  the  two  million  dollars  spent 
in  this  direction  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  well  invested.  If  this  building  does 
not  become  a  community  center  its  erection 
should   have   been   left  to   private   capital. 

This  auditorium  should  be  the  greatest 
social  center  in  San  Francisco.  We  are 
starting  social  centers  in  our  schools,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  term  "social  cen- 
ter" that  necessitates  its  being  confined 
to  school  buildings.  The  Civic  Center 
Auditorium  should  be  indeed  the  focal 
point  of  our  civic  and  social  life. 


OCTOBER  MEETINGS. 

October     4— Lincoln   Park   Golf  Club. 

October     6 — Girls'   Section. 

October     6 — Drama  League. 

October     8 — Street  Play  Committee. 

October     8 — Membership    Committee. 

October  11 — Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club,  Board  of 
Governors. 

Ocober  13 — Drama  League. 

October  13 — Pacific  Amateur  Assn.,  Reg.  Com. 

October  21 — Boys'    Section. 

October  21 — Pacific  Amateur  Assn.,  Board  of 
Managers. 

October  26 — Leisure   Girl    Committee   Meeting. 

October  27 — Pacific  Amateur  Assn.,  Reg.  Com. 


TREASURER'S  RErORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing memberships  for  October: 

Miss  Elizabeth  Ashe         German       Savings       & 
Mrs.   Bertha  G.  Sloss  Loan  Society 

Lowell      High      School  *fr.    George    Tourney 

No    1    A    of  T    C  Telegraph    Hill    Neigh- 

Miss  m'  A    Chirkeri'na-         borhood  Association 
Miss  ma.  cmcKeimg     Mr     M     M     O'Shaugh- 
Mr.   I.   Beck  nessy 

Miss  Emma  Noonan         Young     Women's     He- 
Haas   Brothers  brew  Association 
Richard  E.  Queen              Mr.   Walter  MacArthur 
Joseph  S.  Tobin                 Mr.  Joseph  Bonapart 
Frank  I.  Turner                Mr.  James  g.  Webster 
Occidental     Kindergar-  Mr.  A.  B.  C.  Dohrmann 

ten   Association  Manfred  S.   Kohlberg 

Young  Men's  Christian  Young  Women's  Chris- 
Association  tian  Association 


To  Discuss  Sex  Education  for  Boys. 

At  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Boys'  Section,  to  be  held  Thursday,  No- 
vember 18th,  at  10  a.  m.,  the  subject  for 
discussion  will  be  "Sex  Education  for 
Boys."  Mr.  S.  Wiley  Winsor,  Boys'  Physi- 
cal Director  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  will  lead 
the  discussion.  The  section  is  now  meet- 
ing   monthly. 


INTERESTING    REPORTS    MADE 
AT  MONTHLY  LUNCHEON. 

Manifold  Activities  Outlined. 

The  regular  monthly  luncheon  of  the  Re- 
creation League  of  San  Francisco  was  held 
November  4th,  at  12:30  p.  m.,  Hale's  Pom- 
peian  Court.  President  Jesse  W.  Lilienthal 
was  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  reported  fifteen  meetings 
of  sections  and  organizations  affiliated  with 
the  League;  fifteen  conferences  on  recrea- 
tion matters  and  two  lectures,  one  at  the 
San  Francisco  Labor  Council.  Among  the 
achievements  of  the  League  not  reported 
by  the  Chairmen  are  the  active  support  and 
publicity  to  the  Social  Workers'  course 
given  by  the  Polyclinic  Hospital;  the  devel- 
ment  of  San  Francisco  Municipal  Golf 
Links  to  an  eighteen-hole  course  through 
the  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club;  and  the  de- 
velopment of  high  school  athletics  by  a 
mail  system  throughout  the  Pacific  Coast 
by  Mr.  Fred  Koch,  Chairman  of  the  Section 
on  School  Athletics  and  Recreation. 

Dr.  Jessica  B.  Peixotto,  chairman  of  the 
sub-committee  of  the  Girls'  Section  on  the 
Recreation  of  the  Leisure  Girl,  gave  a  most 
interesting  talk  on  the  plans  of  her  com- 
mittee and  promised  in  three  months  to 
present  to  the  League  the  results  of  her 
investigation;  she  spoke  of  the  questionaire 
planned  on  the  "Leisure  Girls;"  of  the  in- 
terest of  the  students  of  the  University  of 
California  and  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
University. 

Miss  Martha  A.  Chickering,  chairman  of 
the  Girls'  Section,  spoke  of  the  Section's 
work  in  regard  to  girls'  swimming  and  in 
rendering  assistance  to  the  Young  Women's 
Hebrew  Association.  She  also  reported  for 
Miss  S.  Hagelthorne,  chairman  of  the  sub- 
committee for  tire  study  of  the  Recreation 
of  the  Working  Girl;  of  the  committee  of 
working  girls  that  drew  up  the  question- 
aire; of  the  interest  manifested  among  the 
working  girls  and  of  the  important  results 
to  be  obtained.  She  read  the  first  answer 
to  one  of  the  questionaires  that  was  highly 
interesting:    her  remarks  were  applauded. 

Mr.  Edward  B.  DeGroot  reported  for 
Mrs.  Bert  Schlesinger,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Street  Play,  in  which  he 
spoke  of  the  appeal  to  the  League  from  an 
outlying  section  of  the  city  for  street  play; 
of  the  work  being  done  in  the  East;  of  the 
need  to  go  slowly  and  the  necessity  for  a 
survey  of  the  play  of  children  in  the  streets 
to  be  made  and  of  the  work  now  being 
done  along  this  line  by  Mr.  Eustace  M. 
Peixotto  in  connection  with  six  students  of 
the  University  of  California. 

Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton,  Chairman  of  the 
Dramatic  Section,  gave  a  brief  report  of 
the  many  activities  of  that  Section;  of  the 
three  mountain  plays;  of  the  development 
of  the  Mountain  Play  Association;  of  the 
Children's  Theater  and  the  dansant  in  Jan- 
uary for  its  benefit;  of  the  work  of  the 
Drama  League;  of  the  forest  play  at  Muir 
Woods  and  of  the  coming  Shakesperian 
Tercentenary  Celebration. 

Dr.  Richard  G.  Boone,  Professor  of  Edu- 
cation, University  of  California,  was  the 
speaker  of  the  day  and  admirably  devel- 
oped the  topic  "Recreation  as  a  Civic 
Asset"  in  which  he  pointed  out  that  the 
playground  was  counting  as  much  as  the 
school,  home  or  church  in  the  development 
of  those  characteristics  such  as  health,  loy- 
alty, initiative  and  co-operation  that  are  ab- 
solutely essential  to  good  citizenship. 

Mr.  Robert  K.  Atkinson,  connected  with 
the  Russell  Sage  Foundation,  spoke  of  the 
development  of  the  recreation  movement 
throughout  the  country  and  congratulated 
the  League  on  its  splendid  work  as  a  clear- 
ing house  for  the  recreation  idea  of  the 
city. 
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(Continued  from  Page  1.) 
which  no  team  may  compete.  Let  us  sup- 
pose, for  example,  that  a  team  has  50. 
We  might  say  that  it  could  not  compete 
unless  2  5  were  present  and  that  one  point 
would  be  allowed  for  an  attendance  of  30. 
This  is  an  entirely  flexible  arrangement 
and  if  it  is  found  that  the  numDer  should 
be  made  higher  or  lower  it  can  be  done. 
The  whole  idea  is  to  discourage  the  ten- 
dency of  captains  to  bring  out  only  a  se- 
lected  few  to   compete  for  honors. 

The  athletic  badge  contest  is  very  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  public  schools'  athletic 
league  of  New  York  City,  but  certain 
changes  have  been  made  to  adapt  it  to  the 
Philippine  Islands.  Any  boy  under  13 
years  of  age  who  is  able  to  make  ail  of 
the  following  records  may  wear  a  red  but- 
ton: 60-yard  dash  in  9  seconds;  pull  up 
(chinning  on  bar)  4  times;  standing  broad 
jump,  5  feet  9  inches.  Any  boy  under  18 
years  of  age  may  wear  a  white  emblem 
who  can  do  the  following:  10  0-yard  dash 
in  14  seconds;  pull  up  8  times;  standing 
broad  jump,  7  feet.  And  a  blue  emblem 
is  awarded  to  any  boy  who  can  accomplish 
all  of  the  following:  220-yard  dash  in  2  8 
seconds;  pull  up  10  times;  running  high 
jump,  4  feet  4  inches. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  provide  for  the 
training  of  teachers  to  handle  athletics. 
The  revenues  of  the  Bureau  of  Education 
are  not  sufficient  to  permit  the  employ- 
ment of  a  large  number  of  special  teach- 
ers to  handle  the  athletic  program  even 
if  it  were  desirable.  It  is  believed  that 
it  is  best  to  make  the  greatest  possible 
use  of  regular  teachers  for  this  purpose. 
Practically  every  student  in  an  intermedi- 
ate or  higher  school  receives  some  special 
training  which  will  be  useful  to  him  if 
he  becomes  a  teacher.  Many  of  the  teach- 
ers have  been  athletes,  and  with  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  direction  are  competent 
to  handle  physical  training.  This  is  not 
sufficient,  of  course,  and  every  year  care- 
ful courses  are  given  at  the  Philippine 
Normal  School  during  the  long  vacation. 
Several  hundred  teachers  are  in  attend- 
ance, each  of  whom  takes  a  special  course. 
Generally  one  or  more  from  each  province 
take  special  courses  in  physical  training. 
They  learn  games  by  actually  playing 
them,  attend  lectures  and  make  very  care- 
ful notes.  Special  courses  in  playground 
English  are  given.  When  these  teachers 
return  to  their  respective  provinces  they 
become  teachers  in  the  normal  institutes 
and  instruct  classes  of  teachers  who  were 
not  able  to  attend  the  assembly  in  Manila. 
In  the  course  of  three  months  practically 
every  teacher  in  the  country  can  be 
reached. 

As  a  result  of  the  wholesale  introduc- 
tion of  athletics  into  the  Philippine  pub- 
lic schools  and  the  emphasis  placed  upon 
school  gardening  it  became  necessary  to 
initiate  a  campaign  to  secure  adequate 
school  sites  which  would  give  sufficient 
room  for  the  various  school  activities.  In 
1911  a  minimum  standard  was  fixed. 
Barrio  or  rural  schools  were  required  to 
have  a  minimum  of  1%  acres  and  central 
schools  located  in  the  municipalities  a 
minimum  area  of  2%  acres.  At  the  time 
this  policy  was  put  into  effect  the  num- 
ber of  standard  school  sites  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  public  schools  was  about 
200.  As  a  result  of  this  program  at  the 
end  of  three  and  a  half  years  the  total 
number  of  standard  sites  was  increased 
to  1400.  On  account  of  a  lack  of  sufficient 
funds  only  a  very  small  part  of  these  play- 
grounds have  adequate  equipment,  but  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  pupils  are  being  given  physical 
training  the  lack  of  equipment  is  not  so 


RECREATION    FOR    GIRLS    AND 
YOUNG  WOMEN  STUDIED. 

Surveys  in  Progress. 

It  has  long  been  a  cry  that  the  recrea- 
tional activities  of  the  girl  and  the  young 
woman  have  been  sadly  neglected,  whereas 
the  recreational  activities  of  the  boy  have 
been  organized  through  his  school  athletic 
associations  and  through  the  amateur 
athletic   unions. 

The  question  of  girls'  athletics  is  a  most 
important  one  and  few  efforts  have  been 
made  in  this  country  to  ready  understand 
it,  though  one  notable  exception  is  the 
study  made  in  New  York  City  under  the 
charge  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Burchenal. 

There  has  been  a  general  demand  in 
this  city  for  some  organization  of  giris' 
athletics   and   the   promotion   of   the   same. 

In  older  to  cleany  understand  this  field 
— :he  recreational  life  of  the  girl  and 
young  woman — the  Girls'  Section  of  the 
Recreation  League  has  undertaken  a  two- 
fold survey  that  promises  to  be  of  great 
profit  to  all.  One  branch  will  be  directed 
by  Miss  S.  Hagelthorne  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  Oakland,  on  the  "Recreational 
Life  of  the  Working  Girl"  and  the  other  by 
Dr.  Jessica  B.  Peixotto  on  the  "Recrea- 
tional Life  of  the  Leisure  Girl."  Working 
respectively  with  a  group  of  working  girls 
and  "girls  of  leisure"  each  of  these  chair- 
men have  prepared  several  thousand  ques- 
tionaries  which  are  being  distributed 
among  the  girls.  The  work  is  now  well 
under  way  and  a  group  of  young  women 
of  the  University  of  California  are  to  do 
special  work  in  compiling  the  results.  It 
is  hoped  to  have  a  report  ready  by  March. 

With  the  results  in  hand,  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  point  out  to  ourselves  and  those  in 
authority  the  direction  and  what  steps 
might  be  taken  toward  the  control  and 
regulation  of  the  recreational  life  of  our 
girls  and  young  women. 

This  survey  will  be  most  valuable,  not 
only  to  experts  but  also  to  laymen  and  to 
all  social  agencies  in  this  city  that  have 
to  do  with  the  educational  life  of  girls  and 
young  women. 

The  Girls'  Section  is  most  active  and 
interested  and  trusts  to  have  the  results 
of  this  investigation  published  in  pamphlet 
form  to  be  distributed  here  and  in  the 
East. 


DRAMATIC  COMPETITION    FOR 
BOYS  IS  PLANNED. 

League    Section    to    Conduct    Contest. 

A  dramatic  competition  for  boys'  or- 
ganizations will  be  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Boys'  Section  of  the  Recreation 
League  during  the  early  part  of  February. 
This  plan  is  the  outcome  of  the  discus- 
sion at  the  last  regular  monthly  meeting 
of  the  section.  "Sensible  Dramatics  for 
Boys"  was  the  subject  of  the  day,  Mrs. 
D.  E.  F.  Easton  being  the  speaker.  Major 
Sidney  S.  Peixotto  led  a  general  discussion 
participated  in  by  all  those  present. 

A  committee  consisting  of  Raymond  O. 
Hansen,  chairman,  Sidney  S.  Peixotto  and 
Joseph  Bonapart  was  appointed  at  this 
meeting  to  carry  out  the  competition 
project,  Mrs.  Easton,  Chairman  of  the 
League's  Dramatic  Section,  being  added  as 
an  advisory  member.  While  the  plans  are 
not  fully  formulated  as  yet  they  are,  in 
general,  that  the  play  presented  must  be 
an  original  one,  that  is,  one  never  before 
produced  or  published,  and  must  be  acted 
entirely  by  boys.  The  play  itself  must 
not  last  longer  than  twenty  minutes  and 
may  be  written  either  by  a  boy  or  an  adult. 

The  competition  will  be  open  to  any 
boys'  organization,  school,  club,  or  other 
institution.  If  a  great  many  enter  the  con- 
test the  plan  is  to  have  one  set  of  judges 
see  each  of  the  plays  produced  in  the  head- 
quarters of  the  organization  producing  it 
and  select  the  four  best.  These  four  will 
be  presented  one  after  another  in  some 
hall  and  judged  by  a  committee  of  dra- 
matic experts.  This  final  competition  will 
be  a  public  affair  to  which  a  nominal  ad- 
mission fee  will  be  charged,  any  proceeds 
above  the  expenses  of  the  evening  going 
to  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League. 

Through  this  competition  it  is  hoped 
not  only  to  stimulate  interest  in  dramatics 
in  organizations  doing  such  work  but  to 
induce  those  not  conducting  this  activity 
to  take  it  up.  It  is  also  expected  that 
this  competition  will  result  in  the  writing 
of  some  good  plays  for  boys,  of  which  there 
is  now  a  dearth.  Such  plays  will  be  of 
value  not  only  to  boys  in  this  community 
but  in  other  places  as  well. 


serious  a  matter.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered in  this  connection  that  the  schools 
which  have  not  acquired  adequate  play- 
grounds are  still  supplied  with  more  or 
less  play  space  through  the  use  of  public 
plazas  or  renting  of  playgrounds. 

In  the  city  of  Manila  a  system  of  public 
playgrounds  has  grown  up  in  connection 
with  the  public  schools.  These  playgrounds 
are  well  equipped,  and  after  a  certain  hour 
in  the  afternoon  become  public  play- 
grounds. At  the  time  of  the  American 
occupation  there  was  a  moat  about  the  old 
city  wall  which  was  not  only  displeasing 
to  the  eye  but  a  source  of  danger  to  pub- 
lic health.  This  moat  was  filled  in  by 
pumping  sand  from  Manila  Bay  and  made 
into  Sunken  Gardens,  which  are  available 
for  the  use  of  the  general  public.  A  por- 
tion of  Wallace  Field,  adjoining  the  Lu- 
neta,  is  also  used  for  the  same  purpose 
and  hundreds  of  school  boys  may  be  seen 
playing  on  these  grounds  every  afternoon, 
when  the  weather  permits. 

Four  or  five  years  ago  it  was  apparent 
to  those  interested  in  athletic  sports  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  take  certain 
action  to  define  amateurism  and  make 
suitable  rules  and  regulations  relative  to 
it.  The  Philippine  Amateur  Athletic  Fed- 
eration was  formed,  which  now  includes 
the  Philippine  public  schools,  the  United 
States    Army,    the    Y.    M.    C.    A.,    the    Co- 


lumbian Club  and  various  other  similar 
organizations.  Counting  the  pupils  of  the 
public  schools  this  federation  can  claim 
a  membership  of  nearly  625,000.  The  cen- 
tral idea  of  this  federation  is  that  each 
organization  shall  be  held  responsible  for 
the  eligibility  of  its  athletes. 

The  officials  of  the  Philippine  Amateur 
Athletic  Federation  interested  themselves 
in  the  formation  of  a  Far  Eastern  Ath- 
letic Association  to  include  all  of  the  Ori- 
ental nations.  The  first  meet  was  held 
at  Manila,  February,  1913,  and  China, 
Japan  and  the  Philippines  took  part.  The 
second  meet  was  held  in  May,  1915,  at 
Shanghai,  the  same  nations  competing.  Ef- 
forts have  been  made  to  interest  Siam,  the 
Malay  States  and  French  Cochin-China, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  outbreak  of 
the  European  war  it  is  certain  that  some 
or  all  of  these  nations  would  have  par- 
ticipated. Within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
athletic  organization  are  now  found  nearly 
one-third  of  the  human  race. 

The  introduction  of  group  games  has 
not  detracted  in  the  least  from  the  atten- 
tion given  to  specialized  forms  of  athletics 
and  in  fact  will  tend  to  increase  it.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  are  encour- 
aged to  begin  the  specialized  forms  of  ath- 
letics through  success  in  the  easier  games. 

(To  be  continued  next  month.) 
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BOYS'  CLUB  ATHLETIC  LEAGUE 

NOW  FLOURISHING. 

Eleven  Tropiiies  Secured. 

The  Boys'  (  Lub  Athletic  League  of  San 
l  rancisco  is  m>u  well  on  its  waj  to  taking 

a  prominent  part  in  local  athletic  circles. 
Unusual  Interest  is  being  shown  In  the  ac- 
tivities  oi  the  League  oy  all  ol"  the  organ- 
Izations  this  year,  and  through  the  energy 
of  its  president,  Mr.  S.  Wiley  Winsor, 
eleven  beautiful  trophies  have  been  se- 
cured  as  prizes  for  all  the  League's  sports. 
These  trophies  will  be  "three  time  win 
rs;"  that  is,  they  must  be  won  three 
linns  before  they  become  the  permanent 
property  of  an  organization.  This  means 
that  the  League's  prizes,  a  most  important 
factor  in  any  athletic  organization,  have 
been  fully  taken  care  of  for  at  least  three 
years. 

The  donors  of  these  trophies  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

George  Larson  &  Company,  9  5-lb.  bas- 
ketball. 

Carroll  &  Tilton,  110-lb.  basketball. 

Sorenson  &  Company,  120-lb.  basketball. 

The  Juvenile,   130-lb.  basketball. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  junior  gymnastics. 

A.  G.  Spalding,  senior  gymnastics. 

Gantner  &  Mattern,  junior  swimming. 

Chas.  Brown  &  Sons,  senior  swimming. 

Olympic  Club,  junior  baseball. 

Olympic  Club,  senior  baseball. 

Tom  Dillon,  track  and  field. 

The  first  contest  on  the  League's  pro- 
gram, a  gymnastic  competition  in  charge 
of  Thomas  De  Nike,  has  drawn  an  entry 
from  a  surprisingly  large  number  of  or- 
ganizations, especially  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  this  is  the  first  inter-club  con- 
test of  this  kind  that  has  ever  been  held  in 
San  Francisco  for  boys.  The  competition 
will  be  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  gymnasium 
November  12th. 

Following  is  the  full  schedule  of  activ- 
ities for  the  League  as  adopted  for  the  sea- 
son 1915-16: 

Gymnastic  Contest,  November  12th,  at 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  gynasium. 

Basketball  Championships,  beginning 
November  17th. 

Swimming  Meet,  December  10th. 

Track  and  Field,  latter  part  of  March. 

Baseball  Series,  beginning  March  1st. 

Handball  may  be  added  later. 

Thirteen  organizations  are  now  members 
of  the  League,  each  being  represented  on 
the  Board  of  Directors  which  plans  and 
conducts  the  various  activities.  The  or- 
ganizations and  their  representatives  are 
as  follows: 

Canon  Kip  Boys'  Club,  Mr.  Lees  Schanz. 

Cathedral  Mission  Athletic  Club,  Mr. 
Turner. 

Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club,  Mr.  Chas.  F. 
Norton. 

Olympic  Club,  Mr.  Thos.  D.  Bunyan. 

Pacific  Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum,  Mr.  Jos. 
Bonapart. 

People's  Place,  Mr.  Gish. 

San  Francisco  Boys'  Club.  Mr.  Thos. 
DeNike. 

San  Francisco  Turn  Verein,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Prinz. 

Telegraph  Hill  Boys'  Club,  Mr.  S.  Er- 
tola. 

Wesley  Boys'  Club,  Mr.  T.  E.  Reeve. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Mr. 
S.  Wiley  Winsor. 

Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association,  Mr. 
M.  J.  Sievers. 

Young  Men's  Institute,  Mr.  Jos.  Nill. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES. 

Keen  interest  is  being  taken  in  basket- 
bail  a.  Hamilton  Playground.  Many  clever 
teams  in  each  weight  division  of  the  Public 
Schools  Atlileiic  League  have  played  fine 
piactice  and  League  games.  The  Hamilton 
School  teams  are  all  in  the  100  per  cent 
ciass. 

The  9  5-lb.  boys  organized  early  have 
practiced  steadily  and  worked  hard  to  per- 
fect their  team  work  to  make  up  for  their 
lack  of  weight,  the  heavy  weight  of  the 
team  only  weighing  87  pounds.  They  have 
played  and  won  three  League  games,  also 
ten  practice  games,  losing  two  to  Lowell 
High  School  by  one  point  each  game,  one  to 
Excelsior  Playground  by  eleven  points,  and 
winning  the  rest  by  lop-sided  scores.  On 
November  4  they  met  the  boys  of  Jackson 
Playgrounds,  winning  by  a  score  of  28  to 
16.  The  Jackson  boys'  team  was  newly 
organized,  and  while  they  put  up  a  game 
battle,  could  not  cope  with  the  team  work 
of  more  experienced  Hamilton  boys. 

*  *      * 

The  Esperia  Club  has  played  a  number 
of  soccer  football  games  on  Southside  Play- 
ground, and  is  becoming  very  proficient 
with  the  round  ball.  They  plan  to  extend 
their  activities  to  other  playgrounds  in  the 
near  future. 

*  *      * 

The  Barbarian  Soccer  team  is  now  train- 
ing in  the  evening  on  Jackson  Playground. 
Basketball  teams  of  working  boys  and 
school  boys  from  the  neighborhood  are 
making  use  of  the  Jackson  Auditorium  in 
the  evening.  So  far  the  organizations  rep- 
resented by  teams  are  the  Mayflowers,  the 
Red  Wings,  the  Jacksons  and  the  Jovial 
Club. 

*  *  # 

The  Potrero  baseball  team  of  Jackson 
Playground  added  another  victory  to  its 
long  list  by  defeating  the  Gaiety  Club  Oc- 
tober 31. 

*  *      * 

The  9  5-pound  basketball  team  fell  be- 
fore the  prowess  of  the  Hamilton  team, 
making  12  points  while  their  opponents 
scored  13.  The  game  was  so  close  that 
five  minutes  extra  playing  time  was  neces- 
sary to  decide  the  winner. 


The  Excelsior  Playground  95-pound 
baseball  team  defeated  the  Hamilton  boys 
in  a  closely  contested  game  by  a  score  of 
3  to  2.  The  pitching  of  Al.  Evers  for  the 
winners  was  tine  and  brilliant  fielding  was 
the  rule.  The  Excelsior  team  made  three 
double  plays. 

*      *      * 

The  Excelsior  Juniors  baseball  team 
wound  up  a  successful  season  by  defeating 
the  Homestead  All  Stars  in  a  twelve-inning 
game  by  a  score  of  5  to  4,  making  twenty- 
one  games  won  out  of  the  last  twenty-four 
played. 


Referees'  Association  Meets. 

The  Bay  Cities  Basketball  Referees'  As- 
sociation met  Wednesday  evening,  Novem- 
ber 10,  at  which  time  the  new  rules  in  ef- 
fect this  year  were  discussed  and  plans 
made  for  a  vigorous  campaign  during  the 
coming  season.  The  Association  was  formed 
almost  a  year  ago  with  headquarters  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Recreation  League.  It  found 
much  to  do  in  the  interest  of  better  basket- 
ball last  year  and  is  prepared  to  enlarge 
the  scope  of  its  interests  during  the  coming 
winter. 


P.  S.  A.  L.  Novice  Meet. 

The  annual  Outdoor  Novice  meet  of  the 
Public  Schools  Athletic  League  was  held 
on  Southside  Playgrounds  October  23. 
Some  very  interesting  competition  was  de- 
veloped, and  several  of  the  novice  records 
broken.  Columbia  School  won  the  meet  by 
a  margin  of  3  points  over  Horace  Mann, 
its  nearest  rival.  The  Jefferson  School 
made  a  fine  showing  in  its  first  attempt 
at  any  form  of  sports,  scoring  11  points. 


To  Honor  John  Elliott. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Recreation  League 
has  been  appointed  Chairman  of  a  Testi- 
monial Committee  of  the  Pacific  Amateur 
Association  and  has  been  active  in  raising 
funds  to  present  a  testimonial  to  "Honest" 
John  Elliott,  who  has  just  retired  after  a 
long  and  valuable  service  as  President  of 
the  Pacific  Association  of  the  Amateur  Ath- 
letic Union.  The  various  clubs  and  leagues 
composing  this  organization  have  contrib- 
uted to  a  fund  with  which  a  gift  will  be 
purchased  and  presented  with  proper  cere- 
monies at  a  testimonial  dinner  on  the  third 
Thursday  in  November  at  the  Press  Club. 
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GHjrtattttaH  (greetings 


^Aj^ITH  the  coming  of  Kris  Kringle,  the  Recreation  League  of  San  Francisco  extends  to  its  members 
411  and  friends  Christmas  Greetings.  The  League  wishes  to  thank  one  and  all  for  their  loyal  support 
^ryr*    t0  the  Work  that  means  so  much  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  this — our  beloved  city. 

The  good  work  of  the  League  has  been  duly  recognized  locally  and  abroad  and  the  tidings  of  its  many 
achievements  have  earned  it  a  recognized  place  among  the  leading  civic  and  philanthropic  organizations 
of  the  country. 

Charles  E.  Hughes,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  gives  us  the  spirit  of  the 
League's  work  when  he  says :  "We  want  to  have  prosperity,  but  in  order  that  prosperity  and  material  gain 
shall  not  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing,  we  must  do  all  we  can  to  promote  the  refining  influences  of 
life — proper  means  of  recreation,  wholesome  enjoyment,  the  cultivation  of  those  capabilities  for  delight 
and  pleasure  which  alone  make  the  gains  of  prosperity  a  blessing  to  the  human  soul."  That  prosperity 
may  be  a  real  blessing  and  that  all  may  enjoy  the  inalienable  rights,  "to  life,  liberty  and  the  PURSUIT  OF 
HAPPINESS,"  is  the  object  of  the  Recreation  League. 

The  Recreation  League  sends  to  its  members  tidings  of  good  works  achieved  and  happiness  bestowed. 
The  sincerest  wish  of  the  League  is  that  its  members  will  continue  their  loyal  support  and  that  the  work 
of  the  League  will  grow  so  that  the  blessings  of  prosperity  and  happiness  may  be  enjoyed  by  all. — J.  E.  R. 


PLAYGROUND  BOARD  MAKES 
IMPORTANT  CHANGES. 


Department  Work  Reorganized. 

Following  a  recommendation  made  by  its 
Play  Committee,  of  which  Marshall  Hale  is 
Chairman,  the  Playground  Commission  has 
decided  upon  a  reorganization  of  the  de- 
partment. In  future  all  of  the  active  work 
will  be  under  the  general  direction  of  Ed- 
ward B.  DeGroot,  the  Consulting  and  Ad- 
visory Superintendent,  and  all  playground 
directors  will  be  responsible  to  him.  The 
physical  upkeep  will  be  under  the  direct 
charge  of  Frank  A.  Lawler,  Secretary  of  the 
Commission,  who,  however,  will  work  under 
DeGroot's  general  supervision. 

Joseph  R.  Hickey,  Superintendent  of  the 
Department,  has  tendered  his  resignation, 
effective  the  first  of  January,  and  the  plans 
of  the  Commission  do  not  contemplate  the 
filling  of  this  position  for  the  present. 
Hickey  has  been  granted  a  leave  of  absence 
from  December  1st.  A  number  of  the  di- 
rectors have  been  transferred  from  one  play- 
ground to  another  on  Mr.  DeGroot's  recom- 
mendation in  the  belief  that  the  general 
service  to  the  public  can  thereby  be  im- 
proved. 

DeGroot  has  presented  plans  to  the  Com- 
mission for  a  comprehensive  treatment  of 
two  of  the  existing  playgrounds,  North 
Beach  and  Spring  Valley,  which  have  never 
been  fully  developed.  Louis  C.  Mullgardt, 
the  architect  made  famous  by  his  Court  of 
Abundance  at  the  Exposition,  is  co-operating 
with  DeGroot  in  designing  the  field  houses 
and  other  architectural  features.  Later  on 
plans  for  the  completion  of  the  Southside 
Playgrounds  and  Marshall  Baths,  at  Nine- 
teenth and  Angelica  streets,  will  also  be  pre- 
sented. 

DeGroot  will  hold  weekly  meetings  of  the 
Playground  directors  to  discuss  the  various 
human  problems  that  are  constantly  coming 
up  in  connection  with  the  management  of 
the  grounds.  In  this  way  he  will  keep  in 
close  touch  with  the  entire  system  and  will 


be  able  to  give  the  directors  the  benefit  of 
his  long  and  varied  experience. 

The  Playground  Commission  believes  that 
it  has  taken  a  long  step  forward  by  this  re- 
organization, and  that  in  the  future  a  more 
systematic  and  expert  treatment  of  the  prob- 
lems of  the  department  will  be  possible.  Mr. 
DeGroot's  new  duties  will  in  no  way  inter- 
fere with  his  work  as  Director  of  the  De- 
partment of  Physical  Education,  Athletics, 
Social  and  Lecture  Centers  under  the  Board 
of  Education. 


HOW  THE  LEAGUE  SERVES  AS 
A  CLEARING  HOUSE. 


Girls'   Section   Has   New   Chairman. 

Mrs.  Richard  Newman  has  succeeded  Miss 
Martha  A.  Chickering  as  Chairman  of  the 
Girls'  Section  of  the  League. 

Miss  Chickering,  who  is  one  of  the 
League's  most  valued  workers,  will  be  away 
from  San  Francisco  during  the  winter,  but 
still  continues  her  active  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Girls'  Section  and  as  a  contrib- 
uting member  of  the  League. 

Mrs.  Newman  has  been  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Girls'  Section,  and  when  its 
members  learned  with  regret  of  Miss  Chick- 
ering's  retirement,  her  name  was  immedi- 
ately suggested  to  President  Lilienthal  as 
the  logical  successor. 


A  Word  of  Thanks. 

The  Recreation  League  wishes  to  express 
its  sincere  thanks  to  the  Recorder  Publish- 
ing Company  for  its  kindness  and  help  in 
printing  our  monthly  bulletin  and  our  An- 
nual Report  practically  at  cost. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Recreation  League 
wishes  to  take  this  occasion  to  personally 
thank  Mr.  Andrew  Wood  of  the  Recorder 
Publishing  Company  for  his  many  kind- 
nesses.  

Columbia  Park's  Twentieth  Birthday. 

The  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club  will  cele- 
brate its  twentieth  anniversary  on  December 
21st.  Major  Sidney  S.  Peixotto  has  ex- 
tended a  cordial  invitation  to  all  members 
of  the  League  to  be  present.  An  elaborate 
program  is  being  arranged,  expressive  of 
the  club's  activities. 


Has  Been  Means  of  Getting  Together. 

The  primary  motive  of  the  Recreation 
League  is  that  it  should  be  a  clearing  house 
for  all  of  its  affiliated  organizations  and 
others  in  the  matter  of  recreation  for  young 
and  old.  However,  anyone  reading  our 
monthly  magazine  or  our  Annual  Report 
must  be  struck  with  the  thought  that  the 
League  is  doing  actual  constructive  pieces 
of  recreation  work  on  its  own  account.  The 
League,  therefore,  is  not  only  of  service  as 
a  clearing  house,  but  actively  develops 
recreational  activities  such  as  the  Boys' 
Camp,  the  Social  Center,  the  Girls'  Swim- 
ming Club,  an  aquatic  celebration  for  Co- 
lumbus Day,  etc. 

Despite  these  important  pieces  of  work,  the 
big  activity  of  the  League  is  in  carrying  out 
its  original  clearing  house  idea.  Our  offices 
have  always  been  open  to  all  social  agencies, 
our  filing  lists  have  been  consulted  and 
books  and  publications  from  our  library 
have  been  loaned  to  other  organizations  and 
complete  co-operation  has  been  given  to  our 
affiliated  organizations  and  other  social 
agencies.  Our  rooms  have  been  loaned  for 
meetings,  and  the  League  has  always  been 
ready  to  co-operate  with  all  civic  committees 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  or  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  to  join  with  all  efforts  such 
as  "San  Francisco  Day"  and  the  Preserva- 
tion of  the  Fine  Arts  Building,  etc.  Our 
offices  are  conveniently  situated  and  they 
serve  as  a  common  meeting  ground  for 
many  non-partisan  civic  movements. 

The  Recreation  League  has  played  no 
small  part  in  the  development  of  the  esprit 
de  corps  among  the  social  workers  of  this 
city. 

If  the  Recreation  League  had  done  noth- 
ing besides  bringing  about  this  getting  to- 
gether of  workers,  this  co-operation  among 
social  agencies,  this  unifying  influence  in 
civic  action,  it  might  well  feel  that  it  had 
justified  its  existence. 
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chance    for    something    real.      Let    us    not 
miss  it. 


Rlncon  Pul>.  Co.  Print. 


fisa  Stevenson  St..  S.  F. 
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LOBOS  SQUARE  lies  somewhere  under 
Toyland  on  the  Zone.  During  the  course 
of  the  next  few  months  Toyland  and  the 
other  concessions  that  cover  this  area  will  be 
removed  and  four  square  blocks  will  be  laid 
bare.  Under  the  agreement  with  the  city 
by  which  the  Exposition  obtained  the  use 
of  this  park  it  must  be  restored  to  its  proper 
condition  by  the  Exposition  Company. 
Lobos  Square  was  essentially  an  unsuper- 
vised playground.  It  contained  space  for 
four  or  five  baseball  diamonds,  handball 
and  tennis  courts,  swings  and  other  play 
equipment.  There  was,  however,  no  partic- 
ular arrangement  of  these,  and  no  super- 
vision of  the  ground  was  maintained,  it 
being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Park 
Commission. 

The  whole  North  Beach  section  needs 
badly  a  place  for  general  recreation,  espe- 
cially for  young  men.  North  Beach  play- 
ground is  too  small  for  proper  baseball 
games  between  adult  teams,  and  such  games 
when  attempted  in  the  past  have  seriously 
interfered  with  the  use  of  the  grounds  by 
younger  children,  so  much  so  that  the  Play- 
ground Commission  has  recently  decided 
that  it  must  restrict  this  type  of  use  in  the 
future. 

The  program  seems  apparent.  Every  or- 
ganization interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
North  Beach  section  should  get  together  and 
see  that  right  now  the  jurisdiction  over 
Lobos  Square  is  transferred  from  the  Park 
to  the  Playground  Commission.  That  Com- 
mission now  has  at  its  disposal  the  services 
of  Edward  B.  DeGroot,  the  man  who  made 
the  greatest  park  and  playground  system 
in  the  country,  the  South  Parks  of  Chicago, 
and  Louis  Mullgardt,  whose  achievements 
are  well  known.  This  combination,  with 
John  McLaren,  who  is  ex  officio  a  member  of 
the  Commission,  should  he  able  to  work  out 
a  plan  for  Lobos  Square  that  would  meet 
every  requirement  of  architectural,  land- 
scape and  recreational  treatment  and  would 
indeed  be  a  credit  to  the  city  as  an  amuse- 
ment center  both  for  adults  and  children. 
Such  treatment  need  not  involve  any  more 
expense  than  restoring  the  park  exactly  as 
it  was,  and  surely  the  Exposition  Company 
will  take  pride  in  leaving  the  Square  in  bet- 
ter condition  than   it   found  it.     Here  is  a 


THE  AQUATIC  SECTION  of  the  League 
has  never  for  a  moment  relaxed  its  long 
fight  to  secure  an  Aquatic  Park  in  Black 
Point  Cove  at  the  foot  of  Van  Ness  Avenue. 
It  is  now  working  on  a  plan  for  exchange 
of  lands  by  the  city  and  Southern  Pacific 
which  will  make  the  park  possible.  The 
matter  is  now  under  consideration  by  the 
Lands  and  Tunnels  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.  A  recent  appraisement 
shows  that  the  property  proposed  for  ex- 
change far  exceeds  the  value  of  that  in  the 
cove.  The  railroad  is  anxious  to  trade,  as  it 
needs  one  piece  and  not  the  other.  Of 
course,  the  city  must  be  safeguarded  against 
loss,  but  as  Chairman  Walter  MacArthur  of 
the  Aquatic  Section  has  said,  an  Aquatic 
Park  would  have  values  to  the  city  that  can- 
not be  measured  in  terms  of  money. 


NOVEMBER  MEETINGS. 

November     1 — Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club. 

November     3 — Girls'  Section. 

November  9 — Leisure  Girl  Committee  Meet- 
ing. 

November  10 — Pacific  Amateur  Assn.  Reg. 
Com. 

November  10 — Street   Play    Committee. 

November  10 — Bay  Cities  Referees'  Assn. 
Meeting. 

November  15 — Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club,  Board 
of   Governors. 

November  17 — Drama  League,  Executive  Com. 
Meeting. 

November  18 — Boys'    Section. 

November  22 — San  Francisco  Athletic  League 
Meeting. 

November  24 — Pacific  Amateur  Assn.  Reg. 
Com. 

November  27 — Leisure  Girl  Committee  Meet- 
ing. 

November  29 — Dolphin  Swimming  and  Boating 
Club   Meeting. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing memberships  for  November: 


Mr.     and     Mrs.     J.     C. 

Astredo 
Miss    T.    A.    Brookman 
Mrs.  J.  M.   Cushing 
Mrs.   Louis  Sloss 
Mrs.   Joseph  Ehrman 
Mr.   S.   I.   Wormser 
Mrs.      Alfred      Greene- 

baum 
Mrs.  M.   S.   Haywards 
Mrs.    Richard  Newman 
Mrs.  Arthur  C.   Nahl 
Columbia     Park     Boys' 

Club 
William  H.   Nicoll 
Jessica  B.   Peixotto 


Miss  Helen   Stocking 
Mrs.  K.   C.  McGrath 
Mrs.  Henry  Sinsheimer 
Spalding   &   Co. 
San     Francisco     Labor 

Council     (Sept.,     Oct. 

and  Nov.) 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Vaughan 
Mrs.  G.  H.  Irving 
Mrs.   Geo.   "Wale 
Warren  Gregory 
Agnes  G.  Regan 
Wm.  L.  Gerstle 
James  H.  Schwabacher 
George  A.  Pope 


Show  Appreciation  of  League's  Work. 

It  is  not  well  to  blow  one's  own  horn,  but 
some  of  the  letters  that  come  with  renew- 
als of  memberships  in  the  Recreation 
League  seem  worth  passing  on  to  others 
than  the  Secretary. 

It  is,  indeed,  gratifying  not  only  to  get  the 
checks,  but  also  to  get  the  personal  word  of 
commendation.  The  following  is  but  a  sam- 
ple of  many  received  at  the  office: 

"Enclosed  you  will  find  check  for  $5.00  in 
payment  of  my  membership  dues  in  the  League. 
It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  again  renew  my  mem- 
bership for  I  feel  the  Recreation  League  is  one 
of  the  active  organizations  of  this  city  that  is 
doing   much   good   for  young  and   old. 

"The  idea  of  the  Recreation  League  being  the 
clearing  house  for  all  constructive  social  agen- 
cies of  this  city  working  for  the  betterment 
of  it  is  one  that  should  be  supported  by  every- 
one and  the  idea  that  there  are  no  paid  officers 
in  the  League,  but  that  all  are  contributing  not 
only  money  but  labor  to  the  good  of  the  cause 
makes  me  feel  that  the  League's  efforts  should 
be   liberally   supported. 

"I  wish  also  to  say  that  I  take  pleasure  in 
attending  the  monthly  luncheons  of  the  League; 
if  they  are  not  large  in  numbers,  I  find  them 
very    interesting   and    profitable. 

"Yours  very   truly, 


LEAGUE    HAS    REASON    TO    BE 
PROUD  OF  OFFSPRING. 

Many  Active  Bodies  Fathered. 

By  James  Edward  Rogers. 

The  Recreation  League  has  much  to  be 
proud  of  for  the  organizations  that  it  has 
helped  to  initiate  have  all  proven  success- 
ful and  are  now  actively  participating  in 
the  development  of  the  social  and  recrea- 
tional activities  of  this  city. 

The  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club  is  a  thriv- 
ing organization  with  over  two  hundred 
members  and  a  club-house  near  the  munici- 
pal golf  links  and  has  an  annual  expendi- 
ture of  nearly  four  thousand  dollars. 

The  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club  is  an  affili- 
ated member  of  the  League  and  has  its 
offices  with  us.  The  Club  is  active  in  the 
development  of  the  municipal  golf  links  at 
Lincoln  Park  and  in  spreading  that  sport 
among  the  people. 

The  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  is  an- 
other flourishing  organization  bringing 
athletics  that  previously  were  only  possible 
to  school  boys  to  the  working  boy  as  well. 
A  full  account  of  this  organization's  ac- 
tivities will  be  found  elsewhere.  The  Rec- 
reation League  feels  that  in  helping  to 
start  this  League  it  has  done  a  construct- 
ive piece  of  work. 

The  Monroe  School  Social  Center  has 
continued  in  its  good  work  and  under  the 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Education  it 
is  a  thriving  social  center. 

The  work  that  the  Recreation  League 
accomplished  in  starting  this  social  center 
and  maintaining  it  for  a  year  until  it  was 
taken  over  by  the  Board  of  Education  and 
continued  as  a  social  center  has  been  of 
much  service  in  that  neighborhood.  The 
League  will  always  look  back  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  Monroe  School  Social 
Center  as  a  distinct  step  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  recreational  life  of  this  com- 
munity and  to  feel  that  it  played  no  small 
part  in  the  development  of  public  educa- 
tion in  the  direction  of  the  need  of  such 
centers  and  the  need  of  public  control  of 
recreation. 

The  Recreation  League  should  feel 
happy  in  having  the  Pacific  Amateur  Asso- 
ciation use  its  office,  for  this  Association 
has  jurisdiction  over  all  of  the  amateur 
athletics  in  this  part  of  the  State  and  has 
been  a  pioneer  in  the  development  of  ama- 
teur sport  athletics  on  the  Coast. 


Well  Known  Musicians  to  Speak. 

The  last  1915  monthly  luncheon  of  the 
League  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  interesting  luncheons  held  this 
year. 

The  topic,  "Music — Its  Place  in  the  Com- 
munity Life",  is  one  that  interests  the  whole 
community.  A  great  deal  has  been  done 
along  the  line  of  the  development  of  or- 
chestral music,  but  little  attention  has  been 
given  in  a  broad  community  way  toward  the 
development  of  choral  singing  and  the  hold- 
ing of  annual  singing  festivals. 

The  Recreation  League  hopes  to  start  the 
good  work  in  this  direction  as  it  did  with 
the  San  Francisco  Philharmonic  Orchestra, 
which  is  now  one  of  the  permanent  insti- 
tutions of  this  city. 

Mr.  Herman  Perlet,  Conductor  of  the 
People's  Philharmonic  Orchestra;  Mr.  Paul 
Steindorff,  Conductor  of  the  San  Francisco 
Orchestra  Society;  Mr.  Julius  Weber.  Leader 
of  the  Berkeley  Musical  Society;  Mr.  Wal- 
lace A.  Sabin,  Leader  of  the  Loring  Club; 
Madame  Tojettl,  President,  Pacific  Musical 
Society;  Mr.  W.  B.  Bourn,  President,  San 
Francisco  Musical  Association,  and  Madame 
Tojetti,  President,  Pacific  Musical  Society, 
were  invited  to  be  present  and  give  their 
views  on  the  general  topic  of  the  day. 
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ATHLETIC     DEVELOPMENT     IN 
THE   PHILIPPINES. 
III.     Work  for  the  Girls. 

By  Frank  L.  Crone. 
Director  of  Education  for  the  Philippines. 

The  greatest  difficulty  in  making  the  plan 
of  physical  education  general  for  both  boys 
and  girls  was  in  introducing  it  among  the 
girls.  The  old  standard  of  propriety  and 
decorum  for  girls  and  young  women  would 
not  permit  of  their  engaging  in  any  form 
of  strenuous  exercises.  In  fact,  proper  con- 
duct for  those  who  did  not  have  to  be  out  of 
doors  working  in  the  fields  or  in  other  em- 
ployment, would  keep  them  within  doors 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and 
would  allow  them  only  evening  walks  in 
company  with  parents  or  other  guardians. 
Even  after  these  young  people  had  become 
acquainted  with  the  need  for  physical  train- 
ing and  interested  in  school  games,  the 
school  authorities  met  opposition  from  the 
parents,  who  could  not  readily  be  persuaded 
to  accept  such  radical  changes  from  the  old 
to  the  new. 

The  earliest  efforts  made  among  the  girls 
were  in  the  stereotyped  form  of  calisthenics. 
Then  came  the  game  of  tennis.  Several 
years  ago  the  first  girl  basketball  teams 
were  organized  and  were  making  consid- 
erably progress;  indoor  baseball  for  girls 
was  introduced,  and  this  game,  it  seems,  is 
the  one  which  school  teachers  and  school 
girls  alike  have  adopted  as  the  one  which  is 
most  fitting  and  which  meets  the  situation 
best.  It  provides  healthy  exercise  in  a  game 
which  is  highly  competitive  and  spectacular, 
and  which  at  the  same  time  allows  a  large 
number  of  participants.  Basketball  con- 
tinues to  have  its  adherents  and  it  is  a  per- 
manent girls'  game,  while  volley  ball  and 
tennis  also  take  care  of  a  large  number. 

The  effect  of  this  sort  of  training  has  just 
begun  to  be  felt.  It  gives  girls  and  young 
women  a  new  idea  of  what  is  healthy  ana 
proper  in  the  way  of  exercise.  It  gives 
them  a  new  confidence  in  their  own  strength, 
whether  moral  or  physical,  and  has  brought 
about  a  very  noticeable  improvement  in 
man's  attitude  toward  woman.  No  mention 
need  be  made  of  the  physical  improvement 
which  is  if  anything  more  marked  than 
that  of  the  boys  and  young  men. 

Among  the  primitive  peoples  athletics 
have  a  peculiar  place.  Through  games  be- 
tween the  various  districts  there  will  be 
brought  about  a  spirit  of  friendliness  among 
peoples  disposed  to  be  hostile.  Feuds  will 
come  to  be  settled  more  and  more  through 
the  influence  of  athletic  sports.  These  ten- 
dencies are  very  evident  among  the  moun- 
tain peoples  in  northern  Luzon,  the  primi- 
tive and  Mohammedan  peoples  of  Min- 
danao. 

An  incident  which  occurred  in  the  Moun- 
tain Province  four  years  ago  will  serve  to 
show  the  place  athletics  have  come  to  as- 
sume in  the  life  of  the  primitive  peoples  of 
the  Philippines.  The  Mountain  Province  is 
inhabited  by  various  tribes  which  until  a 
few  years  ago  were  mutually  hostile.  The 
school  system  has  been  extended  to  every 
part  of  the  mountain  country,  and  in  1911 
three  hundred  school  athletes  were  brought 
into  Baguio  for  an  athletic  meet.  The  meet 
was  held  and  the  best  of  feeling  prevailed. 
One  old  chief  declared  that  it  was  a  wonder- 
ful thing  that  such  a  meeting  could  be  held 
without  serious  trouble.  "And  just  look  at 
that",  he  said,  "the  umpire  has  just  called 
our  batter  out.  A  few  years  ago  no  umpire 
could  call  our  batter  out". 

The  general  introduction  of  athletics  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
and  their  extension  to  practically  every 
class  in  society  has  accomplished  many 
things.  There  is  increased  regularity  in  at- 
tendance   and    a    practical    elimination    of 


tardiness.  There  has  grown  up,  besides,  a 
school  spirit  which  did  not  exist  before  to 
which  athletics  have  contributed  much. 
Athletic  sports  have  at  the  same  time  en- 
listed the  enthusiasm  and  support  of 
thousands  of  people  who  would  have  other- 
wise taken  little  or  no  interest  in  schools. 
There  has  been  a  noticeable  change  of  ideals 
and  a  growing  appreciation  of  the  youth 
who  are  well  equipped  physically  for  life's 
battle.  There  has  been  noticeable  physical 
improvement  directly  traceable  to  athletics 
and  there  is  gradually  evolving  in  the  Phil- 
ippines a  new  type  which  will  be  very  much 
superior  to  the  old.  Athletics  have  done 
much  to  displace  vicious  amusements.  The 
cockpit  finds  in  athletics  its  most  dangerous 
competitor. 

Athletics  are  also  displacing  a  number  of 
games  formerly  played  by  children  which 
have  a  gambling  element  in  them  and  which 
are  objectionable  from  the  physical  point  of 
view.  There  has  come  into  the  youth  of  the 
Philippines  a  new  spirit  of  sportsmanship 
which  is  turning  out  as  a  product  a  genera- 
tion of  fine  upstanding  young  men  who  play 
the  game  for  all  it  is  worth  and  act  like 
men,  whether  in  victory  or  defeat.  Ath- 
letics have  touched  the  home  and  town  life 
in  nearly  all  of  its  phases  and  the  influence 
has  been  all  for  the  good.  There  has  come 
largely  as  a  result  of  athletics  a  new  con- 
ception of  the  worth  of  the  Filipino.  Those 
who  have  denied  to  him  the  power  to  de- 
velop energy  and  enthusiasm  must  revise 
their  judgments.  And  the  Filipino  himself 
who  has  for  years  been  accustomed  to  hear 
his  value  depreciated  is  coming  to  realize, 
as  he  never  has  before,  the  true  possibilities 
of  his  people.  Athletics  have  been  used  as 
a  means  to  interest  people  in  other  civic 
movements,  and  when  the  history  of  this 
first  half  of  the  twentieth  century  comes  to 
be  written,  athletics  in  the  Philippines  will 
be  given  much  of  the  credit  for  the  physical 
and  civic  betterment  of  the  Filipino  people, 
and  will  take  their  place  along  with  the 
academic  instruction  which  has  brought 
about  intellectual  awakening  and  the  in- 
dustrial instruction  which  has  practically 
revolutionized  the  ideas  of  the  people  in  re- 
gard to  education  and  industry. 


Establish   New    Social    Center. 

A  new  Social  Center  will  be  established 
by  the  Board  of  Education  at  the  Yerba 
Buena  School  at  Webster  and  Greenwich 
Streets,  during  the  present  month.  This 
will  make  the  fourth  center  being  operated 
by  the  Board  under  Mr.  DeGroot's  direction. 
The  others  are  located  at  the  Monroe  School, 
Excelsior  Avenue  and  London  Street;  the 
Bryant  School,  Bryant  and  Twenty-second 
Streets,  and  the  John  Swett  School,  Golden 
Gate  Avenue  and  Franklin  Street. 

The  Yerba  Buena  Center  was  started  about 
a  year  ago,  but  suspended  its  operations  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  Exposition,  which  it  is 
ing  the  period  o  the  Exposition,  which  it  is 
within  a  block  of,  as  the  interest  of  the 
neighborhood  was  too  much  in  the  Fair  to 
make  the  center  a  success.  The  center  will 
be  in  charge  of  Miss  Kate  F.  Casey,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  school.  The  yard  of  this  school 
has  been  for  some  years  operated  by  the 
Playground  Commission  as  a  public  play- 
ground. The  Social  Center  will  afford  oppor- 
tunity for  the  older  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood.   

People's  Institute  Reports. 

The  Recreation  League  is  in  receipt  of  re- 
ports from  the  People's  Institute  of  New 
York  City,  including  the  annual  report  and 
the  following  pamphlets: 

"The  City  Where  Crime  Is  Play." 

"Notes  on  Community  Center  Work  in 
School  Buildings"  (two  parts). 

"Motion  Pictures." 


BOYS'  GYMNASTIC  CONTEST  IS 
REMARKABLE  SUCCESS. 

First  of  Kind  Held. 
By  Thomas  DeNike, 

The  gymnasium  championship  contest 
held  by  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  on 
November  12th  produced  some  interesting 
competition  among  the  various  League  or- 
ganizations. More  than  sixty  boys  partici- 
pated, and  it  was  the  impression  of  all  that 
the  contest  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
events  conducted  by  the  League. 

Fourteen  teams,  representing  nine  clubs, 
competed  in  two  classes — the  Juniors  and 
Seniors.  Two  set  and  one  free  exercise 
were  executed  on  the  parallel  bars,  side 
horse  and  mats,  each  exercise  being  judged 
as  to  approach,  form,  proper  execution,  dif- 
ficulty and  dismount.  The  boys,  as  a  rule, 
showed  results  of  thorough  training,  and 
some  remarkable  exhibitions  in  gymnastics 
were  given. 

The  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club  made  the 
most  effective  showing  and  won  the  team 
prize  in  both  Junior  and  Senior  classes. 
Demetresan  of  the  Canon  Kip  Boys'  Club 
was  judged  the  best  individual  performer, 
receiving  80  points  out  of  a  possible  90. 

In  addition  to  the  team  prizes,  first,  sec- 
ond and  third  individual  prizes  were  given 
in  each  class. 

Following  is  the  result  of  the  conetst  by 
clubs: 

Junior  Class. 

POINTS 

1.  Columbia  Park  Boys  Club 218 

2.  Olympic  Club  216 

3.  San  Francisco  Turn  Verein 203 

4.  Y.  M.  C.  A 159 

5.  San  Francisco  Boys'  Club 157 

6.  Young  Men's  Institute 108 

Senior   Class. 

POINTS 

1.  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club 225 

2.  Canon  Kip  Boys'  Club 208 

3.  Olympic  Club  204 

4.  San  Francisco  Turn  Verein 200 

5.  Y.  M.  C.  A 199 

6.  Cathedral  Mission  Athletic  Club 191 

7.  Young  Men's  Institute 155 

The     Boys'     Club     Athletic     League     has 

added  two  new  members  to  its  ranks,  the 
B'nai  B'rith,  represented  by  Prof.  S.  E. 
Wellfield,  and  the  Excelsior  Boys'  Club,  rep- 
resented  by   Mr.   Edward   Penaluna. 


Auditorium  Manager  Selected. 

Louis  Levy,  who  in  his  connection  with 
the  Department  of  Special  Events  at  the 
Exposition  has  had  the  management  of  most 
of  the  important  "days"  and  celebrations  at 
the  Fair,  has  been  selected  as  manager  of 
the  Exposition  Auditorium  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  All  who  know  Mr.  Levy  recog- 
nize him  as  a  man  of  energy,  tact,  and 
ability  to  handle  details.  He  would  seem  to 
be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  The 
League  must  of  necessity  be  interested  in 
the  Auditorium  as  it  seems  destined  to  play 
a  prominent  part  in  the  recreation  life  of 
the  city.  It  is  good  to  know  that  a  man  of 
Mr.  Levy's  stamp  has  been  selected  to  direct 
its  destinies. 


Lady    Gregory    Addresses    Drama    League. 

Lady  Gregory,  of  Dublin,  spoke  on  the 
Irish  Theater  and  the  Irish  Players  at  Na- 
tive Sons'  Hall  on  November  16  under  the 
auspices  of  the  San  Francisco  Center  of  the 
Drama  League  of  America.  The  large  aud- 
ience that  greeted  Lady  Gregory  was  de- 
lighted with  her  talk  and  the  reading  of  one 
of  her  plays. 

The  Drama  League  is  closely  connected 
with  the  work  of  the  Recreaton  League 
through  its  President,  Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton. 
who  is  Chairman  of  our  Dramatic  Section. 
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APATHETIC  cry  for  help  is  sent  out  by 
a  current  magazine  in  these  words: 
"Cannot  somebody  invent  a  game  for  us 
all  to  play?"  The  fact  is  bewailed  that 
tlio  American  people  are  rather  watchers 
of  play  than  participants  in  the  game; 
that  thousands  look  on,  while  a  few  skilled 
performers  amuse  them;  that  the  recre- 
atings  effects  of  active  athletics  are  not 
enjoyed  by  the  people  as  a  whole. 

The  solution  of  the  problem  would  seem 
to  lie  not  so  much  in  the  invention  of  a 
game    (a     sort     of    recreational    panacea) 
which  would  appeal  to  everyone,  as  in  the 
use  of  better  methods  for  making  popular 
the   many    forms    of   recreation    and    ath- 
letics which  now  appeal  especially  to  the 
more   active   members   of  the   community. 
Differences  in  age,   temperament  and   cir- 
cumstances are  so  great  that  extraordinary 
means  are  necessary  to  produce  a  happy 
state  of  universal  self-expression  in  play. 
In    many   cities   active   participation   in 
athletics  and  play  has   been  made  a  part 
of  the  education   of  the  young  by  means 
of    athletic    leagues    which    stimulate    not 
only   the   best   athletes   by  special   events, 
but    engage    all    the    children    in    "class 
athletics"  adapted  to  general  participation. 
It  might  be  possible  for  a  city  planning 
commission    to    extend    this    idea     to     the 
people  as  a   whole;    first,   by  constructing 
an    ample    place    with    adequate    facilities 
for  various   recreational   activities   on  the 
part    of    the    community;    second,    by   cre- 
ating parks  and  playgrounds  in  the  differ- 
ent   districts    of   the    city   suitable    to    the 
recreational  needs   of  these  sections;    and 
lastly,   by  arranging  a  program  of  recrea- 
tion,  play  and  athletic  activity  extending 
throughout  the  year,  at  first  arousing  pub- 
lic interest  through  neighborhood  or  dis- 
trict   exhibitions    and    competitions    which 
would  finally  result  in  a  mighty  intra-city 
demonstration  of  rivalry  in  play. 


John  Elliott  Testimonial  Dinner. 

A  notable  gathering  of  athletic  leaders 
from  all  sections  of  the  territory  repre- 
sented in  the  Pacific  Association  of  the  Ama- 
teur Athletic  Union  tendered  their  respects 
to  John  Elliott  at  the  Press  Club  on  the  18th 
of  November.  The  striking  part  played  by 
"Honest  John  Elliott"  in  the  wonderful  de- 
velopment of  athletics  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
during  the  past  thirty  years  was  dwelt  upon 
by  representative  speakers.  James  Edward 
Rogers  was  toastmaster,  and  introduced  the 
following: 

Wm.  F.  Humphrey,  President,  Olympic 
Club,  "John  Elliott,  Olympian." 

Sidney  S.  Peixotto,  Past  President,  Pa- 
cific Association,  "John  Elliott  and  the  Pa- 
cific Association." 

Walter  A.  Scott,  "The  Old  Boys." 
R.  R.  Templeton,  "The  Young  Boys." 
Colonel  Edwards,  "Reminiscences." 
Robert  W.  Dodd,  President  of  the  Pacific 
Association,  then  gave  a  neat  "presentation" 
speech,  tendering  to  the  guest  of  honor  a  sil- 
ver tea  and  coffee  set  from  the  members  of 
the  Pacific  Association  of  the  Amateur  Ath- 
letic Union. 


P.  S.  A.  L.  Basketball  Nearly  Over. 

The  Public  Schools  Athletic  League  is  hav- 
ing a  banner  season  in  basketball  this  year. 
A  total  of  88  teams  registered  for  competi- 
tion from  42  grammar  schools  of  the  city. 
Forty   teams  entered  the  95-pound  division 


and    24    teams   each   entered   the   110-pound 
and  125-pound  division. 

The  contest  has  now  narrowed  down  to 
the  district  winners,  who  will  compete  for 
city  championship  honors.  The  winners  of 
the  various  districts  are  as  follows: 
.  95-pound  class — District  No.  1,  Hancock; 
District  No.  2,  Roosevelt;  District  No.  3, 
Columbia;    District  No.   4,  Fairmount. 

110-pound  class — District  No.  1,  Washing- 
ton; District  No.  2,  Hamilton;  District  No.  3, 
Columbia;   District  No.  4,  Fairmount. 

125-pound  class — District  No.  1,  Sherman; 
District  No.  2,  Roosevelt;  District  No.  3, 
James  Lick;   District  No.  4,  Bay  View. 


S.  F.  A.  L.  Widens  Program. 

The  San  Francisco  Athletic  League,  which 
is  the  controlling  body  in  local  high  school 
circles,  is  making  constant  efforts  to  widen 
its  program  to  include  more  boys  in  its 
sports.  Recently  the  league  decided  to  add 
two  more  classes  in  basket  ball,  so  that  this 
year  games  w,ill  be  arranged  for  teams 
weighing  under  100  lbs.,  under  110  lbs., 
under  120  lbs.,  under  130  lbs.,  and  for 
unlimited  teams.  The  110  and  130  lb.  classes 
are  new. 

The  league  also  recently  added  two  new 
events  to  its  swimming  program,  the  50 
yards  back  stroke,  the  50  yards  breast 
stroke  and  the  plunge  for  distance.  It  will 
eliminate  the  440  and  880  yard  swims  in 
future  as  being  too  long  for  high  school  boys. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES. 

Following  a  recent  reorganization  of  the 
San  Francisco  Playground  System,  the  fol- 
lowing transfers  of  Playground  directors 
have  been  ordered:  Lees  J.  Schantz,  from 
Southside  to  Excelsior;  Minnie  Murthin, 
from  Jackson  to  North  Beach;  Nanette 
Leavy,  from  Bay  View  to  Presidio  Heights; 
Edward  Penaluna,  from  Excelsior  to  South- 
side;  Claire  Evans,  from  Excelsior  to  Jack- 
son; Gertrude  Freese,  from  North  Beach  to 
Bay  View;  Ray  Carol  Kaplan,  from  substi- 
tute to  Excelsior,  and  Helen  Boone  Ellis, 
from  sbustitute  to  Yerba  Buena. 
*     *     * 

During  the  month  of  November  the  Lick- 
Wilmerding  ruggers  conducted  a  series  of 
interclass  Rugby  games  on  Jackson  Play- 
ground. The  senior  class  won  the  series  by 
superior  knowledge  of  the  game. 


KEENLY  CONTESTED  BASKETBALL 
IN  BOYS'  CLUB  ATHLETIC  LEAGUE 

The  third  annual  basketball  tournament 
of  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  is  well 
under  way,  with  thirty-three  teams  in  com- 
petition. The  weight  divisions  have  been 
changed  slightly  this  year  so  as  to  accom- 
modate a  larger  number  of  boys,  the  classes 
being  95,  110,  120  and  130  pounds. 

Thirteen  organizations  are  represented  in 
the  tournament,  and  competition  in  all 
classes  is  keener  than  ever  before.  The 
schedule  of  games  has  been  so  arranged  that 
every  game  is  played  on  a  neutral  court, 
the  various  organizations  showing  a  spirit 
of  co-operation  in  giving  over  their  gym- 
nasiums for  this  purpose.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
has  given  the  use  of  their  gymnasium  for 
the  final  games  in  the  120-  and  130-pound 
class,  scheduled  for  December  17,  to  which 
a  nominal  charge  will  probably  be  made 
to  cover  the  expense  of  conducting  the  tour- 
nament. Thirty  games  will  be  required  to 
decide  the  championship  of  the  different 
classes. 

The  entries  are  as  follows: 

95-pound  class — Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club, 
B'nai  B'rith,  Olympic  Club,  Pacific  Hebrew 
Orphan  Asylum,  People's  Place,  Wesley 
Club,  Young  Men's  Institute,  San  Francisco 
Turn  Verein,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  the  Excelsior 
Playgrounds  Club. 

110-pound  class — -Columbia  Park  Boys' 
Club,  Olympic  Club,  Pacific  Hebrew  Orphan 
Asylum,  People's  Place,  Telegraph  Hill 
Boys'  Club,  Wesley  Club,  Young  Men's  In- 
stitute. 

120-pound  class—Columbia  Park  Boys' 
Club,  B'nai  B'rith  Juniors,  B'nai  B'rith 
Seniors,  Excelsior  Playgrounds  Club,  Olym- 
pic Club,  People's  Place,  San  Francisco 
Boys'  Club,  Telegraph  Hill  Boys'  Club, 
Young  Men's  Institute,  Y.  M.  H.  A. 

130-pound  class — Cathedral  Mission  Ath- 
letic Club,  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club,  Olym- 
pic Club,  San  Francisco  Boys'  Club,  Wesley 
Clubs,  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Trophies  for  the  various  classes  have  been 
given  by  the  following  business  firms:  Geo. 
Larson  &  Co.,  95-pound  class;  Carroll  &  Til- 
ton,  110-pound  class;  Sorensen  &  Co.,  120- 
pound  class;   The  Juvenile,  130-pound  class. 
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CHILD'S    PLAY    TIME    IS   VITAL 
CONCERN  TO  MOTHERS. 

Benefits  of  Supervised  Play. 
By   Mrs.   Frank   H.   Harris, 

President  S-  F.  Congress  of  Mothers. 

The  function  of  the  Mothers'  Clubs  and 
Parent-Teacher  Associations  is  primarily 
within  the  home  and  the  school,  a  medium 
of  reciprocity  between  the  two,  but  in  the 
pursuit  of  that  function  we  are  realizing 
that  the  time  spent  neither  in  the  home 
nor  in  the  school  but  in  play  and  recrea- 
tion, is  quite  as  vital  in  the  on-going  of 
the  child  and  quite  as  needful  of  careful 
consideration  and  supervision  as  that  spent 
in  other  departments  of  his  life. 

As  to  the  play-time  of  the  child,  scarcely 
a  mother  can  be  found  who  has  not  at 
some  time  faced  the  vexing  problem  of 
street  play  for  her  children  and  suffered 
from  its  results.  We  must  all  realize  that 
if  that  time  be  spent  in  a  well  supervised 
playground  where  the  child  is  getting  good 
fresh  air  and  plenty  of  vigorous,  healthful 
exercise  plus  fun  and  frolic,  he  or  she  as 
well  as  the  parent,  is  greatly  the  gainer. 
And  not  only  these,  but  the  poor  unpro- 
tected pedestrian  who  is  making  his  peril- 
ous way  along  the  city  street  after  school 
hours  with  life  and  limb  moment?  rily 
threatened  by  madly  speeding  coasters, 
push-mobiles  and  roller  skates,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  deadly  baseball  coming  in 
his  direction;  he,  too,  would  be  the  gainer 
many    times    over. 

Another  and  by  no  means  the  smallest 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  public  play- 
grounds is  the  social  training  imparted 
during  the  intercourse  with  other  children 
under  these  favorable  conditions.  The  wise 
supervisor  understands  that  character  is 
formed  quite  as  much  during  play  time 
as  study  time  and  recognizes  this  as  a 
golden  opportunity  in  which  to  instill 
ideals  in  social  relationship,  one  with  an- 
other, in  ethics,  morals  and  true  courtesy, 
all  combining  to  make  a  better  child  at 
school,  at  home,  and  a  better  citizen  in 
later  life.  And  here  I  would  emphasize 
the  necessity  for  a  well-trained,  wise  and 
cogent  supervisor,  one  whose  influence  for 
good  may  be  felt  throughout  the  child  life 
of  the  neighborhood,  as  otherwise  a  large 
part  of  the  virtue  of  the  playground  is  lost. 

Another  logical  result  of  well  supervised 
recreational  centers  must  also  be  less  need 
for  the  Juvenile  Court,  the  Probation  Offi- 
cer and  the  Reform  School,  as  the  making 
of  a  young  criminal  usually  occurs  during 
leisure  hours  when  neither  home  nor 
school  duties  call.  Then  it  is  that  the  lack 
of  good,  wholesome,  legitimate  fun  and  a 
definite  place  to  find  it,  results  in  his 
seeking    it    in    undesirable    avenues. 

The  work  of  the  Recreational  League 
and  like  organizations  is  not  only  pre- 
ventive but  essentially  constructive  in 
character  and  deserves  the  hearty  support 
and  co-operation  of  all  child  welfare 
workers.  It  is,  however,  particularly  allied 
to  the  lines  of  work  of  the  Mothers'  Clubs 
and  Parent-Teacher  Associations,  and  we 
hope  through  our  Recreation  Department 
to  reap  a  rich  harvest  in  future  as  a  re- 
sult of  our  recent  joint  conference  with 
the  Recreation  League  which  was  both  in- 
spiring and  enlightening  to  all  participants. 


CONFERENCE  OF 
MOTHERS'  CLUBS 
IS  ENTHUSIASTIC 

TWENTY-EIGHT  Mothers'  Clubs  were 
represented  at  a  special  conference 
which  took  place  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Recreation  League  on  January  27th.  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Baldwin,  Chairman  of  the  League's 
Program  Committee,  presided. 

Following  is  an  account  of  the  meeting 
prepared  by  Mrs.  Baldwin: 

The  joint  conference  on  recreation  of  the 
Mothers' Congress  and  the  Recreation  League 
was  the  outcome  of  a  suggestion  made  by 
Mrs.  George  Wale  of  the  Mothers'  Congress. 
With  Mrs.  Harris,  the  President,  and  other 
members,  she  had  attended  the  December 
luncheon  of  the  League,  where  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  Section  on  Community  Singing 
was  the  main  topic  and  where  reports  of 
other  work  being  done  by  the  League  were 
made. 

"I  wish  that  all  my  Mothers'  Clubs  mem- 
bers could  attend  these  luncheons  and  hear 
these  discussions  of  reports,"  said  Mrs. 
Harris. 

"Could  not  we  have  a  Luncheon  Program 
for  the  Mothers'  Congress?'    suggested   ! 
Wale. 

The  suggestion  was  taken  up  by  the  Pro- 
gram Committee  and  it  was  found  that  a 
conference  at  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon 
could  be  more  generally  attended. 

Mrs.  Tomlinson,  Chairman  of  Recreation 
of  the  Mothers'  Congress,  invited  the  Chair- 
men of  Recreation  of  each  club  to  attend, 
and  although  San  Francisco  was  the  center 
of  the  worst  storm  of  the  season  that  after- 
noon, the  room  was  well  filled  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Mothers'  Clubs  of  San 
Francisco,  about  forty  being  in  attendance, 
representing  twenty-eight  organizations. 

Mr.  Edward  B.  DeGroot  talked  upon  the 
subject  of  "Playgrounds  and  Play  Oppor- 
tunities in  Neighborhoods";  of  the  develop- 
ment of  open  spaces  and  parks  as  athletic 
grounds  for  older  boys;  and  of  the  necessity 
of  a  comprehensive  plan  upon  which  all 
could  work  for  playgrounds  and  recreation. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Fitz-Gerald,  Principal  of  the 
John  Swett  School,  told  of  her  plan  for  in- 
teresting the  boys  and  girls  who  have  left 
school  in  the  activities  of  social  center  work 
at  the  school  house.  Her  talk  contained 
many  practical  suggestions  for  co-operation 
between  parents  and  teachers,  school  and 
neighborhood  life. 

Mr.  James  Edward  Rogers,  Secretary  of 
the  Recreation  League,  outlined  the  interests 
and  activities  of  the  League,  pointed  out  its 
relationship  to  recreational  work  in  all  parts 
of  the  city  and  its  ability  to  furnish  informa- 
tion and  guidance  to  any  organization  or  in- 
dividual seeking  such  help.  He  mentioned 
the  survey  of  street  play  and  the  inquiry 
into  the  recreation  of  girls  in  industry  and 
girls  of  leisure  as  instancing  work  of  the 
League  which  will  furnish  a  basis  for  intelli- 
gent co-operation  of  all  other  organizations 
with  the  League. 

Mrs.  Tomlinson  and  Mrs.  Harris  took  part 
in  the  discussions  and  spoke  of  the  plans  of 
the  Mothers'  Congress  to  take  up  through 
its  individual  clubs  the  question  of  recrea- 
tion. 


HOW     MOTHERS'     CLUBS     CAN 
HELP    THE    LEAGUE. 

Chances  for  Close  Co-operation. 
By  James   Edwabd  Rogers, 
Secretary  Recreation  League. 

The  Recreation  League  and  Mothers' 
Clubs  have  many  things  in  common.  The 
splendid  meeting  of  January  27th  demon- 
strated that  the  League  and  Mothers'  Clubs 
should  be  closely  identified  and  that  by 
working  together  much  good  for  the  civic 
betterment  of  this  community  could  be 
accomplished.  The  Recreation  League  as 
a  clearing  house,  acts  as  the  hub  and  the 
Mothers'  Clubs  could  be  the  spokes  that 
radiate  throughout  the  community.  With 
common  action  much  can  be  done  toward 
concentrating  public  opinion  in  matters 
recreational  and  in  getting  common  civic 
action. 

There  is  much  in  the  work  of  the  League 
that  touches  closely  the  interests  of  the 
mothers.  The  work  of  our  Commercialized 
Amusement  Section,  under  Mrs.  Louis 
Hertz,  should  have  the  active  interest  and 
support  of  the  Mothers'  Clubs.  The 
Mothers'  Clubs  should  have  representatives 
in  the  Girls'  Section,  of  which  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard Newman  is  chairman.  The  splendid 
.  ork  done  by  our  Dance  Hall  Section  un- 
der the  leadership  of  Miss  Alicia  Mos- 
grove  is  of  vital  concern  to  the  mothers 
who    should   be    actively    co-operating. 

We  must  have  a  closer  connection  be- 
tween our  Mothers'  Clubs  and  the  Recrea- 
tion League.  Representatives  should  attend 
our  monthly  luncheons,  as  matters  of  vital 
importance  come  up  for  discussion  and 
action.  Clubs  should  receive  our  literature, 
keeping  them  in  touch  with  the  latest 
word  in  the  field  of  recreation,  that  is, 
as  concerning  playgrounds,  schools,  recrea- 
tion beaches,  fete  days,  pageantry,  folk 
dancing,  children's  theater  and  civic  cele- 
brations. 

The  League  at  the  present  time  is  inter- 
ested in  the  development  of  community 
singing  and  the  establishment  of  people's 
choruses  in  neighborhoods,  the  idea  in 
mind  of  massing  these  groups  into  one 
grand  San  Francisco  Choral  Union  with 
an  annual  Music  Festival  at  the  Civic  Audi- 
torium. 

The  Recreation  League  is  also  vitally 
interested  in  seeing  that  good,  clean  dance 
halls  are  provided  for  our  young  women 
who  have  no  other  means  of  recreation. 
Our  Girls'  Section  is  interested  in  develop- 
ing girls'  swimming  clubs,  walking  clubs 
and  other  forms  of  wholesome  amusement 
for  our  young  women. 

The  Recreation  League  has  accumulated 
one  of  the  finest  libraries  on  matters  recre- 
ational and  is  ready  at  all  times  to  give 
expert  advice.  It  would  be  a  good  thing 
for  the  Mothers'  Clubs  to  consult  the 
League  in  matters  recreational  concerning 
the  whole  city,  so  that  common  action  and 
thought   may   be    obtained. 


Meetings  such  as  this  cannot  fail  to 
strengthen  and  co-ordinate  the  work  being 
done  in  the  different  neighborhoods  so  that 
the  development  of  recreational  facilities  in 
our  city  will  be  well-founded,  strengthened 
and  enlarged  to  meet  the  vital  needs  of  our 
growing   citizenship. 
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Point 
of  View 


public  utility  when  in  private  hands  as  it 
has  in  the  other  cases  mentioned  or  to  en- 
ter into  competition  with  private  capital  in 
this  matter  just  as  it  has  done  in  the  case 
of  our  street  railways.  Private  capital  has 
its  rights  just  as  it  has  in  the  examples 
cited  above,  but  no  more  than  in  those  in- 
stances. The  fact  that  public  recreation 
has  to  do  with  social  rather  than  economic 
values  should  not  blind  us  to  its  essential 
character  as  a  public  utility  and  the  conse- 
quent supreme  right  of  governmental  con- 
trol in  the  interests  of  public  welfare. 


MOTHERS'  CLUBS  are  so  frequently 
told  of  the  "power  and  influence  of 
the  Home,"  that  their  members  are 
loubt  a  bit  tired  of  such  phrases 
and  such  preachments.  There  are  some 
things,  however,  that  many  homes  cannot 
do,  no  matter  how  much  they  may  wish  to 
accomplish.  One  of  these  is  to  provide 
adequately  for  the  recreation  of  their  mem- 
bers. Circumstances  compel  most  of  us  to 
live  in  dwellings  where  space  is  at  a  pre- 
mium and  our  children,  tiny  tots  as  well 
as  well  grown  boys  and  girls,  are  driven 
perforce  to  play  elsewhere,  just  as  they 
must  seek  education  or  work  outside  of  the 
paternal  walls.  It  is  therefore  of  vital  con- 
cern to  mothers  that  the  places  these  chil- 
dren go  to  are  of  a  nature  whose  influence 
is  not  going  to  be  harmful  to  their  charac- 
ters. It  is  here  that  the  interests  of  the 
Mothers'  Clubs  and  the  Recreation  League 
jibe  and  both  organizations  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated that  such  close  and  sympathetic 
relations  have  been  established  between  the 
two  bodies.  These  relations  are  sure  to  be 
of  mutual  benefit  and  also  of  service  to  the 

community  at  large. 

*      *      * 

THE  protest  of  the  local  theater  man- 
agers against  the  prospective  use  of 
the  Municipal  Auditorium  for  popular 
priced  opera  is  interesting  as  indicative  of 
a  trend  of  things  that  must  be  expected. 
The  merits  of  this  particular  controversy 
we  may  well  leave  to  the  good  judgment 
of  the  Supervisors'  Auditorium  Committee 
to  settle,  but  there  are  larger  aspects  that 
deserve  our  attention.  Viewed  broadly  this 
represents  a  protest  of  commercial  amuse- 
ment against  public  competition.  It  is  a 
plea  of  invested  capital,  against  public  in- 
terference, a  plea  of  "laissez  faire"  against 
social  control.  It  is  the  same  plea  that  has 
been  made  unsuccessfully  against  govern- 
ment regulation  or  ownership  of  other  pub- 
lic utilities.  The  principle  we  wish  to 
emphasize  at  this  time  is  that  provision 
of  recreation  facilities  is  as  much  a  public 
utility  as  the  supply  of  water,  gas,  or 
transportation  and  that  the  state  has  as 
much,  and  the  same  right  to  regulate  this 
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JANUARY    MEETINGS. 

— S.  F.  A.  L.   Basketball  Managers. 

-Aquatic  Section,  Recreation  League. 

-Lincoln    Park   Golf   Club. 

-Aquatic  Section,  Recreation  League. 

-Boys'  Camp  Committee,  Recreation 
League. 

-Girls'    Section,    Recreation    League. 

-Pacific  Amateur  Assn.,  Reg.  Com. 

-San  Francisco  Choral  Society. 

-Community   Music   Committee. 

-Pacific  Amateur  Oarsmen's  Assn. 

-Leisure  Girl  Committee. 

-Community  Music   Committee. 

-Aquatic  Section,  Recreation  Leaguo. 

-P.  A.  A.   Basketball  Com. 

-Drama  League. 

-Boys'    Section,    Recreation    League. 

-Membership  Committee,  Recrea- 
tion League. 

-Executive  Com.,  Recreation  League. 

-P.  A.  A.  Board  of  Managers. 

-Lecture  St.  Stephens  Mothers' 
Club,  Mr.  Rogers. 

-Community    Music    Committee. 

-Mountain  Play. 

-Aquatic  Section,  Recreation  League. 

-Drama  League. 

-S.   F.  A.   L.   Basketball  Committee. 

-P.  A.  A.  Registration  Com. 

-Mothers'  Clubs  Congress  and  Con- 
ference. 

-Special  open  meeting  of  Aquatic 
Section,  Recreation  League. 

-Community    Music    Committee. 

-S.   F.   A.   L.   Basketball   Committee. 


Protest  Against  Unfit  Manager. 

During  the  month  past  the  Dance  Hall 
Section,  through  its  chairman,  Miss  Alicia 
Mosgrove,  protested  to  the  Auditorium 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
against  the  appointment  of  Frank  P.  Wal- 
cott,  whom  it  was  rumored  was  about  to 
be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Civic  Audi- 
torium. The  ground  of  protest  was  the 
fact  that  while  manager  of  the  Auditorium 
on  Fillmore  street,  recently  destroyed  by 
Are,  he  had  been  convicted  before  the 
Police  Commission  of  having  sold  liquor 
to  minors  and  had  his  license  revoked, 
the  conviction  being  on  evidence  sub- 
mitted by  the  Dance  Hall  Section. 

There  is  a  manager  of  the  Auditorium 
at  present,  Mr.  Louis  Levy,  and  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
where  the  matter  was  discussed,  opinion 
was  freely  expressed  that  it  would  be  hard 
to  find  a  better  man.  The  Committee, 
however,  made  no  formal  indorsement, 
believing  that  such  action  might  be  mis- 
construed by  the  members  of  the  Board 
of    Supervisors. 


Plans  for  Shakespeare  Tercentenary. 

At  the  request  of  the  San  Francisco  Cen- 
ter of  the  Drama  League  of  America,  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  recently  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  Mayor  to  appoint  a 
Civic  Committee  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Shakespeare  Tercentenary  in  April.  It  is 
expected  that  the  personnel  of  the  commit- 
tee will  be  announced  in  a  few  days. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  also  set  the 
seal  of  its  approval  on  the  oelebration,  and 
each  school  will  conduct  exercises  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  children  to  the  work  of 
the  Bard  of  Avon. 

A  civic  celebration  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
and  at  the  Exposition  Auditorium  and  a 
permanent  memorial  to  Shakespeare  are 
talked  of  by  those  interested  in  the  work  of 
the  Drama  League. 


NEW    Y.    M.    C.    A.    SECRETARY 
SPEAKS  AT  LUNCHEON. 

Reports  from  Sections. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Recreation  League  was  held  at  Hale's 
Pompeiian  Court,  February  3,  1916. 

Vice-President  Mrs.  A.  P.  Black  pre- 
sided. Thirty-four  were  present.  Atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  new  hour  of  meet- 
ing, 12:15  instead  of  12:30;  also  attention 
was  called  to  the  membership  campaign 
under  Mr.  Koshland  and  all  were  urged  to 
get  new  members  for  the  League. 

The  Secretary  reported  thirty  meetings 
for  January,  eighteen  conferences  and  four 
lectures;  also  drew  attention  to  the  active 
work  of  the  Community  Music  Section; 
Aquatic,  Boys'  and  Girls'  Sections;  to  the 
surveys  to  be  published  and  to  the  aid 
given  to  the  San  Francisco  Choral  Society. 

Mr.  Redfern  Mason  reported  on  the 
work  of  the  formation  of  the  Community 
Singing  Committee  and  outlined  the  four 
steps  planned  (1)  in  schools,  among  the 
school  children,  good  singing  in  unison  and 
in  parts;  (2)  development  of  district 
neighborhood  singing  among  adults  in 
school  centers  under  the  leadership  of  our 
best  musicians;  (3)  getting  our  present 
choral  societies  together  to  rehearse  a 
common  program  for  an  annual  mass 
choral,  and  (4)  the  publication  of  a  San 
Francisco  book  of  choral  songs. 

Miss  Alicia  Mosgrove,  Chairman  of  the 
Dance  Hall  Section,  reported  on  her  activ- 
ity in  regard  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Municipal  Auditorium  and  the  steps  taken 
to  prevent  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Walcott. 

Mr.  Walter  Macarthur,  Aquatic  Section, 
presented  the  case  for  the  Aquatic  Park 
at  the  foot  of  Van  Ness  Avenue,  Black 
Point  Cove,  of  the  steps  toward  the  City 
acquiring  same  by  an  exchange  of  lands 
with  the  Southern  Pacific;  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Lands  and  Tunnels  Committee, 
Board  of  Supervisors,  February  25th. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Baldwin,  Program  Committee, 
told  of  the  successful  meeting  with  the 
representatives  of  the  Mothers'  Clubs  and 
of  the  plans  to  bring  about  a  close  co- 
operation between  the  Mothers'  Clubs  and 
the  League. 

The  remarks  by  the  Chairmen  of  the 
Sections  were  received  with  applause. 

Mr.  Lyman  L.  Pierce,  General  Secretary 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  spoke  on  the  topic, 
"The  Passing  of  the  Emergency  Type  of 
Recreation."  He  outlined  the  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.;  of  its  growing  scope  and 
desire  to  reach  out  into  the  community: 
to  get  in  touch  with  other  organizations 
doing  similar  work;  and  to  affiliate  with 
the  Recreation  League.  He  complimented 
the  League  on  its  achievements  and  said 
that  all  social  agencies  should  get  together 
in  a  constructive  program  to  attack  the 
causes  of  social  needs. 

Mr.  Watson,  representing  State  Confer- 
ence of  Social  Agencies,  paid  tribute  to  the 
work  of  the  League,  told  of  the  coming 
conference  of  Social  Agencies  in  Los  An- 
geles, and  urged  all  present  to  join. 
The  meeting  adjourned  at  2  o'clock. 
JAMES  EDWARD  ROGERS,  Secretary. 


To   Produce  William    Tell. 

The  Mountain  Play  Association  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Recreation 
League  on  January  25  decided  to  produce 
Schiller's  "William  Tell"  as  its  annual  spec- 
tacle at  the  theater  at  Rock  Springs  on 
Mount  Tamalpais,  some  time  in  May.  Last 
year  "Rip  Van  Winkle"  was  given  twice  to 
large  audiences.  The  previous  year  the 
Hindoo  drama  "Shakuntala"  was  produced, 
and  the  theater  was  inaugurated  in  1913 
with  the  old  miracle  play,  "Abraham  and 
Isaac." 
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THE    AQUATIC    PARK    IS    NOW 
WITHIN  OUR  REACH. 

Call  for  United  Action. 

THE  illustration  herewith  presented 
conveys  a  suggestion  of  the  proposed 
aquatic  park.  The  site  is  that  known  as 
Black  Point  Cove,  embracing  that  section 
of  the  waterfront  lying  between  Van 
Ness  avenue  and  Hyde  street — that  is,  from 
Fort  Mason  to  Fishermen's  Wharf. 

This  site  is  well  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  an  aquatic  playground.  It  is  shel- 
tered on  the  west  by  Black  Point,  and  is 
available  for  boating  and  bathing  in  prac- 
tically all  conditions  of  wind  and 
weather. 

While  partially  enclosed  by  the  prom- 
ontory of  Black  Point,  there  remains  ara- 


substitute  for  any  other  proposal  for  the 
improvement  of  the  waterfront.  Neither 
can  any  other  proposal  be  regarded  as 
fulfilling  the  requirements  of  an  aquatic 
park.  The  present  plan,  while  in  itself 
necessary  for  the  encouragement  of 
aquatic  sports,  is  also  necessary  for  the 
full  development  of  the  general  plan  of 
waterfront  improvement. 

Present  Status  of  the  Project. 

The  present  status  of  the  project  may 
be  briefly  described.  Some  time  ago,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Recreation  League,  a 
resolution  was  offered  in  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  to  exchange  certain  lands 
owned  by  the  City  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fourth  street  and  the  Channel,  now 
leased  to  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad, 
for  the  lands  owned  by  the  latter  on  the 


THE    PROPOSED    AQUATIC    PARK. 


pie  accommodation  for  the  larger  class  of 
pleasure  craft.  Being  open  to  the  Bay, 
yachts  may  sail  into  and  out  of  the  Cove 
without    assistance. 

Not  a  "Local"  Improvement. 

The  Municipal  cars  run  directly  to  the 
Cove  by  way  of  the  Stockton  street,  Colum- 
bus, and  Van  Ness  avenue  lines.  The  Hyde, 
and  Polk  street  cars  run  directly  to  the 
other  extremity  of  the  Cove.  Thus  the 
site  is  easily  accessible  from  every  part 
of   the   City. 

The  establishment  of  an  aquatic  park 
in  this  locality  will  not  be  in  any  true 
sense  a  "local"  improvement.  It  will  be 
in  every  sense  a  public  improvement, 
equally  available  to  the  people  of  every 
locality. 

The  best  evidence  of  the  adaptability 
of  Black  Point  Cove  to  the  needs  of 
water  sports  is  the  fact  that  it  has  long 
been  used  for  that  purpose  by  several 
boat-clubs.  A  number  of  water  carnivals 
have  been  held  on  the  Cove.  Upon  every 
occasion  of  the  kind  the  large  attendance 
of  citizens  from  different  localities  has 
borne  testimony  to  the  potential  value 
of  the  proposed   improvement. 

Twice  Approved  at  the  Polls. 

There  is  no  doubt  concerning  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  The  matter  has  twice 
been  voted  upon  (in  1909  and  1912), 
and  each  time  has  secured  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  on  the  proposition.  The 
need  of  an  aquatic  park  is  in  itself  be- 
yond question.  Black  Point  Cove  is  not 
only  the  most  available,  but  it  is  the 
only  remaining  site   for  the   purpose. 

The  proposal  to  secure  this  site  is  not 
to   be   considered   as   an   alternative   of   or 


shore  of  Black  Point  Cove.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lands 
and   Tunnels. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the 
City  Attorney  be  asked  to  render  an 
opinion  as  to  the  legality  of  the  proposed 
exchange.  That  official  advised  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  that  the  exchange  may  be 
made. 

Steps  were  subsequently  taken  to  ascer- 
tain the  value  of  the  respective  lands. 
The  appraisement  estimates  the  value  of 
the  City  land  at  $1,146,603.00  and  that 
of  the  Railroad  at  $486,336.00.  The 
latter  estimate,  however,  is  increased  to 
$982,000.00  by  including  the  cost  to  the 
Railroad,  including  interest,  from  the 
time  of  purchase  to  1912.  It  now  rests 
with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  de- 
termine   the    question    of    exchange. 

Appraisement   Subject   to    Change. 

The  appraisement  of  values  was  made 
at  the  instance  of  the  City  alone,  and  the 
result  is  therefore  subject  to  change  upon 
appraisement  by  a  body  representing  both 
parties.  Further,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  whatever  question  of 
values  may  remain  when  the  appraise- 
ment shall  have  been  agreed  upon  will 
be  met  by  negotiation  to  the  end  of 
striking  a  balance,  and  if  there  is  still  a 
marked  discrepancy,  the  railroad  should  pay 
the  difference,  such  money  to  be  used  for 
the  improvement  of  the  park. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  insure 
favorable  action  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, in  order  that  the  present,  and,  as 
it  happens,  the  last  opportunity  to  secure 
this  much-needed  place  of  public  resort 
and  recreation  may  be  turned  to  good 
account. 


STEPS     TOWARD     COMMUNITY 
SINGING  OUTLINED. 

Committee  Preparing  Foundations. 
By   Redfekn   Mason. 

Believing  that  all  men  and  women  have 
music  in  their  souls — some  more,  some  less 
according  to  their  gifts,  but  none  entirely 
lacking — the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Recreation  League  of  San  Francisco  to 
forward  the  ideal  of  community  singing 
appeals  to  all  citizens  who  are  lovers  of 
their  fellowmen  to  help  in  bringing  about 
a  fuller  and  more  general  use  of  the  uni- 
versal  language   of  song. 

In  what  way  this  may  best  be  done  can 
only  be  determined  by  careful  deliberation. 
But  even  in  this  early  stage  of  the  move- 
ment, we  believe  that  certain  general  ideas 
will  command  widespread  approval.  They 
are    three    in    number: 

First:  The  popularization  of  good 
music,  especially  of  the  folk-songs  of  the 
races  which  go  to  make  up  the  American 
people,  in  the  public  schools.  This  work, 
it  is  believed,  should  consist  in  the  teach- 
ing of  sight  singing,  the  memorization  of 
words  and  airs,  and  the  singing  of  the 
songs,  first  in  simple  unison,  later  in  two- 
part  harmony,  and,  finally,  by  the  more  ad- 
vanced pupils,   in  three  or  four  parts. 

Second:  The  establishment  of  neighbor- 
hood classes  in  singing  for  persons  who 
have  passed  the  school  age.  These  classes 
might  be  held  in  the  school  buildings, 
starting  with  a  few  centers  and  radiating 
gradually  till  the  whole  city  is  covered. 
Instruction  should  be  given  by  competent 
musicians,  who  should  be  paid  for  their 
services.  A  charge,  say  of  ten  cents  per 
lesson  (the  price  of  admission  to  a  moving 
picture  show)  should  be  imposed.  This 
arrangement  would  place  the  work  on  a 
self-respecting  basis,  give  reasonable  as- 
suredness of  thoroughness,  and  go  far  to 
make    the    work    self-supporting. 

Third:  The  enlistment  of  existing  sing- 
ing organizations,  such  as  choral  societies 
and  church  choirs,  in  the  work,  so  as  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  trained  voices 
in  the  realization  of  the  ideal  of  communal 
singing.  Periodical  music  festivals  might 
be  held,  either  under  the  lead  of  a  gen- 
eral director,  or,  if  it  should  seem  wiser, 
under  the  direction  of  the  conductors  of 
the  constituent  societies.  It  is  felt  that, 
while  the  combined  talent  of  the  various 
choral  bodies  should  be  directed  to  a  com- 
mon end,  the  integrity  of  each  chorus 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  retained,  so 
that  the  valuable  incentive  of  emulation 
may    not    be    lost. 


TREASURER'S     REPORT. 
Treasurer   Cutler   Paige   reports   the   following 
January  memberships: 


Hannah  Gerstle 
Mrs.  H.  Weinstock 
Prof.  R.   G.   Boone 
Geo.    C.    Turner 
Mrs.   John   I.   Walter 
Charles  Hirsrhfeld 
Mrs.   Llovd   Ackerman 
H.  K.  Bassett 
E.  S.  Heller 
Council  of  Jewish 

Women 
Mrs.  M.  H.  DeYoung 
Mrs.  I.   N.   Walter 
r>ean   I.   W.   Gresham 
Emelia  Tojetti 


Benjamin  Boas 
Mary   L.    Sweeney 
Mrs.   Beno  Hart 
Dora  Delany 
Mrs.  Augusta  Bixler 
Mis.  Sol  Hyman 
S.  F.  Labor  Council 
Nellie  Close 
Mrs.  Leon  Sloss 
S.  F.   Congress  of 

Mothers 
Mr.    and    Mrs.    Cleve- 
land   Forbes 
S.   Wurklieim 


Girls'    Conference   Planned. 

The  Girls'  Section  is  planning  its  second 
annual  girls'  conference  some  time  during 
the  latter  part  of  March,  or  first  part  of 
April.  Definite  announcements  in  regard  to 
the  conference  and  a  full  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Section  will  be  contained  in  the  next 
issue  of  this  Bulletin. 
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PARTICIPATION  BY  THE  RANK  AND 
PILE  of  ilu>  elementary  schools,  high 
schools  and  universities  in  the  various 
sports   is  Increasing   by   leaps  and   bounds. 

The  Public  Schools  Athletic  League  of 
San  Francisco  is  carrying  out  an  all-year 
schedule  of  inter-class  athletics  designed 
especially  to  appeal  to  the  performers  of 
ordinary  athletic  ability  rather  than  to  the 
stars,  who  of  necessity  are  few  in  number. 
For  the  spring,  plans  are  now  being  made 
for  numerous  inter-class  and  intra-school 
baseball  games  and  other  contests. 

In  addition  to  those  contests,  trophies 
will  be  awarded  for  the  best  class  records 
in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  in  various  running,  jumping  and 
gymnastic  events.  At  least  80  per  cent  of 
the  boys  enrolled  in  the  class  must  take 
part  in  these  events  in  order  to  have  these 
records  stand. 

Stanford  University  reports  over  half  of 
its  men  students  engaged  in  some  form  of 
athletics,  while  Princeton  makes  a  similar 
showing.  Notre  Dame  University  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  boasts  that  during  the  year  1915 
every  student  took  an  active  part  in  some 
branch  of  athletics.  Reid  College  in  Ore- 
gon is  also  upholding  this  standard. 


S.  F.  A.  L.  MEETING. 

The  San  Francisco  Athletic  League  at  a 
recent  meeting  outlined  its  spring  schedule 
in  various  sports  for  the  local  high  schools. 
The  date  for  the  Senior,  or  unlimited, 
track  and  field  meet  was  announced  as 
May  13,  while  the  Junior  meet  was  set 
for  May  12.  These  are  to  be  distinct 
meets,  with  separate  trophies  and  medals. 
The  spring  swamming  meet  was  set  for 
the  evening  of  March  31st.  A  baseball 
schedule  for  the  first  and  second  divisions 
was  also  arranged,  and  eight  schools  have 
decided    to    enter    teams. 


U.    C.    vs.    Stanford. 


The  dove  of  peace  has  at  last  con- 
sented to  repose  for  a  period  of  six 
months  within  the  classic  shades  of 
Berkeley  and  Palo  Alto.  The  peace  terms 
adopted  by  the  agreement  committees 
representing  the  two  great  centers  of 
learning  have  been  ratified  and  peaceful 
warfare  will  be  conducted  along  all  lines 
of   athletic  endeavor   except   football. 

Spring  competition  will  include  base- 
ball, track,  basketball,  tennis,  soccer  and 
rowing.  Stanford  has  agreed  to  bar 
freshmen  in  all  of  these  contests.  Let  us 
hope  that  the  olive-branch  will  prove 
large  enough  eventually  to  cast  its  pro- 
tecting shade  over  the  gridiron  as  well 
as   other   athletic   fields. 


Ho,  for  the  Frost  King! 

After  a  long  interval,  San  Franciscans 
will  in  the  near  future  again  enjoy  a 
winter  sport,  minus  the  terrors  of  Boreas. 
Three  ice-skating  rinks  are  now  being 
projected,  and  old-timers  and  the  young 
'uns  will  soon  be  tackling  the  abstruse 
mathematical  problems  of  the  figure  8 
and  the  grape-vine  twist.  Aside  from  the 
benefits  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  hardware 
and  millinery  trades,  this  innovation  will 
undoubtedly  add  to  the  list  of  our  de- 
sirable civic  recreations,  and  enhance  the 
advantages  of  San  Francisco  as  a  place 
in  which  to  have  a  real  good  time. 


BASKET  BALL  IN  BRIEF. 

Basketball  more  and  more  continues  to 
increase  its  hold  upon  popular  favor  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  Climatic  conditions  in 
the  East  early  made  this  game  the  king 
of  indoor  winter  sports.  It  is  now  coming 
into  its  own  out  here,  where  our  mild 
weather  forces  it  to  compete  with  other 
forms  of  athletic  activity.  The  latest  vic- 
tory of  basketball  locally  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  University  of  California  will  soon 
recognize  it  as  a  major  sport.  All  the 
other  universities  in  the  newly  organized 
Pacific  Coast  Conference  regard  basketball 
as  a  major  sport,  and  this  recognition  will 
add  prestige  to  the  game  and  give  it 
greater  importance  in  the  eyes  of  players 
and  spectators   alike. 

Five  Basketball  Tournaments  of  great 
interest  are  being  conducted  at  the  present 
time.  The  Pacific  Association  is  now  hold- 
ing contests  for  district  championships  in 
eleven  different  sections.  As  soon  as  these 
preliminary  games  are  completed,  the  dis- 
trict winners  will  compete  for  final  honors 
in  the  five  different  weight  classes  estab- 
lished by  the  Association. 

The  S.  F.  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation found  such  intense  interest  in 
basketball  among  its  members  this  year 
that  it  formed  a  separate  league  of  six 
different  teams — -Titans,  Arrows,  Dominoes, 
Mercury,  N.  S.  G.  and  Crescents.  Their 
present  standing  is  in  the  order  named. 

The  San  Francisco  Athletic  League  is 
now  in  the  midst  of  its  Basketball  Tourna- 
ment and  has  secured  the  use  of  the  Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium  for  its  afternoon  games. 

The  Army  and  Navy  League,  a  branch  of 
the  Pacific  Association,  has  started  its 
basketball  tournament  and  some  fast  games 
have  already  been  played  in  this  division. 

The  California  and  Nevada  Intercol- 
legiate Basketball  League  has  begun  its 
games  and  greater  interest  has  been  shown 
this  season  than  ever  before.  The  League 
is  composed  of  the  following  members: 
College  of  the  Pacific,  Santa  Clara  College, 
Stanford  University,  St.  Ignatius,  Uni- 
versity of  California,  University  of  Nevada, 
St.  Mary's  College.  Santa  Clara  College 
is  a  new  aspirant  for  honors  in  the  League 
and  is  making  every  effort  to  turn  out 
a    winning    five. 


B.  C.  A.  L.  SWIMMING  MEET  IS 
GREAT  SUCCESS. 

By  S.  Wiley  Wixsok. 

One  of  the  officials  remarked  to  the  writer 
during  the  evening  of  the  recent  swim- 
ming meet  of  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic 
League,  "This  is  another  success  for  the 
Boys'  League,"  and  so  it  w7as,  a  real 
success. 

The  meet  was  held  in  the  tank  of  the 
Y.  M.  I.,  which  when  at  first  suggested  to 
the  committee,  was  thought  a  trifle  small, 
but  which  proved  most  adequate  in  every 
respect,  for  a  crowd  of  interested  spec- 
tators, numbering  some  260,  were  comfort- 
ably taken  care  of,  and  the  ventilation  was 
a  marked  improvement.  The  swimmers 
while  not  in  action  enjoyed  watching  the 
races  from  the  large  hot  room,  which  was 
kept  at  a  temperature  of  about  90  degrees. 

The  report  from  the  starter's  gun  an- 
nounced the  prompt  beginning  of  the  meet 
and  the  start  of  the  first  of  the  six  heats 
in  the  Junior  20  yards.  The  meet  was  very 
efficiently  organized  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Nill  of 
the  swimming  committee,  representing  the 
Y.  M.  I.,  who  has,  by  the  way,  consented 
to  become  the  next  Swimming  Commis- 
sioner of  the  League.  Together  with  the 
advance  organization  and  a  corps  of  the 
city's  best  officials,  all  of  the  events  were 
on  schedule  time  and  the  annoyance  of  wait- 
ing between  heats  was  entirely  eliminated. 

The  exhibition  of  fancy  diving  by  the 
Olympic  Club  champions  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  most  interesting  events  of  the  even- 
ing from   the  spectators'   standpoint. 

It  was  the  undivided  opinion  of  those 
present  who  also  attended  last  year's  meet, 
that  this  occasion  excelled  particularly  in 
its  efficient  handling  and  in  the  excite- 
ment and  interest  of  the  participants,  num- 
bering   some    76    in    all. 

As  a  whole  the  contest  was  very  evenly 
divided  between  the  Olympic  Club  and  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  won  the 
beautiful  Gantner  and  Mattern  Junior 
trophy,  while  the  Olympians  walked  away 
with  Chas.  Brown  and  Sons'  Senior  trophy. 

The   points   score  follows: 

CLUB  Juniors  Seniors     Total 

T.    M.    C.    A 45 

Olympic   Club    7  61 

Columbia    Park    B.    C 11  0  11 

Y.   M.  1 0  1  1 
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Girls'  Section  Extends  Hearty  Invitation  to  Attend  Conference 


Since  taking  over  the  Chairmanship  of 
the  Girls'  Section  of  the  Recreation  League 
a  few  months  ago,  the  fact  has  impressed 
itself  upon  me  more  and  more  as  to  how 
much  there  is  to  be  done  along  the  lines 
of  Girls'  Work.  We  of  the  Girls'  Section 
feel  that  it  is  not  alone  the  problem  of 
girls'  recreation  with  which  we  have  to 
deal,  but  rather  with  all  matters  affecting 
the  moral,  mental  and  physical  standard 
of  the  girls  of  San  Francisco. 

The  Board  of  the  Girls'  Section  being 
composed  of  the  leaders  of  various  girls' 
organizations  throughout  the  city,  repre- 
sentatives from  some  of  the  retail  stores, 
Juvenile  Protective  Association  and  Juven- 
ile Court,  also  of  members  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  it  is"  the  aim  of  the  Section 
to  be  a  clearing  house  where  each  group 
may  bring  its  own  particular  problems  to 
be  solved. 

The  Swimming  League  of  the  Girls'  Sec- 
tion   launched    last    year     is    progressing. 


Many  of  the  girls  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  special  rates  granted  us  by  Sutro 
Baths.  We  are  negotiating  with  one  or 
two  other  places  which  might  grant  us  the 
same  privilege.  A  Hiking  Schedule  is 
submitted  at  our  monthly  meeting  and  we 
hope  to  inaugurate  rowing  within  the  next 
few  months. 

Since  good  music  is  surely  a  true  form 
of  recreation,  programs  have  been  arranged 
by  the  Girls'  Section  at  the  request  of  the 
different  groups.  All  girls  are  anxious  for 
the  opportunity  of  learning  good  music 
and  therefore  we  trust  that  the  splendid 
work  begun  by  the  Recreation  League 
along  the  lines  of  community  singing  and 
music  for  the  general  public  will  ma- 
terialize ere  many  months  have  passed. 
The  dancing  problem  is  a  difficult  one,  but 
with  proper  supervision  at  the  Exposition 
Auditorium  and  all  dance  halls,  matters 
would    be    facilitated    for    us. 

The  old  adage  has  it  that  "An  ounce  of 
prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure"  and 
since  proper  recreation  seems  to  be  a  part 


of  the  cure  in  this  case,  we  all  dream  of 
the  day  when  through  proper  Recreation 
(with  a  capital  "R")  such  institutions  as 
the  Juvenile  Protective  Association  and  the 
Juvenile  Court  might  be  done  away  with. 
Until  then,  however,  we  must  strive  to- 
wards accomplishing  this  end  through  in- 
vestigation, careful  study  and  close  co- 
operation. 

It  having  been  proven  by  last  year's  con- 
ference of  what  great  benefit  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  interested  in  the  girl  problem 
has  been,  we  again  call  upon  the  League 
and  its  friends  and  ask  them  to  meet  with 
us  at  the  Second  Annual  Conference  of 
the  Girls'  Section,  to  be  held  Friday,  March 
24th,  and  Saturday,  March  25th,  at  the 
Hotel  St.  Francis  and  Girls'  Club,  362  Capp 
street. 

Let  us  come  together,  therefore,  and 
suggest  to  one  another  the  best  means  of 
helping  "Our  Girls." 

MRS.   RICHARD   NEWMAN, 
Chairman   of    Girls'    Section    of   Recreation 
League. 


Second  Annual  Conference  of  Girls'  Section 
of  Recreation  League  of  San  Francisco 

MRS.  RICHARD  NEWMAN,  Chairman 

...PROGRAM... 


FIRST    SESSION 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  24th,  1916 

Girls'   Club,  362  Capp  Street,  8:15  p.  m. 

WELCOME    ON   BEHALF   OF   RECREATION 
LEAGUE 

Mr.  Jesse  Lilienthal,  President  of  League 


II. 


III. 


IV. 


GENERAL  TOPIC— "GIRLS'  NEEDS" 
"From  the  Girls'  Point  of  View" 

Speaker,    Mrs.    M.    V.    Greene,    Head    of    Social 
Service   Work  at   the   Emporium 
"From  the  Employers'  Point  of  View" 

Speaker,  Mr.  Julian  Liebes,  President  Retail  Dry 
Goods  Association 
"From  Recreation  League  Point  of  View" 

Speaker,    Mr.   James    Edward    Rogers,    Secretary 
Recreation  League 
"From  the  Psychological  Point  of  View" 

Speaker,   Dr.   Olga   Bridgeman   of  Juvenile   Court 
Discussion    Led    By    Miss    Emma    Noonan,    Girls' 
High   School 


SECOND  SESSION 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  25th,    1916 
Hotel  St.   Francis,   10:30  a.  in.,  Room   1 


"The  Leisure  Girl" Dr.  Jessica   B.    Peixotto, 

Chairman    of    Leisure    Girl    Committee 

"The  Working  Girl" Miss   Corolla 

of   Emporium 


"Girls'   Camps" Mrs.   G.   B.   Wright, 

Chairman  of  Girls'  Camp  Committee 

"The  Dance  Hall  Problem" Miss  Alicia   Mosgrove, 

Chairman  of  Dance  Hall   Section 

"Organized   Recreation" Miss    Grace    Lincoln, 

District    Supervisor  of   Physical    Education   in   Public 
Schools 

Discussion  Led  by  Mr.  Edward  B.  DeGroot, 
Director  of   Recreation   Work  of   the   Board   of   Edu- 
cation   and    Playground    Commission 


LUNCHEON 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  25th 

Hotel   St.   Francis,   12:30  p.   m. 

Miss    Martha   A.    Chickering   presiding 


Speakers: 

Miss    Maude   Cleveland,   Director   of   Women's   Gym- 
nasium,  University  of   California 
Miss    Ethel    Moore,    President    Playground    Commis- 
sion,  Oakland 
Miss  Agnes   Regan,   Board  of   Education 
Rabbi   Martin   A.   Meyer,  Temple   Emanuel 
Mrs.  Ruth  Fuller  Field,  formerly  in  charge  of  Fresh 
Air  Work  in  New  York 


Luncheon  per  plate,  85  cents.  All  luncheon  acceptances 
should  be  addressed  to  Miss  Emma  Noonan,  Secre- 
tary of  Girls'  Section,  1058  Phelan  Building,  and 
must  be  sent  not  later  than  Wednesday,  March  22nd, 
1916. 


The  Sessions  are  Open  to  All  Interested 
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ST   RECREATION  SNU 


ORGANIZED  recreation  for  girls  has 
lagged  somewhat  behind  that  for  boys 
in  its  development.  This  is  largely  be- 
cause it  has  been  difficult  to  get  any  con- 
sensus of  opinion  upon  what  things  are 
"proper"  for  girls  to  do.  To  discover  forms 
of  amusement  that  girls  themselves  most 
like  and  that  are  conducive  to  their  best 
development  as  women  are  prime  objects 
of  the  Girls'  Section  of  the  League.  With 
this  in  mind  a  conference  was  held  last 
spring  and  on  several  pastimes  there  was 
a  substantial  agreement  by  workers  with 
girls  as  to  their  advisability.  Swimming, 
tennis,  "hiking,"  music,  dancing  under 
proper  auspices,  all  found  favor,  but  still 
there  was  some  uncertainty  and  a  feeling 
of  incompetence.  Following  this  confer- 
ence, therefore,  two  committees  were  se- 
lected, one  to  study  the  needs  and  desires 
of  the  working  girl  in  matters  recreational, 
the  other  to  look  into  those  of  the  "girl 
of  leisure."  The  reports  of  these  com- 
mittees, based  on  replies  to  hundreds  of 
questionaries,  will  be  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting features  of  the  Second  Annual 
Conference  which  is  to  be  held  this  month. 
The  first  essential  for  community  work  is  a 
program  upon  which  there  is  substantial 
agreement.  It  is  to  formulate  such  a  pro- 
gram that  the  Girls'  Section  is  laboring. 
All  interested  should  assist  in  this  work. 
It  is  fundamental.  We  must  have  a  good 
idea  of  where  we  are  going  before  we 
start  or  we  shall  never  get  there. 
#       #       * 

THE  problem  of  the  Boys'  Section  is  a 
very  different  one  from  that  of  the  Girls'. 
All  of  its  members  are  in  full  accord  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  done  for  boys  and  there 
are  several  organizations  in  San  Francisco 
doing  these  things  as  they  ought  to  be 
done  right  now.  But  only  a  corner  of  the 
field  is  plowed.  The  Section  has  recently 
had  many  appeals  from  those  who  would 
like  to  give  wider  scope  to  their  work 
but  have  not  the  men  or  the  means  to  do 
so.  The  greatest  need  is  men  to  lead.  The 
Section  is  endeavoring  to  find  those  inter- 
ested enough  to  devote  one  night  a  week 


to  such  work  and  to  furnish  the  leader- 
ship that  money  cannot  always  buy,  be- 
cause such  leadership  must  spring  from 
real  love  for  boys  and  enjoyment  of  being 
with  them.  The  members  of  the  Section 
believe  that  if  a  number  of  men  of  the 
right  character  could  be  found — and  there 
must  be  many  in  San  Francisco — won- 
derful things  could  be  accomplished  for  the 
ful  tire  manhood  of  the  city.  The  boys  are 
clamoring  for  the  activities  the  League  and 
its  members  are  trying  to  supply  but  the 
supply  is  hopelessly  inadequate.  We  are 
still  unable  to  "give  every  boy  a  chance." 


FEBRUARY    MEETINGS. 


February  1- 

February  1- 

Fehruary  2- 

February  7- 

February  7- 

February     8- 

February  9- 
February  9- 

February  10- 

February  10- 
February  14- 
February  15- 
February  16- 
February  16- 

February  17- 

February  21- 
February  22- 
February  23- 

February  24- 
February  25- 

February  25- 
February  29- 


-S.  F.  A.  L.    Basketball    Committee. 

-Aquatic    Section. 

-Drama   League  of  America. 

-Community  Music  Committee. 

-Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club,  Board  of 
Governors. 

-Mountain  Play  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

-Girls'   Section. 

-Pacific  Amateur  \Association  Reg- 
istration   Committee. 

-Pacific  Association  of  Amateur 
Oarsmen. 

-San   Francisco   Choral    Society. 

-Community   Music    Committee. 

-Aquatic    Section. 

-Drama   League   of  America. 

-Lecture  at  Horace  Mann  School 
— J.    E.    Rogers. 

-Pacific  Amateur  Assn.,  Board  of 
Managers. 

-Community   Music.    Committee. 

-Aquatic   Meeting. 

-Mountain  Play  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

-Boys'    Section. 

-Aquatic  Section  before  Board  of 
Supervisors. 

-San   Francisco   Athletic   League. 

-Aquatic    Section. 


Treasurer's  Report. 


Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing  memberships   for   February: 

Mrs.  Katherine  Hooker 
Robert   Husband 
J.    Goldberg 
Louis    Saroni 
Mrs.  L.   M.  Kaiser 
Mrs.  Frank  H.  Harris 
Mrs.  C.  O.  G.  Miller 
Cushing  &  Cushing 
Mrs.  Otto  A.  Jungblut 
Miss  Corinna  M.  Curtis 
Rev.    George   Maxwell 


Frank   P.    Mayhew 
Mrs.   Isaac   Froham 
John   A.    Britton 
Miss  Edith  Hecht 
Mrs.   Ida  L.   Brown 
Mrs.  S.  W.  McPherson 
Lyman   L.    Pierce 
Joe  Lewis 
George   S.   Martin 
Mrs.   L.   T.    Samuels 
California   Club 


BOYS'  CLUB  LEAGUE  ARRANGES 
TWO  MORE  EVENTS. 

By  S.   WILEY  WINSOR,  President   B.   C.  A.   L. 

If  the  Track  and  Field  Meet  to  be 
held  on  Saturday,  April  15th,  at  the 
Golden  Gate  Park  Stadium  and  the  Base- 
ball Championships  during  March  and 
April  at  Ewing  Field  equal  in  success  the 
gymnastic  contest,  basketball  tournament 
and  swimming  meet,  the  Boys'  League 
will  have  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  year's 
efforts. 

Mr.  T.  D.  Bunyan  of  the  Olympic  Club 
is.  in  charge  of  the  baseball  series  and  he 
reports  that .  all  will  be  in  readiness  so 
that  the  first  game  will  be  played  on 
Saturday,    March    11th. 

There  are  fifteen  teams  entered  from 
at  least  eight  of  the  fourteen  clubs,  which 
are  divided  into  Junior  and  Senior  classes 
of  125  pounds,  over  and  under. 

Two  beautiful  perpetual  trophies  will 
be  awarded  to  the  winners  of  each  class. 
The  Olympic  Club  is  the  donor  of  both 
trophies. 

The  Track  and  Field  Meet  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Bondpart  of  the  Pacific 
Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum  will  be  arranged 
somewhat  differently  this  year  as  there 
are  eight  classes  instead  of  only  four, 
namely,  70  lb.,' 80  lb.,  90  lb.,  100  lb.,  110  lb., 
120  lb.,  130  lb.,  and  unlimited,  with  field 
events  and  relay  in  every  alternate  class. 
A    large    entry    list    and    keen    competition 


MRS.    RUTH    FULLER    FIELD    IS 
SPEAKER  AT  LUNCHEON. 

Interesting  Reports  Are  Made. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Recreation  League 
was  held  at  Hale's  Pompeiian  Court, 
Thursday,  March  9th,  at  12:15  p.  m. 
President  Jesse  W.  Lillienthal  presided. 
Thirty-eight  were  present. 

The  Secretary  reported  during  Febru- 
ary twenty-two  meetings,  fifteen  confer- 
ences and  two  lectures;  he  reported  the 
progress  in  the  Aquatic  Park  matter  and 
in  the  direction  of  community  music, 
and  pointed  out  wherein  the  League  was 
a  clearing-house,  a  home  and  a  construc- 
tive social  agency. 

Mr.  Adolf  Koshland,  Chairman  of  the 
Membership  Committee,  reported  the 
needs  of  the  League  and  the  necessity 
for  a  thousand  new  members,  which  the 
work  of  the  League  justified. 

Mrs.  Richard  Newman  outlined  the 
splendid  work  of  the  Girls'  Section;  the 
getting  together  of  the  different  groups, 
organizations  and  individuals  interested  in 
girls'  work  at  least  once  a  month  around 
a  table;  planning  for  the  Second  Annual 
Girls'  Conference,  March  24th  and  25th, 
1916;  the  organization  of  the  work  with 
the  girls  and  swimming,  tennis  and  hik- 
ing. 

Mr.  Eustace  M.  Peixotto  told  of  the 
great  influence  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic 
League  was  having  on  its  members,  of 
the  dramatic  work  among  boys  and  the 
coming  contest  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Hanson;  of  the  summer  camp  maintained 
by  the  League  and  the  splendid  offer  of 
Congressman  Kent  of  Kentfield  of  the  use 
of  the  Stadium  for  a  week-end  center. 
He  pointed  out  the  need  of  boys'  leaders, 
of  men  with  ideals  who  would  be  willing 
to  give  some  little  time  to  being  with 
boys    and    influencing    their    development. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Fuller  Field,  formerly  in 
charge  of  Fresh  Air  Work  in  New  York 
and  also  for  five  years  secretary  to  Mrs. 
Helen  Gould  Shepard  doing  much  enter- 
taining for  Mrs.  Shepard's  various  chil- 
dren's charities,  spoke  on  the  topic  of 
"Some  Recreational  Work  for  Children" 
in  a  most  entertaining  manner.  Mrs. 
Field  had  many  good  things  to  tell  of  her 
splendid'  work  in  the  East  and  demon- 
strated her  thorough  understanding  of 
recreational  work   with  boys  and   girls. 

Motion  made,  seconded  and  carried  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Mayor  of  San  Francisco  and  the 
proper  authorities  that  have  charge  of  the 
Shakespearian  Tercentenary  celebration. 
(Mrs.  Helen  Hecht,  Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton 
(Chairman),  Mrs.  Durst,  Mrs.  Boggs, 
Cutler  Paige  and  Alexander   Russell.) 

Motion  made  and  carried  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
Membership  Committee  in  getting  in 
touch  with  other  organizations  and  in- 
dividuals to  work  in  closer  co-operation 
with  the  League  and  to  support  the  work 
of  the  League  financially.  (Mr.  Adolf 
Koshland  (Chairman),  Mrs.  George  W. 
Wale,  Mrs.  Louis  Hertz,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Layng,  Nicholas  J.  Prendergast  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Hickey.) 

The   meeting  adjourned   at    2   p.    m. 
JAMES   EDWARD   ROGERS, 

Secretary. 


is  expected  and  the  silver  cup  given  hy 
Tom  Dillon,  now  held  by  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys'  Club,  will  again  be  the  cause 
of  strenuous  effort  upon  the  part  of  the 
youthful   members  of   the  fourteen   clubs. 


RECREATION     LEAGUE      BULLETIN 


S.  F.  CHORAL  SOCIETY  IS  NOW 
PART  OF  LEAGUE. 

Joins  Forces  to  Aid  Singing  Plans. 

The  importance  and  increasing  influ- 
ence of  the  Recreation  League  of  San 
Francisco  command  the  attention  of  the 
public  whenever  it  undertakes  some  new 
activity.  Therefore  when  the  League 
turns  its  attention  to  the  encouragement 
of  community  singing  it  may  be  safely 
assumed  it  will  give  the  movement  a 
powerful  impetus.  The  influence  of  sing- 
ing upon  the  character  can  hardly  be 
over-estimated.  It  is  the  great  bond  of 
fellowship  which  unites  us  all  in  the  love 
of  the  beauty  and  nobility  of  music  and 
the  striving  for  the  better  and  higher 
things  of  life. 

The  local  difficulties  in  the  way  of  in- 
itiating the  mass  of  the  people  into  the 
charm  and  delight  of  classic  music  have 
been  particularly  formidable  and  many  a 
choral  organization  that  was  started  with 
great  hopes  succumbed  after  a  brief 
struggle.  The  San  Francisco  Choral  So- 
ciety has  lately  become  a  member  of  the 
Recreation  League  and  has  been  con- 
stituted its  Choral  Section.  The  society 
which  was  founded  in  1909  has  done  in- 
valuable work  in  the  cause  of  good  music 
and  community  singing  during  the  past 
seven  years.  Its  work  has  been  largely 
an  educational  campaign,  but  gradually 
it  has  seen  interest  aroused  in  choral 
singing  in  our  .city. 

The  standard  which  the  society  has  al- 
ways set  for  itself  has  been  a  high  one 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  record  of  cantatas 
and  oratorios  which  it  has  produced, 
many  of  them  premiers  in  this  part  of 
the  world. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  many  to  know 
that  its  first  concert  in  the  spring  of  1909 
was  "Samson  and  Delila".  It  was  a  great 
success  and  was  followed  the  same  season 
by  Mendelssohn's  "First  Walpurgis  Night." 
Tschaikowsky's  opera,  "Eugene  Onigin," 
was  next  produced  in  conjunction  with 
the  New  York  Symphony  Orchestra,  which 
was  here  on  a  concert  tour.  Other  prom- 
inent works  which  have  been  give  are 
"Praidies  and  the  Peri,"  by  Robert  Schu- 
man;  "The  Golden  Legend,"  by  Sir  Ar- 
thur Sullivan.  The  society  has  frequently 
co-operated  with  other  organizations  in 
Oakland  and  Berkeley,  notably  in  the 
performance  of  Pierne's  "Children's  Cru- 
sade" and  Rossini's  "Stabat  Mater".  The 
last  named  has  become  an  annual  affair 
at  the  Greek  Theater  on  Good  Friday. 

After  the  close  of  the  summer  vaca- 
tion, Father  John  0.  F.  M.  interested  the 
S.  F.  Choral  Society  in  his  plans  to  pro- 
duce Elgar's  "The  Dream  of  Gerontius". 
The  opportunity  to  take  part  in  this  won- 
derful oratorium  induced  the  society  to 
become  the  nucleus  of  the  chorus.  Six 
months  of  strenuous  rehearsing  under  Mr. 
Steindorff  was  followed  by  the  concert  on 
Feb.  13th  in  the  Exposition  Auditorium 
and  proved  to  be  a  notable  success.  The 
society  has  now  taken  up  Niels  Gade's 
"The  Crusaders"  and  expects  to  produce 
it  in  May. 

As  the  foregoing  shows,  the  society  has 
attempted  an  ambitious  program.  At  all 
times  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to 
have  as  its  musical  director  Mr.  Paul 
Steindorff,  whose  rare  ability  has  been  the 
unfailing  guiding  star  and  whose  enthusi- 
asm and  energy  was  everlasting  inspira- 
tion. 

What  of  the  future?  It  is  only 
through  unremitting  labor  and  general 
and  generous  support  that  this  work  can 
go  on.  The  public  schools  could  be  of 
great    help    by    giving    more    attention    to 


class  singing  so  that  the  pupil  would 
have  the  love  of  good  music  deeply  in- 
grained in  his  being.  Contrary  to  orches- 
tra playing  which  requires  a  high  degree 
of  technical  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
players,  and  thereby  deprives  the  large 
majority  of  the  pleasure  of  performing, 
singing  can  be  learned  by  anybody  pos- 
sessing a  voice  that  is  suitable  for  choral 
work.  A  little  knowledge  of  and  an  ear 
for  music  can  by  faitheful  attendance  at 
weekly  rehearsals  gain  a  sufficient  degree 
of  proficiency  for  the  study  and  pre- 
sentation- of  the  immortal  works  of  our 
great  masters.  San  Francisco  supports 
a  symphony  orchestra.  Why  not  bestow 
the  same  amount  of  interest  and  support 
on  a  great  chorus?  To  successfully  pre- 
sent most  of  the  great  oratorios  requires 
a  large  and  well  trained  chorus,  an 
adequate  orchestra  and  eminent  soloists. 
In  order  to  accomplish  this  task  financial 
support  must  be  furnished.  In  the  past 
this  support  has  come  from  the  few,  but 
this  should  not  be  so.  It  is  from  the 
mass  of  the  people  that  this  support 
should  come,  since  it  is  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  community  that  these  per- 
formances   are    given. 

As  the  success  of  a  choral  society  de- 
pends mostly  on  the  participation  of 
trained  singers,  an  invitation  is  extended 
to  all  who  are  qualified  to  join  and  to 
attend  the  rehearsals  every  Monday  even- 
ing from  8  to  10,  at  420  Sutter  street. 


PHILHARMONIC    ORCHESTRA 
BEGINS  NEW  SERIES. 

The  People's  Philharmonic  Orchestra 
recently  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the 
death  of  its  leader,  Herman  Perlet,  who, 
ably  assisted  by  Manager  U.  G.  Saunders, 
had  been  its  guiding  spirit  from  the  first. 
Many  successors  were  discussed  but  the 
musicians  themselves  finally  selected 
Nicolai  Sokoloff  as  their  director  and  un- 
der his  baton  gave  the  first  concert  of 
a  new  series  on  Saturday  evening,  March 
11th.  The  critics  agreed  that  this  con- 
cert was  a  great  success  from  every,  point 
of  view  and  this  success  augurs  well  for 
the  future  of  the  orchestra. 

On  March  17  the  Philharmonic  will  give 
a  testimonial  concert  to  the  family  of 
Herman  Perlet  at  which  time  the  orchestra 
will  be  led  both  by  Paul  Steindorff  and 
Director  Sokoloff. 

This  orchestra  is  now  in  the  third  year 
of  its  existence.  It  was  brought  into. be- 
ing largely  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Music  Section  of  the  Recreation  League 
and  has  now  become  an  independent  or- 
ganization, well  able  to  paddle  its  own 
canoe.  Its  object  is  to  give  symphonic 
music  to  the  public  at  popular  prices. 


C.  P.  B.  C.  TRACK  MEET 

One  hundred  and  fifty  boys  have  en- 
tered for  the  sixteenth  regular  track  and 
field  meet  of  the  Columbia  Park  Boys' 
Club,  which  is  to  take  place  at  Jackson 
Playground  on  Sunday  afternoon,  March 
19th.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  en- 
tries, the  field  events  will  be  run  off  be- 
fore the  track  events,  and  will  start  at 
noon    sharp. 

The  Club  boys  have  established  a  series 
of  records  in  their  various  weight  classes 
which  are  really  first  class,  but  hard 
work  and  serious  training  promise  that 
many  of  these  records  will  be  bettered  at 
the  coming  meet.  In  order  to  ensure 
equal  chances  for  the  smaller  boys,  the 
classes  have  been  made  to  range  as  fol- 
lows: 60,  70,  80,  90,  100,  110,  120-lb. 
and    Unlimited    Classes. 


NEW  ORGANIZATION   FOSTERS 
MUSIC  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

By   Andrew   Youngeb  Wood. 

The  love  of  music  is  innate;  apprecia- 
tion of  music  is  a  matter  of  education  and 
development.  In  order  that  that  apprecia- 
tion may  be  cultivated  the  opportunity  to 
hear  the  best  in  music  must  be  afforded  to 
the  people;  and  naturally,  the  more 
cheaply  in  point  of  price  this  is  done,  the 
greater  number  of  people  may  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  and  opportunity. 

Music  for  the  people,  directed  by  mas- 
ters, performed  by  artists,  is  provided  by 
the  governments  of  Europe  as  a  matter  of 
course,  with  the  result  that  Europeans 
radiate  music.  For  that  "atmosphere" 
Europe  is  sought  by  students,  artists  and 
music  lovers  and  will  be  sought  until 
through  community  effort  the  lack  of  similar 
"atmosphere"  at  home  is  supplied. 

It  will  interest  the  members  of  the 
Recreation  League,  one  of  whose  objects 
is  the  bringing  of  music  to  the  people,  to 
know  of  an  endeavor  that  is  being  made 
to  that  end.  There  is  in  process  of  organ- 
ization the  San  Francisco  People's  Orches- 
tra, for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  to 
the  people  of  San  Francisco  popular  or- 
chestral concerts  of  symphonic  character 
at  a  nominal  price.  The  concerts  are  to  be 
given  in  the  Exposition  Auditorium,  which 
was  chosen  because  ol  its  civic  character  and 
as  the  logical  gathering  place  of  the  people 
for  matters  of  community  interest;  and 
this  movement  is  one  for  community 
music. 

The  orchestra  will  consist  of  sixty  mu- 
sicians, recruited  altogether  from  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony  Orchestra,  which 
under  the  splendid  direction  of  Alfred 
Hertz,  has  made  musical  history  in  San 
Francisco  this  season. 

Giulio  Minetti,  a  musician  of  ability  and 
large  experience  (formerly  assistant  con- 
ductor under  Toscannini  and  concert  mas- 
ter under  Fritz  Scheel,  in  San  Francisco's 
first  symphony  orchestra),  will  be  the 
director  of  the  orchestra. 

The  concerts  will  be  given  on  Sunday 
afternoons  in  April  and  May,  the  first  per- 
formance to  be  Sunday,  April  9,  at  3 
o'clock  p.  m. 

To  fully  realize  the  educational  and  con- 
structive possibilities  of  these  concerts,  the 
organizers  hope  to  be  able  to  make  the 
final  rehearsal  a  concert  for  school  chil- 
dren, to  which  the  children  will  be  ad- 
mitted free  of  charge. 

In  order  that  the  largest  amount  of  sup- 
port for  these  concerts  might  be  available 
two  classes  of  tickets  have  been  provided; 
Subscribers'  Tickets,  in  books  of  ten,  or 
two  tickets  for  each  concert,  in  a  reserved 
section,  at  $5.00  for  the  season;  and  Sup- 
porters' Tickets,  also  in  books  of  ten 
tickets,  two  for  each  concert,  unreserved, 
at  $2.00;  with  General  Admission  placed 
at  25  cents,  and  10  cents  for  children  at 
the  Sunday  concerts. 

It  is  obvious  that  good  music  could  not 
be  provided  more  cheaply,  nor  could  a  bet- 
ter opportunity  be  afforded  for  the  crea- 
tion of  a  love  and  an  appreciation  for  the 
best  that  there  is  in  music.  The  possi- 
bilities of  this  project,  if  it  is  properly 
supported,  are  limitless,  and  lead  in  the 
direction  that  the  Recreation  League  it- 
self is  pointing:  that  of  community  music. 
This  work  is  a  labor  of  love  with  the  or- 
ganizers of  these  concerts,  and  with  those 
who  are  assisting  them;  it  is  a  public  work, 
and  they  feel  that  it  is  entitled  to  public  sup- 
port. They  solicit  that  support  through  the 
Recreation  League. 
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Till:  tendency  to  train  down  to  weight 
upon  the  part  of  young  athletes  so 
they  can  compete  in  a  desired  class  has 
long  been  decried  as  most  detrimental. 
Advice  by  experts  on  this  subject  seems 
to  have  little  effect  either  upon  com- 
pel it  ors  or  those  coaching  them.  The 
harmful  effects  upon  growing  boys  of 
undergoing  more  or  less  severe  physical 
effort  when  in  an  unfit  condition  are  often 
disregarded.  The  Public  Schools  Athletic 
League  of  San  Francisco  will  this  year 
strive  to  overcome  this  unfortunate  ten- 
dency by  a  radical  revision  of  the  weight 
system  in  their  program  of  tract  activ- 
ities. By  the  new  division  of  classes  a 
difference  of  only  ten  pounds  will  exist 
between  each  weight,  so  that  a  boy  one 
or  two  pounds  over  one  standard  will  not 
be  entirely  "out  of  his  class"  in  compet- 
ing with  boys  in  the  next  weight  division. 
Nine  groupings  have  been  made,  running 
from  seventy  pounds  up  to  the  unlimited 
weight.  It  is  hoped  the  new  arrange- 
ment will  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the 
weight  problem  by  removing  much  of  the 
temptation  to  train  down  that  has  existed. 
»       »       * 

Baseball,  except  among  hoys,  has  of 
late  years  taken  on  such  an  extremely 
professional  aspect  that  its  value  as  an 
amateur  sport  has  been  somewhat  im- 
paired. So  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
formation  of  the  Amateurs'  National 
Baseball  Federation  of  the  United  States. 
The  first  convention  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion is  being  held  in  Cincinnati,  and  in- 
cludes representatives  from  Cleveland, 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Columbus,  Johnstown 
and  Louisville.  It  will  be  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions  by  those  who 
favor  the  national  game,  and  it  plans  <b 
embrace  all  the  various  organizations  of 
the  country  into  a  compact  body. 
*       *       * 

Arrangements   have    been   completed   to 

conduct  many  of  the  baseball  games  of 
the  San  Francisco  Athletic  League  upon 
Ewing  Feld.  A  similar  agreement  has 
been  reached  by  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic 
League.  By  playing  upon  one  diamond 
better  results  will  probably  be  attained 
in  the  handling  of  games  and  spectators. 


¥.  M.  I.  Basketball. 

The  Young  Men's  Institute  is  conclud- 
ing a  basketball  tournament  in  which 
seven  councils  are  entered.  Their  stand- 
ing is  as  follows: 

Per 

Division   A:  Won.     Lost.        cent. 

Ignatian   Council....    2  0  1000 

Mission     Council....    1  1  .500 

Salesian    Council....    0  2  .000 

Division   B: 

Golden    Gate    Council  3  0  1000 

Phil  Sheridan  Council   2  1  .666 

Washington   Council.    1  2  .333 

Pioneer     Council.  ...    0  3  .000 

The  winners  in  each   division,  Ignatian 

Council    and    Golden    Gate    Council,    will 

play   a    series   of   three   games    to   decide 

the  contest,  the  successful  team  to  receive 

a  fine  trophy. 

The  Juniors  gave  a  class  night  on  Sat- 
urday, March  11,  to  demonstrate  their 
work  in  the  gymnasium  and  swimming 
tank.  The  program  included  calisthenics, 
apparatus  work,  games,  swimming  events, 
diving  and  specialties  prepared  for  the 
occasion.  A  handball  tournament  and 
basketball  league  for  members  only  are 
also   scheduled   for   the   near   future. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES. 

Preliminary  plans  have  been  formulated 
by  the  Playground  Commission  to  carry 
out  their  Annual  May  Festival  programs 
upon  the  various  municipal  playgrounds. 
The  scope  of  the  spring  celebrations  will 
be  broadened  this  year  to  make  a  more 
comprehensive  showing  of  folk-dancing 
and  other  play  activities.  The  programs 
will  be  scheduled  on  different  days 
throughout  May,  so  that  it  will  be  possi- 
ble to  employ  the  services  of  the  Munic- 
ipal Band  at  each  event.  The  directors 
of  all  the  playgrounds  report  great  en- 
thusiasm on  the  part  of  the  children. 
These  festival  days  will  give  the  general 
public  a  splendid  opportunity  to  learn  that 
San  Francisco  girls  and  boys  "know  how". 

*  *       * 

The  boys  of  North  Beach  Playground, 
as  represented  in  the  soccer  team  of 
the  Washington  Grammar  School,  are 
near  the  top  in  the  tournament  now  being 
conducted  by  the  Public  Schools  Athletic 
League,  and  are  bending  every  energy  to 
the  task  of  winning  the  League  trophy. 

*  *       * 

The  Southside  Playground  Baseball 
Team,  which  ended  a  successful  season 
last  November,  is  re-organizing  with 
prospects  of  having  a  still  better  line-up 
than   that  of   last  year. 

*  *       * 

The  oval  of  Jackson  Playground  will 
soon  be  in  shape  for  baseball  and  youth- 
ful exponents  of  our  great  national  pas- 
time in  the  Potrero  District  are  eagerly 
awaiting  the  opening  day.  A  two-thirds 
size  diamond  has  been  provided,  on  which 
the  youngsters  learn  the  rudiments  of  the 
game;  as  soon  as  they  develop  sufficient 
strength  and  speed,  graduation  from  the 
"baby"  diamond  and  matriculation  upon 
the  regulation  90-foot  "big"  diamond  oc- 
cur simultaneously. 

*  *       * 

The  Excelsior  Playground  Baseball 
Team  is  in  full  swing  and  hopes  to  bring 
new  laurels  to  the  district  in  1916. 

*  *       * 

The  Jackson  Playground  cinder  path 
will  have  an  auspicious  spring  opening 
on  Sunday,  March  19,  when  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys'  Club  will  hold  its  sixteenth 
annual  track  and  fiield  meet. 


Pacific    Association    Basketball. 

Fifty-seven  teams  participated  in  the 
Pacific  Association  Basketball  Tourna- 
ment of  1915-1916.  Teams  were  entered 
from  Fresno  on  the  south  to  Sacramento 
and  Stockton  on  the  north,  and  from 
Santa  Cruz  north  to  San  Francisco.  The 
Fresno  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  the  National 
Guard  each  placed  five  teams  in  com- 
petition, the  Oakland  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Olympic 
Club,  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club,  Stock- 
ton High  School  and  Stockton  Athletic 
Club  all  had  four  teams  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  California  was  represented  by 
three  teams.  The  championships  resulted 
as  follows: 

110-lb.  Class — Fink-Smith  Playgrounds 
of  Fresno. 

120-lb.  Class — San  Francisco  Bovs' 
Club. 

130-lb.   Class — Olympic    Club. 

145-lb.   Class — Fresno  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Unlimited   Class — Olympic   Club. 

Keener  interest  was  shown  this  year 
than  ever  before  and  many  games  were 
decided   by  the  closest  margin   of  points. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Basketball. 

Increasing  interest  in  basketball  has 
led  to  a  new  development  of  the  sport  in 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  a  members'  tourna- 
ment is  now  being  conducted. 

There  are  two  distinct  sides  to  this 
contest.  One  is  to  determine  the  best 
team  and  the  other  is  to  determine  the 
worst.  There  is  a  great  scramble  to 
keep  out  of  the  cellar.  Following  is  the 
standing   of   the  teams: 

Games  yet 
Team.  Won.       Lost.       to  play.       Pet. 

Arrows     1  2  1  .777 

Titans     6  2  2  .750 

Dormice      5  2  3  .715 

N.    S.   G 4  5  1  .444 

Mereurys     2  6  2  .250 

Crescents      1  8  1  .125 

There  is  such  a  great  interest  in  basket- 
ball this  season  that  a  second  tournament 
of  six  teams  is  being  arranged  to  meet 
the  demand.  The  first  games  will  be 
played  Monday,  March  13th.  An  entirely 
new  organization  of  teams  will  be  ef- 
fected. 
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League's  Secretary  to  Leave  San  Francisco 


JAMES  EDWARD  ROGERS,  sec- 
retary of  the  Recreation  League  of 
San  Francisco  and  a  member  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Lowell  High  School  for 
the  past  five  years,  has  accepted  a  field 
secretaryship  with  the  Playground  and 
Recreation  Association  of  America. 

Mr.  Rogers  leaves  on  the  first  of 
May  for  his  position  in  the  East,  with 
headquarters  in  Chicago  and  New 
York.  His  work  will  be  to  survey  and 
expert  and  recommend  the  administra- 
tion of  schools,  parks  and  playground 
recreation  centers. 

When  Mr.  Rogers'  resignation  was 
announced  at  the  last  monthly  meet- 
ing there  were  universal  expressions 
of  personal  regret  at  his  going  and 
congratulations  on  his  splendid  pros- 
pects. Charles  de  Y.  Elkus  presented 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  Recreation  League 
owes  its  existence  and  its  position  in 
the  community  to  James  Edward 
Rogers  more  than  to  any  other  person ; 
and 

Whereas,  The  work  that  he  has  done 
for  it  and  through  it  for  the  com- 
munity has  been  and  will  continue  to 
be  of  real  and  increasing  value ;  and 

Whereas,  His  services  have  been 
rendered  without  any  pecuniary  or 
other  reward  and  without  any  thought 
other  than  the  joy  in  doing  a  good 
work;   and 

Whereas,  He  is  about  to  sever  his 
active  work  with  the  Recreation 
League  owing  to  his  acceptance  of  the 
position  of  field  secretary  with  the 
Playground  and  Recreation  Associa- 
tion of  America;  now,  therefore,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  Recreation 
League  does  hereby  express  its  deep 

Aquatic  Section  to  Banquet  Rogers. 

The  Aquatic  Section  of  the  League  is  ar- 
ranging a  complimentary  dinner  to  our  re- 
tiring secretary,  James  Edward  Rogers,  at 
the  Pala'ce  Hotel  on  Monday  evening,  April 
24.  Chairman  Walter  MacArthur  of  the 
Aquatic  Section  will  be  chairman  of  the 
evening,  and  Harbor  Commissioner  Thomas 
Williams  will  be  toastmaster.  The  commit- 
tee in  charge  has  sent  special  invitations  to 
the  Mayor,  members  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors and  Harbor  Commission  to  be 
guests  of  the  evening,  and  has  invited  all 
others  interested  in  the  development  of 
aquatic  sports  to  be  present  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  Mr.  Rogers'  signal  services  in  that 
direction.  Any  member  of  the  Recreation 
League  will  be  welcomed  by  the  committee 
in  charge.  Reservations  can  be  made  at 
the  League  offices. 


and  sincere  realization  of  its  loss ;  and 
it  likewise  expresses  its  realization  of 
its  debt  and  the  debt  of  the  com- 
munity for  the  work  that  has  been 
done  by  him ;  and  the  Recreation 
League  does  further  express  to  him  its 
deep  appreciation  for  his  services  and 
the  good  work  that  he  has  done  not 
only  for  the  community  of  San  Fran- 
cisco but  for  the  State  of  California; 
and  it  also  wishes  him  to  know  its  con- 
fidence in  his  future  success  in  a 
larger  field  and  its  hope  that  he  will 
still  find  time  to  maintain  at  least  some 
little  active  interest  in  this  League 
and  that  some  day  we  may  have  him 
back  with  us  to  help  bring  about  the 
greater  fulfillment  of  the  ideals  and 
practical  efforts  for  the  attainment  of 
the  same  which  in  our  community  he 
has  done  so  much  to  promote  and 
further. 


KENTFIELD    WEEK-END    CAMP 
STARTED  ON  ITS  CAREER. 

Seventy-Six  Boys  in  Initial  Parties. 

The  week-end  camp  site  for  boys,  es- 
tablished at  the  Kentfield  Stadium 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Camp  Commit- 
tee of  the  Boys'  Section  of  the  Recreation 
League,  was  put  to  its  first  actual  use 
when  sixty-four  lads  from  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys'  Club  took  advantage  of  the 
short  school  vacation  to  bivouac  there  for 
four  days,  April  10  to  13.  A  dozen  boys 
from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  camped  near  by  for 
two  days  and  used  the  facilities  afforded 
by  the  Stadium  for  baseball  and  swim- 
ming. 

The  Columbia  Park  Boys  did  yeoman 
service  in  cleaning  up  the  actual  camp- 
ing site,  piling  up  firewood  and,  in  gen- 
eral, pioneering  the  way  for  the  other 
groups  of  boys  that  are  expected  to  follow. 

But  work  was  not  the  chief  motif  of 
the  camp,  although  most  of  the  first  day 
was  consumed  in  getting  things  in  order. 
On  Tuesday  the  Columbia  Park  Boys 
"hiked"  up  Mount  Tamalpais  and  back — 
over  half  of  them  had  never  been  there 
before — and,  in  the  latter  afternoon  de- 
feated the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  a  friendly  base- 
ball   match. 


CLEARING   SITE   AND    PILING  WOOD  AT  KENTFIELD. 


S.  P.  Choral  to  Present  "Crusaders." 

The  San  Francisco  Choral  Society,  which 
lately  has  become  the  Choral  Section  of 
the  Recreation  League,  is  busy  at  work  for 
their  next  concert,  to  be  held  in  May.  The 
fact  that  Niels  Gade's  composition,  "The 
Crusaders,"  is  to  be  presented  is  certain  to 
arouse  general  interest  among  musical 
patrons. 

This  cantata  is  a  very  beautiful  work  by 
the  famous  Norwegian  composer  and  a 
large  orchestra  and  noted  soloists  will 
assist  the  chorus.  More  detailed  announce- 
ments will  be  made  in  the  next  issue  of 
the   Recreation   Bulletin. 


Our  next  number  will  be  the  "Annual," 
containing-  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
League.  There  will  be  no  issues  dining 
June  and  July. 


Wednesday  was  occupied  by  a  walk  to 
San  Rafael,  McNear's  Point  and  back — 
about  14  miles — after  which  some  of  the 
smallest  boys  crossed  bats  with  the  Kent- 
field  school  nine  and  met  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  the  local  lads. 

A  pleasant  surprise  was  the  fact  that 
Corte  Madera  Creek,  which  had  been  dis- 
counted on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of 
the  committee,  was  found  entirely  prac- 
ticable for  swimming,  especially  at  high 
tide.  This  stream  runs  right  through  the 
Stadium  and  not  a  day  was  missed  in  en- 
joying its  waters. 

Every  evening  the  boys  gathered  around 
a  roaring  camp  fire  and  songs  were  sung 
and   tales  were  told   until   bedtime. 

The  boys  brought  along  their  own  pro- 
visions and  cooked  in  groups  of  three  or 

(Continued    on   page   3.) 
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JAMES  EDWARD  ROGERS,  Secretary  of 
the  Recreation  League  since  its  very 
beginning,  has  accepted  a  Field  Secre- 
taryship of  the  Playground  and  Recrea- 
tion Association  of  America.  The  duties  of 
this  position  will  take  him  from  San 
Francisco    for    an    indefinite    period. 

That  Mr.  Rogers'  work  here  should 
have  won  national  recognition  is  a  tribute 
to  the  achievements  of  the  League  under 
his  guiding  hand.  The  League's  success 
has  been  due  largely  to  the  untiring 
energy  and  unstinted  service  of  its  Secre- 
tary. It  was  a  labor  of  love  with  him, 
but  he  gave  to  the  work  of  the  League 
as  much  time  and  attention  as  many  a 
man  gives  to  a  highly-salaried  profes- 
sional position.  Afternoons  and  evenings 
that  he  might  have  devoted  to  personal 
recreation  were  dedicated  to  the  cause  of 
the  Recreation  League.  Seldom  has  a 
community  had  an  example  of  more  de- 
voted and  unselfish  service. 

It  will  be  impossible  for  anyone  else  to 
fully  fill  Mr.  Rogers'  place.  We  can  have 
but  one  father.  However,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  no  man's  work  is  a  complete 
success  unless  it  is  strong  enough  to  sur- 
vive the  loss  of  his  personality.  It  is  for 
those  of  us  who  remain  behind  to  show 
Mr.  Rogers  how  well  he  has  nurtured. 
The  greatest  tribute  we  can  pay  to  him  is 
to  demonstrate  that  the  child  of  his  heart 
is  now  a  man  full  grown  and  able  to  walk 
alone  in  the  paths  in  which  he  guided  its 
first  footsteps  so  successfully.  Now,  more 
than  ever,  is  there  reason  for  all  inter- 
ested in  this  vital  work  to  pull  together 
with  greater  strength  and  redoubled  effort 
to  see  to  it  that  the  League  moves  on,  ever 
more  surely  and  more  swiftly  toward  its 
goal,  the  fostering  of  play  and  recreation 
among  all  of  the  people;  that  alike  the 
rich  in  pocket  and  poor  in  spirit,  and  the 
poor  in  goods  with  wealthy  souls  may  en- 
joy the  real  pleasures  of  life,  those  pleas- 
ures that  give  health  of  mind  and  body, 
that  are  truly  sweet  with  no  aftertaste  of 
aloes.  Is  there  anything  more  worth  while 
working  for? 


STREET    PLAY,    SHAKESPEARE 
AND  PAGEANTS. 

All  Discussed  at  Luncheon. 

The  final  spring  luncheon  of  the  Rec- 
reation League  was  held  at  Hale's  Pom- 
peian  Court,  at  12:15  on  April  13th,  1916, 
with  President  Jesse  W.  Lilienthal  in  the 
chair.      Seventy-five  were  present. 

President  Lilienthal  announced  the  Na- 
tional Recreation  Congress  to  be  held  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  October  2-6,  1916. 

The  Secretary  read  the  annual  report, 
which  clearly  demonstrated  that  the  Rec- 
reation League  was  a  valuable  asset  to 
this  community  and  that  it  has  achieved 
splendidly. 

Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton  made  an  excellent 
report  as  chairman  of  the  Pageantry- 
Dramatic  Section.  She  told  of  the  plans 
for  the  Shakespearean  celebration  to  be 
held  on  Easter  Sunday,  April  23rd.  Also  of 
the  Mount  Tamalpais  play,  "William  Tell," 
to  be  staged  Sunday,  May  28th,  1916. 
Mrs.  Easton  told  of  the  work  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Theater  in  the  development  of  the 
children's  hour  at  the  Republic  Theater 
on  Sutter  street. 

Mrs.  Bert  Schlesinger,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Street  Play,  told  of  the  in- 
vestigations made  by  that  body;  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  street  play  but  that  a 
more  expert  survey  is  necessary  in  order 
to  bring  out  the  proper  recommendations. 
However,  based  on  the  findings  of  the  re- 
port,    the     committee     could     recommend 

(1)  a  playground   for  the  outer   Mission; 

(2)  to  fulfill  this  need,  the  development 
of  Garfield  Square  as  Hamilton  Square  has 
been  developed;  and  (3)  a  playground  in 
the  Richmond  District;  (4)  the  use  of  all 
school  yards  as  play  spaces  after  school 
hours;  and  (5)  that  vacant  city  properties 
should  be  equipped  and  supervised  as  cen- 
ters. The  committee  feels  that  before 
the  streets  are  used  for  play,  that  all  these 
undeveloped  city  properties  should  first  be 
utilized  for  that  purpose. 

Mrs.  Richard  Newman,  chairman  of  the 
Girls'  Section,  told  of  the  splendid  suc- 
cess of  the  Girls'  Conference  and  of  the 
good  that  came  of  the  co-operation  of  all 
groups  interested  in  girls'  work;  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  Retail  Dry  Goods  As- 
sociation; and  of  the  plans  to  develop  rec- 
reation for  the  working  girl  and  athletics 
for  the  school  girl  along  same  lines. 

Mrs.  Honigsberger  of  the  Spring  Valley 
Mothers'  Club  told  of  the  success  of  the 
social  center  at  that  school  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Mothers'  Club. 

Prof.  Lee  Emerson  Bassett  of  Stanford 
gave  a  delightful  half  hour's  talk  on 
"Pageantry  in  Civic  Life."  He  outlined 
the  historical  development  of  pageantry 
and  spoke  of  its  place  in  our  modern 
cities.  He  told  of  the  many  pageants,  of 
the  interest  in  pageantry,  and  what  they 
had  meant  to  a  community  in  greater  de- 
mocracy and  the  development  of  the  artis- 
tic sense.  He  pointed  out  that  pageantry 
included  all  of  the  arts,  drama,  music, 
poetry,  sculpture  and  painting,  and  also 
included  all  the  people  and  so  made  for 
better  citizenship. 

President  Lilienthal  read  the  resigna- 
tion of  the  Secretary,  which  was  accepted 
with  regret. 

Mr.  Rogers  placed  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Eustace  M.  Peixotto  as  Secretary,  who 
was  unanimously  elected. 

Charles  de  Y.  Elkus  presented  resolu- 
tions of  esteem  and  deep  regret  setting 
forth  what  the  services  of  Mr.  Rogers  has 
meant  to  the  work  of  the  Recreation 
League  for  this  community.   (See  page  1.) 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  2  p.  m. 
JAMES  EDWARD  ROGERS, 

Secretary. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES. 

By  Ray  Daugherty. 


Preparations  for  the  annual  spring  festi- 
vals to  be  held  on  the  various  municipal 
playgrounds  are  well  under  way,  and  it  is 
expected  that  these  play  days  will  be  at- 
tended with  greater  success  than  ever  be- 
fore. Programs  will  be  held  on  different 
days  on  the  grounds  throughout  the  city, 
and  the  Municipal  Band  will  lend  an  addi- 
tional  gala  aspect   on  these  occasions. 

The  dates  for  the  play  festivals  have 
been  arranged  as  follows: 

May     1 — Jackson  Playground. 
May     6 — Hamilton   Playground. 
May  13 — Southside  Playground. 
May  14 — Excelsior   Playground. 
May  21 — Bay  View  Playground. 
May  27 — Presidio  Heights  Playground. 
May  27 — Yerba  Buena  Playground. 
June    3 — North  Beach  Playground. 

*  *       * 

The  Jackson  Playground  Athletic  and 
Social  Club  has  been  formed,  with  a  mem- 
bership limited  for  the  present  to  twenty. 
The  club's  baseball  team  has  begun  its 
season  by  winning  the  first  few  games 
played,  and  is  now  arranging  for  a  dance 
for  the  neighborhood  to  be  given  on  the 
thirteenth    of   May. 

*  *      * 

The  Bath  House  at  North  Beach  Play- 
ground opened  on  April  10,  with  several 
hundred  boys  enjoying  their  first  outdoor 
swim  of  the  season.  Alternate  days  for 
boys  and  girls  have  been  assigned,  and 
the  attendance  bids  fair  to  break  all  previ- 
ous  records. 

*  *      * 

The  boys  on  North  Beach  Playground 
are  engaging  with  great  zest  in  a  baseball 
tournament  now  under  way  on  the 
grounds.  Games  are  played  in  the  morn- 
ings during  the  Easter  vacation.  The  ages 
of  the  players  range  from  11  to  15  years, 
and  seven  teams  are  listed,  namely: 
Rushers,  Spartans,  Warriors,  Romans, 
Trojans,  Titans  and  Knights. 

*  *      * 

Two  handball  tournaments  for  boys 
have  been  concluded  on  Hamilton  Play- 
ground. Games  were  held  during  the 
noon  hour,  except  the  finals,  which  took 
place  in  the  afternoon.  Contestants  were 
divided  into  two  classes,  under  14  years, 
and  from  14  to  16  years.  The  first  tourna- 
ment in  the  Junior  class  resulted  in  a  vic- 
tory for  Clarence  Jones;  the  Senior  honors 
were  won  by  Leo  Walk.  The  Junior 
champion  retained  his  title  in  the  second 
round,  Oscar  Keene  capturing  premier 
honors  in  the  Senior  class. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing memberships  for  March: 


Luther  J.    Holton 
Mrs.  William  H. 

Crocker 
The  Emporium 
A.  B.  Spreckels 
Mrs.  J.   E.   Holmes 
Mrs.  V.  W.  Newhall 
J.  D.  Guggenhime 
Mrs.  Mary  S.  Jones 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Peixotto 
Fred  L.  Hansen 
Adolf   Koshlanil 
Mrs.    M.    J.    Branden- 
stein 
Miss  Mary  Brierton 
A.   of  T.   C.   No.   10 
Miss    Laura    Voorman 
A.  of  T.  C.  No.  2 
Mrs.   O.   J.   Todd 
Mrs.  J.   L.  Hershfield 
Dolores  Mothers  Club 
Miss  Pauline  Hart 
Mrs.  Ruth  Fuller  Field 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Weil 
Mr.   and   Mrs.    Geo.    S. 

Newbauer 
Maurice  J.  Sievers 


Maurice  Liebmann 
H.  U.  Brandenstein 
Ray  Daugherty 
Miss  Rebecca  Cerf 
Mrs.    Theodore    Poin- 

dexter 
Miss  Elizabeth  Buf- 
fi ngton 
Miss  Alicia  Mosgro^  e 
Herbert  F.  Dugan 
S.   F.   Labor  Council 
Civic  Section.  Corona 

Club 
Miss   Dorothy  Melnin- 

ger 
Drama  League 
H.  D.  Cross 
Horace  Mann   Mothers 

Club 
Lindley  &  Eickhoff 
E.   B.   DeGroot 
Miss  Edith  S.  Hyman 
William  Fries 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Thompson 
Spring  Vallev  Mothers 

Club 
James  D.  Phelan 


RECREATION     LEAGUE      BULLETIN 


CONFERENCE      MARKS      PROG- 
RESS IN  WORK  FOR  GIRLS. 

Many  Groups  Interested. 

BY  MRS.  RICHARD  XEW.MAN, 
Chairman  Girls'  Section. 
Irrespective  of  how  eager  the  Girls'  Sec- 
tion might  be  to  reach  some  definite  goal 
in  girls'  work,  we  realize  that  alone  we 
would  be  helpless.  The  "get-together"  spirit 
shown  at  the  various  sessions  of  the  con- 
ference held  March  24  and  25  meant  much 
towards  encouraging  us  in  our  plans  for 
the  coming  year. 

The  speakers,  each  with  his  own  par- 
ticular message,  showed  the  great  need  of 
planning  work  along  constructive  lines  for 
the  girls  of  San  Francisco.  The  salient 
point  brought  out  was  that  all  girls  are 
eager  for  proper  recreation  and  that  by  our 
co-operation  with  the  Playground  Commis- 
sion, Board  of  Education,  Merchants  of  San 
Francisco  and  such  organizations  as  the 
Juvenile  Court,  Juvenile  Protective  Asso- 
ciation and  groups  represented  by  the  vari- 
ous sections  of  the  Recreation  League, 
much  can  be  done  in  having  the  girls' 
"Castles  in  Spain"  realized. 

Mr.  Edward  B.  de  Groot  showed  us  how 
eager  the  Playground  Commission  is  to  do 
its  share  in  establishing  municipal  swim- 
ming tanks  and  recreation  centers  of  all 
kinds,  and  even  expressed  the  hope  of  hav- 
ing at  some  future  time  a  downtown  rec- 
reation center  for  girls.  It  is  for  us  to 
lend  our  support  to  these  intelligent 
policies. 

A  statement  worthy  of  due  consideration 
was  made  by  Miss  Agnes  Regan  of  the 
Board  of  Education  to  the  effect  that  too 
much  emphasis  can  not  be  placed  on  the 
fact  that  the  girl  and  the  home  are  insep- 
arable, for  is  not  the  girl  the  true  future 
home  builder  of  our  community? 

The  splendid  work  being  done  by  such 
stores  as  the  Emporium,  under  the  capable 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Greene  and  Miss  Corella 
is  surely  an  incentive  for  others  to  do  their 
share  even  if  on  a  smaller  scale,  and  since 
Mr.  Julien  Liebes,  president  of  the  Retail 
Dry  Goods  Association,  considers  it  worthy 
of  consideration  to  co-operate  with  the 
League,  let  us  hope  that  others  will  fall  in 
line. 

Dr.  Olga  Bridgeman  of  the  Juvenile 
Court  told  us  that  in  our  community  are 
girls  who  do  not  know  how  to  play!  Though 
this  seems  incredible,  the  fact  remains,  and 
the  vital  problem  is,  by  whom  and  by  what 
means  can  the  art  of  play  be  taught  such 
girls. 

Dr.  Jessica  Peixotto,  as  chairman  of  the 
Leisure  Girl  Committee,  informed  us  that 
the  leisure  girl  is  a  painfully  private  per- 
son. Since  this  is  the  case  we  can  not  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  the  same  reluctancy 
of  answering  questions  exists  where  the 
working  girl  is  concerned. 

The  topics  of  the  dance  halls  and  girls' 
camps  or  week-end  camps  for  girls  were 
well  handled  by  Miss  Alicia  Musgrove  and 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Wright,  respectively.  Practically 
nothing  definite  has  been  accomplished 
along  either  of  these  lines,  but  much  can 
and  should  be  done  in  bettering  the  con- 
ditions of  the  former  and  finding  some 
means  of  establishing  the  latter. 

"The  immigrant  brings  us  as  many  gifts 
as  we  have  to  offer  him,"  said  Dr.  Martin 
A.  Meyer,  and  he  emphasized  the  fact  that 
we  are  often  too  anxious  to  divest  the  new- 
comer of  those  qualities  particular  to  him- 
self in  our  endeavor  to  make  him  a  true 
American. 

In  conclusion  may  I  state  that  we  were 
most  fortunate  in  having  Miss  Maud  Cleve- 
land  of  the  University   of  California  warn 


us  of  the  "Dangers  in  Girls'  Physical  Edu- 
cation," and  having  Mrs.  Ruth  Fuller  Field 
of  New  York  and  Miss  Stoddart,  chairman 
of  the  Playground  Commission  of  Los  An- 
geles, tell  us  of  their  recreation  work  in 
their   respective   cities. 

We  of  the  Girls'  Section  of  the  Recreation 
League  wish  to  thank  one  and  all  for  the 
hearty  co-operation  so  splendidly  given  at 
the  Girls'  Conference  held  March  24  and  25. 
In  having  the  "Recreation  League  Bulletin" 
as  a  means  of  bringing  notice  of  the  con- 
ference to  all  members  of  the  League  we 
were  most  fortunate,  and  here  wish  to  ex- 
press our  sincere  thanks  to  the  editor.  To 
the  Girls'  Club,  management  of  the  St. 
Francis  Hotel,  the  press,  and  to  those  who 
attended,  we  feel  deeply  grateful.  Mr. 
Rogers  and  a  certain  "little  lady"  at  1058 
Phelan  Building  proved  "friends  indeed" 
during   the  days  preceding  the   conference. 

Last,  but  not  least,  I  wish  to  thank  per- 
sonally the  members  of  my  Girls'  Section 
for  their  help  and  assure  them  that  it  was 
sincerely  appreciated  by  their  chairman. 


Camp  at  Kentfleld. 

(Continued  from  page  1.) 

four.  They  displayed  much  originality  in 
the  construction  of  fire-places  and  learned 
many  things  in  the  way  of  adapting  them- 
selves to  open  air  life.  Some  of  the  boys 
brought  insufficient  blankets.  This  is 
something  future  parties  must  guard 
against.  There  is  no  reason  for  not  bring- 
ing heavy  bedding,  since  the  distance  from 
the  railroad  station  to  the  camp  is  not 
over  three  hundred  yards. 

Eustace  M.  Peixotto,  Chairman  of  the 
Boys'  Section  of  the  League,  and  Charles 
F.  Norton,  Headworker  of  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys'  Club,  were  in  charge  of  this 
opening    camp. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  other  boys' 
organizations  of  the  city  will  make  full 
use  of  the  advantages  that  Kentfield 
offers. 


Recreation     Congress     in     Grand     Rapids. 

H.  S.  Braucher,  Secretary  of  the  Play- 
ground and  Recreation  Association  of 
America  has  notified  the  League  that  the 
Recreation  Congress  is  to  be  held  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  October  2-6,  1916.  He  has 
requested  the  League  not  only  to  send 
delegates,  or  if  possible  to  attend  in  a 
body,  but  also  to  send  any  suggestions  as 
to  problems  which  ought  to  be  discussed 
at  this  conference.  The  Playground  and 
Recreation  Association  of  America  will  be 
very  glad  to  receive  any  suggestions  from 
any  of  our  members  that  will  help  to  make 
the  congress  more  worth  while. 


MARCH    MEETINGS. 


March   1  Drama    League. 

2  S.    F.    Choral    Society. 

3  Aquatic    Meeting. 

6  Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club,  Board  of  Gov- 
ernors. 

7  Boys'    Camp    Committee. 

7  Mountain    Play    Executive    Committee. 

7  Aquatic  Section. 

S  Pacific   Amateur  Assn.,   Reg.    Com. 

8  Girls'    Section. 

9  Luncheon. 

9  Pacific  Amateur  Assn.,   Board   of  Gov- 
ernors. 
9  Pacific    Amateur    Oarsmen. 
10  San   Francisco  Athletic  League. 

14  Mountain   Play,    Executive   Committee. 

15  Dolphin  Boat  and  Swimming  Club. 

16  Drama  League. 

20  South    End    Rowing   Club. 

21  Mountain   Play. 

21  San  Francisco  Choral  Society. 

21  Aquatic   Section. 

22  Pacific  Amateur  Assn.,  Reg.   Com. 

24  Girls'   Conference. 

25  Girls'    Section   Luncheon. 
27  Street    Play    Committee. 

30  Boys'   Section. 

31  San  Francisco  Athletic  League. 


CANON  KIP  MISSION  AFFORDS 
RECREATION  FACILITIES. 

Opportunities  for  Boys  and  Girls. 

BY    REV.    .J.    1LKX1SY    OERHLHOFF. 

The  Canon  Kip  Memorial — a  mission  of 
the  Episcopal  Church — Second  street  near 
Folsom,  is  a  dull  green-gray  building  of 
good  size.  The  top  floor  and  roof  is  given 
over  to  the  Day  Nursery  in  which  about  40 
children  are  cared  for  each  day.  The  large 
social  hall,  gymnasium,  sewing  rooms,  to- 
gether with  a  small  chapel,  go  to  make  up 
the  second  floor. 

On  the  ground  floor  is  a  well-equipped 
dispensary  (with  a  nurse  and  six  physi- 
cians giving  about  350  treatments  a  month  ) , 
a  clothing  bureau,  waiting  and  meeting 
rooms,  and  a  pool  room.  From  seven  in 
the  morning  until  half  past  ten  at  night 
the  building  is  in  use. 

The  older  boys,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Paige  Monteagle,  are  organized  in  a  strong 
club  of  about  55  members.  The  purpose  of 
this  Canon  Kip  Club,  as  stated  in  the  con- 
stitution, is  for  the  "physical,  social,  mental 
and  moral  development  of  the  members." 
The  reading  classes  and  the  debates,  as 
well  as  the  lectures  and  the  regular  meet- 
ing nights  are  well  attended.  The  baseball 
team — up  to  date  undefeated — has  been  con- 
ducive to  a  keener  club  spirit. 

The  clubroom  is  always  open.  This  has 
proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  members, 
especially  during  the  wet  weather  when 
those  out  of  work  had  a  decent  and  clean 
place  to  stop. 

The  younger  boys,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Cutler 
Paige  and  Mr.  Carthew,  have  been  gathered 
into  a  Junior  Club.  With  a  constitution 
(similar  to  that  of  the  older  boys)  with 
well-conducted  meetings,  an  organized  base- 
ball team  entered  in  the  Boys  Club  Ath- 
letic League,  a  healthier  and  a  more  orderly 
spirit  now  obtains.  A  gymnasium  class  of 
the  younger  lads,  under  the  instruction  of 
Mr.  Schantz,  is  growing  rapidly.  When 
the  Boy  Scouts  are  established  we  shall 
have  a  well-ordered  program.  And  it  only 
remains  to  keep  alive  the  present  spirit  in 
all  groups  to  have  a  strong  and  beneficial 
work  among  the  boys  of  this  district. 

The  chief  work  with  the  girls  .comes  un- 
der a  single  head — the  Girls'  Friendly  So- 
ciety— in  charge  of  Miss  Bromley.  The 
classes  in  basket,  weaving,  embroidery, 
readings  and  short  talks,  together  with  the 
regular  weekly  meetings,  have  cemented  the 
girls  into  a  well-conducted  club.  A  new 
range  has  been  installed  and  classes  in  do- 
mestic science  are  about  to  start.  The 
smaller  girls  attend  the  Lydia  Garber  sew- 
ing school.  Plain  and  fancy  sewing  is 
taught  at  the  Saturday  morning  sessions 
under  Mrs.  Schantz.  Excellent  work  has 
been  done  in  the  gym.  Soon  we  shall  have 
girls'  basketball  teams.  Now  that  we  have 
a  "playground"  in  the  rear  of  the  building, 
the  after  school  hours  of  boys  and  girls 
may  be  spent  here — certain  days  set  aside 
for  boys  and  girls.  A  small  plot  is  set  aside 
for  gardening.  All  work  of  this  sort  is 
educational — character  building.  But,  thanks 
to  the  Recreation  League,  we  have  been 
able  to  give  a  small-sized  Chautauqua.  Now 
that  we  have  our  own  lantern,  we  purpose 
to  precede  the  weekly  dances  with  a  short, 
entertaining  or  instructive  lecture. 

We  have  thrcj  small  "libraries" — the  Day- 
Nursery  (Miss  Fox  has  kept  this  up  for 
years)  for  mothers;  a  girls'  library  and  a 
boys'  library.  There  is  really  a  great  need 
(though  small  hope)  for  a  public  library 
deposit  station  in  this  neighborhood,  not 
only  for  the  residents  but  for  those  work- 
ing  in   nearby   shops   and  factories. 

Briefly,  then,  this  is  the  work  of  the 
Canon   Kip   Memorial. 
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ANNUAL   MEETING   OF   PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS  ATHLETIC  LEAGUE. 

lh.  annual  meeting  of  the  Public  Schools 
Athletic  League  and  board  of  directors  was 
held  ai  Hale's  l'ompcian  Court  on  April  4. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Secretary,  Eustace 
M  Pelxotto,  showed  clearly  thai  the  affairs 
Of  the  League  were  in  a  most  flourishing 
stale.  The  most  interesting  feature  of  the 
report  was  that  covering  the  great  progress 
made  in  the  development  of  interclass  ac- 
tivities among  the  individual  schools  that 
are  members  of  the  League.  Attention  was 
also  called  to  the  introduction  of  a  new 
sport  into  the  regular  schedule  of  athletics. 
During  the  winter  months  a  soccer  football 
tournament  was  successfully  conducted. 
With  the  continued  co-operation  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Football  Association,  it  is  hoped  that 
greater  progress  will  be  made  next  season 
in   this  branch  of  sport. 

The  following  directors  of  the  League 
whose  terms  had  expired  were  re-elected: 
Al  Coney,  E.  F.  Moran,  E.  M.  Peixotto,  E.  B. 
de  Groot,  Angelo  J.  Rossi,  J.  H.  McCallum. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to 
membership  on  the  board  of  directors: 
James  Woods,  William  Coffman,  Frank  A. 
Lawler,  Dr.  S.  Langer,  Marshal  Hale. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  in  a 
unanimous  choice  as  follows:  President, 
Robert  A.  Roos;  vice-president,  Dr.  George 
W.  Merritt;  second  vice-president,  J.  C. 
Nealon;  secretary,  E.  M.  Peixotto;  treas- 
urer, A.  Katschinski;  membership  secretary, 
Thomas   F.   Boyle. 

Dr.  A.  A.  D'Ancona  of  the  board  of  edu- 
cation spoke  in  appreciative  terms  of  the 
attitude  of  the  Public  Schools  Athletic 
League  and  its  valuable  work  among  the 
school  children.  He  strongly  assured  the 
directors  of  the  League  of  the  united  sup- 
port of  the  Board  of  Education.  President 
Roos  responded  for  the  League,  pledging 
it  to  renewed  efforts  in  the  cause  of  ath- 
letics. 


Public  Schools'  Track  Meet. 

The  eighth  annual  track  meet  of  the 
Public  Schools  Athletic  League  took  place 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  April  8,  in  the 
stadium  at  Golden  Gate  Park.  More  than 
six  hundred  boys  entered  in  the  various 
events  making  up  the  schedule  of  the 
League.  Two  records  went  by  the  boards. 
Wilkinson  of  Grattan  School  smashed  the 
first  one,  the  440  unlimited,  by  covering 
the  route  in  the  fast  time  of  59  seconds. 
Another  record  to  go  was  that  for  the 
80-pound  100-yard  dash  which  had  stood 
for  seven  years;  Corell  of  Frank  McCoppin 
School  ran  this  event  in  12  seconds,  low- 
ering the  previous  mark  by  a  full  second. 
In  addition,  several  of  the  League's  previ- 
ous records  were  tied. 

Crocker  School  won  the  meet  with  a 
total  of  23  points;  McKinley  was  second 
with  18  points.  Laguna  Honda  came  a 
close  third  with  16  points  to  its  credit. 


P.    S.    A.   L.   Baseball   Tournament. 

The  baseball  tournament  of  the  Public 
Schools  Athletic  League  for  1916  has  ex- 
ceeded all  previous  records  in  the  number 
of  schools  represented  by  teams.  A  total 
of  sixty-eight  nines,  representing  forty- 
four  of  the  forty-six  schools  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  League,  have  entered  the  lists 
for  the  city  championship  honors  in  the 
95-pound  and   unlimited   classes.     Over   one 


hundred  games  will  be  played  to  decide  the 
winning   school    teams. 


Young  Ladies'  Institute  Basketball. 

The  first  basketball  tournament  of  the 
Young  Ladies'  Institute  opened  on  Wednes- 
day night,  April  12.  Six  teams,  represent- 
ing different  councils  of  the  order  in  San 
Francisco,  are  entered.  The  schedule  con- 
sists of  fifteen  games.  Three  games  will 
be  played  each  Wednesday  night  in  the 
gymnasium  of  the  Young  Men's  Institute 
Building.  Interest  in  the  tournament  runs 
high,  and  many  close  contests  are  antici- 
pated. 


Boys'  Club  League  Track  Meet. 

The  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  held  its 
third  annual  Track  and  Field  Meet  at 
the  Golden  Gate  Park  Stadium  on  Satur- 
day, April  15,  with  an  entry  list  of  over 
three  hundred  boys.  The  Columbia  Park 
Boys'  Club  repeated  its  victory  of  the  two 
previous  years,  winning  by  a  safe  margin 
over  the  Olympic  Club,  its  nearest  con- 
tender. 

The  clubs  scored  points  as  follows: 
Columbia  Park  68,  Olympic  Club  48,  S.  F. 
Turn  Verein  32,  Welsey  Club  29,  Pacific 
Hebrew  Orphanage  21,  San  Francisco 
Boys'  Club  12,  B'nai  B'rith  2. 


B.   C.  A.   L.   Baseball   Tournament. 

The  baseball  tournament  of  the  B.  C.  A.  L. 
is  now  in  full  swing.  A  playing  schedule  of 
twenty-two  games  has  been  arranged,  ex- 
tending from  March  25  to  May  21.  The 
games  are  being  played  upon  Jackson  and 
Southside  Playgrounds  and  Golden  Gate 
Park.  Five  teams  are  entered  in  the  Senior 
Division  and  four  teams  in  the  Junior 
Division. 


BOYS'  CLUB  LEAGUE  BOARD  TO 
END  SEASON  WITH  DINNER. 

To  Sum  Up  Successful  Year. 

BY    S.    WILEY    WINSOR. 
President  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League. 

The  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  is  clos- 
ing its  most  successful  year  with  a  dinner 
to  the  board  of  directors  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
on  Thursday,  April  20th.  Edward  B. 
de  Groot,  James  Edward  Rogers  and  Eu- 
stace M.  Peixotto  are  the  guests  of  honor 
and  they  will  speak  on  the  various  phases 
of  the  athletic  and  play  life  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Reports  upon  the  activities  of  the  League 
will  be  given  by  Thomas  De  Nike,  basket- 
ball commissioner;  Charles  F.  Norton,  gym- 
nastic commissioner;  Joseph  H.  Nill,  swim- 
ming commissioner;  Thomas  D.  Bunyan, 
baseball  commissioner;  and  Joseph  Bona- 
part,  track  and  field  commissioner. 

The  meeting  will  be  presided  over  by  the 
President  of  the  League,  Mr.  S.  Wiley  Win- 
sor,  who  will  present  in  brief  the  program 
for  the  coming  year. 

Representatives  from  the  following  or- 
ganizations will  be  present:  Cathedral  Mis- 
sion, Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club,  Olympic 
Club,  Pacific  Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum,  San 
Francisco  Boys'  Club,  Telegraph  Hill  Boys' 
Club,  Wesley  Boys'  Club,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Y. 
M.  I.,  Y.  M.  H.  A.,  B'nai  B'rith,  San  Fran- 
cisco Turn  Verein  and  Canon  Kip  Memorial 
Boys'  Club. 


Cogswell  Athletic  Field. 

The  Cogswell  Polytechnical  School  now 
has  an  athletic  field  of  its  own.  A  lot  ad- 
joining the  school  has  been  laid  out  with 
an  eight-lap  running  track,  jumping  pits, 
facilities  for  shotput,  pole  vault  and  other 
field  activities.  The  convenience  of  the 
field  has  resulted  in  a  decided  increase  in 
the  number  of  individual  and  interclass 
competitions. 


C.  P.  B.  C.  Track  and  Field  Meet. 

Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club  held  its  six- 
teenth regular  track  and  field  meet  at 
Jackson  Playground  Sunday  afternoon, 
March  26,  1916.  It  was  a  notable  oc- 
casion in  the  history  of  the  club's  athletic 
history,  both  for  the  number  of  contest- 
ants and  for  the  excellent  showing  made 
by  them.  About  150  members  took  part 
in  the  meet,  which  was  conducted  under 
the  weight  class  system,  in  groups  rang- 
ing from  the  midget  60-pounders  to  the  big 
fellows  of  the  unlimited  class.  Many  club 
boys  hare  made  fine  records  in  grammar 
and  high  school  meets,  so  that  it  is  no 
wonder  that  they  shattered  fifteen  club 
records  and  equaled  three  others. 


Have  You  Bought  Your 
Skates  and  Shoes  Yet? 

The    Big    Outstanding    Feature    of 

SPALDING 
Skate  and  Shoe 

Combinations   is   that   we   build   both   in   our 
Factories 

A  SKATE  TO  FIT  THE  SHOE 
A  SHOE  TO  FIT  THE  FOOT 

Come    in   and   learn   more   about   these   perfect   fitting   skating    outfits 

A.  G.  SPALDING  &  BROS. 

156-158  Geary  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal.       416  Fourteenth  Street,  Oakland,  Cal. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO'S  RECREATION  OUTLOOK  TO-DAY 

By  EUSTACE  M.  PEIXOTTO,    Secretary  Recreation  League. 


WITH  the  resumption  of  the  active 
work  of  the  Recreation  League  after 
the  lull  which  the  summer  vaca- 
tion always  brings,  it  seems  to  the 
writer  an  opportune  moment  for  us 
to  look  about  and  take  stock.  It 
is  one  of  the  primary  aims  of  this 
League  to  act  as  a  clearing  house  in  recre- 
ation matters  that  duplication  and  waste 
of  effort  shall  be  eliminated  as  far  as 
possible.  It  is  doubly  important,  there- 
fore, that  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
our  work  for  the  coming  year,  we  pause 
a  moment  and  survey  the  field  of  action 
in  order  that  we  may  see  where  our  at- 
tack will  produce  the  most  telling  results. 
In  years  past  the  League  has  devoted 
much  of  its  attention  to  the  furtherance 
of  public  recreation  under  municipal  aus- 
pices.     It   has  urged  the  extension  of  the 


playground  system,  the  establishment  of 
social  centers  in  our  school  buildings  and 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  educate  public 
opinion  along  these  lines  to  the  point 
where  it  would  give  the  necessary  backing 
to  the  public  bodies  having  charge  of 
these  things.  Recently  this  support  has 
been  forthcoming  to  a  greater  degree  than 
ever  before  and  consequently  the  work  of 
the  Playground  Commission  and  that  of 
the  Board  of  Education  has  grown  by 
leaps  and  bounds.  In  fact,  developments 
have  been  so  rapid  in  these  departments 
that  I  feel  certain  many  members  of  the 
League  by  no  means  appreciate  the  extent 
of  the  progress. 

To    Open    20    New    Playgrounds. 

The     Playground     Commission     is     now 
operating   eleven    playgrounds   and    within 
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EWIXG  FIELD,  WHERE  "AIDA"   WILL  BE  PRODUCED.    THIS  FIELD  HAS  RECENTLY  BEEN 
LEASED    BY    THE    CITY    FOR    A   PUBLIC  ATHLETIC  GROUND. 

Great  Pageant  Production  of  "Aida" 

By  Michael  AVji.ua ms. 


The  Rev.  D.  O.  Crowley,  of  the  Youths' 
Directory,  will  hold  a  benefit  for  his  insti- 
tution on  Ewing  Field,  September  30,  when 
a  record-breaking  open-air  performance  of 
Verdi's  "Aida"  will  be  given  under  the  di- 
rection of  Josiah  Zuro.  The  performance 
will  be  in  the  nature  of  a  pageant  produc- 
tion to  which  the  opera  itself  and  the  out- 
door performance  naturally  lend  them- 
selves and  is  therefore  of  special  interest 
to  those  members  of  the  League  who  are 
interested  in  this  type  of  dramatic  achieve- 
ment. More  than  1,000  people  will  be  used 
in  the  pageant  scenes. 

A  chorus  of  500  local  singers  is  rehears- 
ing, many  societies  devoted  to  the  prona- 
tion of  community  singing  and  pageantry 
actively  assisting  Zuro  to  select  the  cream 
of  their  membership.  A  ballet  of  7  5  is 
being  trained.  There  will  be  an  orchestra 
of  150,  assisted  by  a  stage  band  of  50  to 
lend  sonority  and  strength  to  the  music. 
Experiments  made  in  Ewing  Field  have 
demonstrated  beyond  doubt  that  the  acous- 
tics are  perfect. 

Among  the  eminent  operatic  stars  who 


will  appear  are  Emmy  Destinn,  Clarence 
Whitehill,  Leone  Zinovieff  and  Henry  Wel- 
don,  while  negotiations  are  now  being  con- 
ducted with  other  celebrated  singers.  Ar- 
turo  Spelta,  who  was  stage  manager  of  the 
performance  given  in  1911  in  the  shadow 
of  the  Pyramids,  will  be  brought  to  San 
Francisco,  and  will  superintend  the  paint- 
ing of  the  scenery  as  well  as  aid  Josiah 
Zuro  in  the  stage  management.  The  cos- 
tumes designed  for  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania production  this  summer,  which 
Zuro  went  East  to  study,  have  been  se- 
cured. 

Father  Crowley  considered  many  other 
ideas  for  his  benefit  before  selecting 
"Aida.''  He  is  being  aided  by  several  com- 
mittees of  prominent  men  and  women,  who 
will  also  look  out  for  the  interests  of  the 
Mission  Preservation  fund,  which  will 
share  the  proceeds  of  the  benefit  with 
Father  Crowley.  The  interests  of  philan- 
thropy, of  historic  restoration,  and  of  the 
promotion  of  California  as  the  best  place 
in  America  for  open-air  amusement  go 
hand-in-hand  to  further  this  event. 


a  month  twenty  school  yards  will  be 
opened  after  school  hours  under  its  juris- 
diction. All  of  these  grounds  are  under 
the  supervision  of  trained  play  leaders; 
the  larger  areas  having  both  a  man  and 
woman  director,  while  either  a  man  or 
woman  is  in  charge  of  the  smaller  spaces. 
The  city  now  has  two  public  bath  houses, 
in  the  North  Beach  and  Mission  districts, 
respectively.  At  these  pools  swimming  is 
free  on  alternate  days  to  boys  and  girls, 
suits  and  towels  being  furnished  by  the 
Playground  Commission.  The  attendance 
at  the  Mission  baths  has  averaged  800  a 
day  during  the  school  vacation. 

In  the  budget  for  1916-1917  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  allowed  the  Playground 
Commission  the  sum  of  $120,000,  an  in- 
crease of  $54,000,  almost  double  that  of 
1915-1916.  Besides  maintaining  the  de- 
partment and  allowing  the  addition  of 
twenty  school  playgrounds  above  alluded 
to,  this  money  will  provide  for  the  neces- 
sary reconstruction  of  some  of  the  older 
playgrounds  and  for  the  equipment  of  a 
new  playground  in  the  Richmond  District. 

Progress  in   Physical   Education. 

Since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  DeGroot  in 
February,  1915,  to  direct  the  recreation 
work  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Education  and  Playground  Commission, 
physical  education  in  the  school  depart- 
ment has  been  developed  from  practically 
nothing  to  a  fairly  complete  and  compre- 
hensive system.  Four  district  supervisors 
(women)  in  the  elementary  schools  have, 
with  Mr.  DeGroot,  worked  out  a  graded 
course  of  study,  including  corrective  and 
progressive  gymnastics,  plays,  games  and 
dances.  This  work  is  taught  by  the  class 
teachers  under  the  direction  of  these 
supervisors  who  visit  the  schools  period- 
ically. 

With  the  opening  of  this  term  the 
Board  of  Education  has  placed  a  director 
of  physical  education  and  athletics  for 
boys  and  one  for  girls  in  each  of  the 
city's  high  schools.  These  men  and 
women  are  to  devote  all  of  their  time, 
both  during  and  after  school  hours,  to 
putting  this  work  on  a  thoroughly  sys- 
tematic and  sane  basis.  Our  high  school 
athletics  and  high  school  physical  educa- 
tion have  been  far  below  the  standard  of 
other  communities.  We  now  have  the 
means  of  bringing  these  well  up  to  the 
proper  level  of  efficiency. 

Public    School    Atliletics, 

The  Public  Schools  Athletic  League  has 
been  the  pioneer  organization  in  this  city 
in  its  advocacy  of  physical  activities  for 
school  children.  The  actual  work  of  this 
association  has  been  confined  to  the  boys 
of  the  grammar  grades  and  this  work  has 
become  a  part  of  the  program  of  the 
School  Board.  For  the  coming  year  the 
Board  of  Education  has  provided  funds  so 
that  there  will  be  a  teacher  in  every 
school  having  grammar  grades  to  look 
after  the  school  athletics  of  the  young- 
sters. These  teachers  will  be  responsible 
for  making  up  athletic  teams  and  accom- 
panying them  to  the  games.  These  after- 
school  activities  are  closely  correlated 
with  the  playgrounds.    Most  of  the  games 
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will  take  place  at  the  grounds  and  the 
play  directors  will  officiate  as  umpires  or 
referees, 

•Social   (Tenter  Development. 

During  the  past  year  five  school  houses 
were  operated  in  the  evenings  as  social 
centers.  At  the  present  writing  plans  for 
the  coming  year  have  not  fully  matured, 
hut  it  is  safe  to  say  these  five  will  be 
continued  and  that  there  will  be  possible 
additions  to  the  list.  The  social  centers 
have  been  well  attended  and  are  exceed- 
ingly popular  in  the  neighborhoods  where 
they    have  been   established. 

From  the  foregoing  bald  statement  it 
will  be  apparent  how  great  recent  progress 
lias  been.  As  far  as  public  recreation  is 
concerned  t lie  League  can  look  forward 
to  little  in  (be  way  of  usefulness  for  the 
coming  year.  It  can  but  sit  on  the  side 
lines  and  applaud.  The  City  is  moving  as 
rapidly  as  can  reasonably  be  expected  in 
providing  adequately  for  our  children's 
play. 

Inadequate,  however,  are  the  facili- 
ties offered  the  boy  and  girl  who  have 
left  school  and  seek  recreation  after  work 
hours.  The  social  centers  should  provide 
for  these,  but  they  are  unable  to  do  so 
properly  because  our  school  houses  lack 
the  facilities  for  affording  the  things  most 
attractive  to  such  young  people — dancing, 
athletic  games  and  gymnastics. 

The  work  of  the  social  centers  in  most 
casts  has  necessarily  been  confined  to 
neighborhood  rallies,  lectures,  motion 
picture  entertainments  and  sewing  bees. 
These  have  for  the  most  part  brought  to 
the  school  house  the  adults  and  younger 
children.  The  program  offered  is  not  in 
ail  such  as  will  draw  or  hold  the 
elements  of  the  community  which  of  all 
perhaps  need  the  centers  most — the 
young  working  boy  and  the  young  work- 
ing  girl. 

The  City's  Most  Vital  Need. 

More  recreation  facilities  for  these  are, 
in  my  judgment,  the  most  vital  present 
day  need  of  San  Francisco,  and  the  more 
effort  the  Recreation  League  can  make 
toward  the  end  of  securing  these,  either 
through  public  or  private  means,  the 
more  really  effective  will  be  its  work  for 
the  coming  season. 

Just  how  we  are  to  meet  this  great 
community  need  is  not  at  once  apparent. 
Facilities  of  the  kind  needed  are  unfortu- 
nately expensive,  more  so  in  fact  than 
those  required  for  younger  children.  Be- 
fore any  policy  is  advocated  a  careful 
study  of  the  situation  should  be  made  by 
a  representative  committee.  Then  the 
necessary  elements  for  progress  should 
be  brought  together  by  the  League  and 
when  these  two  steps  have  been  taken, 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  progress  can  be 
made  through  the  co-operation  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Besides  attacking  this,  our  most  im- 
portant want  in  recreation  matters,  the 
League  will  have  plenty  to  do  to  carry 
forward  the  projects  which  it  has  now 
in  hand.  The  establishment  of  commun- 
ity singing  in  various  sections  of  the 
city  has  been  started  and  is  well  on  the 
road  to  being  an  actual  accomplishment. 
Preliminary  organization  and  plans  have 
been  effected  and  one  class  has  commenced 
work  with  three  more  ready  to  begin. 

The  encouragement  of  country  trips  by 
the  city  boy  and  girl  has  been  a  feature 
of  the  League's  work  during  the  past 
year,  both  the  Boys'  and  Girls'  Sections 
having  addressed  themselves  in  various 
ways  to  this  end.  The  League  has  se- 
cured the  use  of  the  Kentfield  Stadium 
for   week-end    camps   and   the  Playground 


Commission  is  willing  to  assist  in  taking 
groups  of  boys  and  girls  to  this  camp. 
It  remains  to  develop  the  use  of  this 
site  to  a  greater  and  greater  extent. 

Camps  and  Water  Sports. 

The  promotion  of  aquatic  sports  has 
ever  been  one  of  the  aims  of  this  organ- 
ization. The  dearth  of  opportunities  for 
rowing  and  swimming  in  this  city,  sur- 
rounded as  it  is  on  three  sides  by  water, 
is  something  that  must  strike  a  most 
casual  observer  of  recreation  conditions. 
The  consummation  of  the  exchange  of 
lands  by  which  the  city  may  acquire  an 
aquatic  park  and  the  development  of 
rowing  as  a  sport,  both  for  boys  and  girls, 
are  goals  toward  which  the  League  will 
lend  strong  efforts  in  the  coming  season. 

With  work  such  as  this  before  us,  be- 
sides the  constantly  out-cropping  prob- 
lems on  which  we  are  asked  to  help  In 
our  capacity  as  a  clearing  house  for  all 
the  recreation  organizations  of  the  city, 
the  League  can  look  forward  to  just  as 
busy  and  fruitful  a  year  as  we  have  had 
in    the   past. 

We  all  miss  the  presence  and  enthusi- 
asm of  the  League's  founder  and  first 
secretary,  James  Edward  Rogers.  In  en- 
deavoring to  carry  forward  his  work  dur- 
ing the  coming  year,  the  writer  bespeaks 
from  the  membership  the  united  support 
that  Mr.  Rogers  was  fortunate  enough  to 
enjoy. 

There  is  still  plenty  to  be  done.  Let  us 
be  up  and   doing. 


URGES  ALL  MOTHERS'  CLUBS 
TO  JOIN  LEAGUE  IN  WORK 

By  Mrs.  J.  S.  Graham, 

Newly-Apppointed  Chairman  for  Recreation  and 
Social  Centers  of  the  Mothers'  Congress. 

My  desire  is,  that  for  the  benefit  of  our 
clubs,  and  the  Recreation  League  also,  that 
all  Mothers'  Clubs  that  I  can  possibly  in- 
duce to  join  the  League  will  do  so. 

The  first  will  be  the  Fremont  School 
Mothers'  Club,  of  which  I  am  a  member. 
Since  our  first  meeting  of  the  new  club 
year,  the  Social  Center  and  the  Recreation 
departments  have  been  combined  under  the 
department  work  of  Recreation.  As  chair- 
man of  the  department  I  would  urge  that 
all  the  Mothers'  Clubs  of  the  various 
schools  throughout  our  city,  who  have  not 
as  yet  joined  the  Recreation  League 
should  do  so,  as  it  is  most  important  and 
should  not  be  delayed,  as  co-operation 
with  the  League  is  the  only  way  of  suc- 
cess for  our  Mothers'  Clubs.  The  work  of 
the  Recreation  League  touches  the  inter- 
ests of  the  mothers. 


MEETINGS. 


JUNE. 

June    1 — Pacific   Amateur   Association    Regis- 
tration Committee. 

June  1 — San  Francisco  Choral  Society. 

June   6 — Aquatic   Section. 

June  8 — Community  Singing  Committee. 

June  14 — Pacific  Amateur  Association  Regis- 
tration   Committee. 

June   15 — Pacific   Amateur  Association   Board 
of  Governors. 

June  19 — Pacific  Amateur   Oarsmen's  Associa- 
tion. 

June  10 — Community   Singing  Committee. 

June  21— Dolphin  Club. 

June  26 — Community    Singing    Committee. 

June  27 — Mountain   Play   Association. 

June  28 — Pacific   Amateur  Association   Regis- 
tration Committee. 

June  29 — Pacific  Amateur  Oarsmen. 

June  30 — South  End   Rowing  Club. 
JULY. 

July  12 — Pacific   Amateur   Association   Regis- 
tration  Committee. 

July  19 — Dolphin   Swimming  &  Boating  Club. 

July  20 — Pacific    Amateur   Association    Board 
of  Governors. 

July  26 — Pacific   Amateur  Association    Regis- 
tration Committee. 
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RECREATION  CONGRESS  AT 
GRAND  RAPIDS  IN  OCTOBER 

The  Playground  and  Recreation  Asso- 
ciation of  America  wTill  hold  an  Interna- 
tional Recreation  Congress  at  Grand 
Rapids,   Michigan,  October  2-6,   1916. 

The  keynote  of  the  congress  will  be 
"Preparedness  for  Peace." 

The  problems  of  the  open  country,  the 
village,  the  small  town,  will  be  discussed 
as  well  as  the  problems  of  the  large  city. 

Men  of  long  experience  in  recreation 
work  will  answer  questions  relating  to 
these  practical  problems  instead  of  at- 
tempting set  addresses. 

Some  of  the  topics  to  be  discussed 
will  be: 

A  Great  Discovery  of  the  Twentieth 
Century — The  Neighborhood   Play  Center. 

The  Importance  of  the  Neighborhood 
Play  Center  in  any  Program  of  National 
Preparedness  for  Defense. 

Building    a    Civilization    Through    Play. 

Can    an    Indoor    Nation    Long    Endure? 

Physical  Vitality  a  National  Asset. 

Leisure  Hours  America's  Greatest 
Wealth. 

Can  America  Maintain  High  Working 
Efficiency  Without  Organizing  Leisure  and 
Promoting  Recreation? 

Better  Farming,  Better  Marketing,  Bet- 
ter People  Through  Better  Use  of  Rural 
Leisure. 

The  Making  of  Men  in  America. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing memberships  for  June  and  July: 


Emanu-El  Sisterhood  for 

Mrs.   D.   E.    F   Easton. 

Redfern  Mason. 

Dr.  Rene  Bine. 

Mountain   Play  Ass'n. 

Jeaneite  Pauson. 

Helen  H.   Ashton. 

Mrs.   I.  W.   Hellman. 

Mrs.  Jacob   Levison. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Bourn. 

Mrs.  Frank  Freder- 
icks. 

S.  F.  Labor  Council. 

Julius  R.  Weber. 

Prof.    Win.    Popper. 

Miss  Alice   L.    Griffith. 

Recreation  Club  for 
Girls. 

Philomath   Club. 


Personal  Si  i 

Miss  Alice  Q.  Jewel. 

Cutler  Paige. 

D.  L.  Ghirardelli. 
John  C.  Kortick. 
Mrs.  A.  P.   Black. 

E.  l..  Hueter. 

F.  li.  Koster. 

Miss     Beatrice    Vroo- 

man. 
Mrs.    A.    Stahl. 
Mrs.    J.    J.    JSLCObI, 
Thos.   S.   Williams. 
C.   A.  Hooper  &  Co. 
Mrs.   Florem 

SchlOSa 

Mrs.  Charles  W.  Slack. 
Mrs.   i  telen   i  lech! . 

North     Hearh     Promo- 
tion Association. 
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Happy  Tidings  from  the  Summer  Camps 


Y.  M.  C.  A.  BOYS  CAMP  ON  THE 

SHORES  OF  CLEAR  LAKE 

By  Raymond  0.  Hanson. 
Boys'  Work   Secretary. 

Nearly  a  hundred  and  fifty  boys  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  at- 
tended Camp  McCoy  from  June  12th  to 
July  3rd.  A  change  in  location  this  year 
made  the  outing  doubly  enjoyable,  for 
everything  was  new  to  the  boys,  and  the 
surroundings  offered  plenty  of  opportunity 
for  exploration. 

A  continuous  program  of  swimming, 
boating,  fishing,  baseball,  basketball,  hik- 
ing and  all  out-door  sports  was  in  prog- 
ress throughout  the  entire  camp  session. 
A  semi-military  system  of  discipline  was 
in  vogue,  and  a  number  of  college  stu- 
dents and  young  business  men  comprised 
the  corps  of  officers.  Each  tent  group  of 
nine  boys  was  in  charge  of  a  leader 
trained  for  the  purpose.  A  great  deal  of 
attention  was  given  to  the  care  of  tents 
and  personal  property,  a  banner  being 
awarded  each  day  to  the  boys  whose  tent 
presented  the  neatest  appearance. 

The  camp  enjoys  an  excellent  beach 
with  a  gradual  slope  which  assures  abso- 
lute safety  in  swimming  and  a  well  con- 
structed "high-dive"  proved  advantageous 
for  diving  records.  No  less  than  thirty 
boys  passed  successfully  the  life-saving 
tests  given  by  the  U.  S.  Red  Cross  So- 
ciety. The  tent  leaders  were  nearly  all 
recipients  of  the  official  emblems  before 
going  to  camp. 

Boating  proved  a  great  pastime,  as 
usual,  the  camp  having  in  addition  to  the 
rowboats,  the  use  of  a  good-sized  launch, 
upon  which  parties  of  boys  made  daily 
trips  across  the  lake. 

The  annual  athletic  meet  claimed  prac- 
tically every  camper  as  a  participant,  and 
some  splendid  records  were  made.  The 
ribbons  won  during  the  course  of  the  day, 
both  for  athletic  and  aquatic  prowess, 
will  be  awarded  at  the  annual  camp  ban- 
quet to  be  held  in  September.  Sixty-five 
boys  were  successful  in  meeting  ten  rigid 
requirements  which  entitled  them  to  the 
Camp  McCoy  honor  emblems.  The  latter 
were  presented  during  an  initiation  cere- 
mony which  took  place  between  midnight 
and  sunrise  away  up  in  the  mountains. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  feature  of  the 
camp  program  was  a  visit  to  the  haunted 
house  of  John  Bull,  formerly  Chief  of  the 
Big  Valley  Tribe  of  Indians.  The  cabin, 
in  which  the  old  Chief  was  supposed  to 
have  been  murdered  some  years  ago,  was 
located  about  three  miles  from  the  camp 
grounds  on  a  side  of  the  mountain.  The 
roughness  of  the  trails  necessitated  con- 
siderable care  and  alertness  on  a  night 
journey,  but  the  boys  felt  well  repaid  for 
the  tiresome  trip  by  the  blood-curdling 
thrills  and  exciting  escapades  experienced 
upon  reaching  their  destination.  The 
properties  were  set  with  a  degree  of  seem- 
ing reality  that  made  the  event  memor- 
able to  susceptible  adventurers. 

In  the  midst  of  all  the  varied  activ- 
ities emphasis  was  constantly  placed  upon 
character-building  as  the  main  objective. 
The  actual  results  in  this  particular  can- 
not be  overestimated,  for  every  boy  has 
returned  to  the  city  with  a  more  real 
sense  of  his  own  possibilities  and  the  need 
for  keeping  true  to  his  highest  ideals. 
He  is  better  fitted,  mentally,  physically 
and  morally  for  the  battle  of  life. 


GIRLS     HIKE     AND     SWIM     IN 
VACATION    SEASON 

Although  the  Girls'  Section  has  not 
been  holding  regular  meetings  during  the 
summer,  the  activities  planned  by  it  and 
its  sub-committees  have  by  no  means 
ceased. 

A  number  of  girls  from  the  various  or- 
ganizations have  been  taking  advantage 
of  the  hiking  schedules  arranged  at  the 
last  meeting.  Walks  have  been  taken  to 
various  points  in  Marin  County,  to  Mus- 
sel Rock  and  in  the  Piedmont  hills.  The 
Swimming  Clubs  have  been  going  to 
Sutro  Baths  regularly  and  a  new  group 
has  been  organized  during  the  summer 
season. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association  the  Sec- 
tion was  able  to  arrange  for  fourteen  girls 
who  were  not  otherwise  provided  for  for 
summer  outings  to  spend  a  week-end  in 
the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  cottage  at  San  Anselmo. 

The  Girls'  Section  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  for  the  fall  season  the  second 
Wednesday  of  September.  One  of  its  first 
projects  will  be  to  further  the  develop- 
ment of  rowing  for  girls.  A  group  under 
the  direction  of  Miss  Emma  Noonan  has 
been  making  experiments  in  rowing  on 
Lake  Merritt  in  Oakland,  there  being  no 
suitable  place  in  San  Francisco  for  such 
sport. 


CAMP    ST.    ANDREW    AIMS    TO 
BRING  OUT  THE  BEST 

By  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Darling. 

Camp  St.  Andrew,  Tocaloma,  Marin  Co., 
had  a  very  successful  season  under  the 
direction  of  the  Rev.  Geo.  Maxwell,  the 
Bishop's  Aid  for  Boys,  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  This  camp  is  co-operative  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word.  While  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Maxwell  is  always  and  at  all  times  the 
leader,  his  plan  is  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing out  of  the  children  themselves  all  that 
is  good  and  true.  And,  this  plan  is  the 
result  of  much  experience  and  long  study 
of  the  subject  of  recreation.  The  camp  was 
for  six  weeks,  three  for  boys,  and  three  for 
girls,  although  many  of  the  boys  remained 
for  the  entire  six  weeks.  The  attendance 
was  two  hundred;  there  being  ninety  boys 
and  forty  girls  in  residence. 

At  the  camp  was  a  theater,  in  which 
plays  were  produced  nearly  every  evening 
by  the  children  themselves.  When  a  play 
was  not  produced  there  were  other  forms  of 
ntertainment,  such  as  concerts,  dances,  or 
story  telling  aroung  the  big  St.  Andrew 
Camp  fire.  Many  beautiful  walks  were 
taken,  and  swimming  was  enjoyed,  under 
careful  supervision.  Hundreds  of  boys  and 
girls  have  learned  to  swim  at  this  camp. 

The  plan  for  self-government  is  espe- 
cially good.  Every  morning  the  town  board 
met  to  make  up  the  program  of  the  day. 
All  felt  that  they  had  a  part  in  the  very 
life  of  the  camp. 

A  true  religious  atmosphere  is  a  part  of 
this  work  that  is  not  confined  to  any  one 
religious  body,  but  stands  for  the  Church 
of  God  in  its  work  for  all.  However,  the 
fundamental  work  for  righteousness  must 
be  for  and  with  children.  This  camp  has 
done  much  to  develop  character  among  the 
children  of  this  section  of  the  country,  and 
for  many  that  are  now  far  away. 


"AID"  BOYS  PICK  BERRIES  AND 

ENJOY  CAMP  LIFE 

By  Geokge  C.  Turner. 
Supt.    Boys'    and    Girls'    Aid    Society. 

The  summer  camp  of  the  Boys'  and 
Girls'  Aid  Society  was  inaugurated  on  the 
first  of  June  with  ninety  boys  enrolled, 
which  number  was  gradually  increased  to 
114  in  July.  An  advance  party  had  put 
up  tents  and  built  the  camp,  so  that 
everything  was  in  readiness  when  we 
arrived  at  6  o'clock  that  evening. 

The  berries  were  early,  so  two  squads 
of  boys  of  about  twenty-five  each  went 
out  the  next  morning  to  commence  the 
picking,  while  the  remainder  devoted 
their  efforts  to  distributing  the  three 
large  loads  of  baggage  and  unpacking  the 
same. 

The  next  day  berry  picking  commenced 
in  earnest  and  we  were  kept  very  busy 
until  the  early  berries  were  off,  since 
which  time  the  work  has  not  been  so 
heavy,  as  the  Lawton  blackberries  were 
injured  by  a  snow  frost  on  May  7th. 

Early  in  June  the  boys  commenced  to 
train  for  the  field  day  on  July  4th,  on 
which  day  a  fine  program  of  races  and 
athletic  events  was  run  off.  The  day 
closed  with  literary  exercises  and  fire- 
works. 

Parties  of  from  fifteen  to  forty  boys 
have  been  taken  to  the  Russian  River  for 
boating  and  swimming.  In  many  respects 
this  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  camps 
in  the  recollection  of  the  writer,  covering 
a   period  of  twelve  years. 

We  are  now  in  the  third  month  of  the 
camping  season  and  expect  to  conclude 
our  work  this  month  and  return  to  San 
Francisco  early  in   September. 


TWO     VACATION     TRIPS     FOR 
COLUMBIA  PARK  BOYS 

The  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club  sent 
175  boys  to  its  summer  camps  in  addi- 
tion to  the  4  5  who  are  traveling  in  the 
East  with  Major  Sidney  S.  Peixotto.  One 
hundred  and  twenty  members  of  the  club 
camped  at  Carmel-by-the-Sea,  maintain- 
ing for  the  sixteenth  consecutive  year 
"The  State  of  Columbia,"  as  the  summer 
self-governed   camp   of  the  club  is  called. 

The  boys  did  all  their  own  work  in 
this  camp,  including  the  cooking,  and 
spent  their  time  swimming,  in  sports  and 
in  walks  to  Point  Lobos,  Pacific  Grove 
and  other  places  of  interest  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

The  camp  was  in  charge  of  Charles  F. 
Norton,  President;  John  Waters,  Secre- 
tary of  State;  Hirsch  Cowan,  Secretary 
of  the  Commissary;  Harold  Schmidt,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  and  Louis  Mueller, 
Secretary  of  Recreation. 

Fifty-five  members  of  the  club  walked 
from  Chinese  Camp  to  the  Yosemite  Val- 
ley, thence  to  Lake  Tahoe  and  Carson  City 
and  back  through  Sierra  County  to  Marys- 
ville,  a  total  distance  of  about  5  50  miles. 
The  boys  of  this  party  paid  the  entire 
expenses  of  the  trip  by  giving  entertain- 
ments in  the  towns  and  resorts  along  the 
way  and  were  able  in  addition  to  present 
$200  to  the  club's  treasury  as  the  net 
profits   of  their   undertaking. 

The  party  was  under  the  direction  of 
Eustace  M.  Peixotto,  assisted  by  Harvey 
Loy,  Secretary;  Arthur  Healy,  Commis- 
sary Director;  John  Gavin,  Transportation 
Director;  Edwin  Blum,  Property  Director, 
and    Elmer   E.    Brown,   Business   Manager. 
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AMATEUR     ATHLETICS 


EDITED    BY    RAY    DAUGHERTY 


GREAT  FORWARD  STEP  TAKEN 

IN  THE  HIGH  SCHOOLS 

The  beginning  of  the  public  school  year 
has  been  marked  by  the  introduction  into 
the  City  high  schools  of  a  more  compre- 
hensive system  of  physical  education  and 
control  of  athletics.  This  much-needed 
step  forward  has  been  taken  by  the  Board 
of  Education  upon  the  advice  of  E.  B. 
De  Groot,  head  of  the  Department  of 
Physical  Education,  Athletics,  Social  and 
Lecture  Centers.  The  board  created  for 
each  high  school  the  position  of  "Director 
of  Physical  Education  and  Athletics"  and 
made  the  following  appointments  to  the 
new   positions: 

Polytechnic  High  School— Mr.  Willis  O. 
Hunter  for  boys  and  Miss  Gertrude  .Brown  for 
girls. 

LoWell  High  School — Mr.  Courtney  Overin  for 
boys  and  Miss  Clara  Newhouse  for  girls. 

High  School  of  Commerce — Mr.  George  C. 
I. m  beer  for  boys  and  Miss  Nita  Sheffield  for 
girls. 

Mission  High  School — Mr.  Omar  F.  Bradway 
for  bovs  and  Miss  Nita  Sheffield  for  girls. 

Girls'   High  School — Mrs.   Laura  H.   Tharp. 

The  Directors  of  Physical  Education 
and  Athletics  are  members  of  the  facul- 
ties in  their  respective  schools.  Thus  the 
physical  and  athletic  interests  of  each 
school  will  be  under  the  direct  leadership 
and  control  of  a  faculty  member  of  that 
school.  This  will  mean  a  great  deal  in 
the  proper  development  of  the  great  mass 
of  students  along  physical  lines.  Greater 
attention  will  be  given  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  athletic  endeavor  among  the  rank 
and  file  than  has  been  attempted  hitherto. 
More  inter-class  activity  and  group  com- 
petition within  the  school  will  be  con- 
ducted. Instead  of  detracting  from  the 
interest  in  inter-school  events,  the  new 
order  of  things  will  doubtless  lead  to  a 
more  understanding  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  put  forth  by  representative  teams 
for  the  school. 

As  expressed  by  Mr.  De  Groot,  the  aims 
of  the  Department  of  Physical  Education 
and  Athletics  in  the  high  schools  are  two 
fold:  First,  the  development  of  organic 
vigor  through  muscular  exercises  and  the 
establishment  of  habits  which  lead  to  sys- 
tematic physical  exercise;  second,  the 
awakening  and  development  of  social 
ideals  and  good  conduct  through  the  ex- 
periences of  the  student,  supplemented  by 
the  interpretations  of  the  Director,  the 
Principal  and  members  of  the  faculty  who 
observe  students  in  their  play  expressions. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES 


Y.  M.  I.  and  C.  P.  B.   C.  Dual  Meet. 

A  dual  track  and  field  meet  has  been 
arranged  between  the  Young  Men's  Insti- 
tute Juniors  and  the  Columbia  Park  Boys' 
Club.  The  meet  will  be  held  at  Jackson 
Playground  in  September.  Competitors 
will  be  under  eighteen  years  of  age.  The 
following  events  will  comprise  the  pro- 
gram: 

70    lbs. — 50-yard    run,    75-yard    run. 

80  lbs. — 50-yard  run,  70-yard  run,  high  jump, 
relay  race. 

90  lbs. — 50-yard   run,   150-yard   run. 

100  lbs. — 50-yard  run,  150-yard  run,  high 
jump,  broad  jump,  relay  race. 

110  lbs. — 50-vard  run,   220-yard  run. 

120  lbs. — 50-yard  run,  220-yard  run,  8-lb.  shot 
put.  broad  jump,  relay  race. 

Unlimited  Weight — 50-yard  run,  100-yard  run, 
220-yard  run,  440-yard  run,  relay  race,  12-lb. 
shot  put,   high  jump  and  broad  jump. 

This  program  totals  up  to  twenty-eight 
events,  and  a  very  interesting  afternoon 
of  out-door  sport  is  anticipated. 


A  new  assignment  of  playground  di- 
rectors has  been  authorized  by  the  Play- 
ground Commission.  Mr.  E.  B.  DeGroot, 
Advisory  Superintendent  of  Playgrounds, 
has  announced  the  following  assignments: 

General   Supervisors. 

Girls'    Work — Miss   Hagen. 
Boys'   Work — Mr.    Daugherty. 

Playground    Directors. 

Southside — Mr.    Penaluna   and    Miss   Haynes. 

Jackson — Mr.    Tiedemann   and   Miss  Evans. 

Hamilton — Mr.   Richards  and  Miss  Ware. 

Excelsior — Mr.    Schantz   and  Miss  Harris. 

North   Beach — Mr.    Skelly  and   Miss  Leavy. 

Spring  Valley — Mr.  Mooney,  followed  by  Miss 
Ellis. 

Mission  Bath   and  Playground — Miss  Foley. 

Holly   Park — Mr.    Lundie. 

Richmond — Miss  Freese. 

Preeidio — Miss  Murthin. 

Substitutes — Miss  Popper,  Miss  Welch,  Miss 
Jones,  Mr.   Mooney. 

*  *       * 

The  Mayflower  Club  will  hold  another 
social  evening  and  dance  in  the  field- 
house  and  auditorium  at  Jackson  Play- 
ground on  August  19th.  These  dances 
are  looked  forward  to  by  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  neighborhood  and  invitations 
are    eagerly   sought. 

*  *      * 

Mr.  E.  J.  Richards,  Director  of  Hamil- 
ton Playground,  is  arranging  to  conduct 
inter-class  tournaments  between  the  6th, 
7th  and  8th  grade  boys  of  Hamilton 
School  in  playground  ball,  basketball,  ten- 
nis and  handball.  These  are  designated 
"noon-time  tournaments"  and  will  be  held 
during  the  noon  hour  on  the  playground. 
Twelve  teams  are  entered  in  the  play- 
ground ball  league  and  six  teams  in  the 
basketball  tournament.  As  soon  as  pos- 
sible, entrants  in  tennis  and  handball  com- 
petitions will  be  started  away. 

*  *      * 

The  Excelsior  Boys'  Club  is  again  in 
full  swing  after  the  summer  vacation,  and 
meets  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday  night, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Lees  Schantz. 
Boys  from  ten  to  fourteen  years  of  age 
are  eligible. 

The  Excelsior  Merchants'  Baseball  Team 
is  making  a  fine  season's  record.  It  has 
lost  only  one  of  the  last  fifteen  games 
played. 

*  *      * 

A  Saturday  Midget  League  is  displaying 
great  enthusiasm  in  playground  ball  at 
Hamilton  Playground.  Five  teams  are 
entered:  The  Post  Street  Midgets,  the 
Presidio  Midgets,  the  Jefferson  Midgets, 
the  Fillmore  Midgets  and  the  Hamilton 
Midgets. 


Amateur  Athletics  Showing  Growth. 

The  Pacific  Association  of  the  Amateur 
Athletic  Union  has  admitted  several  new 
members  during  the  summer  months, 
showing  the  growth  of  amateur  sport 
throughout  the  state.  These  are  as  fol- 
lows: Indoor  Yatch  Club,  Bay  Counties 
Ice  Hockey  Association,  The  Surf  Beach 
Swimming   Club    of   Alameda. 

The  applications  of  the  Riverside  Swim- 
ming Club  of  Sacramento  and  the  Idora 
Park  Swimming  Club  are  at  the  present 
time  on  file  and  these  organizations  will 
probably  be  admitted  at  the  next  meeting. 


BOYS'    CLUB    LEAGUE    ELECTS 

OFFICERS  FOR  YEAR 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Boys' 
Club  Athletic  League  held  its  annual 
meeting  on  Thursday,  August  10th.  The 
election  of  officers  for  the  new  year  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

President — S.   Wiley  Winsor. 

Vice  President — Joseph   H.    Nill. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Thomas    DeNike. 

Chairman  of  Rules  Committee — Charles  F. 
Norton. 

Chairman  of  Entertainment  Committee — P. 
J.  Prinz. 

The  following  commissioners  will  handle 
competition  in  their  respective  branches 
of   sport: 

Swimming — Thomas    Bunyan,    Olympic    Club. 

Basketball— Thomas  DeNike,  San  Francisco 
Boys'   Club. 

Gymnastics — Charles  F.  Norton,  Columbia 
Park  Boys'   Club. 

Baseball — Joseph  H.  Nill,  Young  Men's  In- 
stitute. 

Track  and  Field — Joseph  Bonapart,  Pacific 
Hebrew    Orphanage. 

The  League  adopted  the  following  dates 
for  holding  the  annual  meets  and  tourna- 
ments: 

Swimming   Meet — Second    Friday   in    October. 

Basketball  Tournament — Beginning  the  first 
week   in   November. 

Gymnasium  Tournament — Second  Friday  in 
February. 

Baseball  Tournament — Beginning  the  first 
week  in  March. 

Track  and  Field  Meet — Second  Saturday  in 
\p'il. 

vaudeville  Entertainment — Last  Friday  in 
October. 

The  League  enters  upon  the  new  season 
better  prepared  than  ever  before  to  handle 
the  athletic  interests  of  its  members  and 
an  increasing  spirit  of  co-operation  was 
evidenced   at  the   annual   meeting 


P.   S.   A.    L.   Fall   Season. 

The  Public  Schools  Athletic  League 
will  hold  its  first  meeting  of  the  winter 
season  on  August  29th,  at  which  time 
final  plans  for  the  year's  work  will  be 
adopted.  All  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Education  have  promised  to  be  pres- 
ent at  this  meeting  to  discuss  the  future 
with  the  directors  of  the  League.  For 
the  coming  year  the  Board  of  Education 
will  appoint  a  teacher  in  each  of  the  ele- 
mentary schools  having  grammar  grades 
to  take  charge  of  the  after-school  activ- 
ities for  boys.  It  is  hoped  by  this  system 
to  develop  these  activities  to  an  even 
greater  extent  to  the  end  that  more 
boys  may  be  interested  in  their  physical 
well-being. 

The  League  is  expecting  to  hold  a 
swimming  meet,  a  basketball  tournament 
and  two  field  days  during  the  coming 
term.  Arrangements  are  also  being  made 
for  soccer  football  practice  prior  to  a 
tournament,  which  will  be  held  in  Janu- 
ary and  February. 


Athletic  Commissioners  for  Saciaineiuo. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  revival 
of  athletic  interest  in  Sacramento  and  it 
is  probable  that  President  Dodd  of  the 
Pacific  Association  of  the  A.  A.  U.  will  soon 
appoint  athletic  commissioners  in  thai 
city.  Chairman  M.  E.  Andruss  and  Sec- 
retary William  E.  Brandt  of  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  made  a  visit  to  the 
Capital  City  recently  and  conferred  with 
the  various  persons  interested  iu  athletics. 
looking  toward   sucli   action. 
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BROAD  PLAN  FOR  THE  OPERATION  OF 

SCHOOL  SOCIAL  CENTERS  IS  ADOPTED 

By  E.  B.   DeGkoot, 
Director    of    the    Department    of    Physical    Education.    Athletics,    Social    and    Lecture    Centers. 


\ 


THE  question  of  how  best  to  organize 
and  administer  social  centers  in  pub- 
lic school  buildings  is  being  debated 
furiously  in  all  sections  of  the  United 
States.  There  are  those  who  maintain 
that '  boards  of  education  should  furnish 
every  item  of  support  and  administration. 
Others  maintain  that  the  people  them- 
selves should  furnish  and  manage  every- 
thing while  the  official  boards  merely  look 
on.  Fortunately  for  all  concerned,  there 
is  very  little  controversy  in  our  commun- 
ity concerning  methods  of  procedure.  We 
may  feel  very  happy  and  grateful  that  our 
Board  of  Education  has  taken  such  a 
broad  and  catholic  view  of  the  matter,  as 
evidenced  by  the  accompanying  set  of 
rules  for  the  operation  of  social  centers. 
In  effect,  these  rules  mean  that  every 
social  center  is  to  be  a  co-operative  enter- 
prise between  the  neighborhood  folk  and 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  that  the 
Board  of  Education  will  shirk  neither  its 
official  responsibility  nor  its  social  oppor- 
tunity. Under  the  code  outlined  by  the 
Board  of  Education,  three  types  of  neigh- 
borhood centers  are  recognized — the  so- 
cial center,  the  lecture  center,  and  the 
music  center.  In  the  establishment  of 
these  centers,  the  way  is  left  open  for  the 
neighborhood  folk  or  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation to  take  the  initiative.  The  rules 
as  a  whole,  represent  an  effort  to  provide 
for  a  work  of  expansion  without  an  in- 
crease of  funds.  School  needs  in  San 
Francisco  of  every  character  are  so  great 
that  only  a  comparatively  small  sum  of 
money  may  be  appropriated  for  "extra- 
school"   work. 

Last  season  five  centers  were  in  oper- 
ation throughout  the  school  year.  This 
year  we  should  be  able  to  double  that 
number  of  centers.  One  great  obstacle 
is  that  the  facilities  found  in  our  ele- 
mentary schools  do  not  lend  themselves 
readily  to  many  forms  of  social  center 
expression.  Particularly  is  this  true  with 
reference  to  the  needs  of  adolescent  boys 
who  seek  recreation  of  an  active  char- 
acter. It  is  impossible  to  remedy  this 
shortcoming  in  the  present  buildings.  But 
with  the  facilities  and  resources  at  hand, 
we  may  go  forward  with  the  development 
of  more  of  neighiorliness — the  essence  of 
social    center    philosophy. 

Following  are  the  rules  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  operation  of  Neighborhood 
Centers  in  the  public  school  buildings  of 
San  Francisco  as  adopted  by  the  Board  of 
Education: 

The  Board  of  Education  will  grant  and 
promote,  through  its  Department  of  Phy- 
sical Education,  Athletics,  Social  and  Lec- 
ture Centers,  the  use  of  school  buildings 
for  evening  neighborhood  centers  of  the 
following  character: 

A — Social  Centers — for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  neighborhood  rallies,  enter- 
tainments, clubs,  etc.,  for  any  moral  pur- 
pose, except  political  or  religious  propa- 
ganda. 

B — Lecture  Centers — for  the  purpose  of 
conducting     lectures,     discussions     or     de- 


bates upon  any  subject  free  from  political 
cr  religious  propaganda. 

C — Music  Centers — for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  neighborhood  choruses  or  other 
musical  interests  of  the  people. 

Note:  The  term  "Social  Center"  is 
here  used  to  denote  an  inclusive  neigh- 
borhood center.  The  social  center  may, 
therefore,  include  both  lecture  and  music 
centers,  as  well  as  many  other  interests 
and  activities. 

By  "political  or  religious  propaganda" 
is  not  meant  broad  and  liberal  treatment 
of  the  civic  and  ethical  questions  of  the 
day.  The  bar  is  against  partisan  or  fac- 
tional politics  and  the  promotion,  crit- 
icism or  giving  offense  to  any  religious 
faith   or   organization. 

When  neighborhood  centers  are  estab- 
lished, the  Board  of  Education  will  pro- 
vide  the  following  for  each  center: 

One  employee  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion to  serve  as  leader,  promoter  and 
manager  of  the  center. 

Necessary   janitorial    service. 

Light   and  heat. 

A  certain  amount  of  equipment,  re- 
pairs and  supplies  required  for  given 
activities. 

Motion  picture  service  in  social  centers 
once  each  month. 

Stereopticon  and  operator  in  lecture 
centers. 

Piano   in   music   centers. 

All  other  items  of  expense  in  the  oper- 
ation of  a  neighborhood  center  must  be 
met  by  the   patrons  of  the  center. 

Club  dues  and  admission  fees  may  be 
collected  and  expended  under  the  follow- 
ing  rules: 

1.  Each  club  or  unit  group  in  the 
center  must  select  a  chairman  or  presi- 
dent and  a  secretary-treasurer,  who  will 
be  responsible  not  only  to  the  group  they 
represent,  but  equally  responsible  to  the 
manager   of   the    center. 

2.  Dues  or  admission  fees  collected  by 
any  club  or  unit  group  of  the  center 
must  be  immediately  deposited  with  the 
manager  of  the  center.  Deposit  and  re- 
ceipt books  must  be  used  to  insure  ac- 
curacy and  clear  records  involving  all  col- 
lections,  deposits  and   disbursements. 

3.  The  sale  of  tickets  for  any  enter- 
tainment must  be  conducted  only  at  the 
entrance  door  at  the  time  of  the  enter- 
tainment. Outside  sale  or  huckstering  of 
tickets   will  not  be   permitted. 

4.  All  money  derived  from  club  dues 
or  entertainments  must  be  invested  in  the 
further  equipment  or  operation  of  the 
center. 

5.  Admission  fees  to  any  form  of  enter- 
tainment must  not  be  greater  than  25 
cents  per  person. 

General  Rules. 

The  regular  closing  time  for  evening 
centers  shall  not  be  later  than  10  o'clock. 
The  extended  time  for  special  functions 
shall  not  be  later  than  11  o'clock. 

Children  shall  not  be  admitted  to  even- 
ing centers  unless  accompanied  by  adults. 

The  activities  of  the  evening  centers 
(Continued   on   Page   3) 


FORM  NEW  ATHLETIC  BODY  IN 
ALAMEDA  COUNTY 

Broad  Scope  Is  Given  League. 

By  Herbert  Hacser, 
Secretary   Pacific   Association,   A.    A.    U. 

Alameda  County  has  launched  one  of 
the  most  comprehensive  plans  for  a  munic- 
ipal amateur  athletic  association  ever 
started  in  the  United  States. 

A  short  time  ago  the  city  authorities  of 
Oakland  sent  for  the  writer  and  asked  his 
advice  and  co-operation  in  making  the 
Oakland  municipal  auditorium  an  athletic 
center.  Encouraged  by  the  wonderful 
spectacle  given  by  the  amateur  athletes  of 
the  Oakland  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  its  benefit  for 
the  well-known  "Gold"  basketball  team 
and  by  the  success  of  the  Alameda  County 
High  Schools  basketball  tournament,  both 
of  which  drew  large  crowds  to  the  audi- 
torium, the  management  of  the  large 
structure  decided  to  put  on  an  interesting 
series  of  events  during  the  approaching 
season. 

A  few  days  ago  a  meeting  was  held 
with  Louis  Aber  of  the  Oakland  Board  of 
Education  and  Jay  B.  Nash  as  temporary 
president  and  secretary.  A  committee  on 
constitution  and  by-laws  consisting  of 
Herbert  Hauser  (chairman),  Geo.  W. 
Dickie,  O.  F.  Snedigar,  Frank  Boek,  W.  L. 
Seawright,  Otto  Rittler,  Jay  B.  Nash  and 
r'ecil  Martin  were  appointed  to  prepare  for 
the  activities  of  the  organization. 

The  first  event  scheduled  will  be  an 
Alameda  County  Public  Schools  Athletic 
meet  at  the  Auditorium,  on  Friday  even- 
ing, November  10.  The  entry  list  of  this 
event  will  undoubtedly  exceed  that  of  any 
track  meet  ever  held  in  the  West,  as  over 
sixty  grammar  schools  will  enter  teams. 
Events  will  be  conducted  on  the  weight 
system,  with  strict  scholarship  and  de- 
portment rules.  The  weight  system  to  be 
adopted  will  be  somewhat  different  from 
that  in  use  in  the  local  schools,  as  every 
effort  will  be  used  to  prevent  the  boys 
from  reducing  their  weight. 

This  event  will  be  followed  by  an  Ala- 
meda County  High  School  indoor  meet  on 
December  1.  The  organization  also  plans  to 
put  on  the  P.  A.  A.  Indoor  Championship 
in  March  and  may  also  bring  out  a  few 
National  Championship  Indoor  events. 
Various  basketball  tournaments  will  also 
be  held. 

The  new  organization  has  adopted  as 
its  name:  The  Amateur  Athletic  Associa- 
tion of  Alameda  County.  It  will  imme- 
diately join  the  P.  A.  A.  The  board  of 
managers  will  number  many  of  Alameda 
County's  most  prominent  business  men 
and  educators.  It  will  conduct  many 
municipal  athletic  meets  of  every  kind 
and  description.  Already  its  governing 
board  has  dreams  of  a  fine  municipal  ath- 
letic club  house  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Merritt  and  a  most  beautiful  natural 
stadium  nestled  in  Trestle  Glen,  which 
would  have  a  seating  capacity  beyond  one's 
greatest  imagination.  Alameda  county 
from  now  on  will  be  on  the  athletic  map 
to  stay  and  many  wonderful  surprises  will 
be  sprung  upon  the  amateur  athletic 
world. 


The  Recreation  League  needs  a  larger 
membership.  Do  all  of  your  friends  be- 
long?    Help  us  to  see  that  they  do. 
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CHIEF  OF  POLICE  WHITE  made  some 
excellent  points  in  his  talk  at  the 
Recreation  League  luncheon  the  other 
day.  There  has  been  unquestionably  too 
much  of  a  disposition  to  regard  the  police 
as  a  mere  negative,  repressive  force,  repre- 
senting the  "thou  shalt  not"  of  society. 
It  is  cheering  to  feel  that  police  officers 
are  beginning  to  fall  into  line  with  other 
constructive  movements  and  to  wish  to  be 
helpful  as  well  as  prohibitive. 

Taking  this  point  of  view  the  policeman 
becomes  a  public  adviser  more  than  a  pub- 
lic arrester.  The  old  system  was  to  judge 
an  officer's  efficiency  by  the  number  of 
persons  he  jailed  each  month.  It  is  not  a 
far  cry  to  say  that  soon  the  policeman  who 
cannot  keep  his  beat  in  order  without 
many  arrests  will  be  regarded  as  the  in- 
efficient one.  In  other  words,  it  is  the 
policeman's  business  to  keep  people  out 
of  jail  by  keeping  them  out  of  trouble  as 
much  as  it  is  to  put  them  there  when 
they  get  into  mischief.  This  new  role  of 
the  policeman  may  have  a  something  of 
the  Utopian  in  it,  but  it  is  interesting  to  see 
the  policeman  himself  coming  around  to 
this  sort  of  an  ideal. 

Nowhere  is  the  helpful  spirit  of  the  law 
officer  of  greater  worth  than  in  his  relation 
to  children  and  children's  play.  It  is  per- 
haps too  much  to  think  of  policemen  as 
children's  "play  leaders,"  but  when  they 
get  a  little  more  of  the  spirit  of  the  mod- 
ern playground,  life  is  apt  to  be  easier, 
both  for  them  and  the  small  boy. 

THE  suggestion  made  by  President 
George  E.  Gallagher  of  the  Board  of 
Education  at  the  last  luncheon  of  the 
Public  Schools  Athletic  League  that  this 
body  enlarge  its  activities  to  include  older 
people  and  become  a  Municipal  or  Public 
Athletic  League  was  well  timed  and 
fraught  with  great  possibilities.  The 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Public  Schools 
Athletic  League  consists  of  thirty-three 
men  of  prominence  in  the  athletic  and 
business  world.  Starting  in  eight  years 
ago  they  introduced  athletics  into  the  pub- 
lis  schools  and,  in  the  face  of  what  was  at 
times  serious  opposition,  have  maintained 


them  there.  Today  the  work  established 
by  this  League  has  become  a  well  recog- 
nized part  of  regular  school  activities. 
Since  the  Board  of  Education  has  taken 
over  the  athletics  and  placed  them  on  a* 
regular  footing  the  function  of  the  League 
itself  is  little  more  than  to  act  as  an  ad- 
visory bedy.  In  other  words,  these  men 
have  done  their  job  so  well  that  they  have 
well  nigh  put  themselves  out  of  a  job. 
The  suggestion  that  they  seek  to  do  in 
other  fields  what  they  have  done  for  the 
public  schools  is  a  good  one. 

Much  has  been  done  by  such  Municipal 
Leagues  in  Baltimore,  St.  Louis  and  other 
cities.  Their  work  has  been  to  organize 
and  make  constructive  the  athletics  of 
the  boy  from  sixteen  years  upwards,  whose 
sport  for  want  of  proper  organization  fre- 
quently becomes  demoralized  and  profes- 
sionalized. There  is  a  great  field  for  such 
an  organization  in  San  Francisco. 


League's  Former  Secretary  Busy. 

James  Edward  Rogers,  former  Secretary 
of  the  Recreation  League  and  now  Field  Sec- 
retary of  the  Playground  and  Recreation  As- 
sociation of  America,  has  been  busy  since 
his  departure  making  studies  for  the  cities 
of  Peoria,  Joliet,  and  Galesburg,  Illinois,  the 
one  on  Peoria  having  recently  been  re- 
ceived at  the  League's  office.  This  report 
has  been  printed  both  by  the  Child  Wel- 
fare League  of  Peoria  and  the  Peoria  Asso- 
ciation of  Commerce.  The  opening  sen- 
tences of  the  report,  however,  are  charac- 
teristic of  Mr.  Rogers'  work.  He  says 
"The  real  job  is  to  translate  this  report 
into  facts.  Peoria  should  do  something 
about  it." 

Mr.  Rogers  intends  to  stay  with  the  job 
until  Peoria  has  "done  something  about 
it"  and  those  who  know  his  work  here  will 
have  confidence  in  his  ability  to  get  some- 
thing done.  The  plan  recommended  the 
establishment  of  a  Recreation  Commission 
with  a  special  recreation  tax.  This  Com- 
mission is  to  undertake  the  supervision  of 
park  and  school  playgrounds. 

Incidental  to  his  other  work,  Mr. 
Rogers  made  a  trip  to  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin, 
and  was  instrumental  in  putting  through 
a  $12,000  budget  for  a  recreation  depart- 
ment. The  coming  year  will  be  the  first 
that  Oshkosh  will  operate  playgrounds  all 
the   year    round. 


AUGUST  MEETINGS. 

Aug.  18  Community   Singing  Committee 

"     18  San  Francisco  Athletic  League 

"     23  Pacific  Amateur  Association  Reg.   Com. 

"     23  South    End    Rowin"   Club 

"     24  Executive  Com.  Rec.  League 

"     27  Pacific  Amateur  Association  Reg.  Com. 

"     28  Drama  League   Board   of  Directors 

"     30  Second     District     Chairmen     California 
Mothers'   Conference. 


Union  Iron  Works  Outing. 

The  First  Annual  Outing  and  Athletic 
Carnival  for  the  employees  (and  their 
families)  of  the  Union  Iron  Works  Com- 
pany was  held  at  Paradise  Park  on  Sun- 
day, August  27th,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  band,  baseball  and  football  teams. 

Under  the  efficient  management  of  the 
committee  headed  by  Mr.  Thos.  Woods, 
an  interesting  variety  of  sports  was  con- 
ducted, including  a  tug-of-war,  sprints, 
novelty  races,  relay  races  and  a  football 
dribbling  race.  During  the  afternoon  a 
concert  was  rendered  by  the  band  and  the 
large  crowd  ended  the  day's  outing  with 
open-air  dancing. 


Offer  Soccer  Field. 

The  Union  Iron  Works  Athletic  Club 
has  offered  the  use  of  the  Ocean  Shore 
grounds  at  Twelfth  and  Mission  streets  to 
the  Public  Schools  Athletic  League  for 
Soccer  football  matches  on  Saturday. 


CHIEF  OF  POLICE  SPEAKER  AT 
LEAGUE  LUNCHEON 

The    Policeman    as    a    Friend. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Council  of 
the  Recreation  League  was  held  at  the 
luncheon  in  the  Palace  Hotel  at  12:15  p. 
m.,  on  Thursday,  September  7,  1916,  with 
President  Lilienthal  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  in  his  monthly  report 
commented  particularly  upon  the  splen- 
did work  that  had  been  done  by  the  Boys' 
Section,  the  Girls'  Section  and  the  Com- 
munity Singing  Committee.  He  spoke  of 
the  close  co-operation  that  existed  between 
the  League  and  the  San  Francisco  Con- 
gress of  Mothers  and  mentioned  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  the  representatives  of 
this  organization  were  present  and  'that 
practically  every  Mothers'  Club  now  had  a 
special  chairman  on  recreation. 

The  Secretary  mentioned  that  the 
League  was  once  again  the  headquarters 
of  the  Columbus  Day  Committee  and  re- 
ferred to  the  fact  that  the  League  origi- 
nated the  aquatic  celebration  for  this  day. 
Attention  was  also  called  to  the  progress 
made  in  public  recreation  under  the  juris- 
diction both  of  the  Playground  Commis- 
sion and  the   School   Board. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Common- 
wealth Club  requesting  the  Recreation 
League  to  send  a  communication  to 
Mayor  Rolph  asking  that  he  appoint  a 
City  Planning  Commission.  It  was  moved, 
seconded  and  carried  that  such  a  letter 
be  sent. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Richardson,  Chairman  of  the 
Boys'  Section,  spoke  of  the  Section's  plans 
for  a  list  of  men  who  would  devote  time 
to  speaking  upon  hobbies  in  which  they 
might  be  interested  to  different  boys'  or- 
ganizations; the  compilation  of  a  list  of 
places  to  which  boys  might  hike  and  of 
the  plans  that  were  being  made  for  a 
big  rally  of  all  the  Boys'  Organizations 
of  the  city. 

Mr.  Redfern  Mason,  Chairman  of  the 
Music  Section,  told  of  the  progress  of  the 
Committee  on  Community  Singing;  the 
development  of  the  idea  that  everyone 
had  a  voice  and  could  sing;  that  classes 
had  already  been  established  at  the  Em- 
porium under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Jo- 
hannes Raith  and  at  the  Girls'  Club  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  George  McManus; 
that  groups  would  be  gathered  in  the 
North  Beach,  the  Western  Addition,  Sun- 
set, Mission  and  Potrero  Districts  in  the 
near  future.  He  stated  that  the  Board 
of  Education  had  granted  the  free  use  of 
school  buildings  wherever  they  might  be 
needed  as  meeting  places  for  these  classes 
and  that  musicians  were  generously  offer- 
ing to  lead  classes  even  at  a  personal 
sacrifice. 

The  principal  speaker  of  the  day  was 
Chief  of  Police  D.  A.  White.  The  Chief 
pointed  out  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
trouble-  between  children  and  policemen 
and  suggested  that  the  best  way  to  rem- 
edy much  of  this  would  be  for  mothers 
not  to  constantly  use  the  policeman  as  a 
"bogey";  that  children  should  be  taught 
to  love  rather  than  fear  the  policeman. 
He.  spoke  of  his  offer  some  years  ago  to 
have  policemen  visit  the  schools  and  talk 
to  the  children  in  a  friendly  way.  He 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  great  lack  of  places  for  children  to  play 
and  that  the  police  department  was  in 
constant  receipt  of  complaints  from  people 
about  damage  being  done  to  property  he- 
cause  of  this  fact.  For  these  complaints 
the  children  were  not  really  responsible. 
That  responsibility  rested  upon  all  of  us, 
who,  as  a  community,  were  not  giving 
proper  play  opportunities  to  the  children. 
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DIRECTED  ACTIVITIES  FOR  SAN 
FRANCISCO  PLAYGROUNDS 

New  Scheme  Is  Launched. 

By  Ray  Daugherty, 

Supervisor  of  Boys'    Work,   San  Francisco 
Playgrounds. 

The  San  Francisco  Playground  Commis- 
sion has  approved  a  Plan  of  Directed  Ac- 
tivities for  Municipal  Playgrounds  which 
has  been  formulated  by  Mr.  E.  B.  De 
Groot,  Advisory  Superintendent  of  the 
Board. 

The  plan  provides  for  a  curriculum  of 
sports,  games  and  athletic  activities  which 
by  its  comprehensiveness  of  scope  and 
richness  of  material  will  without  doubt  es- 
tablish San  Francisco  as  a  leader  in  munic- 
ipal efforts  to  insure  children  a  proper 
physical  and  social  development  through 
play. 

In  the  words  of  Mr.  De  Groot,  "No  one 
has  yet  discovered  much,  if  any,  inherent 
virtue  in  the  modern  public  playground. 
Left  without  a  definite  plan  of  operation 
and  supervision,  it  becomes  either  a  nega- 
tive enterprise  or  an  anti-social  force  in 
the  community.  Every  American  city  that 
has  ventured  into  the  field  of  public 
recreation  testifies  to  that  conclusion. 

"The  only  public  playground  that  counts 
is  one  where  the  patrons  come  into  close 
and  frequent  contact  with  a  strong,  guid- 
ing personality  and  where  the  program  of 
operation  guarantees  to  children  a  normal 
physical  and  social  development  through 
play. 

"Children  are  not  appealing  to  the  mu- 
nicipality for  a  mere  chance  or  a  place  to 
play  (witness  the  great  number  of  chil- 
dren who,  by  their  own  choice,  are  not  in 
the  'playground,'  but  upon  the  street),  but 
their  bodies,  habits,  manners  and  language 
cry  out  loud  for  better  play  direction  and 
a  better  play  environment.  Every  play- 
ground, therefore,  should  present: 

"First:  A  scheme  of  directed  activities 
of  sufficient  scope  and  richness  to  lure  and 
hold  children  to  the  playground. 

"Second:  A  choice  of  activities  cal- 
culated to  make  a  definite  contribution  to 
the  physical  and  social  development  of 
those  who  participate  in  them. 

"Third:  A  plan  of  supervision  that 
brings  the  play  director  regularly  and 
systematically  into  close  contact  with  all 
who  patronize  the  playground." 

In  order  to  secure  results  in  accordance 
with  these  principles,  the  Playground 
Directors  will  pursue  a  daily  schedule  of 
work  covering  every  day  in  the  week.  For 
both  the  Girls'  and  Boys'  Divisions  ap- 
paratus play,  team  games  of  great  variety, 
the  most  approved  track  and  field  sports, 
and  many  games  of  a  miscellaneous  active 
character  will  be  conducted.  For  the  girls, 
in  addition  to  these  varied  activities,  sing- 
ing games  will  be  promoted  and  folk  danc- 
ing classes  will  be  organized. 

In  the  Department  of  Apparatus  Play, 
proper  use  of  every  piece  of  apparatus 
upon  the  playground  will  be  taught.  Exer- 
cises tending  to  develop  skill,  strength, 
courage  and  co-ordination  will  be  given 
the  children. 

In  the  department  of  Team  Games,  it  is 
planned  to  organize  permanent  teams  in 
baseball,  basketball,  playground  ball,  vol- 
ley ball,  soccer  football,  field  hockey  and 
other  traditional  games.  Children  will  be 
trained  to  act  as  captains  of  teams,  offi- 
cials at  games,  and  as  players,  to  show 
good  sportsmanship. 

The  Department  of  Track  and  Field 
Sports  will  educate  the  children  in  the 
proper  methods  of  running  and  jumping. 
The  various  events  will  be  conducted  under 
hygienic  safeguards,  and  the  laws  and 
rules  of  athletics  taught  and  interpreted. 


Miscellaneous  active  games  will  be  em- 
ployed to  develop  the  "spirit  of  play,"  af- 
ford an  opportunity  of  self-expression  and 
give  real  recreation.  For  the  younger 
children  singing  games  should  furnish  un- 
limited fun.  Two  days  of  each  week  will  be 
devoted  by  the  Directors  to  various  play 
interests  which  they  find  will  best  attract 
and  develop  the  girls  and  boys  in  their 
charge. 

A  representative  list  of  folk  dances  has 
been  selected  from  among  those  tradi- 
tionally in  use  among  the  American,  Bo- 
hemian, Danish,  English,  Russian,  Scotch, 
Irish,  German,  Hungarian,  Italian  and 
Swedish  peoples.  After  these  are  learned, 
they  will  be  used  as  a  means  of  enjoyment 
by  the  children. 

For  the  purpose  of  amplifying  this 
schedule  and  of  perfecting  themselves  in 
carrying  out  its  many  details,  regular 
meetings  of  the  Playgrounds  Directors  will 
be  held  by  Mr.  De  Groot,  at  which  the 
theory  and  practice  of  play  will  be  taught. 
For  the  further  success  of  their  work,  a 
list  of  books  is  furnished,  dealing  first 
with  the  technical  and  practical  aspects  of 
play,  and  second,  with  its  theoretical  and 
philosophical  bases. 

The  new  plan,  with  its  promise  of 
greater  development  of  our  girls  and  boys 
in  every  way  and  of  a  richer  and  fuller 
playground  life,  is  meeting  with  the  en- 
thusiastic appreciation  of  workers  and 
children  alike. 


ANOTHER  AQUATIC  CARNIVAL 
FOR  COLUMBUS  DAY 

The  idea  of  an  aquatic  celebration  first 
developed  by  the  Recreation  League  in 
the  "Aquatic  Day"  of  1912  will  be  fol- 
lowed again  by  the  Official  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  Mayor  Rolph  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  Columbus  Day,  1916. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  anniversary 
of  the  discovery  of  America  falls  on  a 
Thursday  this  year  and  that  the  day,  while 
a  legal  holiday,  is  not  one  of  general  sus- 
pension of  business,  the  Committee  has  de- 
cided to  hold  the  Aquatic  features  of  the 
celebration  in  Black  Point  Cove,  the  site 
of  the  proposed  Aquatic  Park,  on  Sunday, 
October  15th. 

In  order  that  the  day  itself,  October 
12th,  shall  not  go  by  unnoticed,  plans  are 
being  made  for  literary  exercises  and  a 
pageant  depicting  scenes  from  the  life  of 
Columbus  to  be  held  on  that  date.  The 
latter  feature  will  be  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton,  the  Chairman  of 
the  League's  Drama-Pageant  Section. 

The  Committee,  which  consists  of  about 
60  persons  prominent  in  the  city's  life,  has 
chosen  the  following  officers:  President, 
Supervisor  Charles  A.  Nelson;  First  Vice- 
President,  John  J.  O'Toole;  Second  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton-;  Secre- 
tary, Eustace  M.  Peixotto;  Treasurer, 
Thomas  F.  Boyle;  Director-General,  J.  E. 
Scully. 

The  Committee  is  using  the  offices  of 
the  Recreation  League  as  its  official  head- 
quarters. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  follow- 
ing memberships  for  August,  1916: 


Jesse  W.  Lilienthal 
Rolla  V.   Watt 
Mrs.' Alfred  Ehrman 
M.   S.   Nickelsburg 
Mrs.    S.   W.   Ehrman 
Garret  W.   McEnerney 
Mrs.  Henrv  Payot 
Dr.  G.  H.  Richardson 
Mrs.  Sidney  M.  Ehrman 
Gustave  Bremer 
Mrs.    Leon   Guggen- 
heimer 


Mrs.  J.  S.  Silverberg 
Mrs.   P.  H.   Beaver 
James  Newlands.  Jr. 
Elsie  Bowman 
Mr.   Ludwig  Arnstein 
Mrs.   Jessie  D.   Nahl 
Chas.  De  Y.  Elkus 
Mrs.   M.   Koshland 
People's  Place 
Madame  E.   To.ietti 
Exposition   Golden   Gate 
Valley   Imp.   Assn. 


THREE      IMPORTANT      WORKS 
ARE  OUTLINED  TO  HELP  BOYS 

Big  Demonstration   To  Be  Held. 

The  Boys'  Section  of  the  Recreation 
League,  of  which  Dr.  George  H.  Richardson 
is  now  Chairman,  has  undertaken  three 
important  new  lines  of  work  for  the  com- 
ing winter.  Following  the  first  meeting 
of  the  year,  a  luncheon  at  Hale's  Pom- 
peian  Court,  at  which  Dr.  Richardson  spoke 
on  "The  Need  of  Men  in  Boys'  Work  and 
How  to  Get  Them,"  the  Section  decided  to 
compile  a  list  of  persons  who  have  par- 
ticular hobbies  of  interest  to  boys  on  which 
they  would  speak.  It  is  planned  to  make 
this  list  available  to  all  the  boys'  organ- 
izations of  San  Francisco  to  assist  them  in 
their  work. 

The  second  piece  of  work  will  be  the 
compilation  of  a  list  of  hiking  places  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  San  Francisco 
to  which  all-day  or  week-end  "hikes"  can 
conveniently  be  made  with  proper  data  re- 
garding each,  including  manner  of  reach- 
ing, fare,  facilities  afforded  for  camping, 
etc. 

The  third  and  perhaps  most  important 
of  all  was  the  outcome  of  a  suggestion  by 
Rabbi  Martin  A.  Meyer  that  the  Section 
undertake  a  great  demonstration  of  Boys' 
work  to  be  participated  in  by  all  the  Boys' 
organizations  of  the  city,  public  and  pri- 
vate, to  show  what  is  being  done  for  boys 
and  what  it  means.  It  is  hoped  by  this 
demonstration  to  interest  more  people  in 
boys'  work  generally  and  make  possible  its 
wider  spread.  The  members  of  the  Section 
feel  that  boys'  work  in  San  Francisco  is  on 
a  very  high  plane  as  far  as  it  goes,  but 
that  it  does  not  as  yet  reach  enough  boys. 
To  enable  it  to  do  so,  greater  public 
backing,  moral  and  financial,  is  required 
and  it  is  the  hope  of  the  Section  that  this 
demonstration  will  be  a  means  of  enlisting 
this  support. 

Chairman  Richardson  has  appointed  the 
following  committees  to  handle  the  three 
pieces  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Section: 

Hiking  list — W.  S.  Wollner  (chairman), 
Rev.  George  Maxwell,  Rev.  G.  B.  Wright. 

Volunteer  workers'  lists — Raymond  O. 
Hanson  (chairman),  Rev.  Paul  Smith,  Eu- 
gene J.  Richards. 

Boys'  work  demonstration — E.  B.  De 
Groot  (chairman),  Rabbi  Martin  A.  Meyer, 
S.  Wiley  Winsor. 


League's    Secretary    to    Si>eak. 

On  invitation  of  Mrs.  M.  H.  Davis,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Exposition  Golden  Gate  Val- 
ley Improvement  Association,  the  League's 
Secretary  on  Tuesday  evening,  September 
19th,  1916,  at  8  p.  m.,  will  give  a  talk 
on  "Fun  and  Efficiency"  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  above  association  at  Steimke 
Hall. 


PLAN  FOR  SOCIAL  CENTERS. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
must   be   confined    to   those   parts   and    fa- 
cilities   of    the    building    that    have    been 
assigned   for  evening  center  use. 

Smoking  in  or  about  the  building  will 
not  be  permitted.  Spitting  upon  floors 
and  other  offensive  acts  will  not  be  toler- 
ated. Patrons  of  evening  centers  must 
be  thoughtful  of  the  rights  and  safe- 
guards of  children  to  whom  must  be 
guaranteed  a  sanitary,  orderly  and  well- 
kept   school   plant. 

There  must  be  strict  adherence  to  all 
regulations  imposed  from  time  to  time  by 
the  manager  of  the  center.  The  manager 
will  exercise  advisory  control  and  ulti- 
mate authority  in  all  matters  of  oper- 
ation. 
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AMATEUR     ATHLETICS 


EDITED    BY    RAY    DAUGHERTY 


NEVER  before,  as  far  as  our  knowledge 
extends,  lias  the  history  of  athletics 
shown  so  great  a  development  as  at 
the  present  time.  Now  as  never  before 
have  sports  and  recreational  activities 
been  developed  along  organized  lines. 
Each  individual  line  of  activity  boasts  of 
exact  rules  and  precedents,  of  organized 
bodies  in  control.  From  the  most  in- 
formal games  and  athletic  meets  to  those 
entailing  the  greatest  degree  of  prepara- 
tion and  technical  skill,  the  key-note  of 
organization  is  struck  with  no  uncertain 
touch.  Many  campaigns  have  molded  the 
popular  mob  of  followers  of  sports  into  a 
« ill-trained  and  disciplined  athletic  army, 
whose  name  is  legion. 

Hand  in  hand  with  this  remarkable  pro- 
gressive development  in  athletics  has 
moved  the  spirit  of  municipal  organiza- 
tion. From  the  old  town  meeting  the 
long  journey  has  been  made  to  our  pres- 
ent intricate  system  of  civic  machinery. 
Local   government   has  become  a  fine  art. 

We  are  now  in  process  of  making  what 
seem  to  be  final  steps  to  a  goal  but  lately 
revealed  to  our  sight — the  conjunction  of 
these  two  modern  developments  into  one, 
with  great  advantage  to  both.  On  the 
one  side  stand  the  many  private  agencies 
in  control  of  sports  and  athletics;  on  the 
other,  the  trained  public  servants  with  all 
the  resources  of  the  municipality  at  their 
command.  Nothing  could  be  more  benefi- 
cial than  the  union  of  two  such  forces. 

In  several  eastern  cities,  notably  St. 
Louis,  municipal  control  of  athletics  has 
worked  wonders  in  stimulating  the  love 
of  out-door  sports  among  the  people  and 
has  brought  to  the  playgrounds  and  parks 
thousands  to  whom  any  activity  out-of- 
doors  was  a  closed  book.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Public  Schools  Athletic 
League  of  San  Francisco  at  which  all  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Education  were 
present,  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Gallagher,  President 
of  the  Board,  proposed  that  the  League 
enlarge  the  scope  of  its  efforts  to  cover 
the  entire  range  of  athletic  endeavor,  in- 
cluding every  athletic  body  of  the  city; 
and  not  only  this,  but  that  it  should  de- 
velop new  athletic  organizations  among 
municipal  employees,  private,  social  and 
fraternal  bodies  and  in  every  way  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  athletics  among  the 
people. 

A  similar  movement  is  under  way  in 
Oakland,  where  the  Amateur  Athletic 
Association  of  Alameda  County  is  now 
being    organized. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope 
that  in  the  future  the  banner  of  San 
Francisco  will  be  lifted  high  among  those 
of  other  American  cities  on  the  bloodless 
fields  of  athletic  battles. 


B.  C.  A.  L.  Swimming  Meet. 

The  annual  swimming  meet  of  the  Boys' 
Club  Athletic  League  will  take  place  Fri- 
day night,  October  13,  in  the  tank  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  The 
League  officials  have  arranged  a  program 
comprising  38  events  in  four  different 
classes  as  follows: 

90-pound  class — 20-yard  dash;  50-yard 
dash;  fancy  dives,  consisting  of  one  front 
dive,  one  back  dive  and  one  voluntary 
dive;  relay  race   (4-boy  team). 

105-pound  class — 20-yard  dash;  50-yard 
dash;  50-yard  dash  (breast  stroke); 
fancy  dives  (same  as  90-pounds) ;  relay 
race  (4-boy  team). 


125-pound  class — 20-yard  dash;  50-yard, 
dash;    100-yard  dash;    50-yard  dash   (back 
stroke);    plunge  for  distance;    fancy  dives 
(same  as  90  pounds  except  two  voluntary 
dives);  relay  race  (4-boy  team). 

Unlimited  class — 20-yard  dash;  100- 
yard  dash;  220  yard  swim;  50-yard  dash 
(back  stroke);  50-yard  dash  (breast 
stroke);  plunge  for  distance;  fancy  dives 
(same  as  125  pounds);  relay  (4-boy 
team). 

A  trophy  cup  will  be  presented  to  the 
team  in  each  weight  division  winning  the 
greatest  number  of  points,  and  the  official 
League  button  will  be  awarded  to  the 
winners  of  first,  second  and  third  places. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES 


S.  F.  A.   L.   Chooses  New  Officers. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Athletic  League  held  on  August  18 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Recreation  League, 
officers  of  the  League  were  elected  and 
plans  were  announced  for  carrying  out 
the  regular  schedule  of  sports. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  to 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  League  for  the 
coming   year: 

President:     E.  B.  DeGroot. 

Vice-president:      Cyrus  Walker. 

Treasurer:     O.  F.  Bradway. 

Secretary:     H.  W.  Hendricks. 

The  following  Rugby  football  schedule 
was  arranged: 

Sept.  15 — Lick-Wilmerding  vs.  Mission,  Poly- 
technic vs.  Commerce,  Cogswell  vs. 
Lowell,   St.   Ignatius  a   bye. 

"  25 — Lick-Wilmerding  vs.  Polytechnic,  Mis- 
sion vs.  Commerce,  Cogswell  vs.  St. 
Ignatius,  Lowell  a  bye. 
Oct.  2 — Lick-Wilmerding  vs.  Commerce,  Mis- 
sion vs.  Polytechnic,  Lowell  vs.  St. 
Ignatius,  Cogswell  a  bye. 

"  16 — Lick-Wilmerding  vs.  Cogswell,  Mis- 
sion vs.  Lowell,  Polytechnic  vs.  St. 
Ignatius,  Commerce  a  bye. 

"  23 — Lick-Wilmerding  vs.  Lowell,  Mission 
vs.  Cogswell,  Commerce  vs.  St.  Igna- 
tius, Polytechnic  a  bye. 

"  30 — Lick-Wilmerding  vs.  St.  Ignatius, 
Polytechnic  vs.  Cogswell,  Commerce 
vs.  Lowell,  Mission  a  bye. 
Nov.  6 — Mission  vs.  St.  Ignatius,  Polytechnic 
vs.  Lowell,  Commerce  vs.  Cogswell, 
Lick-Wilmerding  a  bye. 

The  date  of  the  championship  swim- 
ming meet  was  set  for  Sept.  15,  and  that 
of  the  Junior  and  Senior  Track  meet  for 
Oct.   14. 


P.    S.    A.    L.    Swimming   Meet. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Championship 
Swimming  meet  of  the  Public  Schools  Ath- 
letic League  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
September    23rd,   at   Sutro   Baths. 

The  schedule  of  events  is  as  follows: 

80-pound  class — 20-yard  dash;  80-yard 
relay  (4  boys). 

95-pound  class — 40-yard  dash;  80-yard 
relay  (4  boys). 

115-pound  class — 60-yard  dash;  160- 
yard  relay  (4  boys). 

Unlimited  class — 80-yard  dash;  160- 
yard  relay  (4  boys). 


C.  P.  B.   C.  and  Y.  M.  I.  Baseball. 

A  series  of  baseball  games  is  now  being 
held  between  the  younger  members  of  the 
Young  Men's  Institute  Juniors  and  the 
Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club.  The  games 
are  played  on  Jackson  Playgrounds  on  Sat- 
urday afternoons.  The  teams  are  divided 
into  two  classes,  95  pounds  and  110 
pounds,  and  great  rivalry  is  being  mani- 
fested in  the  games. 


The  auditorium  of  the  Field  House  at 
Jackson  Playground  has  been  opened  for 
the  season  with  three  night  a  week.  The 
director,  H.  N.  Tiedemann,  has  begun  the 
organization  of  boys'  clubs  on  Monday 
nights;  on  Wednesday  nights  basketball 
teams  will  be  permitted  the  use  of  the 
indoor  court.  On  Thursday  nights  the 
Union  Iron  Works  Soccer  Football  Team 
will  use  the  track  and  field-house  for 
training  purposes. 

The  Iroquois  Club  has  been  organized 
and  its  first  meeting  was  attended  with 
much  enthusiasm. 

*  *      * 

The  Lick-Wilmerding  Rugby  football 
team  won  their  first  practice  game  of  the 
season,  defeating  the  University  High 
School  on  Jackson  Playground  by  the 
score  of  10  to  3. 

*  *      * 

The  Cogswell  football  team  is  practic- 
ing twice  a  week  on  Southside  Playground 
and  a  large  squad  of  candidates  are  strug- 
gling for  positions  on  the  team. 

*  *      * 

On  Sunday,  September  24,  the  Union 
Iron  Works  officials  are  planning  for  an 
outing  at  Jackson  Playground.  The  pro- 
gram will  consist  of  a  soccer  football  game 
between  the  Union  Iron  Works  and  the 
Olympic  Club;  a  baseball  game  between 
the  Union  Iron  Works  and  the  Mare 
Island  Pensacolas  and  band  concerts  by 
the  Municipal  Band,  the  Mare  Island  Band 
and  the  Union  Iron  Works  Band.  The 
employees  and  their  families  have  been 
invited  to  be  present  and  the  day  is  being 
eagerly  awaited  by  the  entire  Potrero  dis- 
trict. 

*  *      * 

The  Lick-Wilmerding  athletes  held  an 
inter-class  track  and  field  meet  (weights 
division)  at  Jackson  on  August  30  which 
was  won  by  the  class  of  '18  with  a  total 
of  58  points.  Second,  '17,  with  a  total  of 
44  points;  third,  '20,  with  a  total  of  40 
points;  fourth,  '19,  with  a  total  of  30 
points. 


You  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Recreation  League,  are  you  not?  Are  you 
a  member?  Are  you  giving  it  your  full 
support? 


To  Enjoy  Your  Ice  Skating 

you  must  have  good  skates  and  shoes. 
Any  old  kind  won't  do.  The  Spalding 
kind  will.  Made  from  the  best  of 
material  after  models  furnished  by 
the  world's  greatest  skaters.  They 
are  guaranteed  to'  give  the  best  all- 
around  service. 


Write  or  call  for  a  Catalogue. 
A.  G.  SPALDING  &  BROS 

156  Geary  Street,  San  Francisco. 
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USE  THE  SMALL  PARKS! 


By  Eustace  M.  Peixotto, 
Secretary    Recreation    League. 


I 


T  would  be  wrong  to  charge  lack  of  fore- 
sight to  those  who  planned  the  City  of 
San  Francisco.  While  the  arrangement  of 
our  streets  is  not  according  to  the  latest 
findings  of  city  planning,  it  was  according 
to  the  best  understood  methods  of  the  day 
— the  checkerboard  system.  At  least  we 
have  few  narrow  streets  and  tortuous  ways. 
Then,  too,  the  planners  of  our  city  did  not 
neglect  the  matter  of  setting  aside  consid- 
erable area  for  "breathing  spaces,"  as  the 
term  was  at  that  time.  This  has  resulted 
in  there  being  scattered  over  the  map  of 
San  Francisco  some  twenty-four  small 
parks,  varying  in  size  from  one  to  thirty 
or  forty  acres. 

These  parks  were  for  the  most  part  laid 
out  during  the  period  when  front  parlors 
were  used  only  for  company  and  "Keep  off 
the  grass"  signs  were  the  rule  in  the 
public  squares.  The  "keep  off  the  grass" 
signs  went  out  of  our  parks  together  with 
the  disappearance  of  linen  covers  from  our 
front  parlors,  but  there  has  never  been  a 
widespread  effort  to  make  these  parks  fully 
serve  the  needs  of  the  neighborhoods  in 
which  they  are  located.  It  is  true  that 
here  and  there  in  most  of  them  a  Jew 
swings  have  been  installed,  possibly  a  ten- 
nis court  or  a  sand  box.  but  they  have  never 
been  replanned  with  fundamental  notions 
of  neighborhood  service  rather  than  purely 
landscape  treatment. 

Recently  one  of  these  parks,  Hamilton 
Square,  has  been  turned  over  to  the  Play- 
ground Commission  and  a  comprehensive 
plan  has  been  worked  out  by  the  Advisory 
Superintendent  of  that  body,  E.  B.  DeGroot, 
which  plan  has  made  this  plot  of  ground, 
covering  a  space  of  two  blocks,  far  more 
useful  than  it  formerly  was.  The  central 
portion  has  been  converted  into  a  modernly 
equipped  playground  while  the  outer  ends 
still  remain  parked,  with  benches  for  the 
adult  who  wishes  an  hour's  quiet  among 
green    lawns. 

Those  who  have  observed  this  playground 
with  its  five  or  six  hundred  children  in  con- 
stant attendance  on  the  play  area  and  three 
or  four  hundred  adults  availing  themselves 
of  the  park  portions  can  better  realize 
why  some  of  ns  are  anxious  to  see  more 
small  parks  converted  into  playgrounds. 
There  is  a  misconception  on  the  part  of 
many  people  that  a  playground  is  neces- 
sarily an  ugly  place.  It  is  true  that  many 
playgrounds  are  not  attractive.  That  is 
because  they  have  been  planned  by  incom- 
petent persons  who  did  not  understand  the 
fundamental  rule  that  a  playground  must 
be  beautiful,  not  only  to  prevent  its  being 
a  community  eyesore  but  because  its  very 
beauty  attracts  the  children  whom  it  aims 
to  serve.  A  dirty,  dusty  bit  of  ground, 
poorly  equipped,  is  not  a  place  where  chil- 
dren will  go  to  enjoy  themselves.  They 
will  stay  in  the  streets.  Our  compulsory 
education  laws  can  force  our  children  into 
dingy  school  buildings,  but  we  cannot  make 
children  play  in  any  but  the  most  alluring 
places. 

It  is  time  that  those  who  are  really  inter- 
ested in  San  Francisco's  recreation  should 
thoroughly  awake  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
at  hand  many  acres  of  land  well  located 
as     to    their     availability     for     playgrounds 


which  space  is  only  in  a  veryr  small 
degree  serving  the  community  as  it  should. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  turn  these  small 
parks  over  to  the  Playground  Commission 
but  this  has  been  a  very  slow  and  halting 
process. 

Lobos  Square,  which  has  been  part  of 
the  Exposition  site,  is  to  be  transferred, 
but  the  matter  seems  to  be  dragging  along 
far  more  limpingly  than  it  should.  If  this 
transfer  is  not  soon  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion the  north  side  of  the  City  will  be  ut- 
terly without  baseball  facilities  next  spring, 
for  the  Playground  Commission,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  receiving  Lobos  Square  has  rear- 
ranged the  North  Beach  Playground  without 
baseball  facilities. 

Jefferson  Square,  on  Golden  Gate  avenue 
between  Gough  and  Laguna  streets,  lies  in 
the  center  of  a  thickly  settled  residence 
section.  As  it  stands  today  it  is  more  of 
a  community  menace  than  a  benefit.  The 
story  of  Jefferson  Square  as  it  is  known  to 
the  police  and  to  neighborhood  people  is 
unprintable.  There  has  been  ineffectual 
agitation  covering  a  period  of  several  years 
by  groups  representing  the  district,  by 
various  Sections  of  the  Recreation  League 
and"  by  other  bodies,  to  have  half  of  this 
square  transferred  to  the  Playground  Com- 
missioners, but  nothing  has  come  of  it. 
This  now  has  been  revived  and  the  League 
has  been  asked  again  to  take  the  leader- 
ship in  the  matter.  It  is  hoped  by  all  con- 
cerned that  now  the  project  will  be  pressed 
until  it  is  brought  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion. 

There  has  also  been  talk  in  our  city  of 
the  lack  of  playground  facilities  in  the 
Mission  District,  and  efforts  have  been 
made  many  times  advocating  the  purchase 
of  a  playground  in  the  vicinity  of  Twenty- 
sixth  street  and  Potrero  avenue.  Just  why 
this  should  be  done  with  Garfield  Square 
but  five  or  six  blocks  distant  is  not  quite 
apparent  to  the  writer.  Garfield  Square, 
lying  between  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty- 
sixth  streets,  Harrison  and  Treat  avenue,  is 
a  perfectly  level,  green  swarded  spot.  It 
is  almost  absolutely  deserted.  Children 
are  not  allowed  to  play  there — the  gardener 
hoses  them  off  when  they  do.  Why  should 
the  City  authorize  the  spending  of  more 
money  for  playgrounds  in  this  district  until 
this  park  is  made  use  of?  Why  not  spend 
it  in  some  district  like  Noe  Valley  or  the 
more  central  portion  of  the  Mission  Dis- 
trict, where  there  is  absolutely  nothing  in 
the  way  of  a  playground  area? 

We  have  many  more  of  these  small  parks 
that  could  be  used:  Alamo  Square  in  a 
residence  district;  Duboce  Park  for  which 
many  times  there  have  been  demands  for 
playground  facilities;  Balboa  Park  and 
even  Alta  Plaza  and  Lafayette  Square  in 
our  superior  residence  districts  could  be  re- 
treated with  reference  to  the  play  idea. 
Recent  studies  of  a  group  of  students  from 
the  University  of  California  show  a  sur- 
prising number  of  children  playing  in  the 
streets  of  these  neighborhoods. 

The  Recreation  League  has  not  been 
alone  in  its  advocacy  of  the  transfer  of 
the  small  parks  to  the  Playground  Com- 
mission and  their  treatment  as  recreation 
centers.    The  Commonwealth  Club  advocated 


TWENTY  SCHOOL  YARDS  WILL 
BE   PLAYGROUNDS   SOON. 

Education  Board  Gives  Permission. 

By  Ray  Daughehty, 
Supervisor  of  Boys'  Work. 

A  much  needed  extension  of  play  facili- 
ties for  the  children  of  San  Francisco  was 
inaugurated  in  October,  when  the  Board  of 
Education  formally  designated  twenty  pub- 
lic school  yards  as  school  playgrounds  and 
turned  their  management  over  to  the  Play- 
ground Commission.  The  latter  body  will 
have  charge  of  their  maintenance  and  im- 
provement. 

These  school  playgrounds  have  been  so 
selected  as  to  provide  opportunity  for  play 
to  those  children  who  live  in  districts  of 
the  city  not  at  present  provided  with  play- 
grounds. Leaders  will  be  selected  by  the 
Playground  Commission  to  supervise  the 
new  play  centers,  and  it  is  planned  to  de- 
velop free  play  and  organized  athletic  ac- 
tivities along  as  many  lines  as   possible. 

The  school  yards  transferred  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  commission  are  as  follows: 

OUTLYING    DISTRICTS. 
Visitacion      Valley      School.      Visitacion      and 

S:  hwiiin     streets      district     served       \  l^itacion 
Valley. 

Francis  Scott  Key  School,  Forty-second  ave- 
nue and  Irving  street,  district  served.  Western 
Sunset. 

Bay  View  School.  Bay  View  and  Flora  streets; 
■  list'  jc<    served.    Hay    View. 

Farragut  School,  Capitol  and  Faxton  streets; 
district  served,  Ingleside. 

Poftola  School,  Bacon  and  Girard  streets:  dis- 
trict served.   University  Mound. 

Sheridan  School,  Capitol  and  Lobos  streets; 
district  served.   Ocean   View. 

Longfellow  School,  Lowell  and  Morse;  district 
served,,  Crocker  Amazon  Tract. 

Glen  Park  School,  Berkshire  and  Lippard 
streets:   district  served,   Glen  Park. 

I'd.XOESTEl)    DISTRICTS    HAVING    XO 
PLAYGROUND. 

EdiSOJB  School.  Church  and  Hill  streets:  dis- 
trict served.  Southwest  Mission. 

Marshall  School.  Fifteenth  and  Capp  streets; 
district  served.   North   Mission. 

Bryant  School,  Twenty-second  and  Bryant 
streets;  district  served,  East  Mission. 

Starr  King  School,  Twenty-fifth  and  Utah 
streets:  district  served,  Southeast  Mission. 

McKinley  School.  Fourteenth  and  Castro 
streets;  district  served.  Market  Street  Extension. 

Roosevelt  School,  Arguello  Boulevard  and 
Geary  street;  district  served,  East  Richmond. 

Bernal  School,  Cortland  and  Andover  streets: 
district  served.    Bernal   Heights. 

Trvinsr  M.  Scott  School.  Twenty-second  and 
Tennessee  streets:  district  served.  Union  Iron 
Works. 

('.rattan  School.  Schrader  and  Grattan  streets; 
district  served.  Pope  Tract. 

Verba  Buena  School.  Greenwich  and  Webster 
streets;  district  served.  Oolden  Gate  Valley. 

James  Lick  School.  Twenty-fifth  and  Noe 
streets;  district  served,  Noe  Valley. 

Redding  School,  Pine  and  Larkin  streets;  dis- 
trict served.   Central. 

With  the  ten  playgrounds  already  in 
operation,  this  will  give  the  commission  a 
total   of  30   grounds   under  its  jurisdiction. 


such  action  in  its  report  on  "Public  Recrea- 
tion" published  in  1913  and  more  recently 
the  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Municipal  Re- 
search has  recommended  similar  procedure, 
including  the  playgrounds  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  and  the  Mission  District. 

Now  that  the  Board  of  Education  has 
transferred  twenty  school  yards  to  the 
Playground  Commission,  the  next  big  step 
toward  securing  a  really  comprehensive 
recreation  scheme  for  our  City  would  be  the 
more  effective  use  of  our  small  parks. 
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LIGHTED  playgrounds  have  been  estab- 
lished in  many  cities  throughout  the 
country.  In  another  part  of  this  "Bulle- 
tin" will  be  found  a  clipping  from  the 
"Fresno  Republican"  stating  what  has  been 
done  in  that  progressive  California  city. 
Is  it  not  time  that  San  Francisco  should 
be  up  and  doing  in  this  regard?  The  great 
demand  in  the  Recreation  field  which  is  not 
being  met  by  our  city  is  that  of  the  work- 
ing boy  and  girl.  Our  playgrounds  as  at 
present  conducted  serve,  practically  speak- 
ing, the  children  of  school  age  only.  There 
is  no  criticism  of  this  policy,  as  a  present 
modus  operandi,  for  that  is  what  the  play- 
grounds were  primarily  established  for,  but 
a  larger  view  of  their  usefulness  should 
make  them  available  to  the  working  boy 
and  girl  as  well.  This  can  be  done  only 
by  opening  them  during  the  hours  when 
these  classes  can  enjoy  their  use.  The  one 
way  to  accomplish  this  is  by  a  system  of 
artificial  lighting  at  night.  In  the  very 
next  budget,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
should  make  an  apporpriation  to  turn  Wil- 
liam    D'Arcy    Ryan    loose    upon    the     San 

Francisco    Playgrounds. 

*       *       * 

ANEW  recreation  spot  of  rare  beauty 
and  charm  is  being  developed  in  our 
City.  It  is  new.  yet  familiar.  It  is  the 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts  and  the  surrounding 
remains  of  the  Exposition.  Those  who 
have  said  that  people  would  not  go  to  this 
part  of  the  town  should  have  sat  there 
Sunday  and  watched  the  throngs  flocking 
to  hear  the  Municipal  Band  under  the 
dome  and  walking  about  viewing  the  ex- 
cellent exhibition  installed  by  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Association. 

Golden  Gate  Park  is  a  beauty  spot  and 
a  recreation  ground  of  which  we  are  all 
most  proud,  but  human  nature  craves  a 
change  and  we  don't  want  to  see  Golden 
Gate  Park  every  Sunday.  The  inauguration 
of  a  new  point  of  attraction  on  the  North 
Shore  including  as  it  will  the  Fine  Arts 
Palace,  the  Marina  and  the  Aquatic  Park 
at  the  foot  of  Van  Ness  avenue  will  give 
San  Franciscans  another  place  to  go.  That 
they  will  go  there  is  amplified  by  the  at- 
tendance record  at  the  Fine  Arts  Palace. 
The  Recreation   League   and    its  members 


should  lend  every  encouragement  to  the 
Art  Association  and  the  Exposition  Pres- 
ervation league  in  their  efforts  in  this 
direction.  Those  who  have  not  yet  visited 
the  regenerated  Fine  Arts  Palace  should 
do  so  at  the  first  opportunity.  It  is  as 
beautiful  as  ever  without  and  is  still  in- 
spiring   within. 


DICKIE     TELLS     OF     NATIONAL 
RECREATION    CONGRESS 

Unusually   Interesting   Luncheon. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Council  of  the  Recreation  League  was 
held  at  luncheon  at  the  Palace  Hotel  on 
November  9th,  1916,  at  12:15,  with  President 
Jesse  W.  Lilienthal  in  the  chair. 

In  opening  the  meeting  President  Lilien- 
thal stated  that  he  felt  much  gratified  at  the 
recent  action  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
towards  holding  free  or  low  rate  concerts 
in  the  Municipal  Auditorium.  He  stated  he 
felt  that  this  was  the  direct  result  of  the 
League's  propaganda  for  popular  music 
which  had  resulted  in  the  People's  Phil- 
harmonic, in  the  popular  concerts  of  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony,  and  now  finally  in 
these  public  musicales  under  the  City's 
auspices. 

In  his  monthly  report  the  Secretary 
pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  the  League 
had  helped  shape  the  Columbus  Day  Cele- 
brations of  recent  years  to  a  purposeful  end 
and  how  this  celebration  had  helped  to 
further  the  Aquatic  Park  and  the  civic 
pageant  idea.  He  stated  that  these  ideas 
were  about  to  bear  permanent  fruit  in  the 
way  of  an  outdoor  theater  at  Black  Point 
Cove  and  a  San  Francisco  Historical  pa- 
geant, plans  for  both  of  which  were  now 
under  way,  but  that  they  were  as  yet  in  a 
stage  where  it  was  unwise  to  elaborate 
upon  them. 

The  Secretary  also  reported  that  the 
Boys'  Section  was  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  Sierra  Club  in  arranging  a  list  of 
hikes  for  boys,  and  also  would  be  able  to 
secure  a  number  of  leaders  for  boys'  walks 
from  this  organization. 

Mr.  Redfern  Mason,  Chairman  of  the 
Music  Section,  reported  on  the  "Progress  of 
Community  Singing,"  stating  that  much 
had  been  accomplished,  but  that  there  was 
still  a  great  deal  more  organization  work 
to  do  before  the  singing  classes  would  be 
an  assured  success.  He  appealed  to  all 
present  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  the 
centers  in   their  own   neighborhood. 

Mr.  E.  B.  DeGroot  spoke  briefly  on  "Re- 
cent Progress  in  Public  Recreation,"  calling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation had  recently  transferred  twenty 
school  yards  to  the  Playground  Commission 
to  be  used  as  play  centers  after  school 
hours;  that  this  would  give  the  city  a  total 
of  thirty  supervised  playgrounds.  He  ex- 
plained the  plans  for  the  development  of 
social  center  work  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Board  of  Education  and  of  the  co- 
operation in  this  regard  with  the  efforts  of 
the  League  to  establish  community  singing. 
He  stated  that  he  felt  sure  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  League  would  approve  of  the 
spirit  in  which  both  boards  were  going 
ahead  with  their  work. 

The  speaker  of  the  day,  Mr.  George  E. 
Dickie,  Superintendent  of  Recreation,  Oak- 
land, told  of  the  many  interesting  things 
he  had  heard  at  the  National  Congress  on 
Recreation  at  Grand  Rapids.  He  told  of 
how  community  singing  was  spreading  in 
the  East  and  that  its  results  were  apparent 
on  the  many  occasions  when  the  delegates 
to  the  Congress  sang  together  and  showed 
their  familiarity   with   musical   work. 

One  of  the  important  topics  discussed  at 
the  Congress  was  the  matter  of  "Prepared- 
ness." He  stated  that  the  militarists  and 
peace    advocates    had    been    able    to    agree 


pretty  well  that  the  best  program  as  it 
related  to  the  children  was  one  of  physical 
preparedness,  and  that  preparedness  would 
be  best  furthered  by  a  well  conducted  de- 
partment of  physical  education  in  the 
schools  as  well  as  by  playground  activities. 
He  stated  that  the  Commission  appointed 
by  the  State  of  New  York  to  introduce 
military  training  in  the  schools  had  come 
to  this  conclusion  and  that  its  program 
would  be  practically  speaking  a  physical 
education  program. 

Much  attention  was  devoted  by  the  Con- 
gress to  Recreation  in  the  industrial  world, 
the  necessity  for  which  was  being  brought 
home  to  the  managers  of  great  manufac- 
turing enterprises.  The  fact  that  modern 
machine  processes  tend  to  be  so  increas- 
ingly mechanical  and  repetitive  means  that 
the  workers  must  have  more  mental  and 
physical  stimulation  in  their  leisure  hours. 

The  subject  of  dancing  received  promi- 
nent attention,  it  being  urged  that  the  tra- 
ditional steps  of  the  folk  dances  be  re- 
tained and  that  these  dances  be  not  "im- 
proved" by  so-called  graceful  movements. 

Rural  dramatics  and  the  use  of  country 
schoolhouses  and  churches  as  rural  theaters 
was    strongly    advocated. 

Milwaukee  is  leading  in  promotion  of 
"social  centers"  and  has  tested  satisfac- 
torily a  card  system  for  boys  and  girls. 
When  they  return  home  they  are  given  a 
card  stamped  with  time  of  arrival  and  de- 
parture from  the  social  center. 

There  were  representatives  from  all  parts 
of  the  world,  including  a  man  from  Uru- 
guay, where  they  have,  we  learned,  a 
recreation  appropriation  of  $50,000  with  a 
young  man  from  Kansas  in  charge. 


Ask  for  Clothing. 

The  Chairman  of  Philanthropy  of  the 
San  Francisco  Congress  of  Mothers  has 
asked  for  donations  of  shoes,  clothing,  etc.. 
to  be  used  in  supplying  needy  San  Fran- 
cisco school  children.  Donations  should  be 
sent  Center  at  1520  Sutter  street  (the  old 
Lowell  High  School),  between  the  hours  of 
8  a.  m.  and  5  p.  m.,  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
excepted.  

OCTOBER    SUBSCRIBERS. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  follow- 
ing October  memberships: 

./.    D.    Grant. 

San   Francisco  Choral   Society. 

ManfBed  D.  Kohlberg. 

.Joseph   Bonapart. 

Mrs.   Leon  SIoss. 

R.   E.   Queen. 

Dr.  Jessica   B.    Peixotto. 

German  Savings  and  Loan  Society. 

M.   M.   O'Shaughnessv. 

Dohrmann   Commercial   Company. 

Mrs.    Wm.   Haas. 

San    Francisco    Labor   Council. 

Voung    Women's   Hebrew    Association. 

Telegraph   Hill   Neighborhood    Association. 

Georse  Tourny. 

Mrs.   A.  J.   Ruhlman. 

Miss  Gertrude  Brown. 

Occidental   Kindergarten   Association. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Cushing. 

Council  No.    1.  A.  of  T.  C. 

OCTOBER  MEETINGS. 

2— Lincoln   Park   Golf  Club. 

5 — Mothers'  Congress  Chairmen. 

6 — San  Francisco  Athletic   League. 
10 — Amateur  Oarsmen. 
11— Girls'  Section. 

12 — Golden    Gate    Girls'    Swimming    Com- 
mittee. 
n; — Columbus  Day  Executive  Committee. 
l!i — Pacific     Amateur     Association.     Hoard 

of  Managers. 
20 — San    Francisco   Athletic   League. 
23 — Drama  League.  Executive  Committee 
23 — Pacific    Amateur    Association.     Regis- 
tration  Committee. 
26— Boys'   Section   lunch   at    Hale's. 


Oct 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct 
Oct. 

Oct. 


We    have    not    yet    quite    the    thousand 

meml>ers  of  the  Recreation  League  we  are 
striving  for.  Are  all  of  your  friends  mem- 
bers who  should  be?  If  not,  send  us  their 
names. 
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NIGHT     LIGHTS     SUCCESS      ON 

FRESNO    PLAYGROUNDS. 

Public  Officials  Pleased  With  Experiment. 

By  Raymond  L.  Qi  k.i.ky, 

Superintendent    of   Playgrounds. 

(From  the"Fresno  Republican,  Oct. 28,  l!>l(>.j 

The  opening  of  the  city  playgrounds  for 
night  period  has  been  tried  out  by  the 
Playground  Commission  during  the  past 
two  months  with  the  view  to  determining 
whether  it  was  the  proper  thing  to  do  in 
all  parts  of  the  city.  It  has  always  been 
considered  a  safe  proposition  with  Dickey 
playground.  Cosmos  and  Fink-Smith  were 
added    to   the   night  playgrounds   this   year. 

The  night  playgrounds  have  been  very 
well  attended  as  is  shown  in  the  playground 
reports.  Cosmos  rarely  had  less  than  200 
young  people  during  the  night  session  until 
the  last  few  days  when  it  has  become  too 
cold  for  the  younger  children  to  play  at 
night.  As  the  cool  night  air  is  injurious 
to  children,  the  grounds  will  be  closed 
nights  from  Sunday  on.  The  session  just 
after  school,  in  other  words,  from  3  o'clock 
to  6  o'clock,  will  be  given  even  more  at- 
tention from  now  on. 

League  games,  organized  play  and  open 
play   will  be  pushed  to  the  utmost. 

In  conducting  the  experiment  of  super- 
vising playgrounds  at  night,  the  commis- 
sioners chose  the  latter  part  of  the  sum- 
mer. If  the  experiment  had  shown  itself 
unsuccessful  at  any  time,  the  playgrounds 
would  have  been  shut  down  at  once  instead 
of  going  to  their  natural  closing  time  on 
account    of   cool    weather. 

If  successful  this  year,  the  commissioners 
are  determined  to  open  the  grounds  next 
summer  when  the  days  become  hot  and  the 
play  and  recreation  is  not  as  enjoyable  in 
the    afternoon    as    in    the   evening. 

Ben  Epstein,  chairman  of  the  playground 
commission,  said:  "I  am  strong  for  the 
open  playgrounds  at  night,  if  there  is 
■  plenty  of  light  and  supervision,  which  we 
have  provided  in  the  cases  where  we  have 
opened  the  grounds.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  features  of  the  playground  work 
which  we  have  promoted.  To  see  the  hun- 
dreds of  children  playing  at  night  after  the 
hot  day  is  convincing  to  any  one.  It  keeps 
the  children  off  the  streets  and  puts  them 
in  good  care." 

Commissioner  Frank  M.  Lane,  principal 
of   Washington    school,    said: 

"The  night  playgrounds  were  au  experi- 
ment with  us  and  I  see  a  great  deal  more 
to  commend  than  to  condemn;  with  refer- 
ence  to    them    they    are   all    right." 

Commissioner  J.  Q.  Anderson  voiced  his 
opinion    in    the    following   way: 

"They  are  doing  the  work — they  are  cer- 
tainly a  success." 

Commissioner   Mrs.    Geo.   H.   Taylor   said: 

"It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  solution  to 
a  great  extent  for  the  summer  play  and 
until  late  fall.  From  then  on  we  need  club 
houses  to  solve  the  problem  for  recreation 
and  to  carry  on  the  work  during  the  win- 
ter months.  I  believe  the  municipal  audi- 
torium is  the  logical  place  for  athletic  and 
recreational  work  for  old  and  young,  and, 
at  least  during  the  winter  season,  taking 
the  place  of  the  courthouse  park  for  public 
concerts  and  community  entertainments  of 
various    kinds." 

Commissioner  W.  D.  Eastman,  secretary 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  when  asked  if  he 
thought  the  playgrounds,  as  operated  at 
night,  were  a  success,  said: 

"Unqualifiedly  yes.  There  has  been  good 
crowds  and  they  have  shown  themselves 
appreciative.  The  conduct  of  the  children 
has   been   commendable." 

Commissioner  Mrs.  S.  S.  Hockett  said: 
"Between  supper  and  bed  time,  children 
need    a    great    deal    of   attention,    in    many 


parts  of  our  city,  and  the  playgrounds  when 
open  nights  provide  a  place  where  they 
can  be  properly  supervised.  I  think  we 
should  have  the  playgrounds  open  nights 
during  the  summer  vacation  periods  as 
well   as  during  the   cool   parts   of  the  day." 

The  following  statement  was  issued  by 
Commissioner  C.  C.  Starr,  superintendent  of 
the  city   schools: 

"During  the  warm  summer  months  pupils 
tend  to  use  the  municipal  playground  more 
in  the  cool  part  of  the  afternoon  and  in 
the  evening.  Supervised  evening  play  on 
the  playground  is  better  than  evening  play 
elsewhere,  not  supervised. 

"By  lighting  the  playgrounds  it  became 
possible  to  extend  the  time  for  supervised 
play  further  into  the  evening.  The  play- 
grounds then  become  usable  for  a  longer 
time  and    for  more  people. 

"The  evening  attendance  has  naturally 
been  chiefly  by  the  older  class  of  young- 
people.  The  responsibility  of  caring  for 
those  attending  the  playground  in  the  even- 
ing has  been  handled  very  successfully  by 
the    playground    supervisors. 

"I  am  advised  that  the  attendants  have 
returned  home  practically  as  safely  in  the 
evening  as  in  the  afternoon.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  summer  indicates  that  play- 
grounds can  be  open  satisfactorily  and  ad- 
vantageously in  the  evening  in  summer." 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES. 

By  Ray  Daugherty. 


Several  hundred  children  enjoyed  a  Hal- 
lowe'en party  of  unique  interest  at  Excel- 
sior Playgrounds  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
October  28.  The  festivities  took  place  in 
the  open  air  and  included  ducking  for 
apples,  doughnut  eating  contests  by  the 
boys  and  girls,  apple  relay  races,  a  peanut 
scramble  and  other  events.  Many  of  the 
apples  contained  prizes,  and  this  part  of 
the  program  w-as  especially  relished  by  the 
younger  children.  The  boys'  events  were 
conducted  by  Lees  .1.  Schantz  and  the  girls 
competed  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Stella    Harris.  

At  Southside  Playground  the  field  house 
was  the  scene  of  a  gay  Hallowe'en  party  on 
Saturday  night,  October  28,  given  by  the 
Southside  Girls'  Club.  Boys  from  the  play- 
ground were  the  invited  guests.  The  rooms 
were  tastefully  decorated  with  Japanese 
lanterns,  illuminated  pumpkins  and  fes- 
toons of  autumn  leaves.  Traditional  Hal- 
lowe'en games  were  played  before  the  open 
hearth  fireplace.  Supper,  prepared  by  the 
girls,  was  then  served,  and  the  evening  was 
concluded  with  dancing,  with  Miss  Dorothy 
Welsh  officiating  at  the  piano.  A  pleasant 
feature  of  the  affair  was  the  presentation 
of  a  large  basket  of  assorted  fruits  by  little 
Miss  Alice  Cliver.  The  evening  was  in 
charge  of  Directors  Edward  Penaluna  and 
Miss   Brenta    Haynes. 


A  joint  Hallowe'en  celebration  was  held 
in  the  auditorium  of  the  field  house  at 
Jackson  Playground  on  Tuesday  night,  Oc- 
tober 31.  Over  two  hundred  boys  and  girls 
and  a  number  of  parents  enjoyed  a  mixed 
program  of  races,  Hallowe'en  games,  dances 
and  playlets.  The  events  included  peanut 
races,  doughtnut  eating,  a  wheelbarrow  race 
and  basketball  relays.  A  weird  part  of  the 
evening's  entertainment  was  furnished  by 
a  parade  of  sheeted  ghosts,  a  spook  dance 
by  the  girls  from  Miss  Claire  Evans'  folk 
dancing  classes,  and  the  concluding  num- 
ber, a  ghost  act  by  the  playground  boys, 
under  the  direction  of  Harry  Tiedemann. 


MOTHERS'     CONGRESS     CHAIR- 
MEN CONFER  ON  RECREATION 

To  Hold  Monthly  Meetings. 

A  largely  attended  Conference  of  the 
Chairmen  on  Recreation  of  the  various 
Clubs  of  the  Congress  of  Mothers  was  held 
on  Thursday,  November  9th,  immediately 
following  the  Recreation  League  Luncheon 
in  the  rooms  of  the  League.  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Graham,    Chairman,   presided. 

Eustace  M.  Peixotto,  Secretary  of  the 
Recreation  League,  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
practical  work  that  the  Mothers'  Club  could 
do  to  help  recreation  in  connection  with 
their  schools.  He  advocated  that  the 
Mothers'  Clubs  should  take  an  interest  in 
the  athletic  teams  representing  their 
schools  and  see  that  they  were  properly 
equipped  as  to  costumes  for  their  games 
and  meets,  believing  that  such  equipment 
was  essential  to  proper  hygiene  and  also 
to  the  best  school  spirit.  He  asked  that 
they  lend  their  efforts  to  furthering  the 
community  singing  idea. 

Mr.  Redfern  Mason,  Chairman  of  the 
Music  Section  of  the  League,  also  spoke 
on  the  subject  of  Community  Singing,  ex- 
plaining the  plans  of  this  Committee. 

Miss  Hat  tie  Mooser  outlined  plans  she 
is  making  for  children's  dramatics  in  dif- 
ferent  parts  of  the  city. 

The  Chairman  on  Recreation  voted  to 
have  regular  meetings  at  the  rooms  of  the 
League  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each 
month. 

Hamilton  School.  The  seventh  grade  won 
the  series,  losing  only  three  games  out  of 
twenty-two  played,  a  percentage  of  863. 
The  B-eighth  was  second  with  818  per 
cent.  Twelve  teams  were  entered  in  com- 
petition. The  director,  E.  J.  Richards,  is 
arranging  a  noon-hour  series  of  basketball 
games  for  class  teams  that  is  arousing 
great    enthusiasm    among    the    boys. 


Many  match  games  in  basketball  and 
baseball  are  being  played  by  the  girls  of 
Excelsior  Playground.  A  championship 
series  of  basketball  games  has  been  sched- 
uled to  be  decided  in  the  near  future. 


The  young  men  of  the  Excelsior  District 
will  struggle  for  supremacy  on  the  tennis 
court  in  a  tournament  of  Sunday  games, 
commencing  on  November  12  at  Excelsior 
Playground.  Among  the  entrants  are  Geo. 
Gavin  and  Ahern,  who  won  honors  in  the 
Bulletin  Tournament  at  Golden  Gate  Park, 
and  McGuire,  Clancy,  Hardgrave,  Boitano 
and  Brown.  Over  twenty  contestants  have 
appeared    for    this    singles    tournament. 


Basketball  among  the  girls  of  Hamilton 
Playground  ranks  as  a  major  sport.  Over 
eighty  girls  have  been  organized  by  Miss 
Ware  into  ten  teams,  which  have  played 
over  fifty  games  this  season.  The  teams 
are  known  as  the  Stars,  Orioles,  Blue 
Birds,  Swallows,  Mascots,  Winits,  Clovers. 
Units  and  Helpers.  The  Winits  are  lead- 
ing with  a  percentage  of  778;  the  Mascots 
are  second,  while  the  Clovers  and  Units 
rank    third    and    fourth,    respectively. 


A  Girls'  Tennis  Tournament  has  recently 
been  completed  at  Hamilton  Playground,  in 
which  twenty  girls  between  the  ages  of 
twelve  and  sixteen  years  competed.  Miss 
Rose  Warris  and  Miss  Alice  Ruth  were 
successful  in  winning  the  handsome  rac- 
quets   presented    by    a    friend. 


An  interesting  series  of  noon-time  base- 
ball games  has  just  drawn  to  a  close  at 
Hamilton  Playgrounds  between  the  pupils 
of  the  sixth,  seventh  and   eighth  grades  of 


On  Saturday  afternoons  a  group  of  girls 
from  the  different  high  schools  are  playing 
at  Hamilton  under  the  name  of  "The  Ama- 
zonidae"  against  the  "All  Stars,"  who  are 
selected  from  the  best  players  of  the  or- 
ganized   playground    teams. 


RECREATION     LEAGUE      BULLETIN 


AMATEUR     ATHLETICS 


EDITED    BY    RAY    DAUGHERTY 


BOYS'    CLUB    LEAGUE    ADOPTS 
A    NEW    SCORING   SYSTEM. 

The  president  of  (lie  Lague,  Mr.  S.  Wiley 
Winsor.  in  response  to  many  inquiries, 
makes  the  following  statement  in  regard 
to  the  method  of  scoring  used  by  the 
Boys'  Club  Athletic  League: 

"First:  Two  places  are  scored  in  the 
heats  and  four  in  the  finals,  equalling  5 
points  for  tirst,  3  for  second,  2  for  third 
and  1  for  fourth.  Relay  teams  scoring  the 
same. 

"Second:  Award  pins  are  given  for  first, 
second  and  third  places  in  all  individual 
events  and  for  first  place  only  to  each 
member  on   the  winning  relay. 

"Third:  A  solid  gold  award  button  is 
given  to  all  boys  making  a  total  score  of 
twenty-five  points  in  one  or  any  number 
of  meets  combined,  provided  they  return 
all  silver,  bronze  and  copper  buttons  al- 
ready won.  (The  League's  secretary  keeps 
on  file  the  number  of  points  earned  by 
every    boy.) 

"The  League's  Board  of  Directors  feel 
that  this  plan  of  scoring  will  prove  an  in- 
centive to  the  boy  who  has  already  won 
several  buttons,  for  he  will  naturally  have 
his  mind's  eye  on  the  gold  one." 

The  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  has 
adopted  the  following  schedule  for  its  Bas- 
ketball   Tournament: 

Nov.  15  (110  lbs.)",  Y.  M.  I.  vs.  S.  F.  T.  V.,  at 
S.  F.   B.  C. 

Nov.  16  (120  lbs.)  T.  H.  B.  C.  vs.  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
at   P.   H.   O.   A. 

Nov.  17  (120  lbs.)  C.  P.  B.  C.  vs.  P.  P..  at 
V.    M.    I. 

Nov.  20  (110  lbs.),  C.  M.  A.  C.  vs.  T.  H.  B.  C, 
'i  t   C*     P    T-?     C* 

Nov.  21  (110  lbs.).  C.  P.  B.  C.  vs.  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
at  B'nai  B'rith. 

Nov.  21  (95  lbs.),  B.  B.  vs.  C.  P.  B.  C.  No.  1, 
at  Y.   M.   I. 

Nov.  22  (95  lbs.),  Y.  M.  I.  vs.  P.  P.,  at  S.  F. 
B    O 

Nov.  23  (35  lbs.),  S.  F.  T.  V.  vs.  S.  F.  B.  C,  at 
P.  H.  O.  A. 

Nov.  24  (130  lbs.).  C.  P.  B.  C.  vs.  S.  F.  B.  C, 
at  Y.   M.   I. 

Nov.  25  (95  lbs.).  C.  P.  B.  C.  No.  2  vs.  T.  H. 
B.   C,  at  Y.  M.  I. 

Nov.   27   (110  lbs.),    B.    B.    vs.    P.    P.,    at    C.    P. 

B.  C. 

Nov.  27  (95  lbs.),  Y.  M.  C.  A.  vs.  P.  H.  O.  A., 
4  p.  m.  at  Y.  M.  I. 

Nov.  28  (130  lbs.).  Y.  M.  C.  A.  vs.  C.  P.  B.  C, 
at  B'nai  B'rith. 

Nov.  29  (120  lbs.),  Y.  M.  I.  vs.  winner  of  P.  P.- 

C.  P.  B.  C.  at  S.  F.  B.  C. 

Dec.  1  (95  lbs.),  winners  of  C.  P.  B.  C.-T.  H. 
B.  C.  vs.  winners  of  S.  F.  T.  V.-S.  F.  B.  C,  at 
Y.    M.   I. 

Dec.  2  (110  lbs.),  winners  of  S.  F.  T.  V.-Y.  M.  I. 
vs.  winners  of  C.  P.  B.  C.-Y.  M.  C.  A.,  at  T.  H 
B.  C. 

Dec.  4  (120  lbs.),  G.  A.  C.  vs.  B.  B.,  at  C.  P. 
B.   C. 

Dec.  5  (130  lbs.),  S.  F.  B.  C.  vs.  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
at  B'nai  B'rith. 

Dec.  6  (95  lbs.),  winners  of  B.  B.-C.  P.  B.  C 
vs.  winners  of  Y.  M.  I. -P.  P.,  at  S.  F.  B.  C. 

Dec.  7  (110  lbs.),  winners  of  C.  M.-A.  C.-T.  H. 
B.  C.   vs.  winners  of  P.  P.-B.   B..  at  P.  H.   O.  A. 

Dec.  S   (announced  later). 

Dec.  9   (announced  later). 

Dec.  11  (120  lbs.),  winners  of  G.  A.  C.-B.  B 
vs.  winners  of  T.  H.  B.  C.-Y.  M.  C.  A.,  at  C.  P 
B.  C. 

Games  will   start  promptly  at   7:45   p.   m. 

Only  a  limited  number  of  spectators  can 
be  accommodated  at  most  of  these  courts, 
and  those  coming  to  the  games  will  be 
expected  to  conform  to  any  requirements 
that  may  be  imposed  upon  visitors  or  non- 
members  of  any  of  these  organizations. 
Spectators  will  not  be  permitted  at  the  Y. 
M.  I.  The  final  games  will  be  held  at  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building,  where  an  admission 
charge  of  ten  cents  will  probably  be  made 
to  spectators. 

Each  organization  will  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  the  spectators  it 
brings. 


P.  S.  A.  L.  Novice  Meet. 

The  annual  novice  meet  of  the  Public 
Schools  Athletic  League  was  held  at  South- 
side  Playground  on  Saturday,  November  4, 
and  Thursday,  November  9.  A  few  events 
were  postponed  to  the  later  date  on  account 
of  inclement  weather.  Franklin  School  had 
a  commanding  lead  on  the  first  day,  with 
Laguna  Honda  second.  On  Thursday,  how- 
ever, both  Adams  and  Rochambeau  came 
from  behind,  but  could  not  displace  the 
winning  school.  Franklin  won  the  meet  witb 
33  points,  Adams  placing  second  with  20 
point,  Rochambeau  was  a  close  third  with 
19  points,  while  Laguna  Honda  secured 
fourth    place. 


P.  S.  A.  L.  Soccer. 


Soccer  enthusiasm  in  the  Public  Schools 
Athletic  League  is  rapidly  increasing.  Al- 
though the  tournament  will  not  take  place 
until  January,  thirteen  schools  have  already 
lined  up  for  practice.  The  following  schools 
are  engaged  in  practice  for  the  League's 
second  annual  turnament:  Washington,  last 
year's  winner;  Sutro,  Prank  McCoppin.  Fre- 
mont, Adams,  Grant,  Bay  View,  Bernal,  Mc- 
Kinley,  Redding,  Oriental,  Everett  and  Por- 
tola.  Nine  of  these  schools  are  new  con- 
testants in  the  game. 

H.  Wilfred  Maloney,  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  California  Foot- 
ball Association,  has  used  his  kindly  offices 
to  secure  the  services  of  Stanford  students, 
who  will  coach  the  teams  without  charge, 
their  expenses  being  paid  by  the  California 
Football  Association. 


New  Basketball  Guide. 

The  Official  Spalding  Basketball  Guide  for 
1916-1917  has  appeared  and  is  being  care- 
fully studied,  by  followers  of  the  great  in- 
door and  outdoor  sport. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  last  year's 
Guide  marked  a  new  epoch  in  the  life  of 
basketball.  The  rules  for  all  amateur  play- 
ers were  made  uniform.  Committees  repre- 
senting the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  of  the 
United  States,  the  National  Collegiate  Ath- 
letic Association  and  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  united  in  formulat- 
ing rules  to  govern  all  players  of  the  game. 
Immediately  order  began  to  appear  out  of 
chaos,  and  a  year's  experience  under  the 
new  rules  has  abundantly  justified  the 
change. 

The  new  Guide  has  made  no  radical  de- 
parture from  last  year's  rules.  Many  minor 
changes  have  been  made  in  order  to  sim- 
plify and  clarify  the  playing  code  for  play- 
ers, officials  and  spectators  alike.  Several 
changes  have  been  made  that  bear  on  the 
game  as  to  equipment,  officials  and  playing 
regulations.  These  are  all  in  the  line  of 
progress  and  will  undoubtedly  result  in  fur- 
ther  popularizing   basketball. 

Various  articles  by  authorities  on  the 
game  covering  such  questions  as  officiating, 
conducting  tournaments  and  the  playing  of 
a  clean,  open  game  add  greatly  to  the  in- 
terest and  value  of  the  new  Guide. 


The  Basketball  Tournament  of  the  Public 
Schools  Athletic  League  has  progressed  as 
far  as  the  semi-finals  for  the  district  cham- 
pionships. As  soon  as  these  are  decided, 
the  finals  for  the  championship  of  the  city 
will  be  arranged  by  Supervisor  of  Athletics 
Eustace  M.  Peixotto.  The  championship 
series  will  be  played  at  Southside  Play- 
grounds, at  Seventh  and  Harrison  streets. 
Mr.  Edward  Penaluna,  director  of  Southside 
Playgrounds,  will  officiate  as  referee  for 
the  final  games. 


FIRST    INDOOR    SCHOOL    MEET 
IN   ALAMEDA   COUNTY. 

The  Alameda  County  Athletic  Associa- 
tion has  decided  upon  a  program  of  seven- 
teen events  for  the  first  indoor  public 
school  meet  of  Alameda  County,  w^hich  will 
be  held  at  the  Oakland  Auditorium  on  Sat- 
urday  evening,   November    25. 

Professor  G.  H.  Pfund,  head  of  the  physi- 
cal training  department  of  the  Oakland 
schools,  who  is  one  of  the  organization's 
most  active  workers,  is  putting  in  consider- 
able time  in  preparing  the  Oakland  boys 
for  their  various  events,  while  over  in  Ala- 
meda, Professor  Otto  Rittler  has  many 
active  teams  in  training.  W.  L.  Seawright 
will  handle  the  Berkeley  team.  The  Uni- 
versity of  California  has  been  asked  to  send 
a  number  of  its  track  men  out  among  the 
schools  and  give  the  youngsters  their"  best 
advice.  These  athletes  will  act  in  con- 
junction and  under  the  direction  of  Walter 
Christie,   the  University   coach. 

Entry  blanks  were  distributed  to  all  the 
schools  this  week  by  Secretary  Jay  B. 
Nash,  the  following  classes  and  events  hav- 
ing been  decided  upon: 

70-lb.  Class— 40-yard  dash. 

80-lb.  Class— 40-yard  dash  and  150-yard 
relay   for   four  boys. 

90-lb.  Class — 50-yard  dash  and  150-yard 
relay  for   four  boys. 

100-lb.  Class — 50-yard  dash,  standing 
broad  jump  and  150-yard  relays  for  four 
boys. 

110-lb.  Class — 50-yard  dash,  running  high 
jump  and  200-yard  relay,  each  boy  to  run 
50  yards. 

120-lb.  Class — 50-yard  dash,  running  high 
jump  and  200-yard  relay,  each  boy  to  run 
50  yards. 

Unlimited  Class— 50-yard  dash,  running 
high  jump  and  300-yard  relay,  each  bov  to 
run    75   yards. 

The  price  of  admission  for  the  meet  has 
been  fixed  at  25  cents  for  adults  and  10 
cents   for   children. 

The  meet  will  be  conducted  by  Herbert 
Hauser,  secretary  of  the  Pacific  Association 
of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union. 


Boys'  Club  League  Gives  Show. 

An  audience  of  goodly  proportions  ap- 
plauded the  efforts  of  the  youthful  actors. 
dancers,  acrobats  and  singers  who  volun- 
teered their  services  to  aid  the  show  given 
by  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  to  pro- 
vide medals  for  winners  of  their  events  in 
the  meets  and  tournaments  of  the  League's 
schedule  of  sports. 


To  Enjoy  Your  Ice  Skating 

you  must  have  good  skates  and  shoes. 
Any  old  kind  won't  do.  The  Spalding 
kind  will.  Made  from  the  best  of 
material  after  models  furnished  by 
the  world's  greatest  skaters.  They 
are  guaranteed  to  give  the  best  all- 
around  service. 


Write  or  call  for  a  Catalogue. 
A.  G.  SPALDING  &  BROS 

156  Geary  Street,  San  Francisco. 
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DON'T  BULKHEAD  THE  BOY" 

By  D.  Wooster  Taylor. 
Superintendent    of    the    children's    Playground.   Golden   Gate   Park. 


THERE  is  a  certain  stream  in  one  of 
our  near-by  bay  counties  that  for  years 
was  the  delight  of  every  seeker  of  beauty, 
quietude  and  shade.  It  begins  somewhere 
in  the  hills  and  ends  somewhere  in  the 
bay.  No  one  ever  concerned  himself  much 
about  its  source  or  its  course.  A  shy  trout 
or  two  lurked  in  the  deeper  holes,  screened 
by  overhanging  willowr  or  blackberry  bram- 
bles, but  it  was  an  indifferent  brook  for 
anglers,  and  the  few  who  tried  met  with 
poor  success.  It  was  neither  swift  enough 
to  turn  a  mill  wheel  nor  calm  enough  in 
sunlit  places  to  permit  comfortable  bath- 
ing. Altogether,  it  appeared  to  be  without 
definite  purpose  or  direction,  and  yet  there 
was  an  indescribable  charm  to  its  uncer- 
tain windings,  a  fascination  about  its  ever- 
changing  banks  and  limpid  ripples,  that 
made  it  dear  to  a  great  many  of  us,  chil- 
dren and  grown-ups  alike. 

The  other  day,  after  some  years  of  ab- 
sence, I  had  occasion  to  visit  this  stream. 
The  village  had  been  incorporated.  The 
brook  had  been  made  to  conform  to  cer- 
tain real  estate  tracts  and  sanitary  rules. 
Its  banks,  which  had  the  habit  of  caving  in 
at  high  water,  had  been  boarded  up  or 
bulkheaded  with  heavy  posts  and  planks. 
Little  inlets  had  been  filled.  Dangerous 
over-hanging  trees  had  been  cut.  It  was 
no  longer  a  wandering  brook,  but  an  open, 
well-marked  channel,  a  drainage  ditch.  It 
served  a  purpose,  namely,  to  carry  off  the 
rain  water  from  bordering  fifty-foot  lots. 
In  other  words,  it  had  become  of  practical 
and  commercial  use  to  the  community,  it 
was  regulated,  directed,  conserved  and  con- 
fined in  its  activity,  but  at  what  a  cost! 
Its  picturesque  beauty,  grace,  naturalness, 
all  were  gone.  There  was  no  joyous  free- 
dom in  the  movement  of  its  waters,  no 
atmosphere  of  unexpectedness  or  surprise 
in  man-made  contour  of  its  banks.  It  was 
well  behaved  —  there  is  no  doubt  about 
that.  It  was  no  longer  a  source  of  trouble, 
but  it  was  also  no  longer  a  source  of  de- 
light.    Its  natural  playfulness  was  gone. 

If  we  are  aiming  at  anything  at  all  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  it  is  just  this  idea  of 
naturalness,  naturalness  of  surroundings 
and  naturalness  of  enjoyment.  We  do  not 
want  to  bulkhead  the  stream  of  simple 
pleasure  that  people  find  in  this  broad 
patch  of  country-side  set  down  in  the  heart 
of  their  city.  There  is  a  well-defined  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  Park  Commission,  for 
instance,  to  discourage  the  erection  of  any 
more  buildings,  except  where  necessity  ab- 
solutely demands.  When  Superintendent 
John  McLaren  lays  out  a  new  path,  its 
trend  follows  the  natural  contour  of  slope 
or  dell.  Hills  are  not  torn  away  to  make 
it  straight  or  trees  chopped  down.  Trees, 
flowers,  shrubbery,  even  the  statues,  seem 
to  belong.  Nothing  is  forced  upon  your 
notice.  You  are  not  told  to  go  here  and 
there,  but  left  of  your  own  free  will  to  dis- 
cover and  delight  in  what  you  find.  It 
may  all  seem  without  purpose,  it  perhaps 
lacks  the  educational  value  that  would 
obtain  if  each  plant  were  labeled  with  its 
several  botanical  names,  but  the  point  is 
that  there  are  times  when  people  want  to 
play,  and  play  their  own  way.  Some  get 
more  pleasure  in  stretching  out  full  length 
on  the  grass,  with  the  warm  sun  on  their 


hacks,  than  they  would  listening  to  Caruso 
at  the  bandstand.  One  would  rather  ride, 
another  walk,  sail  a  miniature  yacht,  prac- 
tice fly  casting  on  Stow  Lake,  or  put  in 
an  athletic  hour  at  the  Stadium  or  tennis 
courts. 

The  park  says  to  these  people:  "I  am 
here  for  your  pleasure.  Do  anything,  or 
nothing,  as  it  suits.  This  is  your  big  play- 
ground; relax,  rest,  enjoy  yourself  in  your 
own  way." 

Which  brings  me,  in  a  rather  round- 
about and  tedious  way,  you  will  think,  to 
the  Children's  Playground,  a  corner  of  the 
park  governed  by  the  Park  Commission, 
set  aside  exclusively  for  children  and  dedi- 
cated to  play.  Set  in  a  sort  of  grass-grown, 
tree-covered  bowl,  it  conforms  to  the  first 
principle  of  the  park — that  of  naturalness. 
The  stone  structure  on  the  knoll  might 
well  be  an  old  feudal  castle,  although  in 
reality  it  is  a  place  where  mother  can  get 
a  glass  of  milk  for  the  baby,  a  sandwich 
for  herself  and  a  couple  of  ice-cream  cones 
for  the  boys.  The  point  is  that  it  har- 
monizes with  the  general  scheme  of  things, 
just  as  the  donkey  and  goat  track  winds 
away  through  the  shrubbery  and  loses 
itself  like  the  stream  I  referred  to. 

It  is  a  natural  playground.  The  children 
who  come  to  it  are  natural  boys  and  girls, 
and  I,  by  mere  force  of  environment  and 
instinct,  try  to  be  as  natural  as  they.  I 
must  confess,  then,  that  when  I  received  a 
little  note  from  Mr.  Peixotto,  the  League's 
Secretary,  asking  me  to  write  something 
about  my  "work"  at  the  Playground,  I 
was,  to  use  the  vernacular,  "stumped."  I 
never  thought  of  it  that  way  before.  I 
will  not  profess  to  be  ignorant  of  the  gen- 
eral playground  movement,  its  objects  or 
its  achievements.  I  subscribe  heartily  to 
these  ettorts,  and  laud  the  success  that  has 
attended  the  fine  purpose  of  providing 
places,  facilities  and  opportunities  for  play 
and  recreation. 

But  I  decline  to  call  it  a  "mission,"  to 
make  any  set  rule  or  schedule  by  which 
the  child  shall  play,  or  to  regard  it  as  an 
abstract  thing  upon  which  theories  and 
axioms  shall  be  built  until  the  child's  indi- 
viduality and  identity  are  buried  beneath 
them.  I  realize  that  this  will  be  regarded 
as  old-fashioned,  perhaps  narrow  and  un- 
enlightened. But  the  brook  I  was  telling 
you  about  was  old-fashioned,  and  I  do  not 
believe  in  "bulkheading"  a  boy  any  more 
than  I  do  a  brook  in  the  matter  of  whole- 
some play.  The  grace,  strength  and  beauty 
come  in  the  unhindered  and  unfettered 
flow  of  the  stream,  the  spontaneous  laugh- 
ter of  its  ripples.  It  is  well  enough  to 
prescribe  for  a  child  when  he  is  ill,  but 
when  lie's  well,  let  him  prescribe  his  own 
play.  I  would  rather  see  a  little  girl  make 
useless  mud-cakes  than  cooking-school  muf- 
fins. She  will  get  enough  of  the  latter 
when  she  is  grown,  but  in  all  pity  let  her 
have  her  mud-cake  days  to  look  back 
upon.  The  boy  who  slides  down  the 
proverbial  cellar  door  or  makes  a  swinging 
trapeze  out  of  a  section  of  broom  handle 
and  his  mother's  clothesline  is  having  far 
more  fun  and  developing  far  more  initia- 
tive than  the  lad  who  uses  the  playground 
apparatus.  Standing  in  line  and  waiting 
(Continued  on   page  2.) 


AMATEUR     STATUS     RECEIVES 
A    NEW    DEFINITION. 

Important  Revision  of  Rules. 

By  Robt.  W.   Dodd. 

First    Vice-President   of    the    Amateur    Athletic 
Union   of   the    United   Sta 

In  the  last  few  years  there  lias  been  a 
growing  feeling  among  those  supporting 
amateur  athletics  throughout  this  country 
that  the  definition  of  an  amateur,  while  it 
was  perfectly  suitable  to  our  needs  in  years 
gone  by,  might  be  advantageously  revised 
to  meet  present-day  conditions.  Progres- 
sive ideas  in  athletics  led  to  the  holding 
of  a  series  of  meetings  in  New  York  dur- 
ing the  month  of  December,  1915,  for  the 
purpose  of  arriving  at  a  definition  of  an 
amateur  that  would  satisfy  all  branches 
of  sport. 

These  meetings  were  arranged  by  the 
Intercollegiate  Amateur  Athletic  Associa- 
tion of  America.  Representatives  of  all 
branches  of  sport  were  invited  to  attend. 
The  Legislation  Committee  of  the  Amateur 
Athletic  Union  attended  the  meetings  and 
greatly  assisted  in  developing  the  definition 
that  was  ultimately  agreed  upon.  At  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  A.  A.  U.  held  in  New- 
York  last  month  this  definition,  slightly 
modified,  was  presented  and  adopted. 

There  is  a  very  great  deal  which  might 
be  said  in  explanation  of  the  new  defini- 
tion, but  space  will  not  permit  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  It  might  simply  be  said  that 
quite  a  number  of  athletes  who  up  to  the 
present  have  been  ineligible  to  receive  reg- 
istration as  amateurs  are  now  in  a  position 
to  receive  registration  and  compete  as 
amateurs. 

In  the  "Reinstatement  of  Eligibility  to 
Compete  as  an  Amateur,"  reference  is  made 
a  number  of  times  to  Article  III  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  A.  A.  U.  This  article 
deals  with   jurisdiction  and  is  as  follows: 

This  Union  recognizes  all  amateur  sports 
and  claims  jurisdiction  over  the  following 
classes: 

1.  Basketball. 

2.  Boxing. 

3.  Gymnastics. 
I.     Handball. 

5.  Running,  including  obstacle  racing  and 
steeple-chasing. 

6.  Jumping: 

7.  Pole  vaulting. 

8.  rutting  the  shot  and  throwing  the  ham- 
mer,  weights,  javelin  and  discus. 

9.  Swimming, 
in.     Tug-of-war. 

11.  Walking. 

12.  Wrestling. 

AMATEUR    DEFINITION. 

1.  An  amateur  sportsman  is  one  who  en- 
gages in  sport  solely  for  the  pleasure  and 
physical,  mental  or  social  benefits  he  derives 
therefrom  and  to  whom  sport  is  nothing 
more  than  an  avocation. 

acts  of   DISBARMENT. 

A  person  shall  cease  to  be  eligible  to  com- 
pete as  an  amateur  by  committing  any  of 
the  following  acts: 

( a  i  Fraud — By  participating  in  any  com- 
petition or  exercise  in  any  sport  under  an 
assumed  name  or  by  being  guilty  of  any 
fraud  or  other  grossly  unsportsmanlike  con- 
duct in  connection  therewith. 

(in  Competing  tor  Mxtney — By  directly  or 
indirectly  receiving  pay  or  financial  benefits 
in  consideration  of  or  as  a  reward  for  par- 
ticipating in  any  sport  in  any  public  compe- 
tition or  exhibition  or  disposing  of  prizes 
for  personal  gain. 

<r)  Coaching  for  Money — By  directly  or 
indirectly  receiving  pay  or  financial  benefits 
(Continued   on   page   3.) 
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WE  think  that: 

THE  world  today  is  divided  by  two  very 
distinct  points  of  view:  that  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  laissez  faire— 
called  freedom  by  its  proponents  and  "devil 
take  the  hindmost"  by  its  enemies,  and  the 
doctrine  of  social  regulation  and  control 
dubbed  by  its  antagonists  as  "paternalism." 
Both  of  these  points  of  view  apply  to  the 
recreation  movement  as  well  as  to  other 
things  in  the  body  politic,  and,  especially  in 
regard  to  play,  does  the  let-alone  idea  pre- 
sent a  most  alluring  picture.  It  is  not  far 
wrong  to  say  that  both  of  these  doctrines 
pushed  to  the  extreme  are  like  most  extreme 
things,  unsound.  A  playground  so  supervised 
that  everything  is  ordered  as  though  the 
children  were  in  school  is  not  a  temple  to 
the  spirit  of  play,  any  more  than  is  the  un- 
supervised playground  where  the  strong  ex- 
clude the  weak  and  the  foul-tongued,  wolfish 
gangs  foregather,  a  happy  spot  for  little 
children.  Those  who  condemn  supervision 
generally  do  not  understand  it.  They  merely 
express  a  reactionary  tendency  to  the  ideals 
of  the  "natural  man"  of  Rousseau  who  never 
existed.  The  logical  conclusion  of  their 
ideals  is  anarchy — the  most  beautiful  con- 
ception on  earth  but  one  apparently  unat- 
tainable to  collective  human  nature  in  its 
present  state. 

#       *       * 

IT  would  probably  be  misconstruing  Mr. 
Taylor's  article  in  the  present  issue  of 
"Recreation"  to  say  that  he  opposes  super- 
vision. He  rightly  condemns  a  type  of  in- 
competent supervision,  that  which  drives  in- 
stead of  leading.  On  his  own  playground 
there  is,  as  a  rule,  an  excellent  kind 
of  oversight — that  by  the  parents  of  the 
children  themselves.  Comparatively  few  un- 
accompanied children  visit  Golden  Gate 
Park.  It  is  not  a  neighborhood  playground. 
This  relieves  it  from  many  of  the  problems 
of  the  neighborhood  playground.  Lining 
children  up  to  a  horizontal  bar  is  not  neces- 
sary where  there  is  plenty  of  room  and  each 
may  do  as  he  pleases.  It  may  be,  where  the 
demand  for  horizontal  bars  far  exceeds  the 
supply.  We  do  not  need  trafiic  cops  in  the 
forest  primeval;  they  are  advisable  on  Mar- 
ket street. 


"DON'T  BULKHEAD  THE  BOY." 

ii'ontinued  from  page  1.) 

your  turn  to  climb  the  horizontal  ladder  is 
all  well  enough,  but  there  is  none  of  that 
spirit  of  adventure,  that  test  of  every  fac- 
ulty and  muscle,  that  sense  of  achieve- 
ment, that  conies  in  climbing  the  old  oak 
tree. 

So  I  say,  Do  not  try  to  teach  the  child  to 
play,  because  the  child  can  teach  you. 
There  are  certain  things  he  wants  to  work 
out  in  his  own  way.  He  does  not  want  to 
be  shown  or  directed,  any  more  than  you 
wish  some  one  to  take  a  puzzle  out  of  your 
hand  when  it  is  half  solved.  If  the  boy 
regards  the  playground  as  his  own,  if  he 
discovers  new  "stunts"  or  "tricks,"  or  if  he 
learns  them  in  competition  with  or  imita- 
tion of  his  playmates,  then  he  is  getting  the 
full  sport  out  of  his  play.  If  he  has  to  be 
taught  and  directed  and  guided,  then  it  is 
no  longer  play,  but  exercise.  Gymnasiums, 
physical  culture  schools  and  the  like  are 
splendid  institutions  in  themselves,  but 
they  are  not  playgrounds.  To  my  mind, 
what  we  are  trying  to  do  is  to  give  the 
child,  in  a  playground,  the  big  back  yard 
his  grandfather,  before  the  days  of  crowd- 
ed cities,  had  at  home.  It  must  be,  pri- 
marily, his  back  yard,  shared  by  two  or 
three  of  his  friends.  You  may  think,  in 
watching  a  playground,  that  hundreds  of 
children  are  playing  together.  But  the 
average  child  does  not  play  in  crowds. 
They  may  surround  him,  but  you  will  find 
that  your  own  particular  John  or  Mary 
is  intent  on  doing  something  or  other  with 
only  two  or  three  friends,  usually  two,  ob- 
livious to  the  other  hundreds.  He  ought 
to  have  a  place  to  dig  in,  or  make  some- 
thing, and  litter  things  up  a  little,  and  hit 
his  thumb,  or  cut  his  finger.  It's  remark- 
able how  much  pleasure  a  child  gets  out  of 
a  cut  finger,  showing  it  to  his  friends  and 
telling  how  he  did  it,  and  comparing  it 
in  size  and  seriousness  with  the  lacera- 
tions and  bumps  of  his  playmates. 

The  problem,  then,  if  we  have  any  in 
the  playgrounds,  is  teaching  ourselves  to 
let  the  children  alone.  If  they  can  imagine 
that  the  iron  pipe  which  they  shin  up  and 
down  is  a  slender  willow,  a  flagpole  or 
the  mast  of  a  ship,  fine  and  dandy.  If  it  is 
just  a  regulation  piece  of  playground  ap- 
paratus, to  be  ascended  and  descended  by 
certain  rules,  then  there  is  no  real  thrill 
in  the  play. 

My  own  boy,  who  is  not  quite  five  and 
lives  right  here  in  the  playground,  was 
walking  with  me  the  other  day  in  the  patch 
of  pines  across  the  lawn. 

"Daddy,"  he  said,  "I  wish  you  would 
make  me  a  swing." 

"A  swing,"  I  said,  feigning  surprise,  be- 
cause in  my  heart  I  knew  what  he  meant, 
"why,  there  are  dozens  of  fine  swings  in 
the  playground." 

"But  I  mean  a  real  swing,"  he  replied. 
"You  know,  a  long  rope  with  a  stick  tied 
on  the  bottom  that  you  swing  'way  out  on." 

All  children,  of  course,  do  not  live  in  a 
playground  as  he  does.  No  doubt  he 
wanted  something  new,  but  there  was  that 
instinctive  hankering  after  the  natural,  an 
unrestricted  swing,  that  would  "swing  'way 
out." 

My  policy  is  not  a  passive  one.  I  do  not 
believe  in  allowing  the  moss  or  rust  to 
form  on  the  playground  in  striving  for 
naturalness.  To  make  the  child  feel  that 
the  playground  which  he  must  share  with 
thousands  of  others  is  really  his  own  and 
to  give  him  the  full  enjoyment  which  he 
expects  and  is  entitled  to,  requires  some 
little  planning  and  attention.  With  a  very 
distinct  memory  of  the  shows  we  used  to 
give  when  boys  in  a  basement  or  neighbor- 
ing barn,  with  a  horse  blanket  for  a  cur- 
tain and  a  bottle  or  a  sack  as  the  price  of 
admission,    I   have    endeavored    to    couple 


this  idea  up  with  our  typical  California 
custom  of  out-doors  festivals.  Our  recent 
exposition  led  many  of  our  children  to 
expect  something  out  of  the  ordinary  on 
special  days.  But  in  planning  an  out-door 
festival,  or  any  other  festival,  there  is 
always  the  danger  of  doing  something  too 
ambitous  or  aiming  in  a  way  that  shoots 
over  the  heads  of  the  children.  I  have 
tried  to  make  these  entertainments  such  as 
the  children  themselves  would  devise, 
something  neither  beyond  their  understand- 
ing nor  their  own  possibilities  of  perform- 
ance. My  committees  in  planning  these  holi- 
day festivals  are  for  the  most  part  children. 

"What  do  you  think  of  this?"  I  ask,  "or 
that?" 

"Oh!  goody,  goody!"  cries  the  little 
girl  at  my  elbow;  or  "Oh!  I  don't  think  that 
would  be  so  much  fun;  do  you?"  says  the 
boy,  and  we  thresh  out  its  possibilities. 
Our  Easter  egg  hunt,  for  instance,  in  which 
we  gave  real  live  rabbits  to  the  finders  of 
certain  eggs,  and  other  prizes,  such  as  free 
rides,  ice-cream,  popcorn,  etc.,  for  eggs  of 
various  colors,  all  of  which  had  been  hid- 
den in  the  long  grass  and  shrubbery, 
caught  the  children's  fancy  instantly.  To 
add  to  the  reality  of  it,  we  got  a  huge 
papier-mache  rabbit  nine  feet  tall,  who 
moved  his  ears  and  rolled  his  eyes.  We  set 
him  on  a  nest  in  the  very  center  of  the 
prize  booth,  surrounded  him  by  a  cage  of 
live  rabbits,  and  you  can  well  believe  that 
about  half  the  children  in  the  egg  hunt 
gave  our  nine-foot  bunny  full  credit  for 
their  fun. 

Thus  we  have  had  celebrations  prac- 
tically every  month  since  the  playground 
became  my  home  last  February.  Wash- 
ington's birthday  began  it,  and  in  the 
middle  of  winter  we  had  a  perfect  day  for 
that,  our  first  celebration,  as  we  have  had 
for  each  successive  one.  Then  came  an 
out-door  circus,  in  which  the  Olympic  Club 
and  others  helped  take  in  enough  nickels 
and  dimes  to  buy  a  fine  military  band 
organ  for  our  merry-go-round,  where  we 
had  not  had  music  for  some  twenty  years. 

Then  there  was  May  Day,  with  its  tremen- 
dous crowds,  its  tons  of  candy  for  the 
kiddies,  its  ribbons  and  streamers;  July 
4th,  sham  battle,  minute  men,  historic  tab- 
leaux; October,  and  its  ghostly  Hallowe'en 
and  farm  festival  games,  and  various  other 
lesser  events,  with  queen  contests,  pageant 
parades,  athletic  exhibitions,  music,  songs, 
grotesque  animals  tumbling  on  the  lawns. 

I  can  only  give  a  sort  of  futurist  jumble  of 
it,  because  I  seem  to  have  forgotten,  writ- 
ing this,  what  ten  years  of  newspaper  ex- 
perience taught  me — brevity.  But  the  idea 
back  of  it  all  is  naturalness,  having  the 
children  entertain  the  children,  giving  the 
old  bottle  and  sack  show,  but  on  a  scale 
big  enough  and  varied  enough  for  thou- 
sands instead  of  dozens,  remembering  all 
the  time  that  the  playground  is  a  play- 
ground, and  that  the  child  is  an  individ- 
ual, reaching  out  always  for  self-expres- 
sion, enjoying  most  of  all  the  play  he 
makes  for  himself,  and,  secondly,  the  kind 
of  play  he  could  make  if  given  the  oppor- 
tunity. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  members  for  November, 
1916: 

William   Denman.  Dr.   W.   P.  Lucas. 

S.   I.  Wormser.  The    Emporium. 

Mrs.    Louis   Sloss.  Joseph   S.   Tobin. 

Wm.   H.    Nicoll.  Wm.    L.    Gerstle. 

Miss   Ethel   Moore. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Haywards. 

Mrs.  E.   L.  Baldwin. 

Dolphin  Swimming  and  Boating  Club. 

Mrs.    George   Wale. 

Mrs.    Richard    Newman. 

Mrs.   Henry  Sinsheimer. 

Mr.   and  Mrs.   J.   C.   Astredo. 

Mrs.    Alfred    Greencbaum. 

Mis.   Joseph   Ehrman. 

J.   Emmet  Hayden. 
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AQUATIC    PARK    SEEMS     NOW 
TO   BE   ASSURED. 

Important  Announcement   at  Luncheon. 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  general  council 
of  the  Recreation  League  of  San  Francisco 
was  held  at  the  Palace  Hotel  on  Thursday, 
December  7,  1916,  at  12:15,  with  President 
Jesse  W.  Lilienthal  in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  several  mat- 
ters on  which  the  League  had  long  been 
working  seemed  to  be  coming  to  a  successful 
fruition;  among  them  the  Aquatic  Park,  the 
promotion  of  pageantry  as  a  means  of  civic 
celebrations,  the  conversion  of  Jefferson 
Square  from  a  park  to  a  playground. 

Supervisor  J.  Emmet  Hayden,  chairman 
of  the  Municipal  Christmas  Eve  Celebration, 
first  announced  that  as  chairman  of  the 
Lands  and  Tunnels  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors,  he  had  a  unanimous  report 
from  the  three  appraisers  of  the  Aquatic 
Park  which  was  very  favorable  to  the  City 
and  he  felt  sure  that  his  committee  would 
recommend  the  exchange  of  lands  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

He  then  outlined  briefly  the  history  of  the 
outdoor  celebrations,  commencing  at  Lotta's 
Fountain  in  1910.  He  told  how  the  matter 
had  been  taken  up  in  other  cities.  He  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  although  San  Fran- 
cisco had  had  these  outdoor  celebrations 
since  1910,  that  this  year  for  the  first  time 
it  would  be  under  the  auspices  of  the  City. 
He  stated  he  was  much  impressed  with  the 
Columbus  Day  pageant  and  then  and  there 
determined  that  Christmas  eve  should  be 
similarly  celebrated,  and  paid  a  tribute  to 
Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton,  chairman  of  the 
League's  Pageant  Section. 

He  also  spoke  of  the  plans  for  the  Christ- 
mas tree  at  Golden  Gate  Park  and  of  the 
work  that  Miss  Hattie  Mooser,  the  chairman 
of  the  Christmas  Day  Committee,  had  done 
for  many  years  in  this  connection. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Cross,  field  scout  commissioner 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  said  it  pleased 
him  very  much  to  be  able  to  speak  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Recreation  League  because  he 
felt  that  the  Boy  Scout  movement  was  in 
line  with  what  the  League  was  endeavoring 
to  do  for  boys;  that  the  work  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  in  San  Francisco  might  almost  have 
been  expressed  by  the  secretary  as  one  of 
the  things  the  League  had  been  working  for. 
He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  Boys'  Section  the 
need  was  expressed  for  adult  leadership  for 
organized  groups  of  boys,  and  that  it  was 
just  this  leadership  the  Boy  Scouts  pro- 
posed to  give. 

He  outlined  briefly  the  Scout  oath  and  law 
and  said  that  the  movement  was  not  a  mili- 
tary one,  but  an  educational  and  service 
scheme. 

Corporal  Peter  Peshon,  Inspector  of 
Motion  Pictures,  Police  Department,  told  of 
the  history  of  censorship  in  San  Fran- 
cisco; of  the  difficulties  and  disagreements 
of  the  former  board  and  of  its  abolition, 
following  which  he  was  appointed  inspector. 
He  told  of  the  methods  of  exhibitors  in 
using  private  exhibitions  to  inveigle  people 
into  approval  of  films  and  requested  that 
the  members  of  the  League  be  not  parties 
to  such  exhibits;  that  they  interfered  with 
the  officers  who  were  trying  to  do  their 
duty  in  this  matter. 

He  called  attention  to  the  difference  of 
opinion  in  what  was  proper  and  improper 
and  said  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  too 
strict  in  this  matter.  He  condemned  pictures 
of  the  nude,  saying  that  he  could  see  nothing 
of  art  in  such  photographs. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gerberding  said  that  there 
was  a  plan  on  foot  to  produce  the  Court  of  the 
Ages  in  Jefferson  Square  and  asked  that  con- 
sideration be  given  to  this  plan  in  connection 
with  any  scheme  to  put  a  playground  there. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


NEW    AMATEUR    RULES. 

(Continued  from  page  1.) 
in  consideration  of  or  as  a  reward  for  in- 
structing or  preparing  any  person  in  or  for 
any  competition,  exhibition  or  exercise  in 
any  sport  when  such  act  was  not  merely  an 
incident  to  his  main  vocation  or  employ- 
ment. 

(d)  Capitalization  of  Athletic  Fame — By 
granting  or  sanctioning  the  use  of  one's 
name  to  advertise  or  promote  the  sale  of  or 
to  act  as  the  personal  solicitor  for  the  sale, 
or  as  the  actual  salesman,  of  sporting  goods, 
prizes,  trophies,  or  other  commodities  for 
use  chiefly  in  or  in  connection  with  games 
or  exhibitions  in  any  sport,  or 

By  engaging  for  pay  or  financial  benefit 
in  any  occupation  or  business  transaction 
wherein  his  usefulness  or  value  arises  chiefly 
from  the  publicity  given  or  to  be  given  to 
the  reputation  or  fame  which  he  has  secured 
from  his  performances  in  any  sport  rather 
than  from  his  ability  to  perform  the  usual 
and  natural  acts  and  duties  incident  to  such 
occupation  or  transaction. 

(e)  Competing  Against  or  With  Ineligible 
Persons — 

1.  By  participating  in  any  public  compe- 
tition or  exhibition  as  an  individual  and  not 
merely  as  a  member  of  a  team  against  one 
or  more  persons  ineligible  to  compete  as  an 
amateur  in  the  sport  in  which  such  partici- 
pation occurred,  without  having  obtained  as 
a  condition  precedent  special  permission  to 
do  so  from  the  organization  governing  such 
competition  or  exhibition,  unless  it  is  the 
general  practice  or  custom  in  such  sport  for 
such  character  of  competition  or  exhibition 
to  take  place. 

2.  By  participating  in  any  public  compe- 
tition or  exhibition  as  a  member  of  a  team 
upon  which  there  are  one  or  more  members 
who  have  received,  do  receive  or  who  are  to 
receive  directly  or  indirectly,  pay  or  finan- 
cial benefits  for  participating,  without  hav- 
ing obtained  as  a  condition  precedent  the 
consent  in  writing  thus  to  participate  from 
the  National  Registration  Committee  or,  in 
case  of  a  college  student,  from  the  proper 
faculty  authority  of  the  university  or  col- 
lege of  which  he  is  at  the  time  of  such  par- 
ticipation a  matriculated  student. 

3.  By  participating  in  any  public  compe- 
tition or  exhibition  as  a  member  of  a  team 
against  another  team  one  or  more  members 
of  which  are  ineligible  to  compete  as  ama- 
teurs in  the  sport  in  which  such  participa- 
tion occurred,  unless  the  team  competed 
against  represents  a  well-established  organi- 
zation and  also  unless  the  contest  or  exhibi- 
tion is  in  a  generally  recognized  sport  and 
either  between  groups  of  players  participat- 
ing at  one  time  or  consists  of  a  series  of  in- 
dividual contests  which,  both  as  to  the  num- 
ber and  character  thereof,  constitute  a  gen- 
erally recognized  series  of  standard  events. 

PARDONING  POWER. 

The  Board  of  Governors  shall  have  the 
power  to  relieve  a  person  of  the  effect  of  his 
commission  of  any  of  the  acts  by  reason  of 
which  he  would  cease  to  be  eligible  to  com- 
pete as  an  amateur,  when  it  is  shown  to  its 
satisfaction  that  such  act  was  committed 
through  ignorance  (of  the  character — not 
consequences — thereof),  inadvertence,  or  ex- 
cusable error  or  was  committed  in  a  sport 
in  which  there  was  at  the  time  of  commis- 
sion no  general  competition  by  amateurs  or 
was  made  obligatory  by  military  authority. 

REINSTATEMENT   TO   ELIGIBILITY    TO   COMPETE  AS 
AN    AMATEUR. 

2.  (aa)  One  who  has  committed  an  act 
set  down  in  Clause  a  of  Section  1  shall  never 
thereafter  be  permitted  to  compete  as  an 
amateur. 

(66)  One  who  has  committed  an  act  set 
down  in  Clause  6  of  Section  1  in  connection 
with  any  of  the  sports  or  exercises  enumer- 
ated in  Article  III  of  this  Constitution  shall 


LETTERS     TELL     REMARKABLE 
SUCCESS   IN   NEW   FIELD. 

Three  Towns  Follow  Rogers'  Lead. 

James  Edward  Rogers,  our  former  secre- 
tary, writes  that  he  has  achieved  success  in 
three  of  the  four  cities  in  which  he  has  been 
working  since  his  leaving  San  Francisco. 

In  Peoria,  Illinois,  the  city  council  has 
unanimously  passed  an  ordinance,  drawn  by 
Mr.  Rogers,  providing  for  a  Recreation  Com- 
mission. This  body  will  have  charge  of  the 
activities  in  the  large  park  and  school 
grounds  which  the  city  already  has.  The 
mayor  has  also  been  guided  in  the  selection 
of  the  members  of  the  commission  by  Mr. 
Rogers  so  that  the  entire  subject  has  been 
kept  out  of  politics. 

In  Galesburg,  Illinois,  the  city  council 
passed  a  similar  ordinance  by  a  vote  of  13 
to  1 — a  surprising  result,  as  considerable 
opposition  was  expected. 

In  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Rogers  has 
organized  the  work  under  the  direction  of 
the  school  board  and  has  been  able  for  the 
first  time  to  make  the  program  an  all-year- 
round,  instead  of  merely  a  summer  one. 

Mr.  Rogers  has  hopes  that  in  Joliet,  the 
other  city  in  which  he  has  been  working, 
a  similar  ordinance  may  be  obtained. 

never  thereafter  be  permitted  to  compete  as 
an  amateur  in  any  of  the  sports  or  exercises 
over  which  this  Union  has  jurisdiction;  but 
where  such  act  was  not  committed  in  con- 
nection with  any  of  the  sports  or  exercises 
enumerated  in  said  Article  III,  the  Board  of 
Governors  is  empowered  to  reinstate  such 
person  to  eligibility  to  compete  as  an  ama- 
teur in  the  sports  and  exercises  over  which 
this  Union  has  jurisdiction  upon  it  being 
shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Board  (1) 
that  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  com- 
mission of  said  act  and  (2)  that  the  said 
person  intends  never  to  commit  any  further 
act  or  acts  which  would  render  him  ineligi- 
ble to  compete  as  an  amateur. 

(cc)  The  Board  of  Governors  is  empow- 
ered to  reinstate  to  eligibility  to  compete  as 
an  amateur  in  the  sports  or  exercises  over 
which  this  Union  has  jurisdiction  one  who 
has  committed  an  act  set  down  in  Clause  c 
of  Section  1  upon  it  being  shown  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  said  Board  (1)  that  the  instruc- 
tion or  preparation  was  not  given  in  con- 
nection with  any  of  the  sports  or  exercises 
enumerated  in  Article  III  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, or,  if  it  was,  that  five  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  giving  of  such  instruction 
or  preparation  and  (2)  that  the  said  person 
intends  never  to  resume  such  instruction  or 
preparation  or  to  commit  any  other  act  or 
acts  which  would  render  him  ineligible  to 
compete  as  an  amateur. 

(dd)  The  Board  of  Governors  is  empow- 
ered to  reinstate  to  eligibility  to  compete  as 
an  amateur  in  the  sports  and  exercises  over 
which  this  Union  has  jurisdiction  one  who 
has  committed  an  act  set  down  in  Clause  d 
of  Section  1  upon  it  being  shown  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  said  Board  (1)  that  such  person 
has  ceased  to  commit  any  of  the  acts,  or  to 
engage  in  any  of  the  pursuits  or  practices 
set  down  in  said  clause  and  (2)  that  said 
person  intends  never  again  to  commit  any 
of  the  said  acts,  or  to  engage  in  any  of  the 
said  pursuits  or  practices. 

(ee)  The  Board  of  Governors  is  empow- 
ered to  reinstate  to  eligibility  to  compete  as 
an  amateur  in  the  sports  and  exercises  over 
which  this  Union  has  jurisdiction  one  who 
has  committed  any  of  the  acts  set  down  in 
Clause  e  of  Section  1  upon  it  being  shown  to 
the  satisfaction  of  said  Board  (i)  that  his 
said  competition  was  not  in  any  of  the  sports 
or  exercises  enumerated  in  Article  III  of  this 
Constitution,  or,  if  it  was,  that  one  year  has 
elapsed  since  such  competition,  and  (2)  that 
such  person  intends  never  again  to  commit 
such  act. 
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WANTED— A    BASKETBALL 
COURT. 

Till:  hosts  of  basketball  enthusiasts 
are  gathering  and  the  sound  of  the 
referee's  whistle  makes  sweet  music  in  the 
players'  ears.  Grammar  schools,  high 
schools,  colleges,  boys'  clubs,  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s, 
athletic  clubs,  churches,  playgrounds,  are 
all  entering  the  lists  with  numberless  teams 
in  all  weight  classes,  from  the  95-pound 
midgets  up  to  the  husky  unlimited  teams. 
The  number  of  players  and  those  who  are 
enthusiastic  followers  of  the  game  mounts 
into  the  tens  of  thousands  in  San  Francisco 
alone. 

Such  a  following  in  baseball  necessitates — 
and  receives — baseball  diamonds  with  ac- 
commodations for  spectators  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  city.  But  where  is  there  a  basket- 
ball court  in  San  Francisco  with  proper 
facilities  for  players  and  spectators  alike? 
Echo  answers,  where? 

Our  transbay  friends  are  better  supplied; 
several  good  sized  courts  are  available. 
Notably,  the  city  fathers  in  Oakland  have 
recognized  the  recreational  needs  of  their 
young  people  and  have  tendered  the  use  of 
the  Municipal  Auditorium  on  a  percentage 
basis  to  the  Basketball  Committee  of  the 
Pacific  Association  of  the  A.  A.  U.  for  their 
tournament  games  this  year. 

A  great  need  is  indicated  here  for  a  recrea- 
tion hall — under  private  or  public  auspices, 
preferably  the  latter — where  organizations 
of  a  non-profit  making  nature  could  conduct 
dances,  games  of  an  athletic  nature,  meet- 
ings and  many  other  activities  of  benefit  to 
themselves  and  the  community  in  general. 
Such  a  building,  with  moderate  charges  for 
its  use,  would  fill  a  long-felt  want  and  at 
the  same  time  prove  self-supporting. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES. 


P.  S.  A.  L.  Basketball. 

The  basketball  schedule  for  the  Public 
Schools  Athletic  League  has  come  to  a  suc- 
cessful conclusion  under  the  new  system  by 
which  all  the  games  were  handled  on  the 
municipal  playgrounds,  with  the  directors 
officiating  as  referees. 

District  winners  were  as  follows: 
DISTRICT  I. 
95-lb.  class — Washington. 
110-lb.  class — Yerba  Buena. 
125-lb.  class — Adams. 

DISTRICT  II. 
95-lb.  class — Hamilton. 
110-lb.  class — Hamilton. 
125-lb.  class — Hamilton. 

DISTRICT  III. 
95-lb.  class — Columbia. 
110-lb.  class — Columbia. 
125-lb.  class — Lincoln. 

DISTRICT  IV. 
95-lb.  class — Fairmount. 
110-lb.  class — Fairaiount. 
125-lb.  class — Fairmount. 
The  finals  were  played  at  Southside  Play- 
ground and  eighteen  games  were  required  to 
decide  the  city  championship. 

Fairmount  School  won  the  championship 
in  the  95-lb.  class,  Yerba  Buena  School  in 
the  110-lb.  class,  and  Adams  School  in  the 
125-lb.  class. 


A  Fine  Record. 

The  95-pound  basketball  team  of  the  Col- 
umbia Park  Boys'  Club  has  a  remarkable 
record  for  the  season,  having  wron  eighteen 
games  without  suffering  a  defeat.  The  team 
has  been  coached  by  Charles  F.  Norton, 
head  wrorker  of  the  club. 


The  Playground  Commission  has  granted 
the  use  of  the  Auditorium  of  Jackson  Play- 
ground to  the  graduating  class  of  Irving  M. 
Scott  School.  The  exercises  will  be  con- 
ducted on  Friday  night,  December  15.  An 
interesting  program  of  recitations  and  musi- 
cal numbers  will  be  given. 

*  *       * 
Preparations  are  under  way  at  Southside 

Playgrounds  for  a  merry  welcome  to  Santa 
Claus.  Two  days  will  be  devoted  to  the 
very  small  children,  who  will  have  the 
Christmas  tree  all  to  themselves.  Then  the 
junior  girls  and  boys  will  have  their  turn; 
the  older  children  will  be  invited  to  an 
evening  party  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Girls'  Club. 

During  the  autumn  months  a  series  of 
Sunday  baseball  games  of  great  interest 
drew  large  crowds  of  enthusiastic  spectators 
to  the  Southside  Playgrounds.  The  contend- 
ing teams  were  the  Canon  Kips  and  the 
Young  Men's  Institute  team  of  San  Rafael. 
The  Y.  M.  I.  team  wron  the  first  game  with  a 
score  of  1  to  0.  The  four  succeeding  games 
were  won  by  the  Canon  Kip  boys  with  a 
margin  of  one  run  in  each  game.  The  gen- 
eralship of  the  local  pitcher,  Henry  Robke, 
when  the  bases  w*ere  occupied,  attracted 
favorable  comment. 

Apparatus  tests  for  boys  are  now  being 
held  weekly  at  Hamilton  Playground.  Con- 
tests have  been  conducted  on  the  traveling 
rings  for  endurance  and  upon  the  entire 
apparatus  against  time.  At  present  the 
traveling  rings  record  is  held  by  Jack  Woolf, 
who  made  a  continuous  circuit  of  60  rings. 
The  entire  apparatus,  consisting  of  two 
slides,  two  ladders,  two  horizontal  bars,  two 
sets  of  flying  rings,  two  climbing  poles  and 
one  set  of  six  traveling  rings,  was  covered 
by  Ohashi  in  1  minute  and  32  seconds. 

*  *       * 

A  close  basketball  tournament  for  girls  is 
being  brought  to  a  close  at  Hamilton  Play- 
grounds. The  Winits,  captained  by  Arthur- 
etta  Pointon,  are  leading,  wath  the  Clovers 
under  the  guidance  of  Edna  Soderman,  a 
close  second.  Much  of  the  credit  for  the 
Winits'  enviable  record  is  due  to  Miss  Poin- 
ton, a  girl  who  in  the  last  six  months  has 
developed  into  the  best  tap  center  in  the 
history  of  the  grounds. 

On  Thursday,  December  14,  a  game  will 
be  played  between  the  champions  and  the 
All-Stars,  whose  members  will  be  selected 
from  the  remaining  teams  in  the  tourna- 
ment. 

A  tennis  tournament  is  now  under  way 
for  girls  from  13  to  16  years  of  age.  Over 
thirty  girls  from  a  half-dozen  grammar  and 
high  schools  are  contesting  for  racquet 
honors. 

The  Jovials'  145-lb.  team  recently  defeated 
the  St.  Joseph's  School  team  of  Oakland  in 
a  closely  contested  game  played  in  the  audi- 
torium of  Jackson  Playground.  The  score 
was  39  to  35,  and  the  game  was  full  of 
thrills. 

*  *       * 

The  Daniel  Webster  School  children 
held  their  Christmas  tree  festivities  in 
the  Jackson  Playground  Auditorium  on 
Wednesday,    December    13.      The   program 


was  an  all-day  affair,  but  not  tiresome,  as 
the  audience  changed  every  thirty  minutes, 
the  children  coming  to  the  playground  by 
classes,  then  returning  to  school  after  be- 
ing welcomed  by  Santa  Claus.  Each  class 
conducted  its  own  program  suitable  to  its 
age  and  class  work.  Miss  Julia  Coffey, 
the  principal,  has  arranged  to  give  the 
playground  children  an  opportunity  to  en- 
joy the  tree,  after  which  a  neighboring 
church  will  make  use  of  the  emblem  of 
Christmas  cheer. 

*  *      * 

An  Inter-Playground  Basketball  Tourna- 
ment which  should  prove  of  great  interest 
to  the  lighter  weight  athletes  on  the 
municipal  playgrounds  has  been  arranged 
for  the  Christmas  holidays.  The  tourna- 
ment has  been  planned  to  give  opportunity 
for  competition  to  boys  who  did  not  play 
in  the  recently  completed  basketball 
tournament  of  the  Public  Schools  Athletic 
League.  To  that  end,  the  schedule  will 
consist  of  games  in  two  weight  classes — 
90  lbs.  and  105  lbs. 

*  *      * 

A  banner  will  be  awarded  the  winning 
playground  team  in  each  weight  class. 
Games  will  be  played  at  the  different 
grounds  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Six  of  the  city's  largest  playgrounds  have 
entered  teams  in  both  classes:  North 
Beach,  Hamilton,  Southside,  Jackson,  Ex- 
celsior and  Holly  Park  are  all  making 
preparations  for  the  tournament. 


P.  A.  Basketball   Plans. 

R.  W.  Dodd,  president  of  the  Pacific  Asso- 
ciation of  the  A.  A.  U.,  has  appointed  the 
Basketball  Committee  to  handle  the  Asso- 
ciation's championship  tournament  this 
year.  The  committee  this  year  consists  of 
Dr.  John  W.  Leggett,  chairman:  Ray  Daugh- 
erty,  secretary;  Thomas  De  Nike,  Merrill 
Andruss  and  Frank  Boek. 

The  committee  has  held  several  meetings 
and  preliminary  plans  for  the  season,  which 
will  start  January  16  and  end  February  17. 
were  decided  upon. 

Chairman  Leggett  outlines  the  policy  of 
the  committee  as  follows:  "We  will  be  very 
strict  in  enforcing  weight  rules  this  year. 
Training  down  to  make  w-eight  we  regard 
as  unsportsmanlike  conduct,  and  it  may  be 
necessary  to  drop  teams  which  train  down 
their  players. 

"Referees  will  be  supported  strongly.  On 
all  matters  of  fact  they  will  have  the  entire 
backing  of  the  committee.  Teams  should  at 
once  register  their  men  and  secure  blanket 
sanctions  for  games.  Otherwise  they  may  be 
barred  from  their  amateur  standing." 
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By  JESSE  W.  LILIENTHAL, 
President  Recreation  League. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Recreation  League: 

I  PRESUME  that  as  President  of  the  Recreation 
League  it  is  my  privilege — if  not,  I  will  be  so  bold 
as  to  usurp  it — to  send  to  all  the  members  of  the 
League  some  greeting  appropriate  to  the  coming  of  the 
new  year. 

Those  of  you  who  attend  the  monthly  meetings  of 
the  League  or  who  otherwise  keep  abreast  of  the  things 
which  it  is  doing,  will  appreciate  with  me  the  constantly 
growing  interest  in  and  enthusiasm  for  the  things  for 
which  it  stands.  The  most  distinguished  people  in  all 
walks  of  life  count  it  an  honor  to  receive  an  invitation 
to  address  us  and  to  attest  their  hearty  commendation  of 
our  purposes.  Those  who  have  a  cause  to  champion 
seem  to  feel  that  they  offer  sufficient  justification  for 
such  championship  in  citing  the  endorsement  of  the 
League. 

This  is  not  said  by  way  of  boasting,  although  our 
actual  accomplishments  might  very  well  justify  it.  But 
these  things  are  mentioned  only  as  affording  the  very  best 


demonstration  that  our  purposes  are  worthy  and  deserv- 
ing of  the  good  will  and  support  of  all  public-spirited 
citizens. 

So  many  of  the  things  that  we  have  stood  and  fought 
for  seem  on  the  very  eve  of  fruition.  High-class  orches- 
tral and  choral  concerts  at  a  nominal  cost — community 
singing — an  aquatic  park  and  recreation  pier — a  revival 
of  the  Boy  Scout  movement  under  the  most  favorable 
auspices — a  great  development  of  the  social  center  and 
playground — these  are  only  some  of  the  things  that  indi- 
cate our  activities.  "Foster  play  among  the  people."  Is 
not  this  a  noble  shibboleth  and  one  to  fire  the  hearts  of 
those  who  feel  that  to  make  happier  the  lives  and  lighter 
the  burdens  of  our  fellow  men  is  among  the  noblest  of 
aims? 

In  this  spirit  and  with  the  hope  that  the  Recreation 
League  may  soar  higher  and  higher  in  its  aspirations  and 
achievements,  I  wish  to  all  those  into  whose  hands  this 
little  paper  may  come  a  prosperous,  contented  and  useful 
and  therefore  Happy  New  Year. 


CHRISTMAS   PAGEANT   PROVES 
HIGHLY   SUCCESSFUL. 

Beautiful  Pictures. 

San  Francisco  has  witnessed  another 
pageant  under  the  direction  of  the  Chairman 
of  our  Drama-Pageant  Section,  Mrs.  D.  E.  F. 
Easton.  The  Christmas  Eve  affair  originally 
planned  for  the  Civic  Center  but  transferred 
to  the  Civic  Auditorium  at  the  last  moment 
because  of  weather  conditions,  was  a  beauti- 
ful and  inspiring  spectacle.  The  committee 
appointed  by  his  Honor  Mayor  Rolph,  of 
which  Supervisor  J.  Emmet  Hayden  was 
chairman,  in  presenting  for  the  first  time  a 
Christmas  Eve  celebration  under  municipal 
auspices,  went  all  previous  celebrations  one 
better  and  produced  a  thing  of  beauty  that 
makes  the  previous  Lotta's  Fountain  Christ- 
mases  pale,  even  though  they  had  such 
names  as  Louisa  Tetrazzini  to  conjure  with. 
Madame  Johanna  Kristoffy  was  a  worthy 
successor  to  Madame  Tetrazzini  and  her  ren- 
dition of  the  "Inflammatus"  from  "Stabat 
Mater"  in  connection  with  the  chorus  was 
the  feature  of  the  pageant. 

The  pageant  was  divided  into  four  epi- 
sodes, a  prologue  and  an  epilogue.  The  pro- 
logue dealt  with  the  modern  spirit  of  Christ- 
mas, also,  by  the  introduction  of  the  chil- 
dren of  all  nations,  was  a  silent  plea  for 
Christmas  Peace.  The  epilogue  was  signifi- 
cant of  the  bringing  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ- 
mas to  California  by  Father  Junipero  Serra. 


The  pageant  itself  was  a  series  of  silent 
pictures,  full  of  light,  color  and  atmosphere, 
of  the  time  of  the  birth  of  the  Christ.  In- 
troduction of  a  number  of  four-footed  actors, 
including  camels  from  the  Garden  of  Allah 
Company,  lent  to  scenes  in  the  desert  and 
Bethlehem  a  reality  which  delighted  the 
audience.  Probably  the  most  beautiul  pic- 
ture was  the  second  episode,  where  the  Three 
Wise  Men  knelt  in  the  desert  and  watched 
the  Star  of  Bethlehem  grow  from  a  tiny 
point  to  full  effulgence. 

The  public  appreciation,  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  great  Civic  Auditorium  was  packed 
to  the  doors  and  that  thousands  more  were 
turned  away,  and  by  the  fact  that  every 
person  in  the  great  audience  stayed  to  the 
end,  has  given  a  new  impetus  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  pageant  idea,  and  a  committee 
is  now  working  on  a  great  San  Francisco 
Pageant,  which  is  projected  some  time  in 
October  of  this  year. 


To  Repeat  Boys'  Opera. 

A  performance  of  "King  Bucky  II",  an 
opera  written  especially  for  boys  by  Har- 
vey Loy  and  Eustace  M.  Peixotto,  will  be 
given  at  the  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club 
on  Sunday  evening,  January  21.  The 
opera  was  produced  for  the;  first  time  last 
month  and  there  have  been  so  many  re- 
quests for  another  performance  by  those 
who  missed  the  premier  that  a  repetition 
has  been  decided  upon.  The  cast  has 
been  strengthened  and  the  production  is 
being   coached   by   Garnet   Holme. 


NEW  YEAR  WILL  MEAN   MORE 
ACTIVITY    FOR    GIRLS. 

Section   to   Work   Harder   Than   Ever. 

By  Mbs.  Richard  Nkwman, 
Chairman    Girls'   Section. 

With  the  New  Year  always  comes  the  de- 
sire to  do  things  just  a  bit  better  and  finer 
than  the  year  before  and  we  of  the  Girls" 
Section  are  no  exception  to  that  rule.  Even 
though  all  of  our  dreams  have  not  material- 
ized during  the  past  year  we  trust  that  the 
old  maxim  "Slow  but  sure"  will  be  appro- 
priate in  the  case  of  our  work  for,  as  ail 
must  realize,  the  "Girl  Problem"  is  one  that 
must  be  handled  slowly  and  carefully. 

Through  the  girls  themselves  we  have 
learned  that  swimming,  dancing,  rowing  and 
tennis  ar>>  among  the  principal  forms  of 
recreation  desired. 

Since  the  majority  of  the  girls  we  are 
trying  to  reach  are  the  working  girls  or 
girls  whose  only  hours  of  leisure  are  Sun- 
days and  evenings,  the  desired  forms  of 
recreation,  therefore,  should  be  made  avail- 
able to  them  at  these  hours. 

Upon  investigation  the  Girls'  Section  has 
learned  that  all  municipal  baths  and  play- 
grounds are  closed  at  just  such  times.  With 
the  co-operation  and  backing  of  the  Recrea- 
tion League  as  a  whole  might  not  something 
be  clone  to  better  these  conditions? 
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WE  think  that: 

THE  proposition  of  the  acquisition  of  an 
Aquatic  Park  in  Black  Point  Cove  by 
means  of  a  trade  of  certain  city  property  on 
Channel  street  is  now  squarely  before  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  Mayor.  The 
Recreation  League  has  labored  for  an  Aquatic 
Park  for  rive  years,  and  it  and  its  affiliated 
organizations  are  standing  sponsor  for  the 
present  deal. 

Opposition  to  the  project  seems  to  be  based 
on  two  grounds:  first,  that  the  city  will  lose 
value  and  revenue  by  the  exchange;  second, 
that  the  Aquatic  Park  is  not  needed.  As  to 
the  first:  The  values  of  the  two  pieces  of 
property  have  been  appraised  by  a  presum- 
ably competent  board  of  three  men  and  found 
practically  equal.  The  city  stands  to  lose  a 
revenue  variously  estimated  between  eigh- 
teen and  thirty-four  thousand  dollars  a  year 
from  rentals  paid  by  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad.  Nobody  denies  this  loss  of  rev- 
enue. It  is  also  possible  that  the  Channel 
street  property  may  be  worth  more  than  the 
appraisal  estimated  it  to  be  and  Black  Point 
Cove  less.  In  other  words,  nobody  is  saying 
that  the  city  is  getting  an  Aquatic  Park  for 
nothing.  The  point  is,  it  is  getting  the 
Aquatic  Park  at  a  comparatively  low  figure 
without  a  bond  issue  and  without  the  sacri- 
fice of  anything  needed  for  civic  purposes.  Is 
it  worth  this  price?    Of  that,  more  later. 

As  far  as  the  monetary  loss  is  concerned 
we  must  recognize  the  fact  that  we  do  not 
organize  a  city  government  to  make  money 
for  us — each  man  must  do  that  for  himself 
— but  to  do  certain  things,  and  to  provide 
certain  services  which  we  cannot  ourselves 
do  or  provide.  For  certain  of  these  services 
we  pay  while  others  are  free.  Among  the 
latter  are  police  and  fire  protection,  sewage 
service,  schools,  parks  and  playgrounds. 

Viewed  from  a  strictly  business  aspect,  all 
money  spent  by  the  city  on  schools,  parks 
and  playgrounds  might  be  considered  dead 
loss.  Because  of  the  growth  of  municipal 
ownership  and  of  municipal  business  activ- 
ity there  is  a  present  disposition  in  many 
quarters  to  regard  the  city  as  a  business 
institution  and  nothing  else.  Could  anything 
be  further  from  the  facts?    If  the  sole  duty 


of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  is  to  provide 
revenue  they  should  turn  into  profit  yielding 
property  all  the  land  that  the  city  now  holds. 
Union  Square  and  Golden  Gate  Park  alone 
would  probably  yield  enough  to  reduce  the 
tax  rate  almost  to  nothing. 

The  main  question  is,  therefore,  not 
whether  the  city  is  losing  money,  but 
whether  it  needs  an  Aquatic  Park.  If  it 
does,  it  can  afford  to  pay  a  reasonable  price 
lor  it.  Is  an  Aquatic  Park  part  of  the  service 
a  progressive  city  should  provide  its  citi- 
zens? We  may  answer  this  by  saying  that 
practically  every  large  city  in  the  country  is 
providing  such  service.  New  York  has  spent 
millions  on  recreation  piers  and  the  repur- 
chase of  river  fronts;  Chicago  millions  on 
bathing  beaches.  Nearer  home,  Oakland  and 
Seattle  are  conspicuous  examples  of  Aquatic 
Park  provision.  San  Francisco,  on  the  most 
superb  harbor  in  the  world,  has  done  noth- 
ing except  to  devote  it  to  commercial  pur- 
poses. 

One  of  our  morning  papers  recently  said 
that  if  yachtmen  wanted  a  place  to  land  in 
San  Francisco  they  should  pay  for  it  them- 
selves. Why  not  put  toll  gates  on  the  road- 
ways in  Golden  Gate  Park  and  tax  auto- 
mobile owners?  It  may  be  said  that  a  man 
must  be  a  man  of  wealth  to  be  a  yachts- 
man, that  is  true  under  present  conditions, 
if  he  has  to  belong  to  a  yacht  club,  but  even 
now  in  Black  Point  Cove  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  young  fellows  in  very  modest  circum- 
stances that  have  boats  moored.  Take  this 
place  away  and  they  have  nowhere  to  go. 
Then,  again,  if  a  man  doesn't  want  to,  or 
cannot  afford  to  own  a  boat,  he  must  per- 
force go  to  Sausalito,  Alameda  or  Lake  Mer- 
ritt  if  he  would  sail.  There  is  no  place  in 
San  Francisco  where  you  can  hire  a  sail 
boat,  and  the  only  rowing  place  is  in  an 
artificial  lake  on  a  hill  in  Golden  Gate  Park, 
where  you  have  to  go  round  and  round  in 
the  same  direction. 

It  may  be  remarked,  in  passing,  that  the 
upkeep  of  boat  houses  on  Lake  Merritt  was 
about  $6,000  last  year  and  would  have  been 
more  but  for  the  fact  of  the  large  free  serv- 
ice given  to  school  children. 

We  are  ready  to  say  then  that,  -like  other 
cities,  San  Francisco  needs  an  Aquatic  Park. 
Admitting  this,  the  question  is  how  much 
are  we  willing  to  pay  for  such  a  park? 
Twice  bond  issues  for  $500,000  for  such  a 
purpose  have  received  majority  votes  though 
failing  of  the  necessary  two-thirds  to  pass. 
This  indicates  that  most  people  are  willing 
to  spend  something. 

The  city  now  has  opportunity,  without 
bond  issue  and  its  resultant  taxation,  with 
an  actual  loss  of  revenue  of  but  $18,000  a 
year,  to  acquire  that  park. 

Are  our  Supervisors  in  their  efforts  for  a 
business  administration  going  to  pattern 
after  the  far  seeing  policies  of  a  big  corpora- 
tion or  the  close-fisted  economy  of  the  small 
shop  keeper? 


DECEMBER  MEETINGS. 

December  2.  10  a.  m. — Child  Welfare  Workers, 
Section  of  Federated  Clubs. 

December  2,   S  p.  m. — Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club. 

December  4,  2  p.  m. — Federation  of  Clubs,  Civic 
Section. 

December  4,  4  p.  m. — San    Francisco    Athletic 
League. 

December  5,  11  a.  m. — Finance   Committee, 
Christmas  Eve  Celebration. 

December  6,  11  a.  m. — Finance    Committee, 
Christmas  Eve  Celebration. 

December  7,  12  m. — Recreation  League  Lunch- 
eon. 

December  7.  2:30  p.  m. — Mothers'  Congress  Chair- 
men  meeting. 

December  13,  7:30  p.m. — P.  A.  A.  Registration 
Committee. 

December  15,  4  p.  m. — S.  F.  Athletic  League. 

December  21,  8  p.  m. — P.  A.  A.  Board  of  Gov- 
ernors. 

December  20,  4  p.  m. — Drama  League  Executive 
Board. 

December  1-30 — Numerous  meetings  of  Finance 
and  other  committees  of  Municipal  Christmas 
Eve  Committee. 


PLAYGROUND  DIRECTORS  MAY 
GET  AMATEUR  STATUS. 

New    Rule   Causes    Discussion. 

By  Ray  Daugherty, 

Supervisor  of  Boys'  Work,   San  Francisco  Play- 
ground Commission. 

Considerable  discussion  has  been  aroused 
in  athletic  circles  over  the  new  definition  of 
an  "Amateur,"  adopted  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union,  held 
in  New  York,  published  in  full  in  last 
month's  Recreation  League  Bulletin.  Much 
of  the  discussion  has  centered  around  the 
prospect  held  forth  to  playground  directors 
of  reinstatement  to  amateur  standing. 

Under  the  "Acts  of  Disbarment"  occurs  a 
paragraph  which  has  been  interpreted  by 
some  as  rendering  playground  directors  in- 
eligible to  compete  as  amateurs.  It  is  as 
follows: 

■■Coaching  for  Money — By  directly  or  in- 
directly receiving  pay  or  financial  benefits 
in  consideration  of  or  as  a  reuard  for  in- 
structing or  preparing  any  person  in  or  for 
any  competition,  exhibition  or  exercise  in 
any  sport  when  such  act  teas  not  merely  an 
incident  to  his  main  vocation  or  employ- 
ment." 

A  too  popular — and  erroneous — impression 
holds  that  the  first  requisite  for  a  success- 
ful playground  director  is  to  be  a  good  ath- 
letic coach.  Needless  to  say.  there  are  many 
athletic  coaches  who  would  not  prove  a  suc- 
cess in  conducting  a  playground.  The  re- 
quirements for  a  play  worker  and  leader 
are  much  broader  than  those  for  an  athletic 
coach. 

The  former  must  have  a  wide  knowledge 
of  the  play  needs  of  children.  His  duty  is  to 
maintain  a  constant  interest  on  the  part  of 
his  clientele  in  the  varied  activities  that  Tne 
modern  playground  provides.  He  must  know 
neighborhood  conditions  and  adapt  his  meth- 
ods of  work  to  them.  His  task  is  to  satisfy 
simultaneously  the  many,  often  conflicting, 
interests  of  those  in  his  charge. 

The  playground  is  not  a  place  for  the 
coaching  of  individual  teams  or  the  develop- 
ment of  a  group  of  trained  athletes.  The 
fundamental  purpose — the  raison  d'etre — of 
a  playground  is  to  provide  a  place  where 
boys  and  girls  can  obtain  the  necessary  out- 
door play  and  exercise  which  present-day 
conditions  of  urban  life  would  otherwise 
deny  them.  This  piay  must  be  constantly 
supervised  and  wisely  directed  by  trained 
and  competent  play  leaders. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  work  of  the  coach 
is  intensive,  rather  than  extensive.  His  work 
is  one  of  constant  elimination;  he  engages 
in  a  continual  weeding  out  process,  dropping 
the  less  expert  and  energetic  candidates  for 
places  on  his  team.  The  goal  of  every  coach 
is  a  winning  team.  Too  much  devotion  to 
coaching  playground  teams  on  the  part  of 
the  director  militates  against  the  highest 
development  of  the  playground. 

Viewed  in  this  light,  coaching  is  merely 
an  incident  to  the  play  director's  main  voca- 
tion or  employment,  which  is  that  of  super- 
vision over  the  general  play  interests  of  the 
children  of  his  district.  The  question  is  now 
before  the  officials  of  the  Pacific  Association 
and  it  is  hoped  they  will  decide  that  play- 
ground directors  are,  in  the  true  meaning 
of  the  term,  amateurs. 


Choral    Society    Resumes    Rehearsals. 

The  San  Francisco  Choral  Society  lias 
resumed  rehearsals  for  the  spring  season 
on  Monday  evenings  at  420  Sutter  si  nut 
An  invitation  has  been  extended  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Recreation  League  to  attend 
and  sing  if  they  are  so  minded.  The 
choral  is  under  the  direction  of  Paul 
Steindorff.  The  society  is  now  studying 
Longfellow's  "Four  Winds ".  set  to  music 
by  Carl  Busch. 
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COMMUNITY  DRAMA 


By  Garnet  Holme. 


COMMUNITY    DRAMA. 

Its  Object: 

To  unite  in  common  effort  the  people  of  each  city,  county  and  neighborhood. 
To  teach  people  to  do  things  themselves  and  not  depend  for  recreation  upon 

outside  and  profer—  ional  sources. 
To  afford  amusement  and  employment  to  the  dwellers  in  rural  districts  and 

alleviate  the  dullness  of  long  unemployed  leisure  hours. 
To  keep  the  young   folk  in  the  city  in  their  own  neighborhoods  and   make 
them  less  dependent  on  the  "bright  lights"  of  city  life. 
Its  Method: 

The  study  of  the  Drama 

By  public  reading  of  plays. 

By  public  performances  of  plays  by  local  folk. 

By  getting  plays  written  by  our  own  citizens. 

By  classes  in  public  speaking  and  debating. 

By  the  teaching  of  folk  dances. 

By  community  choruses. 

By  encouraging   the   devising  of  stage   scenery,   properties   and   dresses 

and  the  creation  of  the  same  by  the  players  themselves. 
By  the  giving  of  great  pageants  in  which  every  person  may  do  some- 
thing to  associate  himself  with  the  get-together  movement. 
Its  First  Want: 

Enthusiastic  and  competent  leaders  who  will  interest  themselves  in  taking 
charge  of  the  movement. 


The  wonderful  growth  of  the  Recreation 
movement  throughout  the  United  States  is 
proof  positive  that  it  is  fulfilling  its  mission. 
Both  in  the  East  and  in  the  West  new- 
branches  are  springing  up  and  those  already 
existing  are  enlarging  their  activities. 
Twenty  years  ago  it  seemed  impossible  that 
any  such  movement  was  either  needed  or  if 
needed  could  have  any  chance  of  success, 
for  at  that  time  efficiency  and  organization 
were  monopolized  by  the  business  of  the 
day,  the  leisure  hours  being  left  to  arrange 
themselves  the  best  way  they  could. 

Already  it  had  dawned  upon  some  of  the 
more  enlightened  employers  that  their  work- 
men worked  better  and  harder  if  their  sur- 
roundings were  made  pleasant  for  them,  and 
these  gentlemen  improved  the  conditions  of 
the  factories  and  the  work  shops,  but  they 
soon  found  they  had  not  gone  far  enough, 
and  that  it  mattered  little  how  pleasant  and 
healthy  the  laboring  hours  might  be,  if  the 
recreation  hours  were  spent  in  loafing  and 
useless  idleness. 

The  Recreation  League  was  founded  to 
meet  this  situation,  and  set  about  the  build- 
ing of  clubs  and  societies  which  would  en- 
able every  worker  to  take  exercise  and  en- 
joyment in  a  healthy  and  interesting  way. 
There  were,  of  course,  many  such  clubs  al- 
ready existing.  With  these  the  League  has 
co-operated  so  that  today  it  is  the  organizer 
and  promoter  of  healthy  recreation  along 
all  lines  of  amusement.  The  athletic  rela- 
tion is  now  properly  handled  and  the  League, 
on  the  lookout,  for  other  forms  of  amuse- 
ment to  foster,  notes  with  keen  interest  the 
growth  of  the  Community  Drama  movement. 

The  inspiration  to  "make  believe"  or  act  is 
in  all  children  and  continues  to  exist  in 
many  people  throughout  their  lives.  The 
love  of  acting  for  acting's  sake  is  funda- 
mental; and  since  every  part  of  our  mentali- 
ties was  given  us  for  a  purpose,  it  is  right 


and  proper  that  we  should  develop  that 
gift  as  well  as  any  other. 

Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion take  an  active  interest  in  acting,  be- 
cause that  interest  was  born  in  them  and 
the  aim  of  the  new  movement  is  to  develop, 
not  repress,  that  hidden  talent  and  make  use 
of  it  as  a  means  of  subconscious  education. 
For  rehearsals  and  preparation  for  a  play 
afford  a  great  deal  of  good  fun  and  if  prop- 
erly directed  give  a  hundred  quiet  lessons 
in  manners,  literature  and  above  all,  pa- 
tience. 

When  there  is  too  much  repression  nat- 
ural gases  are  liable  to  explode.  Organized 
local  dramatic  work  for  young  men  and 
women  is  a  safety  valve  for  their  desire 
for  pleasure  and  a  great  preventive  for  any 
foolish  ideas  of  undertaking  acting  as  the 
profession  of  a  lifetime. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  part  of  the 
scheme  is  the  idea  contained  in  the  first 
word  of  the  title  "Community  Drama."  A 
better  expression  would  be  "Get  Together 
Drama."  In  these  days  when  all  our  affairs 
appear  to  be  traveling  at  a  mile  a  minute, 
home  and  its  surroundings  lose  daily  their 
former  hold,  and  the  parents'  house  becomes 
merely  a  place  to  eat  and  sleep  in.  In  city 
life  our  next  door  neighbor  is  known  only  by 
sight  and  the  person  living  in  the  next 
street  is  an  entire  stranger.  Not  only  our 
business  but  our  pleasures  take  us  "down- 
town" and  our  enjoyment  is  confined  to  the 
useless  practice  of  watching  clever  profes- 
sionals exhibit  their  talent,  while  we  let 
our  own  rust.  It  reminds  one  of  those 
students  who  improve  their  physical  well- 
being  by  sitting  on  the  bleachers  at  the 
football  match,  smoking  cigarettes  and  yell- 
ing "Rah!  Rah!  Rah!  Timbuctoo!"  or  what- 
ever the  name  of  their  place  of  education 
may  be. 

Let  us  get  out  and  do  something  ourselves, 
and  let  us,  in  this  community,  or  "get  to- 
gether" spirit,  learn  to  appreciate  and  co- 
operate with  the  stranger  next  door. 

There  is  no  towrn  in  the  world  so  large  as 
San  Francisco  with  so  great  a  feeling  of 
pride  in  its  unity  as  a  city,  and  such  a 
spirit  of  citizenship  is  priceless  and  should 
be  fostered  to  the  utmost. 

The  Community  Drama's  aim  is  to  foster 
the  community  spirit  for  the  good  of  all, 
by  getting  the  people  of  a  neighborhood,  a 


county  or  a  city,  to  work  together  in  the 
creation  of  something  lovely,  for  work  and 
the  creation  of  beautiful  things  form  the 
strongest  kind  of  fraternal  cement. 

It  is  not  possible  in  so  large  a  city  as 
[his  to  conduct  all  meetings  and  lectures  for 
the  benefit  of  the  entire  body,  so  different 
spheres  of  influence  should  be  marked  out 
and  every  effort  made  to  interest  the-  in- 
habitants of  that  district  in  the  creation  of 
an  artistic  center  in   their  own  community. 

If  there  were  some  half  dozen  such  central 
points  working  independently  it  would  be 
easy  to  federate  them  on  special  occasions 
for  the  purpose  of  great  Municipal  Pageants 
and  Festivals. 

San  Francisco  could  then  produce  the  most 
remarkable  performance  the  nation  has  ever 
seen,  a  co-cperative  work  for  the  benefit  of 
California,  in  which  rich  and  poor,  old  and 
young,  could  participate  alike. 

Oakland,  Berkeley,  Richmond  and  Marin 
have  the  same  opportunities.  Each  one  can 
form  its  own  organization,  learn  mutual 
reliance  and  help  in  their  own  cities,  and 
by  using  the  wasted  mines  of  talent  under- 
neath their  noses  create  a  community  spirit 
and  pride  more  worthy  and  true  than  a 
hundred  skyscrapers  and  stone  imager. 

The  vehicle  which  the  Community  Drama 
uses  to  accomplish  its  aims  of  awakening  the 
"get  together"  spirit  is  an  exceedingly  agree- 
able one.  In  the  case  of  those  who  live 
across  the  Bay  how  splendid  a  thing  it  would 
be  if  they  could  find  at  their  own  door  an 
active  and  pleasant  hobby  which  would  oc- 
cupy their  minds  and  do  away  with  the 
necessity  of  coming  again  to  the  city  theater 
or  of  going  to  see  the  banalities  of  a  stupid, 
and  very  often  ugly-in-thought,  moving  pic- 
ture play. 

There  are  others  in  more  distant  locali- 
ses, who  have  not  the  chance  to  witness 
good  plays;  for  the  people  who  act  them 
do  not  come  near  their  dwelling  place,  so 
the  world  of  drama  and  poetry  is  lost  to 
them.  To  these  the  work  of  the  Community 
Drama  will  be  invaluable,  changing  the  long 
winter  evenings  of  listless  idleness  into 
limes  of  active  exploration  in  the  great 
comedies,  tragedies  and  love  stoiies  of  the 
dramatic  world. 

The  dullness  of  the  nights  in  the  country 
places  has  sent  many  a  young  man  into  the 
towns  and  the  question  of  making  life  more 
amusing  away  from  the  "Paths  of  Gold" 
and  the  "White  Lights  of  Broadway"  is  a 
problem  which  must  be  faced  as  a  business 
necessity.  No  young  man  is  willing  to  stay 
in  the  dreary  darkness  when  the  bands  are 
playing  and  the  lights  are  gleaming  in  the 
nearby  cities. 

If,  however,  he  interests  himself  in  con- 
structive amusement,  assisting  his  neighbor 
to  do  the  same  (and  the  neighbor  might 
possibly  be  one  of  the  fairer  sex),  he  is 
likely  to  be  contented  with  his  position, 
realizing  that  the  leading  ladies  of  his  own 
town  are  almost  as  good  actresses  as  those 
behind  the  footlights  in  the  city,  and  any- 
how, are  much  nicer. 

The  Community  Drama  does  not  move 
alone  through  the  production  of  plays, 
though  that  work  fills  a  great  part  of  its 
propaganda,  it  encourages  the  reading  of 
great  dramas  in  public,  lectures  on  the  art 
of  acting,  choruses,  folk  dancing  and  the 
giving  of  pageants.  It  would  like  people  to 
write  their  own  plays,  to  act  them  them- 
selves, to  make  their  own  dresses  and  stage 
properties  and  to  preserve,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  utmost  simplicity  in  doing  these 
things. 

Those  interested  in  this  movement  should 
send  their  names  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Recreation  League,  who  will,  if  necessary, 
call  a  meeting  to  further  a  project  of  found- 
ing a  Community  Drama  Headquarters  in 
San  Francisco. 
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B.  C.  A.  L.   Basketball. 

The  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  of  San 
Francisco  concluded  its  annual  basketball 
tournament  just  before  the  holidays.  Twen- 
ty-eighl  teams  competed  in  the  schedule  of 
games  which  were  played  on  the  courts  of 
the  various  organizations  composing  the 
League. 

The  winners  in  their  respective  weight 
Classes  are  as   follows: 

!t,r> -pound  class — Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club. 

It  0-pourid  class — Telegraph  Hill  Boys' 
Club. 

L20-pound   class — Young  .Men's  Institute.. 

139-pound  class,  San  Francisco  Boys'  Club. 

In  response  to  a  demand  on  the  part  of 
the  older  club  boys  a  series  of  games  will 
he  arranged  tor  in  an  unlimited  weight  divi- 
sion. Entries  from  five  teams  have  been  re- 
ceived: Telegraph  Hill  Boys'  Club,  Colum- 
bia Park  Boys'  Club,  Young  Men's  Institute, 
San  Francisco  Beys'  Club  and  the  Young 
.Men's  Christian  Association. 


lion   Works  Soccer  Team  Winning. 

The  Union  Iron  Works  Soccer  Football 
Team  is  meeting  with  success  this  season. 
It  has  led  in  the  race  for  league  honors  and 
won  the  annual  five-a-side  tournament  with 
ease,  not  allowing  a  single  goal  to  be  scored 
against  it,  while  gathering  a  total  of  eleven 
goals  against  the  opposing  teams.  Consist- 
ent training  and  team  work  give  hope  for 
turning  out  a  championship  aggregation  this 
year. 


Cross-City  Race. 

The  Bulletin's  sixth  annual  cross-city  race. 
held  on  New  Year's  day,  drew  a  large  field 
of  contestants  and  attracted  many  interested 
spectators.  Oliver  Millard  of  the  Olympic 
Club  for  the  third  time  in  this  event 
demonstrated  his  sterling  ability  as  a  dis- 
tance runner  and  easily  distanced  his  near- 
est competitor,  Ludwig,  before  reaching  the 
home  stretch. 

Over  sixty  runners  competed  and  only  a 
few  failed  to  finish  the  race  from  the  Ferry 
Building  to  the  Beach. 


P.  A.   Cross-Country  Run. 

The  annual  Pacific  Association  cross-coun- 
try run  was  held  on  Christmas  Day  and  was 
made  notable  by  the  breaking  of  the  record, 
established  last  year,  of  37  minutes  55  4-5 
seconds.  Oliver  Millard,  holder  of  last  year's 
record,  accomplished  the  distance  of  over 
six  miles  in  37  minutes  31  2-5  seconds.  Three 
other  Olympic  Club  runners,  Stout.  Fuller 
and  O'Caliaghan,  finished  in  second,  third 
and  fourth  places,  respectively,  thereby  ob- 
taining the  club  championship  for  their  or- 
ganization. 
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Gymnastic  Competition  for  Boys. 

The  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  has  an- 
nounced a  gymnastic  competition  which  will 
take  place  in  the  month  of  E  ebruary  and 
will  be  participated  in  by  all  the  organiza- 
tions of  the  League. 

The  competition  is  being  arranged  by  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Norton,  Gymnasium  Commis- 
sioner. 

There  will  be  two  classes:  Junior  class, 
under  105  pounds;  Senior  class,  over  105 
pounds. 

Two  set  and  one  free  exercise  are  pro- 
vided for  on  each  of  the  following  pieces 
of  apparatus:  mats,  parallel  bars  and  side 
horse. 

A  team  will  consist  of  three  men.  Each 
organization  will  be  allowed  to  enter  one 
team  in  each  class.  Any  number  of  indi- 
viduals may  be  entered. 

Prizes  will  be  awarded  as  follows:  First, 
second  and  third  individual  prizes  in  each 
class  and  a  trophy  to  the  team  scoring  the 
highest  number  of  points  in  each  class. 

Following  are  the  set  exercises: 

Mats. 

1.  Cart  wheel,  to  stand — backward  roll. 

2.  Forward  roll — head  stand. 

3.  Voluntary. 

Side  Horse. 

1.  Front,  rest  position — half  circle  right 
with  left  leg — circle  left  with  right  leg  to 
riding  seat  on  neck — back  scissors — forward 
dismount. 

2.  Place  left  hand  on  right  pommel — 
jump  to  back  rest — half  circle  right  and 
left  backward  with  legs  to  front  rest — 
squat  forward  to  back  rest — forward  dis- 
mount. 

3.  Voluntary. 

Parallel  Bars. 

1.  Cross  rest  position — raise  hoth  legs 
to  cross  riding  position  on  right  har — 
change  right  leg  to  left  bar  to  riding 
seat  position — hack  scissors — hands  front, 
and  dismount  over  left  bar  at  end  of  for- 
ward swing  with  quarter  right  turn. 

2.  Travel  in  cross  riding  seat  position 
with  forward  swing  from  near  to  far  end 
of  bars — forward  roll  dismount  from 
cross   riding  seat   position. 

3.  Voluntary. 


Hanson   is   Scout  Executive. 

Raymond  O.  Hanson,  for  a  number  of 
years  Boys'  Work  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  has  been  selected  as  executive  by 
the  newly  formed  San  Francisco  Council 
of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Mr.  Han- 
son is  well  known  to  members  of  the 
League  and  among  boys'  workers  gen- 
erally, and  the  Council  is  confident  that 
under  his  guidance  Scout  affairs  in  San 
Francisco  will  move  forward  by  leaps  and 
bounds. 

Dining  the  last  month  a  very  strong 
local  organization  has  been  effected  by 
the  Scout  movement  in  this  city.  Our 
own  president,  Jesse  W.  Lilienthal,  is 
president  of  the  Local  Council  of  One 
Hundred,  of  which  the  other  officers  are 
vice-presidents,  W.  H.  Crocker,  R.  B. 
Hale  and  Garrett  W.  McEnerney;  treas- 
urer, I.  W.  Hellman,  Jr.  Frank  I.  Turner 
is  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
and  Wm.  A.  Sherman,  secretary. 


P.  S.  A.  L.  Spring  Events. 

The  Public  Schools  Athletic  League  is 
planning  a  full  program  for  the  spring  sea- 
son. A  soccer  football  tournament  will  be 
held  in  January  and  February.  Baseball 
will  begin  about  March  15th. 

The  League  will  hold  its  Championship 
Track  Meet  at  the  Stadium  on  April  28th, 
and  the  Novice  Meet,  in  which  boys  who 
have  never  won  a  championship  are  allowed 
to  compete,  will  take  place  on  May  19th. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  follow- 
ing subscriptions  for  December: 
Albert  Meyer.  Mrs.   Kaspar  PischeL 

Thomas,   Beedy  and         Chas.  Raas. 

Panagan.  Julius  Rosenstirn. 

James  Oppenheimer,         Schmidt  Lithograph  Co. 
Bay   View    Mothers'         Dr.  Philip  King  Brown. 

Club.  Mrs.  Jacob  Stern. 

Crocker  National  Bank.  C.   F.  Grunsky. 
L.  \V.  Xeustadter.  Mrs.  Cyrus  Walker. 

George  A.   Pope.  Cushing  &  Cushing. 

George  A.  Pope,  Jr.  James  Schwabacher. 

Kenneth  Pope.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mortimer 

Rosenberg  Bros.  &  Co.        Fleisbhacker. 
American    National  Gladding,  McHean  &  Co. 

Pank.  M.   A.  Gunst. 

Rev.  Martin  A.  Meyer.     Messrs.    Hirschfelder    & 
Mrs.  Bert  Schlesinger.         Meaney. 
Mrs.    George   William        Mrs.   Sigmund  Stern. 

Hooper.  E.  L.  Liebes. 

Congress  of  Mothers.        Mrs.    J.     S.    Graham. 
J.    A.   Scully. 
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LAKE   MERRITT  SERVES   MANY  SWIMMING  SHOULD  FORM 

PUBLIC   USES   AND    PAYS.  A  PART  OF  THE  PUBLIC 

What   Oakland   Does   for   Aquatics.  SCHOOL    CURRICULUM 

By   George   E.   Dickie.  By  Alfred  Roncovieri, 

Superintendent   of   Recreation,    Oakland.  Superintendent  of  School;?. 

The   boating   and    water    sports    on    Lake  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  argue,  especially 

Merritt    are    in    charge    of    the    Recreation  in   a  cjtv  located   on  the   water  as  ours  is> 

Department   of   the    City    of  Oakland.     Two  that  abiiitv  to  swim  should  be  made  a  part 

large   boat   houses   have  been   constructed—  of  the  phvsical  equipment  of  every  normal, 

one  at  Oak  street,  near  Fourteenth  street,  at  healthy  chiId>   or   that    swhmning   ranks   at 

a    cost    of    $30,000— the    other    smaller    boat  the  yery  top  as  a  form  of  athlctic  exercise, 

house,    principally    for    the    storage    of    pn-  That    instruction    in    swimming   means    the 

vately  owned  boats,  in  Lakeside  Park,  at  a  savjng  of  many  ]iyes  js  flnely  illustrated  in 

cost  of  $10,000.                                  .        ....  an   incident   reported  in  the   San  Francisco 

The   main   boat   house  is  equipped   with  from  which  :         te. 
stoiage     space,     workshops,     floats,     land- 

ings   and    offices    for    the    care   and    rental  Duncan    Fitzgerald,    twelve    years    old, 

of     municipally     owned     boats,     and     with  P'a.ved  the  hero  at  Redwood  City   yesterday 

storage   space   and   landing   floats   for   pri-  and  saved  the  life  of  a  drowning  man  while 

vately    owned    boats.      Residence    quarters  nv?    Ilie"    students    of    Stanford    University 

for  the  manager  are  provided  in  the  boat  stood  helpless  on  the  shore  a  few  feet  away 

house.      A   refectory,   where   light   refresh-  and    watched    two   others   sink.     While    the 

ments   are  sold,   is  also   maintained.  college  students  called   futile  advice   to   the 

The   following   equipment   has    been    in-  sinking  Japanese  the  young  boy  tore  off  his 

stalled:  coat   and   calling   to   the   students  to    follow 

Row  boats                                                                 Si  nim,  swam  swiftly  to  the  side  of  one  of  the 

Cancss'                                                                   ;  s  Japanese.     The  man  struggled  with  the  lad 

sail  boats  4  who  had  come  to  save  his  life  and  only  after 

Crew  Sm is 21  severe  efforts  was  dragged  through  the  water 

"\! to  the  dock  and  hauled  up  to  safety.     Skill  in 

Total 137  swimming  had   been   taught   the   boy  by   his 

These  pleasure  ciafts  are  rented  to  the  father." 

public    at    moderate    prices,    which    bring  in  establishing  public  school  swimming  in- 

in     a    considerable     revenue    annually    to  struction.  this  city  would  not  be  venturing 

the    city.      Another    source    of    revenue    is  upon  uncharted  seas,  for  investigation  shows 

in    the    rental    of    lockers    and    mooring  that   the    school   authorities   of   other   cities 

space  for  privately  owned  boats.  have    not   neglected    this    valuable   asset    in 

The  following  is  the  schedule  of  prices:  the  development  of  the  perfect  physical  man 

Row  boats,  per  hour $0.25  and  woman,  and  in  those  places  it  is  not  at 

S'a-,;cTs-  ,per  ho\ir  5?  all  a  matter  of  experiment. 

Sail  boats,  per  hour ,.,  „,            ,,        _,.    ,         „   ..         ,_     ,     .       .„„_ 

Locker    rental,    per    month,    payable    in    ad-  Thus,   the    State   Of   New   York   in    1895   en- 

vance  1.00  acted    legislation    making    the    teaching     of 

Mooring  space,   per   month,  payable  in  ad-  bathing  and  swimming  compulsory  in  cities 

The      city  "operates   "two  ""excursion  J  ^V^iS  h^kv  '     The  C-ity 

launches     around     Lake     Merritt.       These  f  * e\ York  >n  1 9°°* ™"  P«M«  swimming 

launches     carry     passengers     around     the  baths  at  a  cost  of  $100,000.    St.  Louis  has  a 

lake  and   make  stops  at  all  boat  landings.  system  of  plunge  baths.  In  Brookune,  Mass., 

Charge,    10    cents   for   adults   and    5    cents  the  public  swimming  baths  are  a  part  of  the 

for   children  public   school    system,   while    in    Boston    the 

This  year 'the  income  at  the  boat  house  course  .of   s}udl   ln   ™Sh    schools    requires 

from    all    sources,    including    the    refresh-  swimming  for  both  boys  and  girls  and  two 

ment    room,    will    be    approximated    $12,-  1'oints  toward  a  diploma  are  given  each  year 

000 — more  than  sufficient  to  pay  all  costs  for  thls  Qualification,  in  Oklahoma,  30  points 

of  operation.  toward   a   diploma. 

While  the  use  of  rent  boats  by  the  Coming  nearer  home,  the  University  of 
public  is  a  large  part  of  the  business  qf  California  has  made  ability  to  swim  a  sine 
the  boat  house,  the  largest  service  ren-  c'ua  non  of  graduation,  but  it  is  far  better 
dered  to  the  public  is  in  providing  boats  tnat  children  should  learn  this  art  young 
for  crew  rowing,  a  service  which  is  en-  t,ian  wait  lintil  tne>'  are  at  the  collegiate  age, 
tirely  free.  By  taking  advantage  of  the  besides  which  the  proportion  of  our  school 
sales  of  condemned  naval  stores  the  city  children  who  reach  the  university  is  corn- 
has     acquired     from     the     United     States  paratively  small. 

navy   twenty   large   whale    boats   and    cut-  xVe   should   divide  our  children    into   two 

ters,   most    of   them   capable   of   accommo-  groups — those  that    cannot  swim  and   those 

dating    twelve    oarsmen.       Any    organized  that  can.     Those  who  have  learned   should 

crew   of   twelve   members   may   secure   the  t>e  given  separate  days  from  the  beginners, 

use    of    one    of    these    boats    free.       The  The  beginners  should  be  carefully  instructed 

rowing    crews    have    principally    been    or-  in    the   art  of   swimming   by    competent   in- 

ganized  among  the  grammar  and  the  high  structors  and  as  soon  as  they  have  acquired 

school     children,     although     there    are    a  a  sufficient  degree  of  proficiency  they  should 

number  of  crews  from  Y.   M.   C.   A.'s,  the  be  classed  with  those  who  can  swim. 

University    of    California,    and    small    col-  San   Francisco  has  at  present   two   small 

leges.      Also    a    number    of    miscellaneous  public   tanks   under  the  jurisdiction   of  the 

crews  have  been  formed   among  members  Playground    Commission    which     would    be 

of    athletic    and    recreation     clubs.       The  available  for  such  instruction.    The  proposed 

crew,  rowing  is  not   confined   to   men   and  Aquatic  Park  would  offer  additional   facili- 

(Continued  on  page  3.)  (Continued  on  page  2.) 


AQUATIC  SPORTS  IN  SYDNEY'S 
WONDERFUL  HARBOR. 

A  Paradise  for  "Water  Dogs." 
By  Eustace  M.  Petxotto. 
"  'Our  Harbour'  is  the  finest  in  the 
world,"  say  the  Sydneyites,  but.  like  Cali- 
fornians  Sydneyites  have  a  habit  of  saying, 
"largest  in  the  world,"  and  "finest  in  the 
world."'  As  Mrs.  Malaprop  says  "Compari- 
sons is  odorous,"  so  I  shall  not  endeavor 
to  compare  Sydney  harbor  with  San  Fran- 
cisco for  example,  for,  after  all,  finest, 
though  grammatically  superlative  is  really 
a  relative  term  and  depends  on  the  point 
of  view.  Yet,  in  truth,  Sydney  harbor  is 
beautiful  and  Sydney  people  make  good  use 
of  it. 

It  is  not  very  wide,  nothing  like  the  size 
of  San  Francisco  Bay,  but  it  is  deep  and 
surrounded  by  gray  rocky  hills  that  rise 
abruptly  from  the  water.  Dark  green  trees 
and  red  tiled  roofs  cover  these  and  cling 
in  crevices  down  to  the  water's  edge,  a 
vivid  color  picture  against  a  blue  sky.  In 
most  places  the  slopes  are  clifflike  but  each 
turn  and  twist  of  the  shores  of  the  long, 
winding  harbor  embraces  a  little  inlet  that 
ends  in  a  beach  of  white  sand  between  two 
hills.  Each  of  these  beaches  is  a  glorious 
swimming  place,  and  each  cove  a  perfect 
yacht  haven. 

Both  yachting  and  swimming  are,  in  con- 
sequence, great  pastimes.  On  a  Sunday  the 
harbor  is  flowering  with  pleasure  craft 
of  all  descriptions  from  a  Whitehall  with  a 
single  sail  to  speedy  sloops  rigged  like  cup 
defenders,  which  scud  before  the  wind  with 
bellying  balloon  jibs  as  well  as  all  thfe 
customary  jibs,  sail  and  spanker. 

There  are  motor  boats,  too,  and  ferries 
that  carry  people  to  the  resorts  and  picnic 
grounds  up  the  Middle  Harbor  and  the 
Paramatta  River  or  to  Manly,  most  popular 
of  all  the  beaches,  located  near  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor  not  far  from  the  North  Head- 
land. 

The  North  Headland  is  a  steep  prom- 
ontory not  half  a  mile  wide  with  the 
ocean  on  one  side  and  the  harbor  on  the 
other  until  the  two  meet  where  it  ends  in 
a  200-foot  cliff.  A  mile  back  from  this  cliff 
the  promontory  slopes  down  almost  to  sea. 
level  and  here,  between  bay  and  ocean, 
lies  Manly,  its  harbor  side  reached  in 
twenty  minues  by  ferry  from  Sydney,  its 
ocean  side  affording  one  of  the  finest 
surfing  beaches  in  Australia.  Sydneyites 
say,  "Best  in  the  world."  of  course. 

The  temperature  of  the  water,  both  in 
the  harbor  and  along  the  ocean  beaches,  is 
ideal.  It  is  not  cold  enough  to  chill  even 
after  some  time  in  the  water,  and  yet  has 
not  the  languid  tepidness  of  most  of  .•  our: 
swimming  tanks. 

Swimming  is  taken  not  only  as  a  sport 
in  Australia,  but  also  seriously  as  a  means 
of  saving  life.  In  fact,  the  two  are  com- 
bined. Instead  of  having  paid  life  savers, 
as  we  do  on  most  of  our  beaches,  the 
municipalities  about  Sydney,  such  as  Manly, 
build  club  houses  at  the  edge  of  the  sands 
and  give  their  use  free  to  an  organized 
surf  club.  These  surf  clubs  are  composed! 
of  a  number  of  good  swimmers  who,  in 
(Continued  on  page  2.) 


RECREATION  LEAGUE   BULLETIN 


RECREATION  LEAGUE 
BULLETIN. 

The  Official  Organ  of  the  Recreation  League. 
Published  monthly  except  during  June  and  July. 

OFFICERS. 

President: 

Jesse  \\*.   Lilienthal. 

Vice-Preslcents: 
Mrs   A.  P.  Rlaok,  Andrew  J.  Gallagher, 

l>i    G    W.  Merritt,  Eustace  Culli nan. 

Mrs   M.J,  Brandenstein, 

Secretary: 

Eustace  SI.   Peixotto. 

Assistant   Secretary: 

Mrs.    M.    L.    Vaughan. 

Treasurer: 

Cutler  Paige. 

Editorial    Staff: 

Kustace  M.   Peixotto,   Editor. 

Ray   Daugherty,   Associate  Ecitor. 

Subscription 50c   per   annum 

Single    Copies    5    Cents. 

Membership    in   the    Recreation    League    Includes 

Subscription    to    this    Paper. 


All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Recreation  League,  1058  Phelan 
Bldg.,   San   Francisco.     Telephone  Douglass  1557. 


Itlnrnii  I'uh.  Co.  Print. 


fiSfl  Stevenson  St..  S.  F. 


WE  think  that: 

AQUATIC  SPORTS  do  not  receive  as  much 
attention  from  San  Franciscans  as  they 
deserve.  As  a  means  of  recreation  they  are 
second  to  none.  Swimming,  rowing,  sailing, 
motor  boating  are  glorious  ways  of  spending 
one's  time  and  we  are  to  be  pitied  that  we 
have  not  more  facilities  for  such  amusements 
in  this  water  girdled  city. 

If  you  don't  know  the  pleasures  of  boating, 
try  it  on  Lake  Merritt — we  cannot  offer  you 
a  place  in  San  Francisco — and  then  see  if 
you  would  not  like  to  have  these  things 
brought  a  little  nearer  home.  Remember 
the  public  recreational  facilities  the  League  is 
trying  to  provide  are  not  entirely  for  the 
poor  people  or  the  other  fellow,  but  for  you 
as  well. 

It  is  in  the  hope  of  promoting  interest  in 
water  sports  by  showing  what  is  being  done 
in  some  other  places  that  this  number  of  the 
Recreation  Bulletin  is  devoted  almost  en- 
tirely to  aquatics.  It  is  so  dedicated,  also, 
in  the  hope  that  some  additional  reasons  may 
be  seen  for  the  acquiring  of  an  Aquatic  Park 
irrespective  of  land  trades  and  dollar  deals. 


JANUARY  MEETINGS. 

Jan. 

2, 

8:00  p. 

m. 

— Aquatic  Section. 

Jan. 

4, 

8:00  p. 

m. 

— San  Francisco  Choral  Society. 

Jan. 

8, 

8:00  p. 

m. 

—Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club. 

Jan. 

», 

4:00  p. 

m. 

— Drama  League. 

Jan. 

10, 

'7:30  p. 

m. 

— P.  A.  A.  Registration  Com- 
mittee. 

Jan. 

11. 

8:00  p. 

m. 

— P.  A.  A.  Board  of  Governors. 

Jan. 

12, 

4:00  p. 

m. 

— Drama  Section. 

Jan. 

17, 

8:00  p. 

m. 

— Dolphin  Swimming  and  Boat- 
ing Club. 

Jan. 

18, 

8:00  p. 

111.- 

— Pacific  Amateur  Oarsman  As- 
sociation. 

Jan. 

22, 

8:0Q  p. 

111. 

—P.  A.  A.  Basketball  Com- 
mittee. 

Jan. 

24, 

4:00  p. 

m. 

— Drama  League  Executive 
Board. 

Jan. 

24, 

7:30  p. 

m. 

— P.  A.  A.  Registration  Com- 
mittee. 

Bathing  Beaches  in  Lake  Forest.  111. 

"The  beach  has  been  very  popular.  We 
averaged  about  300  a  day  July  and  August, 
with  some  days  with  over  600  enjoying 
I  hemselves.  We  had  two  special  days.  The 
first  was  arranged  to  get  the  boys  and  girls 
acquainted  with  swimming  races  and  div- 
ing contests.  The  second  was  very  much 
of  a  success.  There  were  swimming  races 
and  diving  contests,  with  one  big  feature 
in  a  cutter  race  by  two  crews  from  the 
Naval  Station.  A  cup  was  donated  that 
has  been  called  the  "Lake  Forest  Trophy." 
Each  year  it  will  be  given  to  the  best  com- 
pany cutter  crew,  the  race  to  be  held  at 
Lake  Forest.  We  did  not  have  an  accident 
of  any  nature.  Lessons  were  given  twice  a 
week  to  boys  and  twice  to  girls  and  women. 
Of  all  the  work  this  has  pleased  the  people 
more  than  all  the  rest.  I  might  add  that 
at  the  beach  was  the  only  place  that  I 
could  interest  the  rich  to  the  extent  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  public  recreation 
facilities."  (Extract  from  letter  from  Mr. 
L.  W.  Thompson,  September  18,  1916.) 


Swimming  in  Public  Schools. 

(Continued  from  page  1.) 

ties  and  I  believe  that  arrangements  could 
be  made  by  the  Board  of  Education  with  the 
management  of  Sutro  Baths  so  that  school 
children  might  have  the  use  of  this,  the 
finest  indoor  bath  in  the  world,  at  stated 
times.  An  aroused  public  sentiment  and 
general  co-operation  could  accomplish  this 
most  needed  addition  to  our  children's  edu- 
cation. 


Meetings  for  Mothers'  Chairmen. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  Recreation 
Chairmen  of  the  San  Francisco  Congress 
of  Mothers  have  been  resumed  for  this 
year. 

A  very  interesting  and  instructive  meet- 
ing took  place  on  February  1st.  Meetings 
will  be  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month, 
following  the  Recreation  League  Luncheon. 

The  chairman  of  Recreation  and  Social 
Centers,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Graham,  urges  all  pres- 
idents and  chairmen  of  Recreation  to  at- 
tend all  these  meetings,  which  will  be  held 
at  the  Recreation  League  offices,  1058 
Phelan  Building. 


Jefferson  Square  Again. 

Judge  Thomas  F.  Graham,  who  has  been 
interested  in  the  problem  of  Jefferson 
Square  for  some  years,  recently  had  his 
attention  emphatically  called  to  the  park 
when  a  divorce  case  came  up  in  his  court 
in  which  the  beginnings  of  the  marital  dif- 
ficulties could  be  traced  to  a  chance  meet- 
ing within  its  confines.  The  Judge  sub- 
penaed  John  McLaren,  Superintendent  of 
Parks,  to  explain  conditions  which  made 
for  such  results.  The  Judge's  action  led  to 
renewed  agitation  on  the  subject,  which 
now  promises  that  one-half  the  park  will 
be  made  a  playground  and  will  be  super- 
vised by  the  Playground  Commission. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  reports  the  fol- 
lowing subscriptions  for  January: 


The  advocates  of  the  Black  Point  Cove 
Aquatic  Park  propose  nothing  new.  They 
merely  propose  to  retain  the  "old  swim- 
ming hole"  tliat  has  served  our  boys  many 

years. 


Mrs.  I.  N.  Walter. 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Palmer. 
Mrs.  Augusta  Bixler. 
George  C.  Turner. 
Mrs.  M.  Fleishhacker. 
Mrs.  Henry  Sahlein. 
Dean  I.  W.  Gresham. 
Mrs.   Lloyd  Ackerman. 
Mrs.  Dora  Delaney. 
M.  H.  Robbins. 
Prof.  F.  L.  Kleeberger. 
Benj.  Boas. 
Council  of  Jewish 

Women. 
Mrs.  Cleveland  Forbes. 
Madame  Emilia  Tojetti. 


Mrs.  H.  B.  Wright. 
Mrs.  Hannah  Gerstle. 
Mrs.  Ada  I.  Brown. 
Mrs.  H.  Weinstock. 
Charles  Hirschfeld. 
Mrs.  M.  H.  de  Young. 
Mrs.  John  I.  Walter. 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Gottlob. 
Mrs.  M.  Meyerfield. 
Miss  Marion  Delanev. 
E.  S.  Heller. 
George.  F.  Volkmann. 
Mrs.   Sol  Hyman. 
Denman  Mothers'  Club. 
Cleveland   Forbes. 
H.   B.   Wright. 


AQUATIC  SPORTS  IN  SYDNEY'S 
WONDERFUL  HARBOR. 

(Continued  from  page  1.) 
return  for  the  privileges  of  the  house,  must 
agree  to  patrol  the  beaches  a  certain  num- 
1  er  cf  hours  a  week.  As  the  membership 
of  these  clubs  is  of  fair  proportions,  this 
is  not  a  great  burden  on  any  single  in- 
dividual. 

The  members  of  these  clubs  are  drilled 
in  the  various  methods  of  carrying  a 
drowning  person  in  the  water  and  of  ob- 
taining release  from  the  grasp  of  a 
struggling  person  who,  as  the  saying  goes, 
will  "clutch  at  a  straw." 

The  actual  life  saving  is  done  with  the  aid 
of  a  reel  of  rope  which  stands  ready  at  all 
times  on  the  beach.  The  rope,  the  size  of 
a  sash  cord,  several  hundred  yards  fn 
length,  is  wound  on  a  spool  turned  by  an 
iron  handle  and  mounted  on  a  sort  of 
stretcher  arrangement  which  two  or  four 
men  can  carry  rapidly  from  place  to  place. 
The  free  end  of  the  rope  is  attached  to  a 
life  belt,  somewhat  like  the  ordinary  life 
preserver,  though  smaller  and  with  the 
corks  so  arranged  as  to  give  the  maximum 
freedom  to  the  arms.  The  rescuer  puts  on 
this  belt — the  work  of  a  second — and 
plunges  into  the  water  while  others  hold 
the  rope  above  their  heads  running  out  into 
the  surf  as  far  as  they  can  stand. 

In  the  general  scheme  of  practice  and 
demonstration  it  is  presumed  that  another 
swimmer  than  the  man  in  the  belt  is  the 
first  to  reach  the  drowning  person.  This 
first  man,  called  the  "support,"  does  not 
attempt  to  bring  the  "patient"  in,  but 
merely  holds  him  afloat,  raising  one  hand 
as  a  signal  for  assistance.  The  rescuer  or 
"belt  man"  swims  out  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible. Arriving  at  the  scene  of  accident 
he  takes  the  drowning  man  from  the 
hands  of  the  "support,"  who  then  grasps 
the  rope  just  behind  the  "belt  man"  and 
as  soon  as  the  latter  has  the  drowning 
man  firmly  held,  the  "support"  raises  one 
arm  as  a  signal  for  those  on  shore  to  pull 
on  the  line.  The  assistants  in  the  water 
do  this  while  some  one  else  winds  up  the 
slack  on  the  reel.  Should  the  "belt  man" 
lose  his  grip  of  the  drowning  person,  he 
throws-  up  both  hands,  which  is  a  signal  to 
cease  pulling,  and  he  is  thus  given  an  op- 
portunity to  resecure  the  "patient."  This 
done,  the  one  arm  signal  is  again  given. 
As  soon  as  he  reaches  the  shallows,  the 
assistants  on  the  rope,  who  are  no  longer 
needed  to  pull,  go  to  his  aid,  carry  in  the 
"patient"  and  help  in  the  work  of  resus- 
citation. 

Some  of  the  best  swimmers  in  the  coun- 
try are  members  of  these  surf  clubs.  In 
the  demonstration  which  I  witnessed  at 
Manly  when  there  with  the  All-America 
track  team,  the  belts  were  filled  by  Cecil 
Healy  and  Tod  Solomon,  two  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Olympic  team.  In  this  case  this  duo 
had  a  race  to  supposed  "patients,"  a 
combination  of  sport  and  practice  for 
emergency. 

Sydneyites  and  Australians  generally  are 
much  alive  to  the  advantages  of  aquatic 
sports  and  have  constructed  many  public 
baths  and  have  made  swimming  a  part  of  the 
regular  school  curriculum  in  most  places. 
They  take  advantage  of  natural  facilities 
for  such  things  at  every  opportunity,  and 
so,  while  the  harbor  is  busy  with  commerce 
— it  is  the  first  port  of  the  South  Seas  and 
the  regular  stopping  place  of  liners  that 
dwarf  most  of  those  in  our  own  bay— and 
while  its  commerce  has  built  up  a  city  of 
upwards  of  600.000  people  on  its  shores, 
nevertheless  to  the  Sydneyite,  it  is  the  recre- 
ation place  of  his  holiday  and.  more  than 
any  other  single  thing  that  the  city  offers, 
the  means  of  his  amusement. 
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BISHOP  SUMNER  GIVES  AN  IN- 
SPIRING TALK. 

Record    Attendance   at    League   Luncheon. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  Recreation  League 
was  held  at  luncheon  at  the  Palace  Hotel, 
Thursday,  February  1,  1917,  at  12:30  p. 
m.,  with  President  Jesse  W.  Lilienthal  in 
the  chair.  One  hundred  persons  were 
present. 

The  secretary  reported  that,  in  spite  of 
the  holiday  season,  the  League  had  been 
very  active.  He  referred  to  the  use  of 
the  League  office  as  a  meeting  place  and 
also  to  its  work  in  connection  with  Jef- 
ferson Square  and  the  Aquatic  Park.  He 
emphasized  the  strong  support  that  the 
affiliated  organizations  had  given  the 
League  in  both  these  matters  and  said 
that  he  felt  increasingly  that  the  League 
should  be  sure  it  was  right  before  it 
went  ahead,  that  those  who  so  readily 
followed  might  never  have  cause  to  re- 
gret their  confidence  in  its  leadership. 

Miss  Alice  Regan  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation and  Playground  Commission  sup- 
plemented the  Secretary's  remarks  by  the 
statement  that  the  Playground  Commis- 
sion and  Superintendent  McLaren  of  the 
Park  Commission  had  virtually  reached 
an  agreement  in  regard  to  the  transfer 
of  half  of  Jefferson  Square  to  the  Playground 
Commission  for  play  purposes. 

Mr.  Garnet  Holme  spoke  on  "Commun- 
ity Drama",  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  best  dramatic  literature  was 
withheld  from  the  commercial  stage  and 
that  the  only  way  that  this  could  be 
offered  to  the  public  was  through  amateur 
performances.  He  advocated  a  number 
of  neighborhood  centers,  where  groups  of 
people  would  read  and  later  act  good 
plays.  He  pointed  out  that  this  would 
tend  to  keep  people  in  their  own  neigh- 
borhood at  night.  He  said  it  was  just 
as  unpardonable  to  hand  over  the  drama 
entirely  to  a  few  professionals  as  to  take 
such  a  course  in  athletics. 

Bishop  Walter  F.  Sumner  of  Oregon, 
speaking  on  the  topic,  "Recreation — Con- 
structive and  Destructive",  said  that  he 
had  come  to  look  upon  recreation  as  es- 
sential to  present  day  efficiency.  Con- 
structive recreation  was  that  which  gave 
joy  and  helped  to  shape  the  imagination. 
He  said  that,  while  the  ideal  playground 
was  the  home,  the  conditions  in  many 
homes  did  not  give  an  atmosphere  con- 
ducive to  play.  He  emphasized  the  neces- 
sity of  cleaning  up  the  play  places  offered 
by  the  street,  which  in  many  cases  were 
destructive  in  tendency,  and  referred  to 
the  moving  pictures,  in  which  he  criti- 
cized not  so  much  the  pictures  them- 
selves as  the  environment,  the  pool  room 
— the  starting  point  of  a  downward 
course  for  many  boys  of  high  school  age, 
the  public  dance  halls,  which  caused  the 
fall  of  many  girls,  and  the  penny  gam- 
bling devices  in  the  stores  near  the  schools 
which  aroused  the  gambling  instincts  in 
children. 

Along  the  line  of  constructive  substi- 
tution he  particularly  emphasized  the  use 
of  the  school  house  as  a  social  center  and 
told  what  had  been  done  in  Chicago.  He 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  having  paid 
employees  and  asserted  that  this  matter 
had  passed  the  experimental  stage  and 
that  the  Board  of  Education  could  go 
ahead  and  spend  large  sums  on  social 
centers  and  feel  they  were  doing  no  more 
than  their  duty. 

Miss  Mary  McDowell,  the  well-known 
Chicago  settlement  worker,  was  a  guest 
of  the  League  and,  upon  being  called  on 
by  the  chairman,  said  that  she  considered 
the  idea   of   playgrounds   for   the  children 


quite  settled  in  the  public  mind  but  that 
the  broader  necessity  for  relaxation  was 
not  so  thoroughly  inbued  in  the  civic 
conscience.  She  called  attention  to  Prof. 
Patrick's  emphasis  of  the  laugh  as  a 
necessary  factor  in  human  psychology 
and  of  the  need  of  relaxation  in  our  pres- 
ent day  speeding  up.  She  heartily  en- 
dorsed what  Mr.  Holme  had  said  of  the 
community  drama,  and  asserted  that  some- 
one ought  to  found  a  school  for  conduct- 
ing this  work  as  she  regarded  it  as  one 
of  the  great  factors  in  the  solution  of 
the  recreation  problem.  She  told  of  the 
work  that  had  been  done  along  this  line 
at  Hull  House. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gerberding  then  spoke 
of  the  plans  for  the  placing  of  a  repro- 
duction of  the  "Court  of  the  Ages"  in 
Jefferson  Square  and  asked  the  League's 
endorsement. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  two  p.  m. 


Lake  Menritt  Serves  Public. 

(Continued  from  page  1.) 

boys,  but  women  and  girls  take  just  as 
keen  an  interest  in  this  sport. 

Rowing  regattas  are  frequently  held 
throughout  the  year  and  attract  great  in- 
terest in  the  community.  Following  is  a 
list  of  some  of  the  principal  events  held 
during  the  past  year: 

Spring  Regatta,  April  1st,  in  which  ap- 
proximately 600  persons,  mostly  school 
boys  and  girls,  participated. 

Shakespearean  Pageant,  April  29th — 
Entire  crew  boat  equipment  converted 
into  Shakespearean  floats  by  the  help  of 
high  schools,  playground  crews,  and  vari- 
ous organizations. 

Fourth  of  July  Celebration — Pacific 
Coast  championship  skiff  and  barge  races 
on  the  lake.  Aquatic  events  under  di- 
rection of  the  boat  house  employees. 

Fall  Regatta,  October  28th — Largest 
representation  of  grammar  schools  in  the 
events  of  any  previous  affair  on  the  lake. 
Successful  flotilla  drill  in  navy  whale- 
boats  by  grammar  school  crews. 

Besides  these  chief  events,  the  boating 
had  become  so  fully  a  part  of  school 
athletics  that  a  number  of  the  schools 
held  inter-class  regattas  of  their  own, 
and  a  series  of  competitive  events  were 
in  progress  according  to  schedule  during 
a  greater  part  of  the  school  season. 
Among  new  recreational  uses  of  the  lake 
was  an  illuminated  parade  successfully 
carried  out  by  means  of  the  navy  boat 
equipment. 


J. 


MANY  CITIES  HAVE  PROVIDED 
MUNICIPAL  BEACHES. 

San  Francisco  Almost  Alone. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  cities  of  the 
United  States  having  municipal  bathing 
beaches  as  reported  by  the  Playground  and 
Recreation  Association  of  America.  A 
glance  at  those  printed  in  bold-face  type 
shows  that  practically  every  city  in  the 
country  San  Francisco's  size  or  larger  has 
provided  such  facilities,  besides  many 
smaller  places. 

Denver,  Colo. 
Pueblo,  Colo. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Middletown,  Conn. 
New  London,  Conn. 
Willimantic,  Conn. 
Savannah.  Ga. 
Chicago,   III. 
Evanston,   III. 
Lake  Forest,  111. 
Moline,   111. 
Ottawa,  111. 
Peoria.  111. 
Columbus.  Ind. 
Connersville,  Ind. 
E.   Chicago,  Ind. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Logansport.  Ind. 
South  Bend,  Ind. 
Washington,  Ind. 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Smith  Center,  Kan. 
Bellevue,  Ky. 
Louisville,   Ky. 
Lake  Charles.  La. 
Portland,  Maine. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Brockton.   Mass. 
Cambridge,  Mass. 
Canton,  Mass. 
Holyoke,  Mass. 
Xewton,  Mass. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
Salem,  Mass. 
Somerville.  Mass. 
Springfield.  Mass. 
Wakefield,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Detroit,   Mich. 
Ionia,   Mich. 
Jackson,  Mich. 
Kalamazoo,  Mich. 
Monroe,   Mich. 
Duluth,  Minn. 
Minneapolis,   Minn. 


Rochester,  Minn. 
St.   Paul,   Minn. 
Winona,  Minn. 
Omaha,    Neb. 
Carney's  Point.  N 
Oceanic,  N.  J. 
Perth  Amboy.  N.  J. 
Trenton,  N.  J. 
Buffalo,   N.  Y. 
Lackawanna.  N.  Y. 
New  York,   N.  Y. 
N.  Tarrvtown,  N.  Y. 
Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Celina,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Dayton,  Ohio 
Oallipolis,    Ohio 
Nelsonville.   Ohio 
New  Philadelphia,  O 
Steubenville.  Ohio 
Hamburg.   Pa. 
Munhall    &  Home- 
stead. Pa. 
Pittsburgh.  Pa. 
Pittson.   Pa. 
West  Grove,  Pa. 
Wilkes  Barre.  Pa. 
Williamsport.  Pa. 
Newport,  R.  I. 
Providence.  R.  I. 
Westerly.  R.  I. 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 
Port  Worth,  Texas 
Grantsville.  Utah 
Seattle,   Wash. 
Tacoma,  Wash. 
Kenosha,  Wis. 
Manitowac,  Wis. 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Neenah.  Wis. 
Wausau,   Wis. 
Hamilton.   Ont. 
Toronto,   Ont. 
Windsor.   Ont. 


General    Bell    on    Aquatic    Park. 

An  aquatic  program  will  be  given  by 
the  civic  section  of  the  To  Kalon  Club  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  at  2:30,  February  13, 
1917,  in  the  auditorium  of  Calvary  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Major-General  J.  Frank- 
lin Bell,  U.  S.  A.,  will  address  the  club 
and  moving  pictures  of  the  events  held 
at  the  proposed  Aquatic  Park  on  Colum- 
bus Day  celebration   will  be  shown. 
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Pacific    Association   Basketball   Champion- 
ship. 

The  long  search  of  the  basketball  com- 
mit toi-  of  die  Pacific  Association  for  a 
court  has  resulted  in  their  securing  the 
gymnasium  of  the  San  Francisco  Turn 
in.  on  Sutter  street,  near  Divisadero. 
The  organization  has  donated  the  court 
to  the  Association  for  the  playing  of 
games  In  the  San  Francisco  district  and 
is  doing  everything  possible  to  assure  the 
success  of  the  tournament. 

Twenty  teams  have  entered  from  San 
Francisco,  and  thirty-three  teams  are  en- 
rolled in  the  contest  from  the  remaining 
districts  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Pa- 
cific Association.  The  following  schedule 
of  district  games  for  San  Francisco  has 
been  announced: 

January  30 —  „..„„_     , 

C    I*    B.  C.  vs.  Spartans,  110-lb.  class. 
Telegraphs  vs.  C.  P.  B.  C,  120-lb.  class. 
St.     Ignatius    vs.     First    United    Presbyterian, 
145-lb.  class. 

February  3 — 

Willows  vs.  Y.  M.   I.,  110-lb.  class. 

C    P    B    C    vs.  Olympic  Club.  120-lb.  class. 

Knights  vs.  C.  P.  B.   C,  145-lb.  class. 

February  10 —  __n  „ 

Turn-Verein  vs.   C.   P.  B.  C,  110-lb.  class. 

O.  C.  vs.  Y.  M.  I..  120-lb.  class. 

O.  C.  vs.  St.  Ignatius,  145-lb.  class. 
February  12 — 

110-lb.  finals.  nn 

San  Francesco  B.  C.  vs.  Y.  M.  I.,  130-lb.  class. 

145-lb.  finals. 
February  16 — 

120-lb.  finals. 

130-lb.   finals. 

San  Francisco  T.  V.   vs.   Co.   D,  L.   C.   C.    (un- 
limited class). 

Mr.  Ed.  Collins  has  been  selected  to 
referee  all  the  games  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco division.  District  play  in  Oakland 
began  Monday,  February  5,  and  games 
are  being  played  on  the  courts  of  the 
Berkeley  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Oakland  Y.  M.  C. 
A.,  and  St.  Mary's  gymnasium.  As  soon 
as  district  winners  in  the  various  weight 
classes  are  decided,  the  committee  will 
arrange  for  the  playing  of  final  cham- 
pionship games. 

San  Francisco  Athletic  League  Basketball. 

The  annual  basketball  tournament  of 
the  high  schools  of  San  Francisco  began 
January  16,  and  will  be  concluded  Feb- 
ruary 23.  The  majority  of  the  games  are 
being  played  in  the  afternoon,  while  the 
finals  will  be  played  at  night.  Nine 
schools  are  represented  with  teams  in  the 
tournament  and  the  play  is  producing 
many  closely  contested  games. 

Many  Teams  Enter  P.   S.  A.   L,   Soccer. 

Twenty-seven  teams  have  entered  the 
Public  Schools  Athletic  League  soccer 
tournament — more  than  three  times  as 
many  as  in  the  initial  competition  last 
year.  This  sport  seems  to  have  taken 
quite  a  hold  among  the  boys  of  the  gram- 
mar schools.  The  entry  is  so  large  that 
the  tournament  will  have  to  be  split  into 
divisions,  as  in  the  longer  established 
contests    in    baseball    and    basketball. 

Students  from  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia will  referee  the  contests  in  co- 
operation with  the   Playground   Directors. 

Volley  ball  has  made  a  conquest  of  the 
girls  and  boys  on  Excelsior  Playground, 
and  a  tournament  of  great  interest  is  be- 
ing conducted   at   the  present   time. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES 


Fourteen  school  yard  playgrounds  were 
placed  in  operation  by  the  Playground 
Commission  on  the  first  of  February.  Play 
leaders  will  be  in  charge  of  the  activities 
on  these  grounds  from  3  to  5  p.  m.  on 
school-days  and  from  9  a.  m.  to  12  m.  on 
Saturdays.  During  the  summer  vacation 
the  yards  will  be  open  for  play  from  9 
a.  m.   to  5:30  p.  m.  daily,  except  Sundays. 

The  following  assignments  of  play  leaders 

have    been    made : 

Bay  View — Miss  Mclnerney. 
Bryant — Miss  Doris  Slack. 
Farragut — Miss  Imelda  Cashin. 
Glen  Park — Miss  Louise  Carson. 
I.   M.   Scott — Miss  MacDonald. 
James  Lick — Mrs.  F.  M.  Watson. 
Longfellow — Mrs.  J.  H.  Brunk. 
McKinley — Miss  Mary  E.  Casey. 
Redding — Miss  Jean  Hamill. 
Roosevelt — Miss  Blech. 
Sheridan — Miss  Marie  C.  Fox. 
Starr  King — Miss  Rita  Dowd. 
Visitacion — Miss  A.   E.  Ahlman. 
Yerba  Buena — Miss  Myrtle  Ewing. 

*  *       * 

The  semi-annual  noontime  tournaments 
have  been  started  for  the  third  consecutive 
term  at  Hamilton  Playground.  Director 
E.  J.  Richards  has  introduced  some  new 
elements  into  the  present  competitive 
games.  A  Senior  Division  of  six  teams  and 
a  Junior  Division,  also  of  six  teams,  will 
compete  in  baseball  and  basketball.  These 
games  will  cover  a  period  of  nine  weeks, 
after  which  volley  ball,  tennis  and  handball 
will  be  the  program  for  the  remainder  of 
the  term. 

Teams  in  each  class  have  been  organized 
by  the  boys  of  Hamilton  Intermediate 
School.  Captains  have  been  elected  and 
the  season  bids  fair  to  be  a  very  busy 
one.  No  trophies  are  awarded,  all  games 
being  played  solely  to  determine  the  cham- 
pionship of  the  school  in  each  line  of 
sport.  In  May,  1916,  the  noon  league  was 
started  as  an  experiment;  a  schedule  of 
ten  baseball  games  was  arranged  and  car- 
ried through.  On  account  of  an  increasing 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  boys,  the 
schedule  has  grown  until  it  includes  45 
baseball,  30  basketball  and  15  volley  ball 
games,  with  a  handball  and  tennis  tourna- 
ment  in   each   division. 

*  *       * 

Director  Edward  Penaluna  of  Southside 
Playground  has  been  assigned  to  the  duty 
of  refereeing  all  the  basketball  games  in 
the  1917  Tournament  of  the  San  Francisco 
Athletic   League. 

*  *       # 

The  semi-annual  interclass  baseball  tour- 
nament of  the  Lick-Wilmerding  students 
began  Wednesday,  Jan.  31st,  on  Jackson 
Playgrounds.  Two  games  will  be  played 
on  the  oval  simultaneously.  Track  and 
field  athletes  of  the  school  are  also  out  in 
force  every  Wednesday  on  the  field  and 
cinder-track. 

*  *       * 

The  Girls'  Basketball  Teams  on  Hamil- 
ton Playground  have  been  divided  into  a 
Senior  and  Junior  Division.  The  Clovers, 
Mascots,  Units  and  Stars  form  the  Senior 
Division,  while  the  Juniors  have  nine 
teams — the  Juniors,  Swallows,  Orioles,  Blue 
Birds,  Eagles,  Forget-me-nots,  Roses,  Gold- 
en   Poppies    and    Amazonidae.      The    older 


girls  act  as  coaches  and  referees  for  the 
younger  set.  There  are  now  two  basket- 
ball courts  for  the  girls  and  frequently 
four  or  more  games  a  day  are  scheduled. 

*  *       * 

Tennis  has  gained  such  popularity  among 
the  girls  of  Jackson  Playground  that  on 
Friday  of  each  week  the  court  is  reserved 
exclusively  for  their  use.  It  is  probable 
that  two  days  a  week  will  be  set  aside 
for  tennis  enthusiasts  among  the  girls. 

*  *       * 

The  Inter-Playground  Basketball  Tourna- 
ment is  now  drawing  to  a  ciose,  after  some 
exciting  contests.  In  the  90-pound  class, 
the  Excelsior  team  is  out  in  front,  with- 
out a  defeat  to  mar  its  record.  In  the 
105-pound  class,  three  teams  are  tied  for 
first  place  honors — those  representing  Holly 
Park,  North    Beach    and    Excelsior. 

*  #       * 

The  baseball  diamonds  of  Southside  and 
Jackson  Playgrounds  are  being  put  in  first 
class  condition  for  the  long  baseball  sea- 
son, and  an  exceptionally  heavy  use  of 
these  popular  grounds  is  anticipated. 


Bay    Cities'    Physical    Education     Associa- 
tion. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bay  Cities' 
Physical  Education  and  Recreation  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  the  Municipal  Audi- 
torium, Oakland,  January  19.  The  fol- 
lowing   officers    were    elected: 

President  —  Miss  Winifred  van  Hagen, 
Orkland. 

Secretary-Treasurer^Miss  M.  P.  Hagan, 
San   Francisco. 

Vice-Presidents — Mr.  Gustavus  Schnei- 
der, Berkeley;  Miss  Mabel  Swisher,  Ala- 
meda; Mr.  J.  B.  Nash,  Oakland;  Mr.  E. 
B.    De  Groot,   San   Francisco. 

The  program  of  the  Association  for 
1917  includes  the  following  varied  activ- 
ities: 

January  19 — Practice  Cotillion.  Election  of  of- 
ficers. Leader.  .Miss  Elizabeth  Stoner  of  Mills 
College.  Ballroom.  Municipal  Auditorium,  Oak- 
land, 8  p.  m.  Joint  meeting  with  the  Recreation 
Department   of  Oakland. 

.March — Members  attend  Physical  Education 
Section  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Institute. 
(Members  to   be   notified  as   to   time.) 

April  27 — Members  guests  of  Mills  College.     An 

evening  of  sports,  bowling,  etc. 

July — Summer  Session  of  the  University  of 
California.     Members  attend  yearly  meeting 

tiie  Pacific  Coast  Physical  Education  and  Recre- 
ation Association.  (Memlx  is  to  be  notified  as  to 
time.) 

August  24— Visit  Women's  Athletic  Club,  San 
Fra  nrisco. 

October  21 — Launch  trip  around  the  bay  for 
members  and  friends.  (Members  to  be  notified 
as    to  cost   and   D*l  tier   details.) 

November  '!?, — Meeting  in  San  Francisco,  Mr. 
De  Groot,  leader.     (Members  to  be  notified 

time  and   place.) 
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RECREATION    OUTLOOK,  1917-1918 


By   -MRS.   E.   L.  BALDWIN. 


The  forces  operating  in  war  time  de- 
mand a  speeding:  up  and  concentration 
of  effort  toward  efficiency  in  every  field 
of  operation  or  endeavor.  The  field  of 
recreation  is  no  exception.  Intensive 
social  work  is  demanded.  Every  effort 
should  be  made  at  this  time  to  conserve 
the  normal  life  and  living-  conditions  of 
children. 

If,  as  has  beell  so  aptly  stated,  the 
second  line  of  defense  is  the  conservation 
Of  food  and  resources  for  carrying-  on  the 
war,  then  hack  of  this  line  must  be  the 
conservation  of  resources  for  carrying 
on  the  civilization  for  which  war  is  being 
waged. 

We  see,  as  never  before,  the  absolute 
necessity    for   the   voting:   manhood    and 


• 


• 


womanhood  of  today,  to  preserve  physi- 
cal strength  and  well  being,  to  acquire 
poise  and  self-control  and  to  cultivate 
that  sense  of  fair  play,  equality  and 
justice  upon  which  our  democracy  de- 
pends. 

To  co-operate  with  the  San  Francisco 
Committee  for  Recreation  of  Soldiers 
and  Sailors,  by  turning  over  to  them  our 
resources  of  organization  and  equip- 
ment :  to  promote  a  greater  participa- 
tion by  the  community  in  recreation 
through  music,  drama,  art,  and  athletics; 
to  foster  and  stimulate  all  forces  work- 
ing- to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  chil- 
dren and  the  young-  men  and  women  of 
the  community  through  recreation,  is 
the  present  outlook  for  the  year's  work 
of  the  Recreation  League. 


RECREATION    FOR    SOLDIERS    AND    SAILORS 


IN   SAN    FRANCISCO 


THE  War  Department  Commission  on 
Training  Camp  Activities  was  appointed 
with  the  object  of  promoting  a  rich  and 
sufficient  program  of  recreational  activities 
in  the  training  camps  and  in  the  com- 
munities surrounding  the  training  camps. 
The  plan  is  to  work  through  the  various 
organizations  in  the  communities  surround- 
ing the  training  camps  in  providing  a 
broad  constructive  program  of  amusements 
so  as  to  keep  the  soldiers  at  the  highest 
point  of  efficiency  mentally,  morally  and 
physically. 

The  members  of  this  commission  are: 
Raymond  B.  Fosdick  of  New  York:  Leo 
F.  Hamner  of  the  Russell  Sage  Founda- 
tion of  New  York;  Joseph  Lee  of  Boston, 
president  of  the  Playground  and  Recrea- 
tion Association  of  America;  Malcolm  L. 
McBride  of  Cleveland;  John  R.  Mott  of 
the  International  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  Joseph  Ray- 
craft,  physical  director  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity: Major  Palmer  E.  Pierce,  Army 
General  Staff;  Charles  P.  Neil  and  Thomas 
J.  Howelle  of  Pittsburg. 

Our  work  is  to  cooperate  with  the 
various  civic,  commercial,  religious,  philan- 
thropic, municipal  and  social  organizations 
in  the  cities  surrounding  the  camps.  The 
plan  usually  followed  is  to  organize  a 
local  committee  in  each  city  representative 
of  all  these  organizations.  This  committee 
will  provide  for  the  co-ordination  of  the 
many  efforts  that  will  be  made  for  the 
entertainment  of  soldiers;  will  prevent 
overlapping;  and  will  aid  and  advise  with 
any  organization  desiring  to  help.  We  are 
dealing  with  a  fine  lot  of  healthy,  red- 
blooded  young  men,  and  it  is  desired  to 
furnish  an  abundance  of  red-blooded  recrea- 


tion that  will  appeal  to  the  boys  and  keep 
them  occupied  in  their  leisure  time.  It  is 
not  intended  to  lay  down  any  hard  and 
fast  plan,  but  rather  to  do  the  thing 
which  seems  most  advisable  in  each  com- 
munity. 

This  work  has  been  started  in  San 
Francisco  through  the  appointment  by 
Mayor  James  Rolph,  Jr.,  of  a  committee 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  repre- 
sentative persons.  The  San  Francisco 
Committee  for  Recreation  of  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  to  work  in  co-operation  with  the 
War  Department  Commission  on  Training 
Camp  Activities,  is  organized  with  the 
following    officers: 

Jesse  W.  Lilienthal,  General  Chairman. 

H.  Feldman,  Executive  Secretary,  repre- 
senting War  Department  Commission  on 
Training   Camp   Activities. 

Albert  Ehrgott,   Secretary. 

Arthur  Arlett,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Baldwin,  Miss 
Marion  Delaney,  E.  B.  DeGroot,  Dr.  A.  H. 
Giannini,  Warren  Olney,  Jr.,  Lyman  Pierce, 
Dr.  Langley  Porter,  George  M.  Rolph,  Wm. 
Sproule,  Fred  A.  McCarl,  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

This  Committee  has  been  recognized  offi- 
cially as  cooperating  with  the  War  De- 
partment Commission  on  Training  Camp 
Activities.  The  local  representative  of 
the  Commission  is  H.  Feldman,  with  offices 
at  the  Committee's  headquarters,  1058 
Phelan  Building  (care  of  Recreation 
League).  Please  note  the  telephone  num- 
ber is  Douglas  15.57. 

GiJiKCE  E.  Dickie, 
Supervisor,  Pacific  Coast  District,  represent- 
ing    War     Department     Commission     on 
Training  Camp  Activities. 


IN  social  work  one  is  often  beset  with 
misgivings  as  to  wrhether  one  is  doing 
just  the  right  thing  in  a  situation  and 
whether  it  is  the  really  fundamental 
thing.  It  is  rarely  that  an  opportunity 
offers  where  personal  acts  of  kindness  are 
at  the  same  time  the  mode  of  conduct  best 
suited  to  aid  a  serious  condition,  such  as 
that  now  created  by  the  sudden  concen- 
tration of  virile  young  men  in  training 
camps. 

By  inviting  soldiers  to  our  homes,  by 
showing  a  kindly  interest  in  their  welfare, 
and  by  making  it  less  harsh  for  them  to 
be  away  from  their  own  homes  and 
friends,  we  have  not  only  the  personal 
feeling  of  good  works  but  the  intellectual 
satisfaction  that  it  is  the  thing  most 
needed. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  using  this  bit  of 
space  to  express  my  own  delight  in  being 
assigned  to  friendly,  Bohemian  San  Fran- 
cisco in  this  work.  The  people  on  our 
Committee  are  so  interested,  so  interesting, 
so  eager,  that  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be 
associated   with   them. 

Our  program?  Why — everything  that 
has  been  done  elsewhere,  with  a  few 
purely    San    Franciscan    ideas    thrown    in. 

H.    Feldmax. 
Representing   War    Department    Commission 
on  Training  Camp  Activities  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. 


.Mis.  A.  P.  Black,  Vice-President  of  the 
Recreation  League,  will  be  in  charge  of  ar- 
rangements for  the  monthly  luncheons  and 
programs  of  the  coming  year. 
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RECREATION  FOR  RECREATION 
WORKERS 

The  bald-headed  man  selling  hair  restorer, 
the  sick  doctor,  the  unethical  preacher — Are 
not  some  of  us  recreation  workers  really 
like  them?  Filled  with  a  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  recreation,  are  not  many  of  us 
giving  our  health,  our  leisure  and  sometimes 
our  sleep  in  order  to  make  possible  recre- 
ation for  others,  forgetting  that  we  should 
practice  what  we  preach,  caught  in  a  maze 
of  detail,  finding  that  others  often  shirk 
things  which  need  to  be  done?  We  must 
remember  that  to  preach  the  true  gospel 
of  recreation,  we  must  have  that  inspiration 
which  comes  from  forgetting  all  that,  and 
drawing  the  big  care-free  breath  of  zestful 
play. 

It  must  be  a  pleasure  to  a  Drama  League 
worker  to  go  to  a  play  which  requires  none 
of  his  or  her  attention,  to  an  athletic  en- 
thusiast to  be  able  to  sit  by  occasionally 
and  see  things  go  without  having  to  worry 
about  its  details. 

Recreation  workers  would  find  that  nothing 
will  add  as  much  efficiency  and  "pep"  to 
their  work  as  shirking  it  once  in  a  while. 


E.  B.  DeGROOT  IN  U.  S.  REPORT 
ON  RECREATION 

The  latest  publication  issued  by  the  Chil- 
dren's Bureau  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Labor  is  a  survey  of  facilities  for  children's 
play  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Mr.  E.  B. 
DeGroot,  head  of  school  recreational  facili- 
ties in  San  Francisco  is  credited  with  the 
chapter  on  Principles  of  Recreation. 

Not  many  years  ago  the  women's  clubs  of 
the  country  were  urging  appropriations  for 
playgrounds  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  result  of  these  efforts  are  set  forth  in 
this  interesting  report.  Members  wishing 
to  secure  it  should  write  for  Bureau  Publi- 
cation No.  22,  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  8, 
Children's  Bureau,  Department  of  Labor. 


A  WORD  ON  RECREATION 

From  the  Standpoint  of  the  Training  Camp. 


The  first  "recreation  instinct"  of  one 
who  has  been  kept  hard  at  work  at  a  mili- 
tary camp  for  a  day  or  days  is  to  get  out 
of  it.  Change  of  scene,  food,  and  com- 
panions are  the  prime  requisites  of  a 
"good  time."  I  believe,  therefore,  that 
where  camps  are  near  cities  and  not  in 
isolated  locations,  the  work  of  the  commit- 
tees having  to  do  with  soldiers'  amuse- 
ments in  those  adjacent  cities  is  vastly 
more  important  than  that  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  which  is  making  its  field  the  provi- 
sion of  recreation  within  the  camp  bound- 
aries. I  do  not  wish  to  minimize  the 
work  or  the  possibilities  for  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  but  I  do  wish  to  lay  stress 
on  the  psychology  of  change  in  this  con- 
nection, for  I  believe  it  to  be  basic. 


Hereafter  at  least  one  column  of  the  Rec- 
reation Bulletin  will  be  devoted  to  the  ac- 
tivities of  the  San  Francisco  Committee  of 
Recreation  for  Soldiers  and  Sailors. 


LIEUTENANT  EUSTACE  M.   PEIXOTTO, 

Former  Secretary  of  the  Recreation  League,  who 
has  written  for  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  a 
word  on  Recreation  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
Training'   Camp. 

Camp  life  is  monotonous.  You  get  up  at 
the  same  hour  every  day,  work  with  the 
same  group  of  men  on  much  the  same 
routine  of  drills  and  exercises,  eat  meals 
which  are  prepared  and  served  strictly  as 
replenishers  of  bodily  waste  and  not  as 
the  artistic  creations  of  gastronomic  spe- 
cialists, and  your  lights  go  out  at  exactly 
the  same  hour  every  evening.  An  excel- 
lent life  to  lead,  not  unenjoyable  in  itself, 
but  monotonous. 

Into  this  regular  existence,  then,  comes 
at  stated  intervals,  leave.  What  is  your 
first  impulse?  To  seek  something  entirely 
different,  to  catch  the  first  car  for  town 
where  lights  are  bright,  streets  full  of  new- 
faces,  and  everything  as  different  from  the 
camp  as  day  from  night.  It  isn't  that  you 
don't  like  the  camp  or  the  army  life,  not 
at  all.  It  is  just  that  recreation,  variety, 
and  the  spice  of  life  are  synonomous 
terms. 

More     power     then     to     the     Recreation 


committees  for  Soldiers  and  Sailors.  "Take 
the  boys  home  to  dinner."  Believe  me, 
a  home  dinner  tastes  good  after  a  week  of 
camp  "chow"!  Provide  other  amusements, 
not  athletics  so  much  as  less  strenuous 
pursuits.  Remember  the  recruits  will  get 
a  systematic  course  in  physical  training 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  each  day  besides 
the  military  drills,  marches  and  trench 
digging,  so  don't  think  it  necessary  that 
the  recreation  be  "active"  and  that  "every- 
one should  participate."  Leave  that  side 
to  the  army  itself!  With  the  exception  of 
dancing,  which  somehow  is  different,  your 
men  on  leave  will  want  to  be  amused,  not 
to  give  the  show  himself.  To  see  a  play 
or  a  movie,  to  talk  to  people  and  get  a 
chance  to  tell  about  his  new  life,  to  view 
the  sights  of  the  city  and  surrounding 
country,  preferably  in  an  auto — these  are 
some  of  the  pleasures  that  would,  in  my 
judgment,  appeal  most  to  most  men. 

From  what  I  know  of  the  plans  of  the 
Committee  of  Recreation  for  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  it  is  these  things  which  it  is  en- 
deavoring to  supply.  The  League  as  a 
body  and  its  members  as  individuals 
should  devote  every  effort  to  the  further- 
ance of  this  work.  With  San  Francisco 
the  daily  recreation  ground  of  the  thou- 
sands at  the  Presidio  and  the  week-end 
resort  of  the  tens  of  thousands  at  Camp 
Fremont,  it  presents  a  fertile  field  for 
work,  one  that  will  require  all  the  avail- 
able labor  to  produce  an  adequate  crop 
and  to  keep  it  free  from  weeds  and 
weevils. 
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AUGUST  MEETINGS. 

-Choral   Societv. 

-Lincoln    Park   Golf   Club. 

-Alpine  Club. 

-Registration    Committee    P.    A. 

-Pacific  Association  Amateur  Oars- 
men. 

-Dolphin  Club. 

-P.  A.   Board  of  Governors. 

-San   Francisco  Athletic  League. 

-San  Francisco  Athletic  League. 

-Pacific  Association  Amateur  Oars- 
men. 

-Drama   League. 

-Registration    Committee    P.     A. 

-Executive  Committee  Recreation 
League. 

-Pacific  Association  Amateur  Oars- 
men. 


TREASURERS   REPORT. 


Treasurer    Cutler 
lowing   memberships 

Mrs.  Charles  W.  Slack. 
Mr.  M.  S.  Nickelsburg. 
Mr.  Gustave  Bremer. 
Mr.  Rolla  V.  Watt. 
Charles  De  Y.  Elkus. 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Koshland. 
Miss  Elsie  Bowman. 
Mrs.  Jessie  Davis  Nahl. 
Mr.  Jesse  W.  Lilienthal. 
Miss  Hat  tie  Mooser. 
People's  Place. 
Mrs.  I..  Guggenheime. 


Paige    reports    the    fol- 
f or    August : 
Mr.  Ludwig  Arnstein. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Ehrman. 

Mrs.  s.  w.  Ehrman. 

Mrs.  Sidney  s.  Ehrman. 

Mr.  Garret  McEnerny. 

Miss  Beatrice  Vrooman. 

Mrs.  J.  s.  Silverberg. 

Young  Men's    Hebrew 
Association. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Richardson. 

Exposition      Valley      Im- 
provement Association. 


Dr.  G.  H.  Richardson,  Chairman  of  the 
Boys'  Section,  has  resigned  his  charge  he- 
cause  of  his  absence  from  the  city.  He  has 
asked  that  Mr.  S.  Wiley  Winsor  be  asked  to 
(ill  his  place  and  Mr.  Winsor  is  now  planning 
a  very  sufficient  program  for  the  coming 
year,  details  of  which  will  be  announced 
later. 


Woman  in  war  time,  doing  her  "bit,"  un- 
dertakes work  never  before  attempted.  The 
present  Secretary  has  never  before  been  an 
jeditor,  and  if  (he  appearance  of  this  issue 
of  the  Bulletin  is  pleasing  credit  is  due  to 
Mr.  Feldman  of  the  Committee  on  Recrea- 
tion for  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  who  with  BCiB- 
sors,  blank  paper,  and  paste  pot.  brought  or- 
der out  of  the  chaos  of  proof  she 
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DANCE   HALL  SUPERVISION. 

The  report  of  the  Dance  Hall  Inspector  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  as  published  in  the  City 
Bulletin  of  April  21st,  gives  us  an  insight  not 
onlv  into  the  really  effective  work  being 
done  in  that  city,  but  demonstrates  very 
plainly  that  the  inspector,  Mrs.  Evalyn  Scat- 
terday.  has  brought  into  her  work  the  ability 
to  bring  about  the  co-operation  which  is  a 
most  valuable  asset  in  any  public  office. 

Following  are  a  few  extracts  from  her 
report  which  may  prove  of  value  to  our 
Dance  Hall  Section: 

"Taking  New  York  as  a  representative 
city,  three-fourths  of  the  boys  and  one-half 
of  the  girls  of  the  city  frequent  the  dance 
halls,  while  50  per  cent  of  the  boys  and  30 
per  cent  of  the  girls  learn  to  dance  there. 

•'Suggestions  for  Better  Management — 

"First — The  management  is  given  the  right 
to  refuse  admittance  to  or  retire  any  objec- 
tionable persons. 

"Second — Boys  and  girls  under  16  will  not 
be  admitted  unless  properly  chaperoned. 

"Third — Ladies  are  requested  to  remove 
their  hats  when  on  the  dance  floor  (a  girl 
wearing  a  hat  must  bend  to  one  side  or  her 
body  back  to  avoid  striking  her  partner; 
besides  being  uncomfortable  for  the  girl,  it 
gives  them  a  very  awkward  and  unladylike 
appearance. 

"Fourth — Freak  dances  of  all  kinds  are 
prohibited. 

"Fifth — Noises  should  not  be  tolerated,  for 
this  tends  to  promote  the  spirit  of  rowdyism. 

"Sixth — No  pass-out  checks  must  be  issued. 

"Seventh-^-That  no  one  be  admitted  after 
10:30  p.  m.,  as  the  dances  close  at  11  p.  m. 

"Eighth — That  no  smoking  be  allowed  ex- 
cept in  the  gentlemen's  room. 

Ninth — That  no  moonlight  dances  be  held 
unless  the  "moon"  be  sufficiently  bright  so 
that  all  dancers  in  the  hall  may  be  distinctly 
visible. 

"Preventive  Measures. — The  inspector  has 
tried  in  all  cases  to  make  her  work  pre- 
ventive. We  can  prevent  the  drinking  where 
we  cannot  cure  the  evils  resulting  from 
deeds  committed  while  intoxicated;  we  can 
prevent  girls  and  boys  too  young  entering, 
where  we  could  not  cure  the  disastrous  re- 
sults from  their  exposure  to  the  dangers:  we 
can  prevent  the  questionable  dances  and  po- 
sitions in  dancing,  where  we  could  not  cure 
the  thoughts  arising  from  such  dancing;  we 
can  prevent  any  questioning  of  a  girl's  good 
name,  where  we  would  be  helpless  in  curing 
the  evils  resulting  from  such  questioning. 

■■Results  of  Supervision.  —  The  increased 
supervision  of  dance  halls  and  dancing  acad- 


emies and  the  stricter  rules  governing  them 
have  had  a  splendid  effect  upon  this  form 
of  the  city's  amusement.  The  managers  are 
now  almost  universally  co-operating  with  the 
inspector  in  enforcing  the  ordinance  and 
are  following  suggestions  in  conducting  their 
dances,  although  at  first  the  dance  hall  regu- 
lations met  with  opposition  by  a  great  many 
managers  who  feared  their  door  receipts 
would  suffer.  Happily,  just  the  reverse  has 
proven  true,  for  with  stricter  regulations  in 
force  the  respectability  of  the  places  has 
been  raised,  until  a  great  many  more  girls 
and  boys  are  allowed  to  come  who  formerly 
were  not.  Thus  the  receipts  have  grown 
greater  instead  of  less.  It  has  forced  the 
common  halls,  where  dancing  of  all  kinds 
was  permitted — the  halls  of  unsavory  reputa- 
tions— out  of  business.  When  the  young  men 
and  girls  who  frequented  such  places  had 
to  conduct  themselves  as  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, they  did  not  care  to  patronize  those 
places,  and  preferred  some  hall  with  a  bet- 
ter reputation.  As  the  standard  was  raised 
in  the  halls  where  it  took  supervision  to 
compel  it  to  be  raised,  it  was  raised  in  the 
halls  where  managers  had  always  catered 
to  the  better  class  of  dancers,  and  who  had 
done  everything  they  could  to  make  their 
places  eminently  respectable.  The  crowds 
have  never  been  so  large  as  they  have  been 
lately  in  our  best  dance  halls,  and  each 
added  restriction  increases  the  attendance, 
while  forcing  the  dances  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  scale  out  of  business.  And  this  is  the 
best  recommendation  for  more  strict  super- 
vision than  we  could  wish. 

"Department  Self-Supporting. — Unlike  many 
altruistic  movements,  this  work  has  nearly 
paid  for  itself.  Council  appropriated  $950  in 
1916  for  this  work,  and  the  fees  from  licenses 
and  permits  amounted  to  $786,  leaving  the 
cost  to  the  city  of  $153.19." 


ABOUT  COMMUNITY  SINGING. 

The  last  issue  of  the  Playground  Magazine 
contains  some  suggestions  as  to  Community 
Singing.  Community  Singing  has  been  fos- 
tered to  some  extend  by  a  committee  of 
the  Recreation  League  and  no  doubt,  as  the 
demand  for  this  type  of  recreation  grows, 
San  Francisco  will  take  its  place  among 
cities  promoting  Community  Singing. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Pennoyer  writes:  "At  first 
in  organizing  the  Community  Singing  we 
must  make  use  of  those  groups  most  nearly 
organized  or  most  nearly  ready  and  mean- 
while be  getting  acquainted  with  the  others. 
In  learning  these  things  of  course  one  learns 
the  constituency  in  other  ways. 


RECREATION    LEAGUE 

OF   SAN    FRANCISCO 

I  desire  to  be  enrolled  as  a member  of  the 

RECREATION     LEAGUE    OF    SAN     FRANCISCO,    and    accordingly 
enclose  $ as  my  dues  for  the  year  191... 


Name 
Street  . 


Membership       $  1.00 

Contributing 5.00 

Affiliated 25.00 


Associate $  50.00 

Sustaining 100.00 

Life 500.00 


Checks  Payable  to  RECREATION   LEAGUE  OF   SAN    FRANCISCO 
1058-1060  Phelan  Building  Telephone  Douglas  1557 


"Twice  a  year  I  would  have  all  the  singers 
in  the  high  school  and  older  grammar  grades 
sing  in  mass  chorus,  and  once  a  year  all 
these  and  also  all  the  adult  choruses  in  mass 
sing  one  or  more  selections,  both  of  these 
groups  sitting  in  the  front  rows  or  on  the 
platform — on  either  side  of  the  center — to 
lead  the  entire  audience  in  their  simplest 
of  song  singing.  .  .  .  Community  Singing 
must  tend  to  be  as  much  as  possible  singing 
by  the  community.  So  it  seems  best  to  get 
all  the  smaller  groups  to  going  and  then 
the  community  chorus  comes  to  be  the  com- 
bination of  these  groups  in  mass  chorus  in- 
stead of  making  a  selection  here  and  there 
of  the  undemocratically  chosen  few.   .    .   .. 

"Special  choruses  may  progress  in  select- 
ing somewhat  more  difficult  songs,  but  I 
would  never  have  anything  very  difficult  for 
a  good  while  for  the  entire  audience.  Better 
in  this  community  work  to  have  all  singing 
easy  songs  than  a  few  singing  difficult  ones 
— there  is  the  people's  right  to  music  actively. 
.  .  .  We  cannot  impose  a  real  community 
chorus  or  community  singing  movement  on 
a  community.  We  must  develop  it  from  be- 
low." 

With  four  singing  centers  already  estab- 
lished and  with  hope  for  increased  musical 
activity  in  all  social  centers,  clubs  and  church 
organizations,  San  Francisco  should  soon  be 
able  to  participate  in  a  real  Community 
Singing.  The  Music  Section  of  the  Recrea- 
tion League  is  ready  to  offer  help  in  organi- 
zation and  leadership  to  groups  wishing  to 
organize  for  chorus  work. 


COMMUNITY    RECREATION    AT 
UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

July  5th,  Service  Day  at  the  University 
of  California,  was  marked  by  a  conference 
and  dinner  at  Stiles  Hall,  as  well  as  a  very 
creditable  array  of  exhibits  suggestive  of 
service  for  the  volunteer  worker,  including 
Red  Cross,  Food  Conservation  and  Hospital 
Supplies. 

The  Recreation  League  was  asked  to  par- 
ticipate and  with  the  help  of  Mrs.  D.  E.  F. 
Easton  and  Mr.  Garnet  Holme  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Drama  and  Pageantry,  and  Mr. 
Julius  Rehn  Weber  of  the  Committee  on 
Community  Singing,  the  Secretary  was  able 
to  arrange  an  exhibit  showing  the  stage  and 
auditorium  settings  of  several  California  out- 
door theaters  and  plays,  arrangements  of 
holiday  festivals,  and  illustrating  some  meth- 
ods of  promoting  community  music  and 
singing. 

Literature  furnished  by  the  Playground  As- 
soiiation  of  America,  the  Recreation  League 
Bulletin  and  our  yearly  report  were  dis- 
tributed from  the  Recreation  League  table. 

Many  smaller  communities  throughout  the 
state  will  no  doubt  benefit  by  the  suggestions 
offered  to  teacher-students  at  the  U.  C.  sum- 
mer session,  through  the  Recreation  League 
exhibit  on  Community  Recreation. 


BASE  BALL 

Get  into  the  Game 

Play  your  best  ball  all  the  time,     ^s*~- " 
and  that  is  possible  when  you  use 

Spalding  Equipment 


Decause  our 


Gloves,  Mitts,  Bats,  Balls, 

and  all  the  rest  are  as  good   as 
man  can  make. 

Our  catalogue  is  yours  for  the  asking 

A .  G.  SPALDING  &  BROS. 

156   Geary   Street 
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AMATEUR     ATHLETICS 


EDITED    BY    RAY    DAUGHERTY 


ATHLETIC    PREPAREDNESS. 

The  recent  utterances  of  President  Wil- 
son ana  Secretary  of  War  Baker  ex- 
piessiim  the  desire  of  the  administration 
for  a  continuance  of  college  sports  and 
organized  haselmll  will  find  an  echo  in  the 
heart  of  every  athletic  follower  and  out-of- 
door   enthusiast   in   this  country. 

The  case  for  athletics  no  longer  remains 
10  be  proved.  When  a  road  has  been  built 
and  used  by  multitudes  to  their  permanent 
advantage,  the  only  arguments  possible 
thereafter  pertain  to  its  improvement  and 
extention.  So  with  athletics.  A  sane  pur- 
suit of  any  form  of  out-door  recreational 
activity  is  attended  with  so  many  ad- 
vantages that  a  mere  enumeration  of  them 
would  fill  many  pages.  Even  the  specta- 
tors at  an  athletic  event  acquire  a  mental 
exhiliration  and  a  physical  benefit  worth 
many    times   "the  price   of   admission." 

But  in  these  times  of  unusual  stress  in 
our  daily  life,  even  our  dreams  assume  a 
different  complexion,  and  every  expression 
of  life  is  subjected  to  a  sharper  scrutiny 
as  to  its  real  value  to  the  community. 
Because  recreation  is  the  flower  of  life, 
some  have  thought,  superficially  we  be- 
lieve, that  it  is  unnecessary  and  should 
give  place  to  more  important  things. 

Just  now  me  most  important  thing  for 
us  all  is  to  keep  normal.  And  surely 
the  first  duty  of  a  community  is  to  see^ 
that  its  youth  are  not  being  robbed  ol 
the  fruits  of  past  struggles  and  that  they 
have  their  full  chance  for  development 
into    strong,   healthy    citizenship. 

Recreation  and  athletic  play  and  en- 
deavor are  not  foolishness,  but  are  neces- 
sities, and  our  President  has  wisely  em- 
phasized the  importance  of  maintaining  in 
their    regard    a    full    head    of    steam. 


will  serve  as  president  and  secretary,  re- 
spectively, in  the  absence  of  the  regular 
officers.  E.  B.  DeGroot  spoke  of  the  need 
of  increased  activity  along  physical  and 
athletic   lines   in   the   schools. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  ATHLETIC 

LEAGUE. 

On  August  16  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Public  Schools  Athletic  League  held  a 
regular  meeting  at  Hale's  Pompeian  Court. 
The  following  members  of  the  board  were 
in    attendance:       Judge    Thos.    F.    Graham, 

E.  B.  DeGroot,  Frank  A.  Lawler,  Wm. 
Unmack,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Merritt,  E.  M. 
Peixotto,  Robt.  A.  Roos,  S.  S.  Peixotto, 
Wm.  Coffman,  a  Katschinski,  Ray  Daugh- 
erty,  Auditor  Thos.  F.  Boyle,  Herbert 
Hauser. 

Reports  showing  the  progress  of  the 
league  were  read  and  accepted.  Mr.  Roos, 
the  president  of  the  league,  then  tendered 
his  resignation,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
he  is  a  member  of  the  second  Reserve 
Officers'  Training  Corps.  By  unanimous 
vote,  on  motion  of  Judge  Graham,  he  was 
granted  an  indefinite  leave  of  absence,  and 
the  following  committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  resolutions  of  thanks  in  be- 
half of  the  retiring  officers,  R.  A.  Roos 
and    E.    M.    Peixotto;    Judge    Graham,    Edw. 

F.  Moran,   E.    B.    DeGroot,    Thos.    F.    Boyle. 
Lieut.    Eustace    M.    Peixotto    then    spoke 

of  the  experiences  of  the  training  camp 
and  of  his  early  departure  for  American 
Lake,  where  he  will  be  on  duty.  Sidney 
S.  Peixotto  detailed  the  interesting  feat- 
ures of  his  fifteen  months'  tour  of  the 
United  States  with  a  party  of  boys  from 
the   Columbia   Park    Boys'    Club. 

Dr.  Geo.  W.   Merritt  and  Ray   Daugherty 


BOYS'  CLUB  ATHLETIC  LEAGUE 
MEETING. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League 
of  San  Francisco  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
August  7,  at  the  Stewart  Hotel.  This 
league,  first  organized  some  years  ago 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Boys'  Section 
of  the  Recreation  League,  has  grown  until 
it  comprises  over  a  dozen  organizations, 
working  with  boys,  with  an  athletic  and 
social   program   covering   the   entire  year. 

The  following  officers  were  unanimously 
elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — S.  Wiley  Winsor. 

Vice-President — Joseph  H.  Nill. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Thomas     DeNike. 

Those  selected  to  carry  on  the  activities 
of  the  league  in  the  various  lines  of  sports 
and  recreational   features  are  as  follows: 

Swimming — Jos.  H.  Nill,  Young  Men's 
Institute. 

Entertainment — Miss  Sara  Baker,  Tele- 
graph  Hill   Neighborhood   Association. 

Basketball — Thos.  DeNike,  San  Francisco 
^Boys'   Club. 

Gymnastics — P.  J.  Prinz,  San  Francisco 
Turn  Verein. 

Baseball — Chas.  F.  Norton,  Columbia 
Park  Boys'  Club. 

Track  and  Field — Jos.  Bonapart,  Pacific 
Hebrew   Orphan   Asylum. 

The  following  dates  for  these  competi- 
tions were  set: 

Swimming  Meet — September  28. 

Entertainment — October   26. 

Basketball    Tournament — November    1. 

Gymnastic  Contests — February  10. 

Baseball    Tournament — March    5. 

Track  and  Field  Meet — April  15,  at  the 
Stadium. 

In  the  near  future  a  pamphlet  will  be 
issued  by  the  league  describing  its  objects, 
work  and  membership,  and  giving  in  full 
detail   its  program   of  year-round  activities. 

A  very  interesting  feature  of  the  league's 
development  is  the  increasing  demand  for 
an  organized  treatment  of  the  social  needs 
of  its  members.  The  first  suggestion  along 
this  line  was  a  hike  on  Labor  Day  under 
the  leadership  of  Chas.  F.  Norton.  The 
details  of  the  outing  will  be  announced 
soon. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES 

By    Ray    Daugherty. 


It  has  been  decided  by  the  Playground 
Commission  to  give  the  children  more 
opportunities  to  play  by  creating  certain 
"play  zones"  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 
By  this  plan  several  blocks  in  crowded 
residential  sections  will  be  closed  to  ordi- 
nary street-traffic  for  some  hours  of  the 
day,  and  supervised  play  will  take  its 
place.  Experienced  play  leaders  will  be  in 
charge,  and  suitable  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  playing  organized  and  informal 
games  of  all  sorts. 

*       *       * 

Presidio  Heights  playground  has  been  re- 


surfaced and  new  apparatus  installed,  with 
the  effect  of  making  this  playground  more 
popular  than  ever  with  the  children  of  the 
neighborhood. 

*  *       * 

The  noon-time  tournaments  (in  basket- 
ball and  baseball)  on  Hamilton  Playground 
have  been  in  progress  for  two  weeks  and 
great  interest  is  being  showm  in  the  daily 
averages  posted  on  the  results  of  games. 
The  girls  are  again  being  enrolled  for 
basketball  and  a  number  of  teams  are 
practicing  daily.  It  is  expected  that  in- 
door baseball  and  field-hockey  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  curriculum  of  sports  for  the 
coming  season. 

*  #       * 

That  the  Mission  Baths  are  appreciated 
by  the  boys  and  girls  is  well  demonstrated 
by  the  vacation  attendance  at  the  pool. 
The  average  daily  attendance  during  June 
and  July  reached  450.  At  present  the 
records  show  that  almost  200  boys  and 
girls  swim  here  every  day  after  school 
hours.  On  Sunday,  August  12,  a  dual  meet 
was  held  between  the  boys  from  the 
North  Beach  Baths  and  the  Mission  Baths: 
the  score  of  the  meet  gave  Mission  39, 
North  Beach  20.  W.  Macauley,  John 
Fracchi,  Leslie  Thackery  and  Ralph  Peter- 
son were  the  principal  point-winners. 
Among  the  expert  girl  swimmers  are 
Thelma  Yearling,  Irene  Keogh  and  Rose 
ohaughnessy.  The  parents  and  friends  of 
the  young  swimmers  are  permitted  to  visit 
the  baths  on  Sundays. 

*  *       * 

At  the  Richmond  Playground,  Eighteenth 
avenue  and  California  street,  the  last  two 
weeks  have  seen  the  formation  of  a  Senior 
Girls'  Basketball  Team  and  the  beginning 
of  three  other  girls'  basketball  teams.  On 
Saturday  mornings  a  Jacks  Tournament  is 
conducted  for  the  smaller  girls  and  in  the 
afternoon  races  against  time  and  tests  of 
skill  on  the  apparatus  are  held.  The 
Richmond  Basketball  Team,  composed  ot 
boys  of  125  pounds,  defeated  the  Hamil- 
ton Team  by  a  score  of  30  to  20.  Pre- 
viously they  met  a  Lick-Wilmerdinu 
team,  losing  one  game  and  winning  one. 
With  a  little  more  experience  they  show- 
promise  of  becoming  a  fast  team.  An  in- 
door baseball  schedule  is  under  way  for 
boys  of  75  pounds,  85  pounds,  95  pounds 
and   125   pounds. 


•  A  tournament  of  indoor  baseball  for  boys 
and  girls  is  being  held  at  Southside.  The 
games  are  a  daily  feature  of  the  play- 
ground life,  and  are  creating  great  en- 
thusiasm on  the  part  of  the  children. 
The  results  of  the  potato  gardening  have 
been  very  successful  and  the  young  en- 
thusiasts have  disposed  of  their  crop  at  a 
nice  profit,  which  has  been  turned  into 
the    treasury   of    the    Girls'    Club. 


At  Jackson  Playground  the  Saturday 
afternoon  kindergarten  is  making  a  record 
both  in  attendance  and  the  results  ob- 
tained. The  class  is  now  making  a  dis- 
play of  paper-cutting  in  patriotic  designs 
and  colors. 

The  night  club  work  has  recommenced 
"with  the  opening  of  the  field-house  for 
gymnasium  work,  basketball  and  quiet 
games   on    Monday   nights. 
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THE  LEAGUE  GREETS 

ITS  FORMER  SECRETARY, 
JAMES  EDWARD  ROGERS 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Council  of  the  Recreation  League  of 
San  Francisco  was  held  at  the  Palace  Hotel, 
Thursday,  October  11th,  with  President 
Jesse  W.  Lilienthal  in  the  chair. 

The  President  spoke  a  few  words  of  greet- 
ing, this  being  the  first  meeting  of  the 
League  since  May.  This,  he  said,  was  the 
League's  best  time;  never  before  had  its 
possibilities  for  achievement  been  so  great, 
for  not  only  does  the  field  of  normal  recre- 
ation lie  open,  but  to  it  is  added  the  whole 
scope  of  war  recreation,  which  must  of 
necessity  be  the  dominant  note  this  year. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Baldwin,  Secretary  of  the 
League,  briefly  outlined  the  work  done  in 
connection  with  the  San  Francisco  Com- 
mittee for  Recreation  of  Soldiers  and  Sail- 
ors, who  are  making  the  offices  of  the 
League  their  headquarters.  She  added  a 
few  words  on  the  exhibit  of  Rural  Recrea- 
tion given  on  July  5th,  Service  Day  at  the 
University  of  California,  with  the  aid  of 
the  Dramatic  and   Music  sections. 

S.  Wiley  Winsor,  chairman  of  the  Boys' 
Section,  reported  that  it  had  been  Dr\ 
Richardson's  last  request  before  his  4ep6rture 
that  the  Boys'  Section  should  participate  in 
the  War  Emergency  program  of  the  County 
Council  of  Defense.  The  members  of  the 
Boys'  Section  represent  about  three  thou- 
sand boys  and  can,  therefore,  be  a  strong 
factor  in  this  work.  The  main  feature  of 
the  program  is  to  have  the  boys  help  with 
farm  labor.  This  should  be  done  with  a 
sense  of  the  responsibilities  involved  and 
not  with  the  idea  that  it  is  merely  for  fun. 

Roy  H.  Tolleson,  Boys'  Work  Secretary  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  offered  his  co-operation  to 
any  organization  working  with  boys,  and 
begged  that  his  help  might  be  asked  at  any 
time. 

Miss  Blanche  Son,  chairman  of  the  Girls' 
Section,  gave  an  excellent  report  of  the 
progress  of  her  section.  Of  its  nineteen 
members,  fifteen  represent  girls'  organiza- 
tions and  the  others  are  women  prominent 
in  girls'  work.  They  have  formed  two  new 
committees,  one  on  athletics  under  the 
leadership  of  Miss  Nita  Sheffield,  and  the 
other  on  dance  hall  investigation,  with 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Weil  as  its  chairman.  The  en- 
tire section  is  co-operating  with  the  County 
Council  of  Defense  and  spreading  the  propa- 
ganda of  the  Patriotic  League. 

Redfern  Mason,  chairman  of  the  Music 
Committee,  reported  on  the  work  that  is 
being  done  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors;  it  is,  he  stated,  an 
almost  overwhelming  task,  with  great  pos- 
sibilities. The  response  of  the  artists  of 
San  Francisco  and  all  the  United  States  to 
the  call  has  been  splendid;  in  no  single 
instance  has  help  been  denied.  Nothing  is 
too  good  for  our  men  who  are  giving  their 
all  for  their  country.  The  greater  the  artist, 
the  greater  is  the  privilege  of  rendering 
service  to  the  enlisted  men.  There  is  an- 
other thing  in  the  musical  line  which  can 
be  done  for  the  men:  The  endowment  of 
a  dozen  songs,  every  word  of  which  they 
will  learn  by  heart,  is  a  godsend,  for  nothing 


is  so  heartening  as  "music  of  the  people 
by  the  people." 

Mr.  DeGroot  waived  his  right  to  speak  on 
recreational  topics  and  instead  extended  a 
most  hearty  greeting  to  James  Edward 
Rogers. 

H.  Feldman,  representing  the  War  Depart- 
ment Commission  on  Training  Camp  Activ- 
ities, sketched  very  graphically  two  of  the 
greatest  necessities  in  recreation  work  for 
the  enlisted  men.  First,  he  stressed  the 
hardships  borne,  of  routine,  monotony  and 
loneliness,  giving  in  one  word  the  anti- 
dote— the  homely  touch.  Translated,  this  be- 
comes the  warm  handclasp  of  welcome,  the 
privilege  of  a  friendly  fireside  and  the  real 
personal   interest  of  a  fellow  human  being. 

The  second  point  might  be  termed  as  Art 
versus  the  Production  of  Art.  There  are 
times  when  it  means  as  much  and  more  to 
the  boys  to  sing  their  own  songs,  produce 
their  own  plays,  as  to  have  this  most  ex- 
cellently done  for  them.  Opportunity  for 
both  forms  of  entertainment  should  he 
given. 

Mrs.  Duncan  McDuffie  spoke  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  National  Defenders'  Club. 
Two  main  factors,  she  said,  had  brought 
about  the  establishment  of  this  club.  Fun- 
damental, of  course,  was  the  overwhelming 
desire  of  the  women  of  the  National  League 
for  Women's  Service  to  actually  serve  the 
men  in  a  personal  way  by  providing  tor 
them  some  sort  of  a  canteen;  the  second 
factor  was  the  focusing  of  all  the  forces 
that  the  Recreation  League  has  always 
striven  to  exert,  culminating  in  this  splen- 
did offering. 

Mrs.  McDuffie  stated  that  the  most  im- 
pressing fact  about  the  men  who  frequent 
the  club  is  their  extreme  loneliness;  some 
of  them  have  no  one  person  in  the  world 
who  they  can  call  their  own.  She  finished 
by  saying  that  it  was  her  great  hope  that 
after  the  war  is  over  the  club  may,  per- 
haps, go  on  as  an  armory  and  help  to 
dissipate  the  loneliness  that  must  always 
exist  for  an  outsider  in  a  big  city. 

James  Edward  Rogers  arose  to  address 
the  meeting  with  the  remark:  "It  is  good 
to  be  home."  The  Recreation  League  is,  he 
feels  assured,  a  unique  institution.  Some- 
times he  is  told  that  it  is  either  a  myth  or  a 
miracle;  for  here  are  all  the  recreational 
interests  of  the  whole  city  pooled  in  one 
organization.  This  so  far  has  been  achieved 
by  no  other  city.  Nor  is  San  Francisco  be- 
hind in  the  educational  facilities  it  has  to 
offer.  California  has  nothing  to  learn  fiom 
the  East  in  the  matter  of  school  buildings. 
Here  Mr.  Rogers  moved  that  the  school  bond 
election  be  endorsed  by  the  Recreation 
League.  This  motion  was  seconded  and  car- 
ried unanimously. 

Mr.  Rogers  outlined  very  briefly  the  water 
facilities  offered  by  other  big  cities  in 
the  United  States  and  made  a  strong  plea 
for  the  Aquatic  Park  and  the  preservation 
of  the  esplanade. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  democratic  ideal 
that  armies  can  be  conserved  before  action, 
showing  the  wonderful  service  that  is  being 
rendered  by  the  United  States  to  its  army 
and  navy  through  the  War  Department  and 
Navy  Department  Commissions  on  Training 
Camp  Activities.  England  and  France  have 
learned  a  great  lesson  from  us.  The  only 
danger  in  war  recreation  work  is  that  in 
conserving  the  sinews  of  war  local  work  is 
sometimes  slighted  and  this  must  not  be 
allowed  to  occur. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  2:15. 


"There  is  work  that  is  work  and 

play  that  is  play;  there  is  play  that 

is  work  and  work  that  is  play;  and 

in  only  one  of  these  lies  happiness." 

— Gelett  Burgess. 


GIRLS'  WORK 

The  Patriotic  League  is  being  promoted 
among  girls'  organizations  and  groups  of 
girls  in  high  schools  and  elsewhere  by  the 
Junior  War  Work  Council.  The  Girls'  Sec- 
tion of  the  Recreation  League  has  approved 
and  will  organize  leagues  among  their  own 
members. 

The  Junior  Council  says  the  Patriotic 
League  is  not  an  organization.  It  is  an  idea. 
Every  girl  in  the  country  whatever  her  race 
or  creed  is  eligible  for  membership,  provided 
she  has  the  spirit  incorporated  in  the  pledge 
which  she  signs  when  she  becomes  a  mem- 
ber.   The  pledge  reaas: 

"I  pledge  to  express  my  patriotism — 

"By  doing  better  than  ever  before  whatever 
work  I  have  to  do; 

"By  rendering  whatever  special  service  I 
can  at  this  time  to  my  community  and 
country; 

"By  living  up  to  the  highest  standards  of 
character  and  honor,  and  by  helping  others 
to  do  the  same." 

Each  group  decides  upon  its  own  work. 
Some  of  the  activities  are: 

Forming  canning  clubs. 

Supplying  comfort  kits  for  soldiers. 

Helping  in  food  conservation  campaign. 

Making  garments  for  children  in  Belgium 
and  France. 

Distributing  coin  boxes  for  Armenian  and 
Syrian  relief. 

Adopting  a  French  orphan:  $2.00  to  $3.00 
a  month. 

Miss  Margaret  Williams  is  the  leader 
chosen  to  promote  the  League  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. As  in  all  work  with  young  people, 
leadership  is  the  one  great  need,  and  Miss 
Williams  will  soon  be  established  in  a  down- 
town office  and  ready  to  give  assistance  to 
leaders  who  will  promote  the  work  among 
girls. 

The  Women  and  Girls'  Work  Committee  of 
the  San  Francisco  Committee  for  Recreation 
of  Soldiers  and  Sailors  considers  the  Junior 
Patriotic  League  work  one  of  the  greatest 
factors  in  the  conservation  of  moral  stan- 
dards in  the  community. 


DON'T  FORGET 

Tuesday,    November   3rd  —  School   bond 
election. 

Tuesday,  November  6th — Municipal  elec- 
tion. 

Do  your  bit  by  voting  at  both  of  these 
elections. 
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"RECREATION" 

A  most  interesting  and  profitable  meeting 
of  the  Boys'  Section  of  the  Recreation 
League  was  held  Tuesday  noon,  October  9th, 
at  the  Hotel  Stewart  attended  by  eighteen 
of  the  city's  most  enthusiastic  workers  with 
boys  representing  a  total  attendance  in  Boys' 
Clubs  alone  of  approximately  3,000  boys. 
The  meeting  was  called  expressly  to  hear 
Professor  B.  H.  Crocheron  of  the  University 
of  California,  State  Leader  of  the  Boys' 
Working  Reserve,  the  war  emergency  organ- 
ization under  the  direction  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  with  the  aim  of  supplying 
older  boys  on  the  farms  during  their  school 
vacation  as  a  means  of  partially  overcoming 
the  growing  problem  of  the  labor  shortage 
which  already  confronts  us. 

Professor  Crocheron  presented  two  def- 
inite phases  in  which  the  Boys'  Section  of 
our  League  might  co-operate,  namely:  first, 
the  locating  and  supporting  of  boys  at  the 
preparatory  farm  where  they  would  be  in- 
structed for  one  month  before  being  placed 
in  the  farm  homes,  and  second,  that  a  census 
of  the  city  might  be  taken  with  the  aim  of 
estimating  the  number  of  men  who  are  now 
in  unproductive  occupations. 

S.  WILEY  WINSOR. 


AQUATIC   PARK   PROJECT 

IS   STILL  ALIVE 

The  site  for  the  proposed  Aquatic  Park  at 
the  foot  of  Van  Ness  Avenue  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  city.  It  is  of  no  use  as  it  now  stands. 
A  small  additional  area  of  land  for  proper 
approach  must  be  acquired  and  certain  facil- 
ities installed  to  make  it  available  to  the 
people  for  recreation  purposes. 

Nine  Supervisors  are  to  be  elected  at  the 
coming  election.  Would  it  not  be  a  good 
plan  for  members  of  the  Recreation  League 
to  question  their  favored  candidates  as  to 
howT  they  will  stand  in  the  matter  of  making 
this  one  possible  spot  on  the  bay  shore  of 
San  Francisco  available  for  recreation  of 
the  people? 


You  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Recreation  League,  are  you  not?  Are  you 
a  member?  Are  you  giving  it  your  full 
support? 


WAR  RECREATION  WORK 

STRIKES  ITS  STRIDE 

The  office  of  the  Recreation  League,  which 
has  been  leaned  to  the  San  Francisco  Com- 


so  on  through  a  long  list.  The  Palace  Hotel 
Club  is  equally  successful.  Large  num- 
bers of  enlisted  men  nightly  express  their 
sadness  that  the  closing  hour,  eleven  o'clock, 
comes  so  soon. 
The    Dance    Committee,    Mrs.    J.    D.    Mac- 


A  Busy  Part  of  the  National  Defenders    Club  for  Enlisted  Men. 


mittee  for  Recreation  of  Soldiers  and  Sail- 
ors, is  now  not  only  the  busiest  place  in 
San  Francisco,  but  is  a  sort  of  headquarters 
for  social  events.  The  success  of  the  many 
entertainments  held  on  behalf  of  the  sol- 
diers and  sailors  and  the  satisfaction  felt 
by  those  who  are  receiving  the  enthusiastic 
expressions  of  appreciation  from  the  en- 
listed men  show  what  an  extremely  import- 
ant place  war  recreation  holds. 

A  brief  report  of  the  activities  of  some 
of  the  sub-committees  is  now  in  order  and 
will   without   doubt   prove    interesting. 

The  Club  Rooms  Committee  is  suffering 
from  too  much  success.  Over  1850  men 
visited  the  National  Defenders'  Club  last 
Sunday,    attracted    not    only    by    the    facili- 


Master,  chairman,  has  been  holding  a  great 
number  of  excellent  dances.  The  ladies 
are  invited  especially  for  the  men  through 
the  "flying  squadron"  of  the  Dance  Com- 
mittee and  through  the  club  which  happens 
to  be  arranging  the  dance.  The  men  are 
invited  through  the  army  chaplains.  The 
scenes  of  these  festive  occasions  are  usually 
seme  such  attractive  place  as  the  Fairmont, 
the  St.  Francis  or  the  Palace  Hotel.  The 
picture  on  this  page  is  just  one  of  the 
many  that  can  be  taken  each  week  at  affairs 
at  whicn  the  enlisted  men  are  being  enter- 
tained. 

The  Home  Entertainment  Committee,  with 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Knight  as  chairman,  announced 
the  entertainment  of  two  hundred  and  twen- 
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Sailors  Maying  the  "Time  of  I  heir  Life"  at  a  Dance  ac  tne  Fa.rmont  Hotel. 


ties  for  rest  and  recreation  which  it  has  to 
offer,  but  also  by  the  many  kind  things 
the  ladies  of  the  National  Defenders  Club 
are  ready  to  do  for  them.  Many  hundreds 
of  sweaters  have  been  given  to  the  men; 
French  lessons  are  provided  for  them,  and 


ty  men  up  to  October  6th  at  the  homes  of 
San  Francisco  citizens.  This  does  not  in- 
clude the  many  hundreds  of  invitations  not 
reported  to  the  committee. 

The    Library    Committee    has    distributed 
over    three    thousand    books    and    pamphlet! 
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to  the  various  camps  and  outposts,  and  Mrs. 
M.  C.  Sloss,  the  chairman,  claims  that  this 
is  only  the  modest  beginning  of  her  com- 
mittee's work. 

The  Social  Entertainment  Committee,  in 
charge  of  Mrs.  James  Rolph,  Jr.,  has  been 
keeping  a  steady  grind  in  fulfilling  the  de- 
mands upon  it  in  giving  programs  and 
entertainments.  It  has  of  late  decided  to 
endeavor  to  put  more  stress  on  the  purely 
social  side  of  these  entertainments. 

Among  the  things  which  the  Athletic 
Committee  has  done  has  been  the  presenta- 
tion of  boxing  events  and  athletic  exhibi- 
tions at  the  camps  and  the  holding  of  a  very 
interesting  Army  and  Navy  Tournament  on 
Columbus  Day,  at  which  thousands  of  en- 
listed men  were  amused  by  many  events 
such   as    a   tug-of-war,    tent   pitching,    etc. 

The  Fraternal  Committee,  headed  by  Ed. 
Rainey,  has  been  doing  splendid  work  in 
getting  the  co-operation  of  all  the  large 
fraternal  organizations,  which  have  not  only 
opened  their  club  houses  and  club  rooms 
to  the  enlisted  men,  but  also  have  extended 
to   them   invitations   to   their    social    affairs. 


Members  of  these  lodges  are,  of  course,  be- 
ing tendered  unsual  attention. 

What  promises  to  be  a  very  interesting 
program  of  work  has  been  undertaken  by 
the  Dramatic  Committee  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mrs.  D.  E.  *'.  Easton.  The  aim  of 
this  committee  is  to  foster  that  interest 
in  dramatics  and  impersonation  which  will 
leave  a  fund  of  camp  entertainers,  no  mat- 
ter where  the  boys  go. 

Under  the  splendid  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Dennis  O'Sullivan,  the  men  of  the  Reserve 
Officers'  Training  Camp  have  been  and  are 
being  entertained  over  the  week  ends  at 
dances,  receptions  and  house  parties,  which 
fulfill  quite  completely  all  their  social  as- 
pirations. 

Many  other  committees  are  also  doing 
most  commendable  work,  among  these  be- 
ing the  Music  Committee,  Redfern  Mason, 
chairman;  the  Church  Co-operation  Com- 
mittee, Rev.  Grover  Harrison,  chairman;  Ed- 
ucational Committee,  George  E.  Gallagher, 
chairman;  Women  and  Girls'  Committee, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Baldwin,  chairman,  and  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Special  Informa- 
tion, with  E.  A.  Walcott  as  its  chairman. 


Comfort,  Friendship  and  Recreation  Are  Offered  by  the  Palace  Hotel  Club  for  Enlisted  Men. 
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MEETINGS. 

During  the  months  of  July,  August  and 
September  there  have  been  the  following 
meetings: 

Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club,  3  meetings. 

Choral  Society,  1  meeting. 

Alpine  Club,  3  meetings. 

P.  A.  Registration  Committee,  6  meetings. 

P.  A.  Board  of  Governors,  3  meetings. 

Pacific  Ass'n  Amateur  Oarsmen,  5  meetings. 

Dolphin  Swimming  and  Boating  Club,  3  meet- 
ings. 

South  End  Rowing  Club,  4  meetings. 

San  Francisco  Athletic  League,  4  meetings. 

North  Coast  Athletic  Association,  1  meeting. 

Drama  League  of  America,  1  meeting. 

Mountain  Play  Association,  1  meeting. 

Executive  Committee  Recreation  League,  1 
meeting. 

Girls'  Section  Recreation  League,  1  meeting. 

There  have  been  many  meetings  of  the 
sub-committees  of  the  San  Francisco  Com- 
mittee for  Recreation  of  Soldiers  and  Sail- 
ors, as  follows: 

Dancing  Committee,  3  meetings. 

Athletic  Committee,  3  meetings. 

Reading  Rooms  Committee,  2  meetings. 

Home  Entertainment  Committee,  2  meetings. 

Library  Committee,  1  meeting. 

Church  Co-operation  Committee,  2  meetings. 

Women  and  Girls'  Committee,   1  meeting. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 

Treasurer  Cutler  Paige  submits  the  fol- 
lowing list  of  subscribers  for  June,  July, 
August  and  September: 


Julius  Rehn  Weber 
Mrs.  I.  W.  Hellman 
South  End  Rowing  Club 
Mrs.  D.  E.  P.  Easton 
Miss  Margaret  Williams 
Dr.  Rene  Bine 
Emanu-El  Sisterhood 
Miss   Alice   Griffith 
E.  L.  Hueter 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Jacobi 
California  Canneries 
S.  P.  Labor  Council 
Mrs.  Helen  Hecht 
Mountain  Plav  Ass'n 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Slack 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Nickelsburg 
Gustave  Bremer 
Rolla  V.  Watt 
Charles  De  T.  Elkus 
Mrs.   M.    S.   Koshland 
Miss  Elsie  Bowman 
Miss  Beatrice  Brooman 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Silverberg 
Young   Men's    Hebrew 

Association 
Dr.  G.  H.  Richardson 
Mrs.   B.   Paulson 
Mrs.  Samuel  Heller 
Lester  L.  Morse 
Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Tobin 
R.  J.  Davis 
Wm.  Denman 
Mrs.  Samuel  Spring- 
Ruth  M.  Heyneman 
Mrs.  J.   D.   Grant 
C.  W.  Willard 
Alpine  Club 


Laguna  Honda  Mothers' 

Club 
Miss  Alice  Jewell 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Bourne 
Mrs.  A.  D.  McBryde 
Philomath  Club 
Prof.  Wm.  Popper 
Redfern  Mason 
Frederick  J.   Koster 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Black 
Mrs.  Florence  F.  Schloss 
Mrs.  A.  Stahl 
Mrs.  F.  F.  Fredericks 
Cutler  Paige 
Mrs.  L.  Guggenheime 
Ludwig  Arnstein 
Mrs.  Alfred  Ehrman 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Ehrman 
Mrs.  Sidney  S.   Ehrman 
Garrett  W.  McEnernev 
Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club 
Mrs.  Jessie  Dav;s  Nahl 
Jesse  W.  Lilienthal 
Miss  Hattie  Mooser 
People's  Place 
Exposition  Valley  Im- 
provement Club 
Hon.  Wm.  P.  Lawlor 
Mrs.  Edwin  R.  Dimond 
Mrs.  Helen  Hecht 
Mr.   and   Mrs.   Bert 

Schlesinger 
Leon  Bocquerez 
Fremont  School  Mothers' 

Club 
Girls'  Friendly  Lodge 
Max  Abrahams 
Mrs.  R.  F.  Grothwell 


Playground  Notes. 

Two  tennis  tournaments  at  Excelsior 
Playground  have  been  arousing  great  in- 
terest among  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
ground.  Teams  in  several  weight  divisions 
are  playing  basketball  and  school  teams 
are  preparing  for  the  Public  Schools  Ath- 
letic League  Tournament.  An  active  base- 
ball season  is  just  drawing  to  a  close  with 
a  good  record  for  the  local  teams. 


BASE  BALL 

Get  into  the  Game 

Play  your  best  ball  all  the  time, 
and  that  is  possible  -when  you  use 

Spalding  Equipment 


riecause  our 


Gloves,  Mitts,  Bats,  Balls, 

and  all  the  rest  are  as  good  as 
man  can  make. 


Our  catalogue  is  yours  for  the  asking 


A.  G.  SPALDING  &  BROS. 

156  Geary  Street 
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Physical  Directors'  Society  Organized. 

The  physical  directors  of  the  Northern 
California  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  are  organizing  what 
will  be  known  as  the  Northern  California 
Directors'  Society,  the  members  of  which 
will  meet  for  a  half-day  conference  every 
other  month. 

This  will  undoubtedly  prove  a  splendid 
opportunity  for  the  interchange  of  ideas 
along  the  lines  of  physical  education  and 
athletic  competition.  Already  plans  are  be- 
ing formulated  by  the  new  organization 
tor  developing  a  series  of  competitive  events 
in  basketball,  baseball  and  swimming. 


Basketball  at  the  Presidio. 

A  basketball  tournament  is  now  providing 
entertainment  for  the  enlisted  men  at  the 
Presidio  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Twenty  teams  are 
entered  in  the  competition  and  games  are 
being  played  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
nights.  The  winner  will  hold  championship 
of  the  Presidio. 


Y.  M.  C.  A.  Gymnastics. 

A  novel  feature  of  the  season's  work 
among  the  boys'  classes  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
is  what  has  been  termed  a  "water  gym- 
nasium" class.  Light  calisthenics  are  car- 
ried out  at  the  water's  edge  just  before  the 
regular  swim. 

The  decathlon  contest  being  run  now  is 
creating  a  great  deal  of  interest  among  the 
boys.  Ten  events,  consisting  of  various 
athletic  feats,  are  run  during  the  regular 
gymnasium  class  periods.  The  events  are 
as  follows:  75  yards,  running  high  jump, 
rope  climb,  potato  race,  shot  put,  440  yards, 
running  broad  jump,  dip  on  parallels,  hop, 
step  and  jump,  and  880  yards. 

One  event  is  run  during  each  class  pe- 
riod, the  contest  consuming  a  month's  time 
to  complete. 


P.  A.  Holds  Annual  Meeting. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pacific  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  was 
held  at  the  St.  Francis  Hotel  on  Monday 
night,  September  17th.  The  following  of- 
ficers were  re-elected  to  serve  the  associa- 
tion for  the  ensuing  year: 

President— R.  W.  Dodd. 

Vice-President — Albert  Purth. 

Secretary-Treasurer — Herbert  Hauser. 

The  following  members  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  Registration  Committee:  M.  E. 
Andruss,  chairman;  Wm.  Brandt,  M.  Good- 
man. 

Election  for  delegates  to  the  Amateur  Ath- 
letic Union  resulted  in  the  choice  of  the 
following  members:  R.  W.  Dodd,  H.  Hauser, 
J.  Elliott,  M.  E.  Andruss,  A.  J.  Cloud,  Pro- 
fessor McDowell. 

The  following  gentlemen,  who  have  en- 
listed in  the  service  of  their  country,  were 
made  honorary  members  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Pacific  Association:  E.  M. 
Peixotto,  E.  M.  Smith,  Dr.  J.  W.  Leggett, 
Captain  Middelstadt. 

Special  mention  was  made  in  the  report 
of  the  Records  Committee  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  swimming  records  broken  this  year, 
especially  in  the  Girls'  Division. 


P.  S.  A.  li.  Announces  Program. 

Plans  for  athletic  activities  during  the 
ensuing  school  year  have  been  announced 
by  the  officials  of  the  Public  Schools  Ath- 
letic League.  The  following  dates  for  tour- 
naments and  athletic  meets  have  been  as- 
signed: 

Championship  Swimming  Meet,  Oct.  13. 
Basketball  Tournament,   October-December. 
Championship  Field  Meet,  Nov.   3. 
Novice  Field  Meet,  Nov.  24. 

Soccer  Football  Tournament,  January  and 
February. 

Baseball  Tournament,  March,  April  and  May. 
Championship  Track  Meet,  May  8. 

The  swimming  championship  of  the  League 
to  be  held  at  Sutro  Baths  has  called  forth 
an  entry  list  of  545  boys,  who  will  strive 
for  the  championship  of  the  city.  Forty- 
three  schools  are  represented  in  this  year's 
meet. 

The  entries  in  the  League's  Basketball 
Tournament  number  some  650  youthful  play- 
ers of  the  court  game,  which,  in  California 
at  least,  is  played  out  of  doors.  Games  will 
be  played  in  three  different  weight  classes: 
95  pounds,  110  pounds  and  125  pounds.  Six- 
ty-nine schools  have  entered  teams  and  al- 
most 100  games  will  be  required  to  ascer- 
tain the  district  winners  who  will  compete 
in  the  championship  finals. 


B.  C.  A.  L.  Develops  Swimmers. 

The  annual  swimming  meet  of  the  Boys' 
Club  Athletic  League  was  held  on  Saturday 
night,  October  6th,  in  the  tank  of  the  Young 
Men's  Institute.  More  than  fifty  swimmers 
from  six  boys'  organizations  entered  in  the 
sprints,  distance  races,  plunges  and  fancy 
dives  making  up  the  League's  program. 

Competition  was  in  four  weight  divisions 
and  the  results  were  as  follows: 

90  pounds— Y.  M.  I.,  20  points;  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
16  points;  C.  P.  B.  C,  11  points. 

105  pounds— Y.  M.  C.  A,  32  points;  Y.  M.  I.,  31 
points;  S.  F.  B.  C,  7  points. 

125  pounds— Y.  M.  I.,  27  points;  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
20  points;  T.  H.  B.  O,  2  points. 

Unlimited— Y.  M.  C.  A.,  50  points;  Cath. 
Mission,  8  points;  Y.  M.  I.,  7  points. 

The  following  boys  stood  out  prominently 
in  the  races: 

90-pound  class — Condon,  Y.  M.  I.;  Cuthbertson, 
Y.  M.   C.  A. 

105-pound  class — Tullock,  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  Crow- 
ley, Y  M.  I. 

125-pound  class — Hooper,  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  Roper, 
Y.  M.  I. 

Unlimited  class — Mitchell,  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  Daw- 
son, Cath.  Mission. 

Janovitz  of  the  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club 
and  Hughes  of  the  Young  Men's  Institute 
excelled  in  the  complexity  and  execution  of 
their  fancy  dives. 

The  new  tank  record  was  established  by 
Ladarre  of  the  Y.  M.  I.  in  the  plunge  for 
distance;  he  achieved  a  plunge  of  47  feet 
6  inches.  Schofield  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  gives 
promise  of  becoming  a  remarkable  per- 
former in  the  back-stroke  and  breast  stroke, 
showing  extremely  good  form  in  both  styles 
of  swimming. 

The  next  big  athletic  event  to  be  conducted 
by  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  is  a 
basketball  tournament.  This  will  start  on 
the  10th  of  November  and  will  be  con- 
ducted in  the  following  weight  divisions: 
95  pounds,  110  pounds,  120  pounds,  130 
pounds,  and  unlimited  division. 

It  is  expected  that  this  will  be  the  biggest 
tournament  in  the  history  of  the  League. 
The  various  organizations  are  taking  a 
greater  interest  in  basketball  than  ever 
before. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES 

By    Ray    Daugherty. 


The  basketball  games  of  the  public  schools 
will  again  be  played  on  the  municipal  play- 
grounds this  season.  The  system  in  use  last 
year  of  refereeing  by  directors  of  the 
grounds  will  be  followed.  Between  forty 
and  fifty  games  a  week  will  be  scheduled 
for  the  larger  playgrounds  and  many  inter- 
esting contests  are  to  be  expected. 


The  Southside  Girls'  Club  will  give  a 
Hallowe'en  party,  with  the  boys  of  the  play- 
ground as  their  guests.  The  gymnasium 
will  be  the  scene  of  old-fashioned  revels 
by  the  girls  and  boys.  Games  and  dancing 
will  be  followed  by  refreshments.  The  deco- 
rations and  music  will  be  furnished  by  the 
club  members. 


The  Canon  Kip  baseball  team  has  made  a 
fine  record  for  the  season  by  winning  26 
of  31  games  played. 


A  large  squad  of  soccer  football  enthu- 
siasts from  the  Oriental  School  are  taking 
early  season  practice  at  Southside,  with 
the  hope  of  winning  the  city  championship. 


Basketball  holds  sway  at  Jackson  Play- 
ground and  the  outdoor  court  is  in  constant 
use  by  neighborhood  and  school  teams.  The 
latter  are  also  using  the  indoor  court  in 
the  field  house  for  evening  games. 

On  the  diamond  a  number  of  the  leading 
young  men's  baseball  teams  of  the  city  are 
engaged  in  a  struggle  for  championship 
honors.  Among  them  are  numbered  the 
I.  X.  L.'s,  the  Kennealy  Seals,  and  the  St. 
Dominies. 

The  Saturday  afternoon  kindergarten  class 
for  little  girls  continues  to  grow  in  num- 
bers and  enthusiasm  and  visitors  are  much 
interested  in  viewing  the  results  obtained 
in  this  work. 


Two  basketball  courts,  one  volley-ball 
court  and  soccer  football  goals  have  been 
added  to  the  equipment  of  Mission  Play- 
ground. A  basketball  league  for  the  many 
young  teams  in  this  district  is  now  being 
formed. 


The  pennant  for  the  Mission  Playground 
League  was  won  by  the  Foxes,  Thomas 
Hartnett,  captain. 


The  Mission  High  School  and  High  School 
of  Commerce  girl  swimmers  are  using  the 
Mission  Baths  on  Thursday  afternoon  under 
the  tutelage  of  Miss  Nita  Sheffield.  A  be- 
ginners' class  and  a  class  for  advanced 
swimmers  are  making  rapid  strides  in  the 
art  of  natation. 


One  week's  activities  on  Hamilton  Play- 
ground in  match  basketball  games  resulted 
as  follows: 

Hamilton  110-pound  team,  4S;  High  School  of 
Commerce  (Night  School),  12. 

Hamilton  110-pound  team,  30;  French  Church, 
16. 

Hamilton  110-pound  team,  60:  Presidio,  23. 

High  School  of  Commerce  (Night  School),  35; 
Presidio,  23. 


The  Hamilton  Midget  baseball  team  cap- 
tured three  games  from  Presidio,  one  from 
the  Geary  Street  Orphanage,  and  one  from 
the   French  Church. 
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THE  SCHOOL  SURVEY  AND  PUB- 
LIC RECREATION 

Excerpts  From  a  Speech  by  E.  B.  DeGroot 

to  the  Reci-eation  League. 

The  Claxton  School  Survey  report,  about 
which  we  have  heard  much  in  recent  days, 
proposes  that  the  work  now  being  done  by 
the  Playground  Commission  be  assigned  to, 
and  carried  on  by,  the  Board  of  Education; 
that  all  social  center  work  be  placed  in  a 
"Department  of  Evening  Schools.  Vacation 
Schools,  and  School  Extension  Work";  and 
that  the  physical  education  and  athletic  work 
in  all  types  of  schools  be  placed  in  a  "De- 
partment of  Health,"  which  shall  embrace,  in 
addition  to  physical  education  and  athletics, 
all  phases  of  health  and  sanitation  super- 
vision. 

These  recommendations  are  set  forth  in 
such  general  terms,  it  is  not  clear  what  is 
meant  in  some  instances.  For  example,  the 
report  says  that  the  Board  of  Education 
should  take  over  the  "supervision  of  play- 
grounds and  recreational  activities  in  all 
classes  and  types  of  schools  and  in  the  city 
as  well."  We  may  assume  that  this  recom- 
mendation is  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea 
of  shortcomings  or  inadequacy  on  the  part 
of  the  Playground  Commission,  but  does  it 
mean  that  the  Board  of  Education  only 
should  attempt  to  give  direction  and  official 
treatment  to  all  of  the  problems  of  public 
recreation  in  San  Francisco?  The  principle 
that  the  Board  of  Education  should  provide 
and  manage  playgrounds  for  school  children 
will  be  accepted  almost  universally,  but  few- 
will  care  to  impose  upon  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion the  entire  job  of  promoting  and  manag- 
ing public  recreation  for  the  entire  city.  In 
my  judgment,  we  should  be  alert  in  the 
present  situation  not  to  curtail  the  work  of 
the  Playground  Commission,  but  to  expand 
it.  The  Playground  Commission  should  be 
made  a  Public  Recreation  Com  mission,  and 
should  be  given  power  to  carry  out  and  man- 
age the  Aquatic  Park  project,  the  Civic  Au- 
ditorium, and  the  regulation  of  commercial 
recreation.  We  should  have  a  larger  plan 
for  official  promotion  and  management  of 
public  recreation.  That  plan  should  assign 
to  the  Board  of  Education  certain  responsi- 
bilities, to  the  Park  Board  a  different  group 
of  functions,  and  to  a  Public  Recreation  Com- 
mission the  leading  part  in  a  general  scheme. 
The  Recreation  League,  which  has  promoted 
so  many  recreational  enterprises  and  which 
has  been  sitting  in  judgment  upon  work 
already  accomplished,  should  be  prepared  to 
take  a  lively  hand  in  the  application  of  the 
survey  report  wherever  and  whenever  that 
report  touches  the  problems  of  public  recre- 
ation. 


RECREATION  A  REAL  NEED 

Caroline  Singer,  the  San  Francisco  news- 
paper writer  who  in  her  special  articles 
makes  a  clear  exposition  of  the  work  being 
done  in  our  city  to  help  meet  the  very  real 
life  problems  of  our  young  people  as  they 
appear  in  the  courts,  and  in  various  char- 
itable and  protective  agencies,  has  this  to 
say  in  the  story  of  two  girls.  "The  Port 
of  Willful  Missing."  "The  girl  had  lied 
about  good  times  because  she  had  none  to 


tell    about.      The    fabric    of   her    imagination 
was  really   the  fabric  of  her  dreams." 

NEEDED    CLEAN    RECREATION. 

"Clean  recreation  was  what  the  girl  need- 
ed. Recreation  carefully  supervised  would 
have  saved  the  emotional  child  the  sorrow 
of  the  whole  affair. 

"No  harm  has  come  to  one  of  the  willful 
missing.  The  worst  has  happened  to  the 
other.  Both  could  have  been  saved  by  super- 
vised recreation.  Too  soon  older  people, 
bowed  down  by  the  struggles  of  maturity, 
forget  the  dreams  of  youth.  The  young  girls, 
as  well  as  the  boys,  must  be  directed  toward 
decent  recreation.  They  are  entitled  to  good 
times,  li  will  keep  them  from  becoming 
'willful  missing'  in  the  ports  of  missing 
girls." 


RECREATION   INSIDE   CAMPS, 
LUNCHEON  SUBJECT 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Council  of  the 
Recreation  League  of  San  Francisco  was  held 
at  luncheon  at  the  Palace  Hotel  on  Thurs- 
day. November  15th,  at  12:15  p.  m.  Presi- 
dent Jesse  \V.  Lilienthal  presided. 

Mr.  Lilienthal  opened  the  meeting  by  say- 
ing a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  Community 
Singing  feature  of  the  municipal  concert  to 
be  held  the  same  evening  and  its  significance 
and  value  in  the  development  of  the  com- 
munity recreation  movement.  Community 
music  means  even  more  in  military  life  than 
ii  does  to  civil  life.  But  the  joy  of  self 
produced  music  is  very  great  to  one  and  all 
of  us  and  the  old  adage,  "There  is  safety  in 
numbers,"  is  very  true  in  this  case,  whati 
misgivings  we  may  have  as  to  giving  ex- 
pression to  our  musical  aspirations  unsup- 
ported; in  a  crowd  we  are  all  brave  and 
fearless  of  criticism. 

Rev.  Albert  W.  Palmer,  special  Y.  M.  ('.  A. 
war  work  secretary,  addressed  the  meet- 
ing on  "Recreation  Inside  the  Camps,"  men- 
tioning first  the  leading  characteristics  of 
the  army  man,  with  his  particular  virtues 
and  vices,  in  their  relation  to  the  kind  of 
recreation  best  suited  to  his  way  of  living. 
The  great  drawbacks  of  the  routine  of  the 
life  of  the  enlisted  man  may  be  briefly  sum- 
marized. The  first  striking  feature  is  that 
there  is  no  possibility  for  privacy  :  there  is  no 
place  that  a  man  can  call  his  own  and  go  to  be 
alone.  Thus  after  a  time  his  capacity  for 
mental  concentration  begins  to  break  down. 
Secondly,  all  the  ordinary  responsibilities  of 
life  are  removed.  Everything  is  provided  for 
him,  all  his  duties  are  performed  to  sched- 
uled time,  there  is  no  tang  of  reality  to  it. 
At  the  same  time  no  provision  is  made 
for  his  leisure  time.  Having  no  responsibil- 
ity to  anyone  during  that  time,  he  naturally 
finds  but  little  that  is  beneficial  to  do  with 
it.  Thirdly,  his  life  is  hopelessly  monotonous 
and  lacks  any  of  the  helpful  social  contact 
with  womankind  that  tends  to  keep  life  well 
balanced. 

Mr.  Palmer  quoted  a  prescription  for  rec- 
reation which  he  suggested  as  being  very 
useful.  Write  down  all  the  characteristics 
of  your  job  in  life  and  then  write  down  the 
exact  opposites  of  these  characteristics,  and 
here  you  will  have  the  chief  features  of  what 
your  play  should  be.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is 
trying  to  cultivate  the  instinct  of  play  in  the 
men,  to  teach  them  to  really  feel  the  joy  and 
thrill  of  physical  exercise.  To  this  end  many 
athletic  contests  are  arranged.     In  the  Y.  M. 


C.  A.  buildings  opportunity  is  offered  for 
the  men  to  write  home,  stationery  being  fur- 
nished. Everything  possible  is  done  to  help 
them  keep  in  contact  with  their  home  in- 
fluences. 

Mr.  Redfern  Mason,  chairman  of  the  Music 
Committee,  later  speke  of  the  plans  for  the 
community  singing  at  the  municipal  concert 
the  same  evening.  He  said  singing  was  one 
of  the  ideals  of  a  militant  democracy.  "An 
army  which  does  not  sing  cannot  be  trium- 
i."  he  concluded. 

Mrs.  Duncan  McDuffie,  continuing  the 
theme,  said  that  the  National  League  for 
Women's  Service  had  conceived  the  idea  of 
having  a  big  community  sing  en  New  Vear's 
Eve  and  of  asking  the  Recreation  League  to 
co-operate  with  them.  On  learning  that  com- 
munity singing  was  one  of  the  departments 
of  Recreation  League  work,  however,  they 
had  decided  that  they  would  ask  the  League 
to  take  entire  charge  of  the  affair  and  of- 
fered  to  assist   in  every  way  possible. 

Mr.  E.  D.  DeGroot  next  discussed  the 
School  Survey  in  its  relation  to  public  recre- 
ation. The  content  of  his  speech  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  2  o'clock. 


COMMUNITY   RECREATION 

DRIVE 

John  Clausen,  vice-president  of  the  Crocker 
National  Bank,  is  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  work  of  the  War- 
Camp  Community-Recreation  Fund  campaign. 
In  connection  with  this  campaign,  Chair- 
man Clausen  has  directed  the  public"s  atten- 
tion to  three  prime  facts  in  regard  to  this 
fund  and  the  service  which  it  has  to  support. 
They  are: 

1.  That  it  is  a  branch  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Department  Commissions  on  Training 
Camp"  Activities,  and  is  being  conducted  at 
the  instance  of  Secretary  of  War  Baker  and 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Daniels,  with  the  com- 
mendation of  President  Wilson. 

2.  That  the  service  does  not  overlap  or 
duplicate  the  work  of  any  other  organiza- 
tion. It  works  outside  of  the  ninety  camps 
and  posts  in  this  country.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  Knights  of  Columbus  work  inside  the 
camps. 

3.  The  service,  more  than  any  other,  is 
looked  upon  to  create  the  spirit  of  the  new- 
National  Army.  It  is  to  be  responsible  for 
the  final  contact  between  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens and  will  protect  the  men  in  uniform 
from  the  moral  hazards  of  the  big  cities. 

Chairman  Clausen  says: 

"The  amount  asked  for  this  fund  is  small 
in  comparison  with  that  requested  for  others. 
The  total  for  the  whole  United  States  is 
10,000,  but  I  believe  I  am  speaking  a 
truth  when  I  say  it  is  to  be  the  most  effective 
t>,000  now  being  raised  for  war  pur- 
poses. 

"It  is  the  spirit  of  an  army  that  is  re- 
sponsible for  its  victories.  That  spirit  must 
lie  made  in  America.  To  those  cities  near 
the  training  camps  falls  the  responsibility  for 
making  the  soldier  know  that  he  is  respected 
and  that  his  work  and  his  impending  sac- 
rifice are  appreciated. 

"Our  plan  of  campaign  is  to  have  our  vol- 
unteers work  individually.  Each  one  is  mak- 
ing it  a  point  to  call  on  as  many  people  as 
time  will  permit,  so  that  it  need  only  be 
necessary  to  ask  a  small  amount  of  each 
individual.  The  campaign  starts  with  more 
than  $30,000  in  cash  and  pledges." 


RECREATION     LEAGUE      BULLETIN 


RECREATION  LEAGUE 
BULLETIN. 

The  Official  Organ  >>r  iii>'  Recreation  League. 
Published  monthly  except  during  June  and  July. 

OFFICERS. 

President: 

Jesse  W.  J.iiii'iithal. 

Vlce-Presic'ents: 

Mrs.  A.  P.  Black.  I  >r.  G.  W.  Merritt. 

Andrew  J.  Gallag  ler.       John  A.  McGregor. 

Mrs.  M.  .1.  Brandenstein. 

Secretary: 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Baldwin. 

Assistant   Secretary: 

Mali  Weatherley. 

Treasurer: 

i  'utler  Paige. 

Editorial   Staff: 

Editor,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Baldwin. 

Athletic   Editor,  Ray  Daugherty. 

Subscription 50c   per   annum 

Single    Copies    5    Cents. 

Membership   in   the    Recreation    League    Includes 

Subscription    to   this    Paper. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  The  Recreation  League,  1058  Phelan 
Bldg.,   San  Francisco.    Telephone  Douglass  1557. 


Itliirnn  I'uli.  Co.  I'rlnt 


in  St..  s.  F. 


WE  think  that: 

MAYOR  ROLPH  is  right  when  he  says 
that  the  $.392,000  obtained  by  the  city 
in  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Southern  Pa- 
cific Company  should  be  held  for  capital  ex- 
penditure. 

We  of  this  generation  need  to  remind  our- 
selves that  we  are  not  the  absolute  owners 
of  this  our  city.  We  have  received  it  in 
trust  for  our  children,  and  their  children 
after  them.  All  we  can  do  is  to  leave  the 
impress  of  our  particular  brand  of  civiliza- 
tion upon  it.  It  seems  only  right  that  money 
received  from  land  should  be  reinvested  in 
land,  or  in  such  improvements  as  will  make 
the  land  we  have  available  for  use  by  the 
public. 

While  we  are  not  among  those  who  insist 
that  because  we  have  the  money  it  should  be 
spent  immediately  and  for  our  particular 
project,  we  take  this  opportunity  to  suggest 
that  the  land  received  in  the  exchange  may 
be  secured  for  the  future  as  an  Aquatic  Park 
by  the  purchase  of  a  few  lots  as  an  ap- 
proach; that  many  school  yards  need  more 
play  space,  and  that  sooner  or  later  more 
playgrounds  will  have  to  be  purchased. 

Those  to  whom  is  intrusted  the  reinvest- 
ment of  this  community  inheritance  will 
perform  their  duty  well  if  they  consider  most 
carefully  the  choice  of  perishable  or  imper- 
ishable values. 


THE  war  has  brought  about  a  wonderful 
social  awakening.  Never  again  can  we 
of  this  generation  look  upon  the  affairs  of 
government  as  something  apart  from  our 
own  lives  and  interests.  We  are  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  government  is  us,  from  the 
President  down  to  Mary  in  the  kitchen. 
When  our  chosen  leaders  decide  upon  the 
play  to  make  we  get  in  line  and  play  it 
for  all  we  are  worth,  and  most  of  us  play 
fair.    Let's  see  to  it  that  we  all  do. 

The  most  distinct  advance  brought  about 
by  these  stirring  times  has  not  been  made  in 
the  temperance  cause,  the  suffrage  cause, 
nor  in  the  wonderful  organization  plans  for 
public  control  of  food  and  transportation,  but 
in  the  general  acceptance  of  the  idea  of  com- 
munity responsibility  for  the  recreation  of 
its  young  people. 


Every  reason  that  may  he  advanced  for 
the  great  work  being  stimulated  through  the 
War  Department  and  Navy  Department  Com- 
missions on  Training  Camp  Activities — 
known  in  San  Francisco  as  the  Committee 
for  Recreation  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors — holds 
good  for  the  young  people  of  our  city  in 
normal  times.  Here  hundreds,  perhaps  thou- 
sands, of  young  people  come  from  their 
homes  every  year  to  experience  the  life  and 
adventures  of  a  great  city.  Our  own  young 
people  going  into  the  business  world  seek 
adventures  in  the  world  apart  from  the 
home.  The  immigrant  comes  to  our  shores, 
unrelated  to  any  of  our  social  institutions. 

The  Recreation  League  has  recognized  the 
needs  and  has  ever  urged  official  action 
toward  insuring  wholesome  recreation  for 
our  people,  and  now  the  work  of  the  Com- 
missions on  Training  Camp  Activities  has 
placed  recreation  in  its  proper  relationship 
to  other  community  activities. 

San  Francisco  is  setting  a  standard  for 
herself,  which  she  will  do  well  to  main- 
tain. Our  Playground  Commission  should  in 
time  be  developed  into  a  General  Recreation 
Commission.  Meanwhile,  are  you  a  member 
of  the  Recreation  League?  If  not,  join  to- 
day, and  help  to  promote  clean  recreation 
among  the  young  people  of  our  beloved  city. 


REPORT     OF     SAN     FRANCISCO 

COMMITTEE  FOR  RECREATION 

OF  SOLDIERS  AND  SAILORS 

"There  is  no  city  which  surpasses  San 
Francisco  in  the  War  Recreation  work,"  said 
Lieutenant  Byrd,  secretary  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment Commission  on  Training  Camp  Ac- 
tivities, here  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  "and 
there  is  only  one  city  which  perhaps  is  equal 
to  it."  This  happy  verdict  is  most  pleasing 
to"  many  San  Francisco  citizens  who  have 
been  giving  their  leisure,  time  and  money 
to  the  work  of  providing  a  wholesome  envir- 
onment and  friendly  recreation  to  the  men 
in  khaki  and  blue. 

It  so  happens  that  at  the  very  same  meet- 
ing letters  were  read  which  showed  the 
appreciation  of  commanders  whose  knowl- 
edge of  our  work  was  more  than  casual.  "I 
desire  to  express  to  the  committee,"  says 
Captain  Durrell,  U.  S.  Navy  Commandant, 
"my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  work  that 
they  are  doing  for  the  benefit  of  the  enlisted 
men  of  the  navy  in  San  Francisco  and  the 
adjacent  towns.  The  recreation  and  rest 
rooms  in  the  Monadnock  Building  and  in 
the  Palace  Hotel  are  most  remarkable  in  the 
completeness  of  their  outfit  and  in  the  com- 
fortable and  homelike  atmosphere  to  be 
found  there.  I  consider  that  they  do  most 
valuable  work  for  the  comfort  and  morale 
of  the  men.  The  numerous  and  most  gen- 
erous dances,  both  large  and  small,  that 
have  been  and  are  constantly  given  for  the 
men  by  the  various  organizations  in  the  city 
are  of  great  value  in  providing  wholesome 
amusement  and  surroundings;  and  I  desire 
also  to  remark  most  enthusiastically  upon 
the  plan  adopted  in  a  number  of  churches 
whereby  an  enlisted  man  attending  service 
is  looked  out  for  after  church  by  members 
of  the  congregation.  I  consider  this  a  truly 
generous  act. 

"I  consider  the  work  of  your  committee  to 
be  of  the  greatest  value  in  increasing  com- " 


fort  and  contentment  of  our  men  and  in 
lessening  the  temptations  of  the  city,  pro- 
viding them  with  rest  and  recreation  that  is 
of  the  highest  character.  I  hope  that  this 
good  work  can  be  continued  throughout  the 
war  and  extended  wherever  possible." 

General  Murray,  too,  has  a  -kind  word  to 
say.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  committee 
recently  he  writes:  "Your  patriotic  spirit  and 
efforts  are  heartily  appreciated  by  me  in 
behalf  of  the  men  in  my  command. 

"Work  of  the  kind  that  you  are  doing  is  a 
very  great  aid  in  promoting  the  contentment 
and  pleasure  of  the  soldiers  stationed  in  this 
city.  It  gives  them  this  feeling  because  they 
know  that  their  services  are  appreciated  by 
the  'folks  at  home.'  They  feel  that  they 
are  toiling  for  people  who  understand  their 
sacrifices  and  privations  and  who  desire  to 
mitigate  the  hardships  as  far  as  possible. 

"Entertainment  such  as  you  contemplate 
will  aid  greatly  in  keeping  the  men  remind- 
ed of  their  home  ties.  They  will  go  far  to 
reassure  the  men  that  their  being  in  uni- 
form does  not  set  them  apart  from  the  great 
body  of  citizens  who  remain  at  home. 

"The  soldiers  will  perform  their  duties 
more  cheerfully,  and  therefore  more  efficient- 
ly, in  the  knowledge  they  are  not  forgotten. 
And  when  the  time  comes  for  them  to  sail 
for  France  and  active  service,  they  will  have 
the  comforting  knowledge  that  the  people  of 
San  Francisco  have  been  their  friends  during 
the  trying  time  of  preparation. 

"Your  committee  has  my  hearty  approval 
and  warm  commendation.  Its  objects  are 
most  patriotic  and  praiseworthy.  If  I  can 
aid  you  in  any  particular,  I  beg  you  will 
advise  me.  I  shall  only  be  too  glad  to  assist 
you  in  any  way  within  my  power." 

The  many  activities  which  the  committee 
has  undertaken  have  now  become  so  much 
the  topic  of  the  newspapers  that,  perhaps, 
there  is  no  necessity  to  present  more  than  a 
statement  of  the  committees  and  chairmen 
with  whom  they  are  identified:  Athletics, 
Mr.  P.  C.  Gerhardt;  Church  Co-operation, 
Rev.  Grover  Harrison;  Civic  Entertainment, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Brandon;  Club  Rooms,  Mr.  Samuel 
G.  Buckbee;  Commercial  Amusements,  Mr. 
Herbert  L.  Rothchild;  Dancing,  Mrs.  D.  J. 
MacMaster;  Dramatics,  Mrs.  D.  E.  F.  Easton; 
Educational,  Mr.  George  E.  Gallagher;  Fi- 
nance, Mr.  John  Clausen;  Fraternal  Mr.  Ed. 
Rainey;  Home  Entertainment  for  Enlisted 
Men,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Knight;  Library,  Mrs.  M.  C. 
Sloss;  Music,  Mr.  Redfern  Mason;  The  Open 
House,  Mrs.  Dennis  O'Sullivan;  Police  Co- 
operation, Mr.  Theodore  Roche:  Publicity, 
San  Francisco  Ad  Club;  Reading  Rooms, 
Miss  Laura  McKinstry;  Seeing  San  Fran- 
cisco, Mr.  James  R.  Bradford;  Social  Enter- 
tainment, Mrs.  James  Rolph,  Jr.;  Survey 
and  Special  Information,  Mr.  E.  A.  Walcott: 
Women  and  Girls,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Baldwin.  After 
many  changes,  resignations  and  some  reor- 
ganizations the  committee  has  reached  its 
full  power,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  preced- 
ing list. 

Perhaps  the  most  original  event  of  the 
month  was  the  holding  of  a  Sing  Son;;  at 
the  Civic  Auditorium  in  conjunction  with  tin- 
regular  municipal  concert.  The  program  was 
most  tuneful  and  greatly  applauded  by  the 
general  audience,  but  the  reason  why  the 
Auditorium  was  packed  to  its  maximum  ca- 
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pacity  so  that  even  the  aisles  were  filled  was 
because  the  singing  of  songs  by  the  audience 
had  been  added  to  the  program  at  the  initia- 
tion of  the  San  Francisco  Committee  for 
Recreation  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors.  It  is  not 
easy  to  develop  the  desire  to  sing  in  public 
by  one  performer  and  it  is  doubtless  true 
that  any  one  of  the  audience  would  not  have 
sung  alone,  but  after  an  augmented  response 
by  the  whole  audience  wild  applause  ensued 
and  the  leader  was  called  on  to  repeat 
•Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here?"  from 
beginning  to  end.  There  was  established 
that  interest  in  singing  which  will  lead  to 
its  wider  cultivation  here.  The  movement 
is  now  thoroughly  launched  and  the  Recre- 
ation League  and  the  National  League  lor 
Women's  Service  and  other  organizations 
will  further  the  cause. 

Another  excellent  matter  initiated  by  the 
committee  in  the  past  month  has  been  the 
Auto  Recreation  Corps.  The  application 
card  reproduced  below  will  indicate  the  pur- 
pose of  its  founders. 

And  while  we  are  mentioning  some  of 
these  activities  let  us  not  forget  to  answer 
critics  who  think  that  we  are  mothering 
"the  boys"  by  quoting  a  few  paragraphs 
from  a  letter  by  Harry  George: 

"Many  of  these  young  recruits  have  left 
home  for  the  first  time — a  turning  point  in  a 
boy's  career.  They  are  in  the  midst  of  thous- 
ands of  their  fellows  and  yet  alone.  Their 
environment  is  strange  and  unfamiliar.  The 
home  ties  have  been  severed,  perhaps  for- 
ever, and  they  crave  kindness  and  a  helping 
hand.  I  know  from  my  own  experience 
just  what  this  feeling  is. 

"The  time  is  taken  up  with  training  for 
the  country's  defense,  but  there  are  many 
lonely  hours;  the  'retreat'  has  sounded  and 
they  are  left  to  their  own  devices,  and,  on 
occasion,  are  permitted  to  leave  the  limits  of 
the  command.  Shall  they  be  subjected  to 
the  temptations  of  the  saloon  and  brothel 
or  shall  they  be  diverted  from  these  evil  in- 
fluences by  providing  legitimate  amusement 
and  recreation?  This  is  for  a  patriotic  pub- 
lic to  determine. 

"I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
profound  appreciation  of  your  efforts  in  be- 
half of  Mare  Island  Training  Camp  and  the 
excellent  entertainments  provided  by  the  San 
Francisco  Committee  for  Recreation  of  Sol- 
diers and  Sailors." 


REPORT   OF   THE    GIRLS' 
SECTION 

The  Girls'  Section  is  pleased  to  announce 
the  formation  of  the  "Girls'  League  for  Pro- 
motion of  Sports,  Pastimes,  and  Patriotism," 
whose  objects  are: 

1.  To  promote  participation  in  wholesome 
sports  and  pastimes. 

2.  To  promote  the  principles  of  the  Patri- 
otic League. 

All  institutions  and  groups  of  girls  where 
sports  and  pastimes  are  promoted  in  an  or- 
ganized manner  are  eligible  to  membership 
in  this  League,  which  already  has  eleven 
charter  members.  The  Girls'  Section  is  par- 
ticularly gratified  with  this  splendid  result 
of  the  major  part  of  its  efforts  during  the 
past  several  months,  as  some  kind  of  athletic 
league  for  girls  has  been  the  goal  of  San 
Francisco  girl  workers  for  a  long  time  past. 
All  recognized  girl  leaders  throughout  the 
country  realize  that  wholesome  sports  prac- 
tised in  the  proper  manner  are  necessary  to 
the  full  development,  both  mentally  and 
physically,  of  the  normal  girl.  More  especial- 
ly is  the  Section  pleased  with  this  achieve- 
ment because  it  hopes  that  this  League  will 
prove  to  be  a  permanent  contribution  to"  the 
community  life  of  our  city  achieved  during 
these  exciting  times  when  all  emphasis  seems 
to  be  placed  on  emergency  war  work.  How- 
ever, we  also  feel  that  this  very  League  is  a 
war-time  contribution,  since  it  will  help  to 
produce  a  healthy  morale  amongst  the  girls 
of  our  city,  which  in  turn  is  sure  to  affect 
the  morale  of  "our  boys."  And  in  the  last 
analysis  the  "morale  of  our  boys"  at  the 
present  time  is  the  first  consideration  of 
everyone  working  with  the  true  ideal  of 
"Service,  Democracy  and  Internationalism." 

Blanche  Sox, 
Chairman. 


IMAGINATION    IN    SCHOOL 

TRAINING 

Katherine  Devereux  Blake,  principal  of 
one  of  New  York's  public  schools,  in  writing 
of  "Opportunities  of  the  War"  in  the  Na- 
tional   Education   Association    Bulletin,    has 


this  to  say  of  lack  of  imagination  in  school 
training: 

"We  have  been  training  our  children  in 
'make-believe'  imagination.  If  we  are  to  do 
our  duty  as  educators  henceforth,  we  must 
train  the  children,  not  in  the  imagination 
that  fills  the  cheap  moving-picture  house  and 
sells  the  five-cent  thriller  magazine,  but  the 
'put  yourself  in  his  place'  imagination  that  is 
the  gift  of  the  seer,  the  prophet,  the  saint, 
and  the  scientist.  The  'make-believe'  imag- 
ination is  easy  to  teach.  The  silly  fairy 
tales  from  'Lazy  Mary'  up  and  down  are  at 
everyone's  hands.  The  glorious  imagination 
that  guided  Archimedes,  Copernicus,  Colum- 
bus and  Edison  is  not  so  easy.  But  that  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  shirk  our  duty. 

"Let  this  Council  appoint  a  committee  to 
study  this  question.  And  let  us  who  guide 
the  future  destiny  of  this  nation  see  to  it 
that  when  the  citizens  leave  our  hands  they 
go  equipped  with  a  glorious  imagination  that 
will  enable  them  to  grasp  the  shining  fate 
that  should  be  theirs." 

It  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  such  a 
committee  will  recommend  supervised  play 
as  a  mean  through  which  this  may  be  ac- 
complished. 

Organized  play  and  group  games  are  the 
most  enjoyable,  and  at  the  same  time  most 
effective  instruments  in  the  development  of 
constructive  imagination.  Let  us  pay  more 
attention  to  the  games  of  children  at  school, 
in  the  playground,  and  in  the  home. 


BOYS'  CONFERENCE 

Wiley  Winsor  reports  the  progress  of  ar- 
rangements for  the  Boy  Workers'  Confer- 
ence, which  is  to  be  held  every  other  month 
and  last  for  half  a  day.  The  first  conference 
is  to  be  held  on  December  11th.  The  subject 
for  discussion  is  to  be  "The  Boy  and  the 
War."  Mr.  Astredo  will  speak  of  the  phase 
of  "Juvenile  Delinquency";  there  will  be  five- 
minute  reports  from  representatives  of  all 
the  high  schools  and  boys'  clubs  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Crosby  will  speak  on  "Training 
for  Leadership."  Stress  will  also  be  laid  on 
the  value  of  remaining  in  school. 


You  are  interested  in  the  wo'rk  of  the 
Recreation  League,  are  you  not?  Are  you 
a  member?  Are  you  giving  it  your  full 
support? 


JOIN  THE  AUTO  RECREATION  CORPS 

FOR  MEN   IN   UNIFORM 

Some  of  the  things  you  may  do : 

(a)  Take  convalescents  on  health  rides,  at  your  convenience. 

(b)  Show  the  city  to  enlisted  men  from  other  localities. 

(c)  Give  the  men  in  uniform  a  "lift"  whenever  agreeable. 

Secretary,  Board  of  Directors,  Auto  Recreation  Corps, 

1058  Phelan  Building,  San  Francisco. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  am  interested  in  the  entertainment  of  men  in  uniform  and  am  willing 
to  co-operate  with  my  car  whenever  I  can  conveniently  do  so.  Please 
send  me  full  particulars. 

Xame Address „ 

Phone 


FIELD   SPORTS 


The  Seventh  Annual  Championship  F'eld 
Meet  of  the  Public  Schools  Athletic  League 
was  held  at  Southside  Playground  on  Sat- 
urday, November  3,  with  boys  from  thirty: 
two  schools  entered  in  the  twenty-two  events 
comprising  the  program. 

The  new  medals  of  the  Rising  Sun,  in  gold, 
silver  and  bronze,  provided  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Physical  Education  and  Athletics  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  have  aroused  great 
interest  among  the  boys  and  very  spirited 
competition  was  the  order  of  the  day.  Sev- 
eral records  were  broken  by  wide  margins. 

The  most  interesting  feature  of  the  meet 
was  the  close  race  for  first  place  between 
Laguna  Honda  and  Rochambeau  schools,  the 
latter  leading  by  one  point  until  the  final 
event  of  the  program,  when  Laguna  Honda 
tied  the  score.  Twenty  schools  secured 
points  at  the  meet. 

*     *     * 

The  Fourth  Annual  Novice  Field  Meet  of 
the   public   Schools    Athletic   League,    to   be 
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held  a'1  Southside  Playground  on  Saturday, 
November  24,  has  drawn  forth  an  entry  list 
of  459  boys  from  the  thirty  schools  entered 
in  competition.  The  events  are  the  same  as 
for  the  championship  held  meet;  novice  but- 
tons will  be  provided  tor  point  winners. 
'I'h  of  this  mee1  is  to  provide  com- 

boys  of  less  than  championship 
caliber,  and  many  of  the  boys  who  did  not 
make  the  grade  in  the  last  meet  will  try  to 
go  ovi  r  the  top  at  this  one. 


SWIMMING 


The  Annual  Swimming  Meet  of  the  Y.  M.  I. 
Juniors  was  held  recently  in  the  club  tank. 
Championship  Meet  was  preceded  by 
four  preliminary  meets  for  the  purpose  of 
dividing  the  competitors  into  five  classes, 
according  to  ability.  The  final  meet  occu- 
pied two  evenings;  each  competitor  was 
jed  to  appear  in  eight  different  events; 
its  and  distance  races,  breast-  and  back- 
stroke, plunge  for  distance  and  fancy  div- 
ing. The  winners  in  each  class  were  as 
follows: 

First  class — Tie  between  Duffm  Ladarre 
and  Ed.  Roper. 

Second  class — Daniel  McKlem. 

Third  class — Louis  Bill. 

Fourth  class — John  Cunningham. 

Fifth  class — George  Pidge. 


GENERAL 


Y.  M.  C.  A.  Directors  Hold  Meeting 

A  society  of  the  Northern  California  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  physical  directors  was  organized  last 
Tuesday  morning  at  the  San  Francisco  as- 
sociation, where  the  physical  directors  from 
Sacramento,  Stockton,  San  Jose,  Oakland, 
Berkeley  and  San  Francisco  were  present. 
The  meeting  was  an  all-morning  conference, 
at  which  theoretical  and  practical  subjects 
were  discussed  and  demonstrated  and  a  plan 
of  inter-association  competition  in  basketball, 
volley  ball,  swimming  and  gymnastics  was 
outlined. 

W.  A.  Kearns  of  Oakland  was  appointed 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Competition, 
appointing  W.  Porter  Craig  of  Stockton  as 
chairman  of  the  Basketball  Committee,  which 
will  at  once  arrange  a  basketball  tournament 
between  these  associations.  R.  I.  Forbes 
of  Sacramento  was  elected  President  and  S. 
Wiley  Winsor  of  San  Francisco  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  The  society  then  adjourned  to 
the  Hotel  Whitcomb  as  guests  at  the  lunch- 
eon of  the  directors  of  the  Boys'  Club  Ath- 
letic League.  The  directors  and  their  guests 
were  addressed  by  Edward  B.  DeGroot  on 
"The  City's  Program  in  Physical  Education, 
Athletics  and  Play  for  Boys." 

The  luncheon  was  followed  by  an  auto- 
mobile visit  to  the  playgrounds  of  the  city 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  DeGroot. 


BASKETBALL 

Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  Tournament. 

The  annual  basket  ball  tournament  of  the 
Boys'   Club  Athletic  League  started  on  No- 


vember 16th  with  twenty-two  teams  compet- 
ing. Thomas  De  Nike  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  commissioner  in 
charge  of  basketball,  reports  that  over  200 
boys  are  entered  and  that  interest  in  the 
competition  promises  to  exceed  that  of  any 
event  yet  conducted  by  the  League. 

Nine  League  clubs  have  entered  teams  in 
the  various  weight  classes:  Columbia  Park 
Boys'  Club  has  entered  five  teams,  the  Y.  M. 
I.  and  Telegraph  Hill  Boys'  Club  four  each, 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  three,  and  the  San  Francisco 
Boys'  Club,  Wesley  Club,  Y.  M.  H.  A.  and 
tne  San  F'rancisco  Turn  Verein  each  one. 
Competition  in  the  "regular"  tournament 
will  be  conducted  in  five  weight  classes:  95, 
110,  120,  130  pounds  and  unlimited.  An  "al- 
truistic division"  has  been  formed,  under 
the  direction  of  Jos.  H.  Nill.  The  weight 
will  be  85  pounds,  but  weighing-in  will  be 
dispensed  with  and  the  word  of  the  respec- 
tive managers  will  be  taken  as  to  the  weight 
of  the  young  players.  Teams  from  the  fol- 
lowing five  organizations  have  signed  up  for 
games:  B'nai  B'rith,  Pacific  Hebrew  Orphan 
Asylum,  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club,  Young- 
Men's  Institute  and  San  Francisco  Boys' 
Club. 

The  system  of  weighing-in  employed  by 
the  League  is  similar  to  that  inaugurated 
this  year  by  the  Public  Schools  Athletic 
League.  By  this  system,  every  boy  playing 
in  the  tournament  must  be  weighed-in  before 

game  and  no  weighing  is  perm 
thereafter.     It  is  hoped  that  the  new  system 
will    secure   the   same   favorable    results   as 
noted  in  the  case  of  the  public  school  boys. 

The  co-operative  spirit  of  the  directors  of 
the  various  League  clubs  in  giving  the  use 
of  their  gymnasiums  for  the  games  insures 
the  success  of  this  tournament,  practically 
every  first-class  floor  in  the  city  being  at 
the  disposal  of  the  basketball  officials.  Games 
are  being  played  at  the  following  places: 
Mondays,  Young  Men's  Institute;  Tuesdays, 
Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club;  Wednesdays,  Pa- 
cific Hebrew  Orphan  Asylum  and  the  San 
Francisco  Boys'  Club;  Fridays,  Y.  M.  C.  A.; 
Saturdays,  Y.  M.  H.  A. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Fall  Basketball. 

The  fall  basketball  tournament  is  now 
under  way  with  four  teams  competing  in 
the  young  men's  division.  Some  of  the  best 
players  at  the  "Y"  are  entered  on  these 
teams,  and  the  games  have  produced  some 
excellent  competition.  A  schedule  of  six 
games  is  now  being  run,  in  which  every  team 
plays  every  other  team. 

This  early  season  tournament  will  serve 
as  a  tryout  for  teams  to  represent  the  "Y" 
in  the  Northern  California  Y.  M.  C.  A.  tour- 
nament, the  Pacific  Association  championship 
series  and  other  competitions.  Following 
are  the  teams  and  the  schedule  of  games: 

Aztecs — Vollers,  Jacobson,  Kretz,  Kotta, 
Schade,  Guthertz,  Townley. . 

Cherokees  —  Zeller,  Anderson,  Goldman, 
Weule,  Ludeman,  Abrahams. 

Senecas  —  Guldager,  Frazier,  Kirchner, 
Newhoff,  McCauley,  Pierce. 

Apaches — Van  Horn,  Lohse,  Grimm,  Meyer, 
Feldman,  Vaile,  Moulton. 

Nov.  12 — Aztecs  vs.  Cherokees. 

Nov.  14 — Senecas  vs.  Apaches. 

Nov.  19 — Cherokees  vs.  Senecas. 

Nov.  21 — Apaches  vs.  Aztecs. 

Nov.  26 — Cherokees  vs.  Apaches. 

Nov.  28 — Aztecs  vs.  Senecas. 


High  Schools  Start  Tournament 

The  Basketball  Committee  of  the  San 
Francisco  Athletic  League,  consisting  of  E. 
B.  DeGroot,  chairman,  Willis  O.  Hunter  and 
Courtenay  S.  Overin,  has  announced  a  sched- 
ule of  games  for  the  100,  110  and  120-pound 
classes  of  the  League,  which  will  be  played 
off  during  November  and  December.  All 
games  are  being  played  on  the  open-air 
courts  of  North  Beach  Playground. 

Teams  are  entered  from  the  following 
schools  holding  membership  in  the  League: 
Sacred  Heart,  Lick-Wilmerding,  Polytechnic, 
Commerce,  Lowell,  Cogswell,  Mission,  Hum- 
boldt, St.  Ignatius.  The  heavier  weights 
will  be  scheduled  to  appear  for  games  after 
the  Christmas  holidays. 

Grammar  School  Teams  in  Finals 

The  preliminary  round  of  games  in  the 
Public  Schools  Athletic  League  has  come  to 
an  end,  with  the  following  teams  emerging 
as  winners  in  their  respective  divisions: 

95  pounds — Dist.  I.  Washington;  Dist.  II, 
Grattan;  Dist.  Ill,  Columbia;  Dist.  IV,  Long- 
fellow. 

110  pounds — Dist.  I,  Yerba  Buena;  Dist.  II, 
Hamilton;  Dist.  Ill,  Columbia;  Dist.  IV, 
Fairmount. 

125  pounds — Dist.  I,  Yerba  Buena;  Dist.  II. 
Crocker;  Dist.  Ill,  State  Normal;  Dist.  IV, 
Monroe. 

The  final  series  of  games  for  the  city*cham- 
pionship  is  now  under  way  on  Southside 
and  Hamilton  Playgrounds  and  will  be  con- 
cluded early  in  December.  The  district  cham- 
pions are  proficient  exponents  of  the  court 
game  and  these  championship  contests  are 
well  worth  seeing. 

Y.  M.  I.  Interclub  Games. 

A  tournament  is  under  way  at  the  Young 
Men's  Institute  in  three  different  weight  di- 
visions, with  four  teams  in  each  division. 
The  following  teams  are  competing  in  the 
85-pound  division :  Bears,  Tigers,  Cubs. 
Seals.  In  the  110-pound  class  Gaffney's  team 
won  over  those  captained  by  Crowley.  Tracy 
and  Curtin  respectively.  The  Larks  won  the 
125-pound  championship  over  the  Owls. 
Comets  and  Eagles. 


PLAYGROUND  NOTES 

By    Ray    Daugherty. 


Playgrounds  Busy 

The  following  organizations  have  visited 
the  North  Beach  playgrounds  regularly  dur- 
ing the  past  month  for  match  basketball 
games,  apparatus  races  and  folk-dancing: 
Grammar  schools  in  the  P.  S.  A.  1...  High 
schools  in  the  S.  F.  A.  L.,  the  Chinese  Kin- 
dergarten and  the  Presbyterian  and  Baptist 
Missions. 

At  Hamilton  playgrounds  the  approaching 
graduation  of  the  championship  girls' 
ketball  and  baseball  team,  the  Clovers,  will 
give  an  opportunity  for  the  present  second- 
place  holders  to  strive  for  the  position  thus 
vacated. 

Boys'   Club  Show 

The  Second  Annual  Boys'  Club  Athletic 
League  show  was  presented  to  an  enthusi- 
astic audience  Wednesday  evening,  October 
31,  at  the  San  Francisco  Turn  Verein  hall. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  show  committee 
and  to  all  the  clubs  who  helped  make  up 
the  very  interesting  gymnastic,  dancing, 
singing  and  dramatic  program. 
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RODEO 

DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS 

and  All-Star  Company 
Ewing  Field,  Saturday,   Feb.  9th 

for  the  benefit  of  the  War 
Camp  Community  Service  Fund 
Not  a  Movie — The  Real  Thing 

Everybody  Come 


THREE  WEEKS   IN   "Y"  LAND 

Ever  since  the  early  part  of  the  fall  the 
students  of  the  University  of  California, 
under  the  inspiration  of  the  Mask  and 
Dagger  Society,  have  been  preparing  and 
presenting  a  series  of  plays  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the 
neighboring  garrisons  about  San  Fran- 
cisco. At  one  period  there  were  no  less 
than  three  different  programs  presented 
each  week.  The  success  of  this  effort  was 
so  marked  that  when  the  proposal  was 
brought  up  to  the  Social  Secretary  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  National  War  Work  Council  of 
the  Western  Division,  that  a  group  of  uni- 
versity students  should  travel  south  and 
"do  their  bit"  by  devoting  their  vacation 
to  the  soldiers  at  Camp  Kearny  and  San 
Diego  the  idea  was  welcomed.  Whatever 
success,  and  it  was  very  great,  the  Mask 
and  Dagger  achieved  in  the  trip  to  south- 
ern garrisons,  was  largely  due  to  the 
initiative  of  Mr.  George  Crowe. 

The  party  of  chosen  amateur  actors  left 
San  Francisco  the  day  after  Christmas  and 
on  their  arrival  in  Los  Angeles  they  were 
welcomed  to  a  luncheon  at  the  Jonathan 
Club.  Mr.  Hill,  Social  Secretary  of  the 
Los  Angeles  National  War  Work  Council, 
had  arranged  for  the  first  program  to  be 
given  at  Fort  MacArthur. 

Before  proceeding  with  an  account  of 
the  visits  to  the  various  camps  it  would 
be  well  to  state  the  conditions  under  which 
dramatic  work  must  be  undertaken  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  huts  and  tents.  In  the  great 
majority  of  cases  the  stage  is  a  low  plat- 
form without  footlights,  so  close  to  the 
audience  that  the  front  row  of  spectators 
rest  their  elbows  on  the  stage.  Drop 
curtain  there  is  none;  entrances  are 
confined  to  two  doors,  one  on  the  right, 
one  on  the  left,  which  lead  directly  into 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen's  dressing  rooms. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  to  arrange,  as 
far  as  possible,  that  the  ladies  exit  into 
their  own  side  of  the  stage  and  the  gen- 
tlemen into  theirs.  It  is  impossible  to 
use  any  kind  of  scenery  at  all  and  so  over- 
worked are  the  secretaries  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  that  we  have  found  it  necessary  tc 
confine  our  demands  for  properties,  to  the 
minimum  amount.  All  our  acting  was 
done  with  four  chairs  and  a  table.  Of 
course,  lighting  effects  were  impossible 
and  the  audience  is  in  very  plain  view  to 
the  actors  who  sometimes  find  it  discon- 
certing when  at  the  call  of  a  bugle  or  for 
other  reasons  five  or  six  men  get  up  and 
tramp  heavily  out.     There  are  two  dress- 


ing rooms,  one  for  the  men  and  one  for 
the  women,  which  at  other  times  are  used 
for  the  bedrooms  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Offi- 
cials. There  is  no  running  water  of  any 
kind  in  these  rooms  and  it  is  generally 
necessary  for  the  actors  who  wish  to  go 
round  to  the  front  of  the  hall  to  climb 
through  a  little  window. 

Where  there  is  no  wooden  building  the 
corners  of  the  tent  are  screened  off  and 
in  order  to  escape  without  going  through 
a  packed  audience  it  is  necessary  to  lie 
flat  on  one's  back  and  roll  underneath  the 
canvas.  The  enthusiasm  and  genuine 
warmth  of  the  men's  greeting  is  ample 
compensation   for  all  these  disadvantages. 

The  Company  arrives  in  automobiles 
and  files  through  the  crowded  hall  where 
the  men  are  writing  letters  and  playing 
checkers  on  checker-boards  which  have 
been  cleverly  painted  on  the  benches 
themselves.  As  the  ladies  pass  through 
there  is  a  general  clapping  of  hands  and 
a  cry  of  "Hats  Off."  The  ladies  disap- 
pear to  the  right,  the  gentlemen  to  the 
left  and  during  the  next  fifteen  minutes 
the  writing  table  flaps  are  folded  up, 
benches  are  placed  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
secretary  makes  a  request  that  smoking 
shall  be  discontinued  during  the  perform- 
ance out  of  regard  to  the  visiting  ladies. 
The  before  mentioned  table  and  the  four 
chairs  are  gathered  together  and  set  on 
the  stage  in  the  required  positions  midst 
the  good-natured  shouts  and  jokes  of  the 
audience,  some  of  whom  have  been  wait- 
ing for  over  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 
The  performance  is  timed  to  begin  at  6:30 
and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary  briefly  intro- 
duces the  visitors  and  leaves  the  program 
to  the  performers.  The  performance 
ended,  the  stage  is  crowded  with  enlisted 
men  who  have  some  acquaintanceship  with 
the  members  of  the  caste.  About  one-half 
hour  is  spent  talking  to  old  friends  and 
making  new  ones.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  auto- 
mobiles are  announced,  eager  soldiers 
carry  out  the  grips  of  the  Company  and 
with  a  cheery  "Godspeed"  they  set  out 
on  the  long  and  very  often  cold  trip  to 
town. 

To  return  to  the  list  of  performances, 
Fort  McArthur  was  our  first  experience 
at  which  place  the  boys  dressed  in  a  gro- 
cery shed  and  the  ladies  were  given  the 
chaplain's  tent  which  was  illuminated  by 
one  candle  stuck  in  a  bottle.  It  was  a 
bright  moonlight  night  and  there  were  a 
great  number  of  men  in  camp  lately,  ar- 
rived from  the  Texan  prairies.  So  fresh 
were  they  to  the  camp  that  they  were  not 
yet  provided  with  uniforms  and  were  wan- 
dering about  the  encampment,  great 
giants  in  their  long  boots  and  cowboy 
hats.  One  could  almost  feel  the  home- 
sickness of  these  men  who  had  never  left 
their  state  before. 

The  next  night  we  played  at  the  Naval 
Barracks  at  the  outer  harbor  of  San 
Pedro.  It  was  possible  at  once  to  tell  the 
difference  between  the  audiences,  many  of 
these  boys  were  soon  to  receive  commis- 
sions and  their  reception  of  our  program, 
while  just  as  enthusiastic  was  entirely 
different. 

On  Sunday,  December  30th,  we  sailed 
down  on  the  "Yale"  from  Los  Angeles  to 
San  Diego.  It  was  a  tropical  evening 
i  Continued    on    page    three.) 


RECREATION  LEAGUE  HOLDS  A 
LUNCHEON  SYMPOSIUM 

Jointly     With     San    Francisco    War-Camp 
Community  Service 

On  of  the  most  successful,  perhaps,  of 
the  luncheons  held  by  the  Recreation 
League  was  the  last  one  on  January  17th 
in  co-operation  with  the  San  Francisco 
War-Camp  Community  Service,  formerly 
known  as  the  San  Francisco  Committee 
for  Recreation  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors.  As 
is  well  known  to  the  members  of  the 
Recreation  League,  the  War-Camp  Com- 
munity Service  has  been  the  guest  of  the 
Recreation  League,  which  has  extended  to 
it  not  only  the  use  of  its  offices  but  has 
materially  aided  in  many  ways  in  further- 
ing the  work  of  the  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines.  It  was  a  fitting  occasion  for  the 
two  organizations  to  meet  together. 

The  program  included  ten  speakers, 
representing  ten  different  organizations. 
Mr.  Jesse  W.  Lilienthal,  President  of  the 
Recreation  League  and  General  Chairman 
of  the  War-Camp  Community  Service,  pre- 
sided, and  in  his  usual  apt  manner  he  ex- 
plained to  the  guests  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  organizations. 

The  general  subject  of  the  luncheon 
symposium  was  "The  Welfare  Work  on 
Behalf  of  the  Man  in  Uniform."  This  gen- 
eral field  was  divided  up  into  five  main 
topics.  The  first,  "The  Sick  and  the  Needy," 
was  discussed  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Bogart,  who 
reported  the  activities  of  the  Red  Cross  in 
connection  with  medical  and  surgical  aid, 
and  told  of  many  forms  of  relief  extended 
to  the  dependents  of  men  in  National  serv- 
ice. In  explaining  Red  Cross  activities  in 
connection  with  recreation  for  the  children 
in  these  families,  he  pointed  out  that  in 
the  latter  cases  the  Red  Cross  was  trying 
to  substitute  its  recreational  activities  for 
that  of  the  father  of  the  family  who  is  away 
on  duty. 

The  second  main  topic  of  the  afternoon 
was  "Environment  and  Recreation  Inside 
the  Camp."  The  work  of  the  army  chap- 
lains was  most  interestingly  described  by 
Major  E.  P.  Newsom  of  the  California 
Coast  Artillery.  Following  this  report  was 
a  talk  on  the  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  by 
Mr.  Martial,  the  district  representative  of 
the  National  War  Work  Council.  He  ex- 
plained its  work  in  upholding  the  religious 
and  moral  life  and  told  of  its  constructive 
efforts  toward  recreation  for  the  men  while 
in  camp.  Mr.  Holme,  Chancellor  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus,  expressed  the  desire 
of  his  organization  to  engage  in  friendly 
rivalry  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  providing 
impartially  for  the  lives  and  comfort  of  the 
men  while  inside  the  camp. 

The  third  topic  was  that  of  "Community 
Environment  and  Recreation."  The  work 
of  the  San  Francisco  War-Camp  Commun- 
ity Service  was  discussed  by  H.  Feldman, 
Executive  Secretary.  The  work  of  this 
organization,  he  explained,  was  directly 
under  the  supervision  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment Commission  on  Training  Camp  Ac- 
tivities, which  is  now  in  complete  charge 
of  the  work  of  providing  suitable  recrea- 
tion and  environment,  both  within  and 
without  the  camp.  Within  the  camp  the 
Commission  has  passed  the  work  over  to 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  Knights  of  Columbus, 
(Continued  on  page  two.) 
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A   LETTER    FROM   LIEUTENANT 
EUSTACE  M.  PEIXOTTO 

(A  round-robin  letter  written  to  Lieuten- 
ant Peixotto  at  Christmas  time  by  the 
habitues  of  the  Recreation  League  office 
invoked  the  following  reply,  which  is  quoted 
only  in  part) : 

Camp  Lewis,  Dec.  25th,  1917. 
Dear  Friends  Who  Haunt  1058: 

I  can't  tell  you  how  much  I  appreciate 
the  remembrance  expressed  in  your  round- 
robin  Christmas  letter.  Each  name,  each 
note  brought  recollections  of  pleasant  hours 
and  pleasant  company.  Those  of  us  who 
have  been  striving  to  promote  "recreation 
for  the  people"  are  sometimes  accused  of 
working  too  hard  ourselves  and  not  practic- 
ing what  we  preach.  But  if  making 
friends  is  a  form  of  recreation,  and  I  truly 
feel  it  is  one  of  the  best,  some  of  our 
evenings  and  other  spare  moments  spent  in 
committee  meetings  have  not  been  alto- 
gether in  vain  from  our  own  point  of 
view,  aside  from  what  they  may  have  ac- 
complished for  community  welfare. 

'  Surely  the  world  is  moving  fast  these 
days  along  the  lines  for  which  we  have 
striven.  The  Army  has  adopted  the  recrea- 
tion program  wholesale  and  it  is  being 
demonstrated  on  a  s.cale  such  as  few  of  us 
ever  dreamed  we  should  see  it  in  our  life 
time.  Every  officer  I  have  ever  met  is  in 
full  sympathy  with  it  and  ready  to  do  his 
share  toward  seeing  it  go  through.  After 
their  experience  every  man  who  goes  back 
should  be  a  recreation  advocate  in  his  own 
home  town,  not  to  mention  being  a  com- 
munity singer  and  a  few  other  things. 
The  war  will  unquestionably  halt  great  ex- 
pansion in  public  playgrounds  and  some 
other  things  temporarily,  but  I  do  believe 
that  it  will  be  the  means  of  a  speedier  gen- 
eral adoption  of  the  whole  recreation  pro- 
gram. The  work  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sail- 
ors' Recreation  Committees  is  bound  to 
have  a  far-reaching  effect,  not  only  on  the 
men  who  enjoy  their  benefits  but  on  the 
communities   in  which  they  are   organized. 

Results  like  these  are  some  of  the  things 
that  will  compensate  for  the  horrors  of  this 
war,  one  of  which  is  the  separation  of 
friend  from  friend.  It  is  with  this  realiza- 
tion  that   it  is   for  the   bigger  things   that 


each  of  us  must  go  on  and  do  our  bit 
whatever  and  wherever  it  may  be.  If  this 
war  can  bring  about  the  realization  of 
some  of  the  other  great  human  dreams  of 
centuries  which  President  Wilson  is  today 
actually  introducing  into  the  area  of  prac- 
tical statesmanship  as  rapidly  as  it  seems 
to  be  bringing  the  adoption  by  public  opin- 
ion of  our  own  particular  hobby,  it  will 
surely  be  worth  the  personal  sacrifices  it 
must  entail. 
Sincerely, 

Eustace  M.  Peixotto. 


RECREATION  LEAGUE  HOLDS  A 
LUNCHEON  SYMPOSIUM. 

(Continued  from  page  one.) 

the  American  Library  Association  and  the 
Jewish  Board  of  Military  Welfare.  Outside 
the  work  has  been  given  over  to  a  newly 
created  organization  known  now  as  the  War- 
Camp  Community  Service.  This  organiza- 
tion is  charged  with  the  work  of  culti- 
vating a  wholesome  attitude  in  the  com- 
munity towards  the  men  who  come  to 
it  from  the  nearby  camps.  Further,  the 
War-Camp  Community  Service  is  to  co- 
ordinate the  activities  of  existing  insti- 
tutions in  their  work  on  behalf  of  the 
enlisted  men.  The  Secretary  then  enu- 
merated some  of  the  activities  of  the 
organization,  mentioning  the  National  De- 
fenders Club,  the  Palace  Hotel  Club  for 
Enlisted  Men,  dances,  entertainments,  auto 
rides  for  convalescents,  community  singing 
and  the  publication  of  a  guide  booklet  for 
the  men. 

Miss  Marion  Deale  spoke  of  the  program 
of  the  National  League  for  Woman's  Serv- 
ice, based  upon  a  survey  of  the  work  of 
women  in  Continental  countries,  especially 
in  England.  She  explained  how  eager  the 
women  had  been  to  engage  in  some  im- 
portant service  to  the  nation  and  with  what 
pleasure  they  had  taken  up  canteen  work 
of  the  National  Defenders  Club. 

The  fourth  topic,  "Moral  Conditions, 
Repressive  Measures,"  was  first  discussed 
by  Mr.  Albert  Ehrgott,  Secretary  of  the 
State  Law  Enforcement  and  Protective 
League,  and  then  by  Mr.  Warren  Olney, 
Chairman  of  the  California  Military  Wel- 
fare Commission.  Both  speakers  showed 
high  idealism  and  great  insight  in  their 
desire  for  clean  and  wholesome  environ- 
ment for  the  men  in  uniform.  Mr.  Olney 
pointed  out  how  closely  related  this  prob- 
lem was  to  that  of  mental  defectives, 
claiming  that  sixty  per  cent  of  the  un- 
fortunate victims  of  vice  were  of  that 
caliber  and  urgently  appealing  to  those 
present  to  support  any  measure  providing 
for  a  home  for  mentally  defective  girls. 

The  difficult  problem  of  "Social  Rela- 
tionships" was  discussed  by  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Baldwin  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  Field  Com- 
mittee. She  dwelt  on  the  necessity  for 
hostess  houses  in  and  about  the  camps 
and  the  constructive  efforts  to  decrease  the 
dangers  to  the  romantic  girl  through  the 
work  of  the  Patriotic  League. 

The  last  speaker  on  the  program  was  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Gomez  of  the  Travelers'  Aid  Society 
of  California,  she  related  many  stories 
of  girls  leaving  home  to  meet  their  soldier 
friends  and  showed  how  essential  were 
the  services  of  her  organization  in  taking 
care  of  them  when  they  arrived  and  in  find- 
ing out  the  true  status  of  their  friends  in 
the  National  service.  In  all,  the  meeting 
was  a  most  interesting  occasion  and  left 
the  members  with  a  feeling  that  the  work 
done  on  behalf  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  was 
not  merely  one  sweet  single  note  but  that 
it  was  one  instrument  in  a  well-conducted 
orchestra  working  not  only  to  improve  the 
environment  and  morale  of  the  army  and 
navy  but  also  of  the  entire  community. 


A  NATIONAL  WEEK  OF  SONG 

By   Julius    Rehn  Webek. 

During  the  year  1917  a  movement  was 
started  for  a  National  Week  of  Song.  It 
had  its  inception  in  Dansville,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  inaugurated  by  Normal  Instruction 
Primary  Plans,  the  Educational  Journal 
published  there — I  quote  from  one  of  the 
circulars : 

"The  idea  back  of  the  movement  is  to 
attract  public  attention  once  a  year  to  the 
work  that  is  being  done  by  many  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  to  awaken  an  interest 
in  songs  of  the  better  sort.  The  movement 
will  be  specially  helpful  in  developing  the 
interest  of  the  public  in  Community  Sing- 
ing, because,  if  it  is  properly  supported  by 
Music  Supervisors  and  others  who  should 
be  most  interested,  it  will  take  but  a  short 
time  to  secure  the  attention  of  the  general 
public.  Because  it  is  believed  nation-wide 
recognition  of  the  Community  Song  Festi- 
val can  best  be  secured  through  a  nation- 
wide observance  of  song  at  a  certain  time 
each   year." 

Those  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  at- 
tend the  wonderfully  successful  song  pa- 
geant of  the  Allied  Nations  at  the  Civic 
Auditorium  on  New  Year's  Eve  would 
surely  look  forward  with  unalloyed  pleas- 
ure to  the  repetition  of  that  night.  A 
National  Week  of  Song  would  present  not 
one,  but  several  such  glorious  song  festi- 
vals, for,  as  carried  out  in  the  large  cities 
of  the  East,  each  day  brought  its  own 
"Community  Sing"  in  church,  school  or 
public  hall.  The  question  arises:  "How 
may  this  be  brought  about?"  From  a  pro- 
gram of  suggestions  printed  in  connection 
with  the  main  circular  the  following  hints 
are  briefly  quoted: 

1.  In  order  that  the  greatest  number  of 
people  may  be  informed  about  the  National 
Week  of  Song,  and  its  purposes,  the  co- 
operation of  all  local  newspapers  of  all 
languages  is  asked  for. 

2.  The  co-operation  of  the  pastors  of  all 
churches.  Have  them  arrange  for  at  least 
one  special  song  service  for  the  Sunday 
that  begins  the  National  Week  of  Song — 
the  sermon  on  that  day  to  be  on  "The 
Value  of  Song  in  Religious  Worship  and 
the  Song  that  Endures,"  or  some  similar 
topic. 

3.  Sunday  Schools  and  other  religious 
organizations  should  be  persuaded  to  or- 
ganize the  event  by  special  song  programs. 

4.  In  the  public  schools  special  song 
programs  for  each  day  in  the  week  could 
be  prepared:  For  instance,  Monday's  song 
period  could  be  devoted  to  patriotic  and 
national  songs  of  our  own  land;  Tuesday, 
to  patriotic  and  national  songs  of  other 
lands;  Wednesday,  to  folk  songs  and 
home  songs,  etc.  Learning  the  words  by 
heart  should  be  insisted  on. 

5.  Clubs,  lodges  and  other  social  organ- 
izations can  each  give  a  song  party  or 
concert,  either  formal  or  informal,  depend- 
ing largely  on  the  membership. 

6.  In  some  communities  children's  con- 
certs and  old  folks'  concerts  may  be  given 
during  the  week  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
money  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  grand 
final  concert,  say  on  Saturday  night,  where 
all  the  choral  forces  may  join. 

7.  The  last  suggestion  concerns  the 
most  effective  means  of  bringing  the  Na- 
tional Week  of  Song  to  the  attention  of 
everyone  in  the  community.  Let  all  the 
choral  societies,  all  the  people  who  want 
to  sing,  join  in  a  great  community  song 
festival  for  Saturday,  the  last  day  of  the 
week. 
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with  a  bright  moon.  There  were  three 
hundred  blue  jackets  traveling  on  the 
same  boat,  who  gathered  on  the  upper 
deck  in  great  clusters  around  the  com- 
pany and  we  sang  all  the  old  home  songs. 
Monday  night  was  New  Year's  Eve  and 
our  first  appearance  at  the  great  Camp 
Kearny.  "Can  you  play  out-of-doors?" 
said  the  Social  Secretary  of  the  Camp. 
"We  can  do  anything,"  was  the  reply. 
So  that  evening  beneath  a  brilliant  moon 
we  gave  our  performance,  on  a  platform 
erected  for  boxing,  to  ten  thousand  men. 
Mr.  McCarl,  Chief  of  the  National  War 
Work  for  the  Western  Division,  spoke 
first,  followed  by  Mr.  Vores,  the  Camp 
Secretary.  It  was  a  very  marvelous 
sight  to  see  so  vast  a  crowd  gathered, 
the  majority  of  whom  had  to  stand 
throughout   the    performance. 

During  the  following  week  we  played 
at  the  five  different  huts  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  at  Camp  Kearny.  The  most  inter- 
esting evening  was  that  which  we  spent 
at  the  Base  Hospital,  where  all  the 
nurses,  doctors  and  officials  mingled  with 
a  great  number  of  soldiers  in  dressing 
gowns.  Another  night  we  played  at  the 
Remount  Station,  who  seldom  have  the 
privilege  of  entertainment.  The  tent  was 
cold  and  the  light  was  wretched.  Later 
in  the  week  a  heavy  wind  blew  the  whole 
concern  to  the  ground;  perhaps  they  will 
put  up  a  better  one  now. 

In  San  Diego  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  also 
an  important  organization  which  min- 
isters to  the  military  and  to  the  Navy  in 
the  Exposition  Grounds,  to  the  aviators 
on  North  Island,  to  the  Cavalry  Patrol 
beyond  the  silver  strand  on  the  Mexican 
Border  and  at  all  these  places  the  com- 
pany was  most  cordially  received,  but 
owing  to  the  proximity  to  San  Diego  there 
is  not  the  crying  need  for  diversion  and 
recreation  as  there  is  at  the  isolated 
Camp  Kearny,  seventeen  miles  from  town. 

Mr.  A.  Peckham,  the  efficient  and  self- 
sacrificing  social  secretary  of  Camp 
Kearny,  arranged  for  a  very  remarkable 
performance  on  Sunday,  the  thirteenth. 
On  the  platform  in  the  great  parade 
ground  we  were  able  to  present  as  part 
of  a  religious  ceremony  the  ancient 
miracle  play  of  "Abraham  and  Isaac." 
At  1:30  the  band  of  the  144th  Battery, 
Field  Artillery,  gave  a  selection  of  sacred 
music.  At  2  p.  m.  Father  Martin  Keat- 
ing, Catholic  post  chaplain,  delivered  a 
short  address  dealing  with  the  suffering 
of  Abraham  in  giving  up  his  son  from 
a  sense  of  duty  and  comparing  it  to  the 
patriotism  of  the  American  people.  At 
the  conclusion  of  his  address  the  audi- 
ence rose  and  sang  the  magnificent  old 
hymn,  "O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past," 
and  during  its  rendition  the  characters  of 
the  miracle  play  passed  through  the 
crowded  ranks  of  the  assembly.  Then  ab- 
solute silence  prevailed  during  the  per- 
formance of  this  remarkable  and  touching 
Old  World  drama;  as  the  characters 
passed  away  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
play,  the  soldiers  sang  the  ancient  hymn, 
"The  Faith  of  Our  Fathers,"  and  the 
gathering  was  dismissed  after  a  benedic- 
tion by  Mr.  Vores.  This  performance  was 
repeated  on  the  balcony  in  the  Plaza  of 
the  Exposition  grounds  to  three  thousand 
sailor  apprentices,  in  the  evening.  The 
Rev.  Roy  Campbell  made  the  address  on 
this  occasion.  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  Uni- 
versity of  California  man  and  is  particu- 
larly adapted  to  the  broad  tasks  which 
this  association  has  taken  upon  its 
shoulders.     It  is  such  men  as  he  who  will 


lead   the   Y.   M.   C.   A.   to   the   best  results 
in  the  work  which  they  have  taken  up. 

On  Thursday,  January  24th,  at  mid- 
night, the  little  band  of  players  returned 
to  Berkeley.  I  should  not  feel  this  article 
complete  if  I  did  not  express  the  great 
appreciation  which  is  due  to  the  players, 
who  gave  up  their  vacation  to  the  work 
of  entertaining  the  soldiers,  at  some  ex- 
pense to  themselves.  Throughout  the 
many  trifling  but  vexatious  happenings 
of  such  a  trip  they  exhibited  the  most 
wonderful  esprit  de  corps  and  there  was 
no  demand  on  their  time  or  energy  which 
was  too  great.  Of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  offi- 
cials and  workers,  whom  may  I  venture 
to  separate  from  the  itinerant  speakers, 
I  can  say  nothing  too  good;  their  work 
is  never  ending  and  is  carried  on  under 
extremely  difficult  conditions,;  their  manli- 
ness, patience  and  understanding  of  the 
men  is  far  better  than  any  addresses  or 
sermons  delivered  point  blank  at  the 
unarmed  soldier.  Of  these  unselfish  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  secretaries  I  will  quote,  slightly, 
altering,  the  line  of  Chaucer  "Criste's 
lore  and  his  apostles  twelve  they  taught, 
but  first  they  followed  it  themselves." 

The  list  of  plays  given  follows:  Hop- 
o-My-Thumb;  The  Successful  Liar;  Abra- 
ham Lincoln;  impersonation  by  A.  Jarvie; 
Suicide;  Sacred  Play,  Abraham  and  Isaac; 
My  Turn  Next;  Modesty;  Songs,  Dances 
and    Camouflage. 

The  list  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
pany follows:  Dorothy  Wetmore,  Minnie 
Sisson,  Camille  Purdy,  Dorothy  Reidy, 
Vincent  Duffy,  Alexander  Jarvie,  Earl 
Washburn,  Talbot  Josselyn,  Kenneth  Car- 
ter, William  A.  Cyr. 

Garnet  Holme, 
Dramatic  Coach,  Mask  and  Dagger  Society, 
University  of  California. 


LIST    OF    MEETINGS,    JANUARY,    1918. 

4 — Patriotic  League. 

5 — Music  Committee. 

7 — Lincoln  Park  Golf  Club. 

8 — California  Alpine  Club. 

9 — Girls'  Section. 

P.  A.  Registration  Committee. 
South  End  Rowing  Club. 
10 — Patriotic  League. 
11 — San  Francisco  Athletic  League. 
16— P.  A.  Basket  Ball  Committee. 
17 — P.    A.    Board   of   Governors. 
IS — San  Francisco  Athletic  League. 
19 — Girls'   League  for  Promotion  of  Sports, 

Pastimes  and  Patriotism. 
22 — San  Francisco  Athletic  League. 
23 — P.  A.  Registration  Committee. 
25 — San  Francisco  Athletic  League. 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS,  JANUARY,  1918. 


Mrs.  I.  N.  Walter 
Mr.  George  C.  Turner 
Mrs.   H.  Weinstock 
Mrs.  Henry  Sahlein 
Mr.   E.   S.   Heller 
Mr.  Benjamin  Boas 
Mr.   Jas.   Schwabacher 
Mme.   Emilia  Tojetti 
Mr.  George  V.  Volkman 
Mrs.  Sigmund  Stern 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cleveland 

Forbes. 
Mrs.   A.   I.   Brown 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Meyerfield 


Mrs.  John  I.  Walter 
Rev.  Martin  A.  Meyer 
Mrs.  Augusta  Bixler 
Mrs.    Mortimer   Fleish- 

hacker 
Mrs.   Sol  Hyman 
Dean  I.  W.  Gresham 
Council  of  Jewish 

Women 
Mrs.    Delia  Fleishhacker 
Mrs.  Hanna  Gerstle 
Mr.   and   Mrs.   George  B. 

Wright. 


A  soccer  field  and  a  new  jumping  pit 
at  Excelsior  Playground  have  aroused  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  boys  in  the  district,  and 
a  half-dozen  schools  are  indulging  in  daily 
practice  games.  Five  municipal  play- 
grounds are  now  equipped  with  football 
fields  and  these  are  being  properly  appre- 
ciated by  the  boys  and  young  men  of  the 
city. 


Community  athletic  singing  is  the  newest 
development  of  the  work  at  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  During  the 
calisthenic  drill  the  members  sing  popular 
songs,  the  words  of  which  are  posted  on  a 
blackboard  suspended  in  front  of  the  class. 


Conference    of    Boys'    Section. 

By  S.  Wiley  Wixsou. 

The  recent  conference  of  the  Boys'  Sec- 
tion of  the  Recreation  League,  held  on 
Tuesday,  December  the  eleventh,  in  the 
Sun  Parlor  of  the  Hotel  Whitcomb  from 
10:00  a.  m.  to  2:00  p.  m.,  was  one  of  great 
value  to  those  present,  some  twenty-five 
workers  with  boys  in  all. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Astredo  of  the  Juvenile  Deten- 
tion Home  gave  a  splendid  address  on 
"Juvenile  Delinquency"  and  its  effect  on 
our  country,  followed  by  a  truly  inspira- 
tional yet  extremely  practical  talk  by  Mr. 
Lyman  H.  Pierce,  General  Secretary  of  the 
local  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  on  "Training  for  Leader- 
ship." One  of  the  very  interesting  parts 
of  our  program  was  five  minutes'  talk  each 
on  "What  Our  Boys  Are  Doing  to  Help  Win 
the  War,"  given  by  Mr.  George  C.  Turner, 
Sidney  S.  Peixotto,  J.  C.  Addicott,  Roy  H. 
Tolleson,  Joseph  Bonapart,  Charles  L. 
Jacobs  and  Raymond  O.  Hanson. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Crosby,  Metropolitan  Boys' 
Work  secretary  of  Chicago,  was  our  guest 
of  honor  at  the  luncheon,  who  presented 
a  most  interesting  phase  of  boy  life  as 
associated  with  the  present  situation.  The 
conference  adjourned  after  passing  a  mo- 
tion that  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
to  look  more  thoroughly  into  the  advisa- 
bility of  organizing  a  Boys'  Workers  Asso- 
ciation   in    San   Francisco. 


E.    B.    DeGroot   Goes   to   France. 

Mr.  E.  B.  DeGroot,  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Physical  Education,  Athletics,  So- 
cial and  Lecture  Centers  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  is  on  his  way  to  France.  He 
has  responded  to  the  call  for  service  under 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
and  will  organize  recreational  and  ath- 
letic activities  among  the  American  troops 
at  the  front. 

The  acting  head  of  the  Department  of 
Physical  Education  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
DeGroot  will  be  Miss  Signe  E.  Hagelthorn, 
assistant  director  of  the  department,  who 
has  recently  come  from  the  University  of 
California  to  take  charge  of  physical  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 


Miscellaneous   Notes. 

A  successful  Mid-Winter  League  in  Base- 
ball has  been  organized  by  R.  E.  McCord, 
director  of  the  Excelsior  Playground.  The 
League  is  in  the  midst  of  a  schedule  of 
twelve  games,  all  of  which  have  been  very 
close,  four  running  to  extra  innings.  The 
standing  of  the  teams  is  as  follows: 

Won.     Lost.     Pet. 

Excelsior     Merchants 4         2         .667 

Frater   Brothers    3         3         .500 

J.  F.   Snows 3         3         .500 

Jeffersons     2         4         .333 


The  director  of  Hamilton  Playground, 
R.  M.  Johnson,  has  assigned  four  days  of 
the  week  for  soccer  practice  by  school- 
teams  in  the  neighborhood. 


The  Cathedral  Mission  Athletic  Club, 
Junior  Division,  is  meeting  with  great  suc- 
cess under  the  new  physical  directors. 
George  Dawson  and  W.  J.  Dawson.  The 
class  has  been  enrolled  to  capacity,  con- 
sisting of  some  thirty  members.  The  club 
has  taken  part  in  all  the  competitions  and 
other  activities  of  the  Boys'  Club  Athletic 
League  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
season    are   even    brighter    than    heretofore. 


You  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
Recreation  League,  are  you  not?  Are  you 
a  member?  Are  you  giving  it  your  full 
support? 


RECREATION     LEAGUE      BULLETIN 


AMATEUR     ATHLETICS 


EDITED    BY    RAY    DAUGHERTY 


Military    Athletics. 

In  the  great  contest  for  world  supremacy 
now  being  waged  beyond  the  seas  between 
tlie  forces  of  democracy  and  autocracy, 
athletic  fitness  is  determining  the  issue  of 
many  a  struggle.  The  forces  that  are 
physically  fit  are  the  only  ones  able  to 
lake  instant  advantage  of  the  enemy's  weak- 
ness. The  "shock  troops"  are  bodies  of 
men  in  the  pink  of  condition,  kept  in  re- 
serve for  that  critical  moment  when  their 
massed  and  splendid  vitality  can  be  hurled 
against  the  foe  with  the  utmost  effect. 

Behind  the  lines  at  the  front,  and  in  the 
cantonments  at  home,  the  men  are  en- 
couraged to  engage  as  much  as  possible  in 
athletic  games  of  the  most  vigorous  char- 
acter. Swift  and  simultaneous  action  in 
mind  and  body  are  the  objects  sought, 
along  with  that  stamina,  which,  after  win- 
ning, retains  its  objective. 

The  necessity  for  athletic  preparedness 
on  the  part  of  our  soldiers  has  received 
recognition  by  the  government  in  the  selec- 
tion of  athletic  instructors,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  train  the  men  in  boxing,  wrestling, 
contests  of  strength  and  skill,  and  all  kinds 
of  physical  activity. 

At  their  last  annual  meeting,  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  of 
the  United  States  added  the  following  sec- 
tion to  Article  XI  of  the  Constitution: 
"During  the  existence  of  an  actual  state 
of  war,  commissioned  officers  and  enlisted 
men  in  the  United  States  service  shall  be 
permitted  to  compete  among  themselves, 
or  to  participate  in  any  public  competition 
or  exhibition  as  members  of  a  team  against 
another  team  all  members  of  which  are 
eligible  to  compete  as  amateurs  in  the 
sport  in  which  such  participation  occurs, 
without  registration,  and  without  the  ama- 
teur status  of  a  contestant  being  affected 
by  the  fact  that  he  competes  with  or 
against  a  professional,  provided  such  com- 
petitions or  exhibitions  be  for  prizes  other 
than  money.  And  during  the  same  period 
of  time,  such  officer  or  man  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  represent  his  military  or  naval 
organization  in  open  competition  without 
registration  upon  signing  and  filing  a  cer- 
tificate that  he  is  an  amateur  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union 
of  the  United  States." 

That  is,  the  ordinary  restrictions  upon 
competition  made  by  the  sport-governing 
body  of  this  country  have  been  so  amended 
as  to  give  every  soldier  the  fullest  oppor- 
tunity to  keep  himself  in  first-class  physi- 
cal condition,  for  his  country's  sake. 

Girls'    Athletics. 

The  Girls'  League  for  Promotion  of 
Sports,  Pastimes  and  Patriotism,  organ- 
ized through  the  efforts  of  Miss  Blanche 
Son,  chairman  of  the  Girls'  Section,  al- 
ready has  plans  under  way  to  develop  an 
interesting  series  of  athletic  events  for 
girls.  All  activities  having  an  especial 
appeal  for  girls  will  be  included  in  the 
schedule  of  the  League's  events. 

The  first  "event"  has  been  set  for  Mon- 
day evening,  January  28,  at  the  Girls' 
High  School.  The  program  has  been  ar- 
ranged by  Mr.  DeGroot,  and  will  consist 
largely  of  folk-dancing. 

The  following  organizations  are  charter 
members  of  the  Girls'  League:  Girls'  Re- 
creation Club,  Young  Women's  Hebrew  As- 
sociation, Girls'  Club,  Center  Club,  Emanuel 


Sisterhood,  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association,  Young  Women's  Christian  As- 
sociation, Mission  High  School,  Emporium 
Recreation  Department,  Young  Ladies'  In- 
stitute. 

At  the  first  meeting  held  December  8th, 
the  following  officers  were  unanimously 
elected: 

President — Miss  Nita  Sheffield,  Mission 
High  School. 

Vice-President — Mrs.  Sweeney,  Young  La- 
dies'  Institute. 

Secretary — Miss  Blanche  Son,  Recreation 
League. 

Treasurer — Miss  Edith  Mills,  Young  Wo- 
men's  Christian  Association. 

Executive  Committee — Miss  O'Rourke, 
Girls'  Recreation  Club;  Miss  Johnson,  Tele- 
graph Hill  Neighborhood  Association;  Miss 
Wilde,   The  Emporium. 

Advisory  Board — Mr.  E.  B.  DeGroot, 
chairman;  Miss  Signe  E.  Hagelthorn,  Mrs. 
Agnes  D.  May,  Mr.  S.  Wiley  Winsor,  Mr. 
Ray  Daugherty. 

Boys'    Club    Gymnastics. 

A  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Boys'  Club  Athletic  League  was  held 
at  the  Whitcomb  Hotel  on  January  8.  The 
date  of  the  annual  gymnastic  competition 
of  the  League  was  set  for  Friday  night, 
February  8,  at  the  San  Francisco  Turn 
Verein,  P.  J.  Prinz.  Commissioner  of  Gym- 
nastics, stated  that  the  events  would  con- 
sist of  tumbling  and  work  upon  the  horse 
and  parallel  bars.  It  was  decided  to  have 
three  weight  classes:  95,  105  and  130 
pounds. 

Lowell  Hoxsey,  recently  arrived  from 
Bangalore,  India,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
physical  education  work  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  was  a  guest  of 
the  board  and  gave  a  short  talk  upon  con- 
ditions of  the  work  in  India.  Mr.  Hoxsey 
is  the  new  boys'  physical  director  of  the 
San  Francisco  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation. 

Sidney  S.  Peixotto  presented  a  plan  for 
furthering  the  social  activities  of  the 
League,  in  contra-distinction  to  its  purely 
competitive  features.  The  plan  proposed 
involves  mutual  visits  between  the  boys 
of  each  organization  in  a  body  at  stated 
intervals.  Upon  the  occasion  of  a  visit, 
the  boys,  both  hosts  and  guests,  will  par- 
ticipate in  a  mass  display  of  gymnastics 
and  athletics.  The  first  of  these  friendly 
"calls"  will  occur  Friday  night,  January 
25,  when  the  Columbia  Park  Boys  will 
visit  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion as  guests  of  the  Boys'   Division. 

P.    A.    Championship    Basketball. 

The  Championship  Basketball  Committee 
of  the  Pacific  Association  of  the  A.  A.  U. 
has  announced  the  schedule  of  preliminary 
and  semi-final  games  for  this  year's  cham- 
pionship tournament.  Forty-five  teams  are 
entered  from  the  eight  districts  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Association.  Of  these, 
twenty-eight  come  from  the  San  Francisco 
district   alone. 

The  schedule  of  preliminary  games  will 
begin  January  23,  at  the  gymnasium  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  This  court  and  that  of 
the  San  Francisco  Turn  Verein  have  been 
secured  by  the  committee  for  one  night  a 
week  each.  The  local  semi-final  contests 
will  begin  February  13.  Severe  restric- 
tions  have   been  placed    upon    players   who 


are  overweight,  and  it  is  hoped  this  will 
have  a  salutary  effect  upon  teams  failing 
to  realize  their  obligations  in  the  matter 
of  weight.  Members  of  the  committee  will 
act   as    referees   during   the    tournament. 

The  following  men  constitute  the  basket- 
ball committee:     M.  E.  Andruss,  chairman; 
Frank  Boek,   R.   L.   Haslett,   Thos.   DeNike, 
E.   Penaluna,    Ray    Daugherty. 
P.  S.  A.  L..  Results. 

Final  games  between  the  district  winners 
of  the  Public  Schools  Athletic  League 
basketball  tournament  for  the  city  cham- 
pionship of  the  grammar  schools  came  to 
an  end  just  before  the  holidays.  Play  was 
close  and  many  of  the  games  were  of  a 
high  order,  especially  in  the  light  weight 
class.  The  final  standing  of  the  teams  is 
as  follows: 

95-lb.  class  —  Winner,  Washington;  sec- 
ond, Grattan;  third,  Columbia;  fourth, 
Longfellow. 

110-lb.  class — Winner,  Columbia;  second. 
Hamilton;  third,  Yerba  Buena;  fourth, 
Fairmount. 

125-lb.  class — Winner,  Crocker;  second, 
State  Normal;  third,  Yerba  Buena;  fourth, 
Monroe. 

B.   C.   A.   L.   Tournament. 

The  Basketball  Tournament  of  the  Boys' 
Club  Athletic  League  for  1917-1918  pro- 
duced   the   following  winners: 

95-pound  class — Columbia  Park  Boys' 
Clvb. 

110-pound  class — Columbia  Park  Boys' 
Club. 

120-pound  class — Young  Men's  Institute. 

130-pound     class  —  Telegraph    Hill    Be 
Club. 

Unlimited    class — Young    Men's    Institute. 

The  final  games  were  played  at  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  gymnasium  on  December  14  and 
15  and  were  attended  by  many  enthusiastic 
spectators. 

Soccer   in    the    Schools. 

Enthusiasm  for  soccer  football  continues 
to  grow  among  the  grammar  school  boys 
of  San  Francisco.  The  third  year  of  soccer 
as  a  regularly  scheduled  sport  of  the 
Public  Schools  Athletic  League  finds 
twenty-seven  teams  enrolled  from  twenty- 
one  schools  who  are  members  of  the 
League. 

The  tournament  this  year  will  be  con- 
ducted entirely  upon  the  municipal  play- 
grounds, with  the  directors  acting  as  ref- 
erees, for  the  first  time  since  the  game  was 
introduced  into  the  grammar  schools  of 
the  city.  There  are  two  weight  classes.  !<f> 
pounds  and  unlimited.  Games  will  be 
scheduled  to  occur  at  Excelsior,  Hamilton 
and  Southside  playgrounds,  and  the  tourna- 
ment will  begin  on   January  28. 

The  following  schools  have  entered  teams 
in  the  tournament:  Adams,  Bay  View, 
Bernal,  Cleveland,  Daniel  Webster,  Fair- 
mount,  Farragut,  Franklin,  Fremont,  Ham- 
ilton, James  Lick,  John  Swett,  Lafayette. 
McKinley,  Monroe,  Oriental,  Portola.  Red- 
ding,   Sheridan,    Sutro,  Washington. 


Just  before  the  holidays  the  fifth  grade 
athletes  of  the  Pacific  Heights  School  met 
in  a  track  and  field  meet  in  the  school- 
yard. The  meet  was  closely  contested  until 
near  the  end  when  the  B  Class  wont  ahead, 
winning  over  Class  A  by  a  score  of  56  to 
41. 
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